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NOTICE. 



The second volume of the Transactions of the Pennsylvania State Agricul- 
tural Society will not, probably, equal in size the one which preceded it, and 
which contained not only the proceedings of one year, but the history of the 
society from its organization to the year 1854. 

Whatever is contained in this volume will be found propei^ly to pertain to 
the transactions of this society and its auxiliaries for one year, in thair mutual 
organizations for the improvement of agriculture, horticulture, the mechanic, 
domestic and household arts. 

As the object to be attained in the publication of the transactions, is a relia- 
ble record of the progress of agricultural husbandry in Pennsylvania, too 
much attention cannot be given to a correct compilation of the proceedings 
of the county agricultural societies throughout the State. This could not be 
done the present year, for many of the societies have not reported their pro- 
ceedings as required by law, and others have only given the fact of their 
organization, with merely the names of their officers. Although the county 
associations have rapidly increased within the year, still that wide spread 
information which should come up, duly endorsed, from every portion of the 
Commonwealth, cannot be complete until every county shall have its agricul- 
tural society, and their yearly proceedings brought side by side in the suc- 
ceeding volumes of the transactions of this society. 

The proceedings of some of the county agricultural societies, which will 
be found in this volume, can be referred to with pride, while there are others 
that show they are duly organized and ready, by another year, to add their 
experience in the good work. Should each county society hereafter make an 
annual report of their proceedings, embracing such agricultural information 
as can be gathered from the farmers of their respective districts, including 
the mode of culture of each competitor for premiums on field crops, &c., &;c., 
and with the continuation of that enlightened liberality which has authorized 
the publication of the Transactions of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural 
Society, we may indulge the hope, that very soon we may be able to make 
this work what it should be, a faithful representative of the workings of the 
farmers of the whole State. 

ROB'T C. WALKER, Secretary. 
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AN ACT 
To incorporate the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Hottse of RepresenttUives of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly n^et^ and it is hereby 
enacted by the authority ofthesame^ That George W. Woodward, James Irvin, 
E. A. Thompson, Frederick Watts, T.J. Bigham, and others, who hav.e sub- 
scribed the constitution lately adopted by a convention assembled at Harris- 
burg, to improve the condition of agriculture, horticulture and the household 
arts, be and they are hereby created a body politic and corporate Jn , law, by 
the name of " The Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society," and by that 
name shall have perpetual succession, and have capacity to sue and be sued, 
and may have a common, seal, which at their pleasure may alter or renew ; 
they may take by gift, grant, devise, bequest or otherwise, lands and tene- 
ments, goods and chattels, necessary for all the. purposes for which the 
society was instituted : Provided^ The annual income therefrom shall not 
exceed ten thousand dollars, independent of annual contributions by members, 
and the same to convey, lay out, apply and dispose of, for the benefit of the 
said society, as they under their charter and by-laws may direct. 

Section 2. That the members of the said corporation shall have power to 
make and enforce such constitution and by-laws as may be necessary for the 
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good government of the society, and the same from time^to time to revoke, 
alter and amend, as they may think proper: Provided, That the same shall 
'not he inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of this State. 

Section 3. That the sum of two thousand dollars, out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated, he, and the same is hereby appropriated 
to said £HDciety ; and annually hereafter a sum of equal amount to that paid 
by the members thereof into its treasury, affidavit of which fact, and the 
nmount so raised by the Treasurer of the society, being first filed with the 
State Treasurer : Provided, Such sum shall not exceed two thousand dollars 
in any one year. 

Section 4. That when any number of individuals shall organize themselves 
into an agricultural or horticultural society,^ or . any agricultural or horticul- 
tural society now organized within any of the counties of this Common- 
wealth, shall have adopted a constitution and by*law8 for their government, 
elected their officers, and raised annually, by the voluntary contribution of 
its members, any sum of money, which shall have. been actually paid into 
their Treasury, for the purpose of being disbursed for the promotion of agri- 

r 

cultural knowledge and improvenlent, and that fact be attested by the affidavit 
of their President and Treasurer, filed with- the commissioners of the county, 
the said county society shall be entitled to receive annually a like sum from 
the Treasurer of their said county: Provided^ That said annual payment out 
of the county funds shall not exceed one hundred dollars : Provided further, 
That but one such society in any county shall be entitled to receive such ap- 
propriation in any one year, under this act. 

Section 5. That the President ^of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural So- 
ciety, who shall receive or expend any of the moneys hereby appropriated, 
shall, annually, on the first Monday of January, transmit to the Governor of 
the. Common wealth a detailed account of the expenditure of all the moneys 
which shall come into his 'hands under this act, and stating to whom and for 
what purpose paid; and a copy of the said report shall be transmitted to the 
Legislature at as early a day as practicable, and the original shall be filed in 
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth. And the presidents of the 
several county agricultural societies shall annually transmit, in the month of 
December, to the Executive Committee of the Pennsylvania State Agricultu- 
rsd Society, all such reports or returns as they are required to demand and re* 
ceive from applicants for premiums, together with an abstract of their pro- 
ceedings during the year. This act shall at all times be within the power of 
the Legislature to modify, alter or repeal the, same. 

JOHN CESSNA, 
Speaker qf the House of Representatives. 

BENJAMIN MATTHIAS, 
Speaker of the Senate, 

Appkovbd — ^The the twenty-ninth day of March, A. D. one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-one. 

WM. F. JOHNSTON. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE AGRICULTU- 

' RAL SOCIETY. 

The name of the society shall be the Pennsylvania State Agricultural So- 
ciety. The objects of this society are to foster and improve agriculture, hor- 
ticulture and the domestic and household arts. 

SscTioN 1. The society shall consist of all such persons as shall pay to the 
Treasurer not less than one dollar, and annually thereafter not less than one 
dollar, and also of honorary and corresponding members ; the names of the 
members to be recorded by the Secretary. 

The officers of county agricultural societies in this State, or delegations 
therefrom, shall be members ex-officio of this society. 

The payment of ten dollars shall constitute life membership, and exempt 
the members so contributing from all annual payments. 

SscTioi« 2. The officers of the society shall be a President, a Vice Presi- 
dent from each Congressional district, three-fourths of whom shall be practi- 
cal agriculturalists or horticulturists, a Treasurer, a Corresponding Secretary, 
a Recording Secretary, a Librarian, an Agricultural Chemist and Geologist, 
and such assistants as the society may find essential to the transaction of its 
business; an Executive Committee, consisting of the above named officers 
and five additional members. 

DUTZ^ or THE OFFICEBS. 

J 
SxcTioN 3. The President shall have a general superintendence of all the 
affiiirs of the society. In case of the death, illness or inability of the Presi- 
dent to perform the duties of his office, the Executive Committee shall select 
a Vice President to apt in his stead, who shall have the same power and per- 
form the same duties as the President, until the next annual meeting. 

VICE PSESIDENTS. 

It sh^ be their duty to take charge of the affairs of the association in their 
several dktiicts; to advance all its objects; to call upon farmers to report as 
to the condition of agriculture in their neighborhood ; to ask for information 
as to the modes of cultivation adopted by difierent farmers; and as far as in 
their power to make known the resources of their districts, the nature of its 
soil, its geological character, and all such matter as may interest farmers in 
every part of the State. 

TBEAStrSSR. 

The Treasurer shall keep an account of all moneys paid into his hapds, and 
shall pay bills when audited and approved by the tlxecutive Committee; each 
order for payment must be signed by the President or chairman of the JSx* 
ecutive Committee. 
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COBRESFONDING SECRETARY. 

The duty of this officer shall he to invite a correspondence with all persons 
interested in agriculture, whether in the State of Pennsylvania or elsewhere, 
but especially with our consuls in foreign countries, that new seeds, vegeta- 
bles or live stock may be introduced, and their fitness for cultivation and 
propagation in our climate be tested. At each stated meeting of the soci^y 
he shall read his correspondeiice, which shall, either the whole or such parts 
as may be selected by the society, form a portion of the transactions. 

He shall also correspond with the president or other officers of each State 
society in the United States, at least twice in the year, for purposes of 
combined and mutual action, and to be informed of the result and progress of 
each "Other's eflforts; also, to invite mechanics to' forward models or imple- 
ments for examination and trial. 

RECORDING SECRETARY. 

The Recording Secretary shall keep the minutes of the sopiety and of the 
Executive Committee j at the close of each year he shall prepare for publica- 
tion such parts of the minutes and transactions of the society as may be 
designated. 

X'IBRARIAN. 

The Librarian shall take charge of all books, pamphlet^&c, beloriging to 
the society, and shall act as curator to preserve seeds, implements, or what- 
ever property the society may possess. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The Executive Committee shall transact the business of the society gen- 
erally, and shall appoint annually, at their iirst quarterly meeting, a Record- 
ing Secretary and Treasurer, fix their salaries, and require security from the 
Treasurer, if they deem it necessary ; shall superintend and direct the publi- 
cation of such of the reports and transactions as they may deem proper, and 
»hall designate the time and places for annual exhibitions, regulate the expen- 
ditures, examine all accounts, and keep such general charge of the afiairs of 
the society as may best promote its interests. 

They shall select their own chairman, and meet quarterly, and at any other 
time when convened by the President; five members shall form a quorum. 

They shall call special meetings of the society when necessary* 

Section 4. The society shall meet annually, on the third Tuesday of Jan- 
nary, at Harrisburg, when all the officers of the society, not otherwise ap- 
pointed, shall be elected by ballot for the ensuing year, and until another 
election. They shall also hold a general meeting at the time of the annual 
exhibition, and special meetings whenever convoked by the Executive Com- 
mittee. 
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Fifteen members shall form a quorum for the transaction of business, but 
no member in arrears shall be entitled to the privileges of the society. 

Section 5. This constitution may be altered or amended, at* the annual 
meetings in January, by a vote of two-thirds of the members in attendance. 



ACT OF INCORPORATION OF THE FARMERS' HIGH SCHOOL OF 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly met^ and it is hereby en- 
acted by the authority of the samey That there be and is hereby erected and 
established at the place which shall be designated by the authority, and as 
hereinafter provided, an institution for the education of youth in the various 
branches of science, learning and practical agriculture, as they are connected 
with each other, by the name, style and title of the Farmers' High School of 
Pennsylvania. 

Section 2. That the said institution shall be under the management and 
government of a board of trustees, of whom there shall be thirteen, and seven 
of whom shall be a quorum, competent to perform the duties hereafter author- 
ized and required. 

Section 3. That the Governor, Secretary of the Commonwealth, the Presi- 
dent of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural'Society, and the Principal of the 
Institution, shall each be ex-officio a member of the board of trustees, and 
they with Doctor Alfred L. Elwyn and Algeron S. Roberts of the city of Phila- 
delphia, H. N. M'AUister of the county of Centre, R. C. Walker of the county 
of Allegheny, James Miles of the county of Erie, John Strohm of the county 
of Lancaster, A. O. Hiester of the county of Dauphin, William Jessup of the 
county of Susquehanna, and Frederick Watts of the county of Cumberland, 
shall constitute the first board of trustees, which said trustees and their suc- 
cessors in office, are hereby erected and declared to be a body politic and cor- 
porate in law with perpetual succession, by the name, style and title of the 
Farmers' High School of Pennsylvania, by which name and title, the said 
trustees and their successors shall be able aild capable in law, to take by gift^ 
grant, sale or conveyance, by bequest, devise or otherwise, any estate in any 
lands, tenements and hereditaments, goods, chattels or efiects, and at pleasure 
to alien or otherwise dispose of the same, to and for the uses and purposes of 
the said institution : Provided however^ That the annual income of the said es- 
tates so held shall at no time exceed twenty-five thousand dollars ; and the 
said corporation shall, by the same name, have power to sue and be sued, and 
generally to do ana transact all and every business touching or concerning 
the premises, or which shall be necessarily incidental thereto, and to hold, 
enjoy, and exercise all such powers, authorities and jurisdictions as are cus* 
tomary in the colleges within this Commonwealth. 
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Section 4. That the same trustees shall cause to be made a seal, with 
isuch devices as they may think proper, and by and with which all the deeds, 
diplomas, certificates and acts of the institution shall be authenticated, and 
they may at their pleasure alter the same. 

Section 5. That at the first meeting of the board of trustees the nine 
named who are not ex-officio members, shall by themselves and by lot, be 
divided into three classes of three each, numbered one, two and three ; the 
Sppointment hereby made of class number one, shall terminate on the first 
Mondiay of October, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, number two 
on the first Monday of October, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, 
and number three on the first Monday of October, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-eight; and upon the termination of the office of such directors, to 
wit :* on the first Monday of October in every year, an election shall be 
held at the institution to supply their place, and such election shall be deter- 
mined by the vot6s of the members of the Executive Committee of the Penn- 
sylvania State Agricultural Society, and the votes of three representatives 
duly chosen by each county agrictiltural society in this Commonwealth, which 
shall have been organized at least three months preceding, the time of elec- 
tion ; and it shall be the duty of the said board of trustees, to appoint two of 
their number as judges, to hold the said election, to risceive and count the 
votes, and return the same to the board of trustees, with their certificate of the 
number of votes Cast, and for whom ; whereupon the said board shall deter- 
mine who have received the highest number of votes a^d who are thereby 
elected. 

Section 6. That on the second Thursday of June, after the passage of this 
act, the board of trustees who are hereby appointed, shajl meet at Harrisburg, 
and proceed to the organization of the institution and selection of the most 
eligible site within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for its location, where 
they shall purchase or obtain by will, grant or otherwise, a tract of land con- 
taining at least two hundred. and not exceeding two thousand acres, upon 
which they shall procure such improvenients and alterations to be made, as 
will make it an institution properly adapted to the instruction of youth in the 
art of farming, according to the meaning and design .of this act ; they shall 
select and choose a principal for the said institution, who, with such scientific 
attainments and capacity to teach as the board shall deem necessary, shall be 
a good practical farmer ; he, with such other persons as shall from time to 
time be employed as teachers, shall compose the faculty, under whose control 
the immediate management of the institutioii and the instruction of all the 
youth committed to its care shall be ; subject, however, to the revision and 
all orders of the board of trustees; there shall be a quarterly meeting of the 
board of trustees at the institution, and as much oftener as shall be necessary, 
and they shall determine ; the board shall have power to pass all such by- 
laws, ordinances and rules^ as the good government of the institution shall 
require, and therein to prescribe what shall be taught to, and what labor per- 
formed by the pupils, and gesiexally to do and perform all such administrative 
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. acts as are usually performed by and within the appropiate duty of a board of 
trustees, and shall, by a secretary of their appointment, keep a minute of ihe 
proceedings and action of the board. 

Section 7. That it shall be the duty of the board of trustees, as soon and 
as often as the exigencies of the institution shall require, in addition to the 
principal, to employ such other professors, teachers or tutors, as shall be quali- 
fied to impart to pupils under their charge, a knowledge of the English lan- 
guage, grammar, geography, history, mathematics, chemistry, atid such othar 
branches of the natural and exact sciences as will conduce to the proper edu- 
cation of a farmer ; the pupils shall themselves, at such proper times and 
seasons as shall be prescribed by the boa?d of trustees, perform all the labor 
necessary in the cultivation of the farm, and shall thus be instructed and taught 
all things necessary to be known by a farmer, it being the design and inten- 
tion of this law to establish an institution in which youth may be so educated 
as to fit them for the occupation of a farmer. 

Section 8. That the bodrd of trustees shall annually elect a treasurer, who 
shall receive and disburse the funds of the institution and perform such other 
duties as shall be required of him, and from whom they shall take such secu- 
rity for the faithful performance of his duty as necessity shall require ; and 
it shall be the duty of the said board of trustees annually, on or before the 
first of December, to make out a full and detailed account of the operations of 
the institution for the preceding year, and an account of all its receipts and 
disbursements, and report the same to the' Pennsylvania State Agricultural 
Society, who shall embody said report in the annual report, which, by exisiing 
laws, the said society is bofind to make and transmit to the Legislature, on or 
before the first Monday of January of each and every year. 

SiscTioN 9. That it shall be lawful for ihe Pennsylvania State Agricultural 
Society to appropriate out of its funds to the object of this act, any sum not 
exceeding ten thousand dollars, whenever the same shftll be required, and to 
make such further appropriation annually out of their funds as will aid in the 
prosecution of this object, and it shall be the duty and privilege of the said 
society, at such times as they shall deem expedient, by their committees, 
officers or otherwise, to visit the said institution and exe^Koiue into the details 
of its management. 

Section 10. That tlh act to incorporate the Farmers' High School of Penn- 
sylvania, approved the thirteenth day of April, Anno Domini, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-four, be and the dame is hereby repealed. 

Approved March, 1855., 

JAS. POLLOCK. 
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FOUJRTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE 

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

The fourth annual meeting of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society 
was held on Tuesday, the 16th of January, 1855, as required by its constitu- 
tion, in the Hall of the House of Representativies, at.Harrisburg. In the 
absence of the President, Judge Watts, the Hon. John H. Ewing, one of the 
Vice Presidents, was called to the chair. The Recording Secretary read the 
report of the Executive Committee, which was unanimously adopted. It is 
as follows : 

To the members of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The ending of the fourth year in the transactions of the Pennsylvania State 
Agricultural Society, finds it ih a position both creditable to the Stiate and 
worthy of the cause intended to be benefitted. A great end has been accom- 
plishe(^ in a short time, and a period has arrived when your sosciety can i^ep 
forth untrammelled from the pecuniary embai:ra8sment which has retarded 
other State societies, and render material aid in fostering institutions for the 
benefit of the farmer and promotion of agriculture. 

Since the memorable convention of farmers which established this society, 
in 1851, the spirit then infused has continued with unabated fervency, and 
each succeeding year has outstripped its predecessor in adding to the accumu* 
lated benefit, until the yeat 1855 presents the pleasing spectacle of a society, 
although in its infancy, capable of assuming and maintaining a rank with 
those of longer standing and earlier birth. 

The Executive Committee, who transact all the. business of the 0O>ciety, 
have regularly met during the past year, as required by the constitution, and 
have disposed of all matters that were brought before them for theilr ftetioh. 

At their meeting of the 14<th of March, 1854, the following preamble and 
resolutions w£re ofiTered by James Gowen, Esq., and unanimously adopted:^ 

*^ The death of Elliott Cresson, Esq., which occurred at Philadelphia on 
the 20th of February, 1854, in the 58th year of his age, has left aVoid in the 
ranks of philanthropy, benevolence and private worth, dilSciilt to be supplied 
or &Ued,^ causing a deep sensation of sorrow and regret that his labors in the 
broad field of human rights and human progress had not been vouchiiafbd a 
longer day, with a slower setting sun, for the further development of his noble 
efforts, and to mitigate the grief of his bereaved relatives and friends. But 
they and the whole community have the consolation to reflect that, however 
short his probation, he did not live in vain ; and < though dead he yet speak- 
eth' in the memorials he has left for their example and contemplation. In 
these regrets and in these memorials, this society is deeply a sympathiser and 
most gratefully a debtor. 

*< Resolved^ That this society, at its first meeting since the decease of the 
lamented Elliott Cresson, offers its tribute of regret for the sudden and unez- 
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pected loss it and the community have sustained in the death of an enlight- 
ened philanthropist, an upright, benevolent citizen, and a public spirited bene- » 
factor^ 

<' Resolved, That the generous bequest of five thousand dollars to this society, 
by the will of the late Elliott Cresson, towards the erection and support of an 
agricultural college, demands our grateful and unfeigned thanks, and com- 
mands the sympathy and respect of every farmer throughout the land. 

<^ Resolvedy That the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society will and do 
hereby accept the bequest made to it by the will of the late Elliott Cresson, 
Esq., and hereby pledge the society to the faithful application of the same to 
the object designated by the will of the deceased. 

'^ Resolvedy That these proceedings be published in the daily and we^ly 
papers of Philadelphia and Harrisburg, and that a copy of the same be pre- 
sented to his venerable lady mother, as a token of the Pennsylvania State 
Agricultural Society's respect and gratitude to the memory of her noble son, 
and of deep sympathy in her bereavement." 

In accordance with a resolution instructing the Secretary to procure a medal 
die, one has been furnished upon which the medals for the late exhibition have 
been struck. Through the courtesy of James Ross Snowden, Esq., of the 
United States Mint, at Philadelphia, the medals were there struck off, and the 
die there placed in safe keeping for the future use of the society. The artistic 
execution of the die is pronounced good, and was done by A. C. Morin, No. 
86 Walnut street, Philadelphia. 

According to a similar resolution of instruction, three hundred copies of 
the first volume of the transactions of this society, as authorized to be pub- 
lished by the Legislature, have been procured from A. Boyd Hamilton, State 
Printer, a part of which still remain in the library. 

The life members of the society now number eighty-three, while the annual 
members exceed eight thousand. The amount^thus received from life mem- 
bers is comparatively small, but can by another year, with a proper eiSbrt, be 
increased probably ten-fold. 

The county agricultural societies have increased since our last annual 
meeting, until there is one in almost every county in the State, the reports of 
which, had they all ty^en communicated to the State society, would no doubt 
have furnished desirable statistics from every part of the Commonwealth, 
which would add greatly to the information already obtained from some of 
these beneficial auxiliaries. 
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THE ANNUAL FAIR. 

The fourth annual exhihition was held in the Twenty-fourth ward of the city 
of Philadelphia, on the 26th, 27th, 28th and 29th days of September last. 
The grounds used for the occasion were those known as the Powelton and 
Bingham estates, the use of which was gratuitously tendered the society by 
the board of directors of the Pennsylvania railroad company, and were in 
every way peculiarly adapted to the uses of such an exhibition. The fair was 
one of unusual attraction, and in amount of numbers in attendance, it ex- 
ceeded any other exhibition probably ever held in the United States. The 
entry of articles and animals for exhibition on the books of the society, out- 
numbers by far the entry of any preceding year, and the whole fair, in every 
department, like the society itself, attained a greatness far beyond the antici- 
pations of its most sanguine friends. 

The premium list, as published for the exhibition, and including plate 
oflered, and the premium list of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, which 
was adopted in addition, amounted to over eight thousand dollars, and the 
premiums themselves in every class were considerably larger than those of 
the preceding year. Fifty-four silver medals and one hundred and twenty 
diplomas were awarded and delivered. 

it was expected that the Hon. Wm, M. Meredith, who had been invited for 
the occasion, would have delivered the customary annual address, but from 
indisposition he was unable to add to the exhibition this attractive feature. 

Dr. Bryan, a gentleman of considerable experience in veterinary science^ 
delivered a lecture on the fair ground upon this subject, the manuscript of 
which has been obtained for the society. 

" The Philadelphia Society for the Promotion of Agriculture," by a reso- 
lution of its body, for the purpose of assisting the State society, and to throw 
the strength of their organization for the benefit of the State fair, determined 
to intermit their annual county exhibition, and appointed a committee of ar- 
rangement of their number to assist in making the necessary preparations. 

The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, at Philadelphia, ulso suspended 
their annual exhibition, and appointed a committee to superintend the horti- 
cultural department of the State Fair. The committees appointed by these 
two societies did efficient service in the discharge of the laborieus duties, 
which were incumbent upon them in their respective capacities. 

Philadelphia and her citizens did much to promote the interest of the society 
during the continuance of the fair, and great credit is due the people who 
attended the exhibition for their strict observance of temperance and good 
order. The mayor and police of Philadelphia extended the aegis of their 
mapicipal authority over all the ramifications of the fair, and protected alike 
persons and property until the society had wound up its exhibition, and the 
last article was removed from the ground. 
2 ■ • 
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The elosing of the fourth year of the Pennsylvania State Agricultunu ^ 
ciety affords the members thereof great cause of congratulation, and promises 
for the future continued usefulness in the promotion of agriculture and encour- 
agement of the domestic and mechanic arts. 

The Treasurer, George H. Bucher, Esq., made his report of the financial 
concerns of the society for the past year, which was unanimously adopted. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 

George H. Buckery Treasurer^ in acamiU with the Pennsylvania State 

Agricultural Society. 

DR. 

IS&'If. ' To balance in treasury, as per settlement, Hthinst.. . $6^058 64 
Jan. 17. Life membership fees paid by Messrs. A. R. M'll- 

vaine, James Miles, J. M. Meredith, 1. 6. M'Ein- 
ley, A. E. Kapp, J. P. Rutherford and William 

F. Packer — each ten dollars . . ... ,. .,., 70 00 

Yearly membership fees paid by Messrs. Strohm, 
Carlisle, Herr, Smith, Horton, Jones and Gor- 

r 

gas — each one dollar * 7 00 

June 23. Contribution of Messrs. Bakewell, Pears & Co., of 

Pittsburg • ^. 5 00 

3}xiy 3. Interest due 1st inst., on iuTestments 239 62 

Aug. 17. Membership fee per Cyrus S. Haldema^. . . . • •. . 1 00 

Sept. 13. l>o. do. A. Bolmar 100 

Amount received during the days of the annual 
exhibition — fees from members and single ad- 
mission tickets— 26th, 27tb, 28thand 29th Sept. 24^842 31 
Life members' fees from Isaac B. Baxter, William 
H. Knight, William S. Perot, H. T. Grout, John 
Jordan, Jr., and John Longstreth — each ten 

dollars 60 00 

October. Maloy & Ford, premiums returned. 9 00 

Wm. Penn Brock, premium exchanged for medal, 10 00 

JohnSterrett&Co., do. do. for diplomas, 10 00 

Shibble 6c Lawson, do. do. do. 6 00 

Rent of ice cream and eating restaurants 700 00 

Balance paid by Harrisburg and Lancaster railroad 

company, exchanging sterling bond... • ...^ . « . « 10 00 

Amount of lumber sold at public and private sales 4^593 53 

Dec. 13. Amount of State appropriation ., • 2^000 00 

1855. 
Jan. 6. Amount of life memberships paid R. C. Walker 

within the past year. . ... „ .....^ ^...c*^ . • • •-• •• 290 00 



AGRICULTURAL SOCIRTY. 19 

Jan. 6. To amoant paid into hands of Dr. Elwyui treasurer 

of funds collected in Philaddphia^ towards ex- 
penses of the fain . •^•^ ^^ « .......^ . . . , $2^362 00 

Interest due on investments to Juxuary 1, 1855. . 507 50 



41,782 60 



Note. — The investments of the society are, viz : 

Harrisburg and Lancaster railroad company bonds $6,000 00 

Hazelton coal company bonds •••«••«.«•»••«« ...^^ 2,000 00 

Carlisle borough bonds «•».... 4,000 00 

Deposit by committee* . . ••^ • * • • • • • ...^ • . • 2,000 00 

Philadelphia city bonds, ,...«• ^ • . • .^^ • . . • ... 5,000 00 



19,000 00 



CR. 

By payments as per vouchers, viz : 
1854, 
Feb. Amount of premiums awarded on field crops. . . . . ..^ • $70 00 

Investment in Carlisle borough bonds, pmde 'by com- 
mittee ^ *.^^^ • 4,000 00 

V^ouchers. 

No. 1. fiy AmHpaidby fi. C. Walk|&r,'as per statement $59 97 
From which deduct credits allowed-'HOiemr 
bers* fees, &c • 20 50 



39 47 



2. Bill of North American and United States 

Gkiasette, printing ..^ . . ...... 4 06 

3. Bill of M'Kiniey k Lesqure, printing. • . •• • 4 50 



8 56 



4. Bill of J. H. Brant, postages « 8 23 

5. Bill of A. J. Jones, do ,..« 3 35 



11 58 



Premiums paid A. & D. Chambers, and Bake well. 
Pears & Co., omitted to be entered — ^being Com- 
mittee No. 31 ..^^ 10 00 

6. Bill of postages, stationery and- stamps, paid by F. 

Watts, Esq., President ».«. 20 00 

7. Rent paid Mrs. C. Leseure, 9 months, to 3l8t July.. 75 00 

8. Bill of A. B. Hamilton, for 300 copies of transactions 

of society, &c • . •.. 230 00 

9 • Bill of Henry Richardson, for engraving on premiums 53 45 
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No. 10. By am't paid William Schuchman, for design of diploma, $50 00 

11. Paid L. N. Rosenthall, for 1,000 copies of diploma.. 400 00 
Paid Robert C. Walker, Secretary, one year's salary 

to January, 1855 1,000 00 

Paid George H. Bucher, Treasurer, one year's sala- 
ry, to January, 1855 350 00 

Expenses connected with the Fair. 

1 2. Paid United States mint for medals furnished $252 50 

13. P^id Conrad Bard & Son, for cups, engrav- 

ings, &c... .; 233 13 

14. Paid Alex. C Morin, for medal die, $ 150 00 
Paid by K. C. Walker 50 00 

100 00 

. 585 63 

Paid for advertising and printing as per vouchers from 

15 to 30, inclueive 1,142 93 

31. Paid Jos. Blackburn, for rent of fair ground $100 00 

32. Paid for use of ploughing ground to Owen 

Hughes 200 00 

300 00 

Paid for hay, straw, &c., as per vouchers from 33 to 

36, inclusive 801 S2 

Paid for horticultural expenses, as per vouchers from 

37 to 40i, inclusive > 383 00 

41. Paid J. & H. M'llvaine, lumber $1,982 75 

42. Paid Dubois & Graves, do ] ,&77 3 1 

43. Paid K. A. & J. J. Williams & Co., lumber 4,758 44 

44. Paid J. Sidney Kean & Co. do. . 112 20 

45. Paid J. & H. M'llwain, fence. 336 38 

46. Paid William H. Knight, hardware 324 43 

> 9,491 51 

Paid expenses of business offices, night watch, gate- 
keepers, police and re&taurant, as per vouchers 
from 47 to 67, inclusive • . , \ 3, 125 40 

68. Paid Forsyth & Brother, hydrant water fix- 

tures.. ,..., $229 60 

69. Paid John Bayley, Amphion band 240 00 

70. Paid A. L. Archambault, steam engine. . . . 100 00 

71. Paid J. A.-Pringle, for Williams' 

tents. .•••. $450 00 

Paid by Dr. Elwyn ...,. 36 12 

413 88 



■ 
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No. 72. Paid Kramer & Snow, carpenters $307 00 

Paid by Dr. Klwyn 150 00 

'- $157 00 

73. Paid Joseph Hitter, hauling 84 00 

Paid by Dr. Elwyn 48 00 

36 00 



74. Paid C. Diffenback, work done. . 63 00 
Paid by Dr. Elwyn • . 27 00 



36 00 



$1,212 48 



Labor^ HatUing^ Scc» 



75. Paid Moore, Webster and others, as per vouchers to 

92, inclusive 359 69 

Paid various persons by Dr. Elwyn, trea- 
surer on the part of collections made in 

Philadelphia, as per vouchers $2,299 94 

Balance in hands of Dr. Elwyn, as per 

statement ^, . • , • 62 06 

2,362 00 

Amount of cash premiums awarded at the late exhibi- 
tion at Philadelphia in September last. 4,823 00 

Amount invested by order of Executive Committee, 7,065 00 
Amount of postages and stamps paid by trea* - 

surer , $7 00 

5)3. Amount paid E. Beatty, for printing 23 00 

30 00 

Amount paid Gilmore, Montgomery and others, as 

per vouchers from 94 to 103, inclusive. •••«.«•.«• 141 59 



88,142 12 
Balance in hands of Treasurer « 3,64<0 48 



41,782 60 



We« the undersigned, having been appointed a committee to audit the above 
account of the Treasurer of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society, hav- 
ing examined the accompanying vouchers and compared them with the report, 
find it correct. 

ISAAC G. M'KINLEY, 
W^^IAM STAVELY, ' 
S. I^HALDEMAN. 
Uabhisburg, January 15, 1855. 
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FIELD CROPS. 

The Committee on Field Crops for the year 1854<, made the following re- 
port, which was also unanimously adopted, as was also a resolution thank- 
ing the author for the clear and comprehensive matttier in which it was 
drawn : 

To the Executive Committee of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Field Crops, organized by the appointment of John P. 
Rutherford, of Dauphin county, and John H. Ewing, of Washington county^ 
to fill the vacancies occasioned by the absence of Thos. B. Bryson, of Cum- 
berland county, and Jonathan Payson, of Chester county, respectfully report : 

That owing to the very severe drought of the last summer, which affected 
injuriously every product of the farm, there has been no competition for the 
premiums on any of the field crops, except com. George Drayton, farmer to 
Christopher Fallon, of Delaware county, and William Dripps, of Chester 
county, being the only applicants for the premiums on com, John Ruthrauff^ 
of Franklin county, the onJy applicant for the premiums on barley, and there 
being no applicants for any of the numerous otheir productions for which pre- 
miums were ofiered. 

From the certificates and statement furnished by Mr. Drayton, farmer to 
Mr. Failon, which are herewith presented and made part of this report, it 
appears that he produced from five acres of ground in one contiguous piece, 
accurately measured by a surveyor with chain and compass, five hundred and 
eight and one-fourth bushels of shelled corn, being one hundred and one 
bushels and twenty-seven quarts per acre, as ascertained by actual measure- 
ment of the whole in a sealed half bushel, between the 18th and 28th days of 
December last — all of which is certified to by the surveyor and two disinter- 
ested witnesses. The committee take pleasure, therefore, in awarding George 
Drayton, farmer to Christopher Fallon, the premium of fifty dollars for the 
best five acres of com, as taking into view the great drought they consider 
that product highly commendable to the producer. Mr. Drayton, farmer to 
Mr. Fallon, also furnished more than half a bushel of shelled corn, besides a 
quantity in the ear, as a sample of his crop, together with a full statement of 
the mode of cultivation, thus complying literally with every requisition of the 
society. 

They also award to William Dripps, of Chester county, the premium of 
twenty dollars for the second best five acres of com — Mr. Dripps hwring pro- 
duced on five acres and twenty-one perches of land, four hundred and nineteen 
and one-fourth bushels of shelled corn, being eighty-one bushels and twenty- 
one quarts per acre, as appears by the accompanying statement and certificates, 
which are also herewitHi^resented and made part of this report. 

By the statement and certificates furnished by Mr. Ruthraufif^ which are 
also herewith presented and made part of this report, he appears to have pro- 
dueed on five and one-fourth aeres of gionnd two hundred and sixty-four and 
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oiie*foi»rth baahels of barley> beings fifty and oiie»third bush^ per aeie, and on 
two acres and sixty-four perches one hundred and thirty-nine and one-half 
bushels, being fifty-eight and one-eighth busfaek per acre. The product of 
the larger as well as the smaller lot, is highly creditable to Mr. RuthraufiT, and 
we therefore award him a premium of twenty^five dollars for the best five 
acres of barley. Mr. RuthraufiT presented a few quarts, but not the required 
quantity of the barley as a sample, which prevented the committee from test* 
ing its weight* 

Your committee have noticed with pleasure the enlargement of the premiums 
offered for field crops, as well as the requisition from applicants of stricter 
evidence than in former exhibitions, of the measurement both of the groUnd 
and product. The award of premiums for an amount of produce per acre, 
which the great majority of the farming community believe (erroneouidy, if 
you please,) could not have been grown, keeps back competition, and tends to 
bring discredit upon the society. It is due, therefore, to the interests of the 
society, if not more to this incredulity itself, that the evidence upon which 
premiums for extraordinary productions are awarded, should be such as t6 
satisfy, at least, the honest, intelligent, practical agriculturist. Would it be 
too much, therefore, to require the several certificates o^ the surveyor, the 
applicant and his assistants, not only to be full and explicit, but to be verified 
by afiidaviti We are not aware of any objection to the substitution of affi- 
davits for the certificates, that would not apply with equal force to the requi- 
sition of the afiSdavit in any case whatever, nor can we believe that the honest 
applicant for a premium would make any objection to the substitution of the 
one for the other. Certain it is, that if the solemnity of the affidavit induces 
caution, prevents evasion and gives additional credulity to the statements, it 
will answer a most beneficial purpose. 

To insure accuracy and relieve the applicant from unnecessary embarrass- 
ment, your committee would most respectfully suggest the propriety of more 
specific requisitions and instructions in reference to the statement of the 
nature, depth and quality of the soil, the crop which for years was produced^ 
the kind, quality and quantity of the manure used, the mode of cultivation, 
the kind of seed, and the manner of sowing it, together with the publication 
of the forms of certificates or affidavits for the surveyor, applicant and assis- 
tants. All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

H. N. M'ALLISTER, 
J. P. RUTHERFORD, 
J. H. EWING. 



Statemsmt of GEoaoE Deayton, Farmer to Christopher Fallon, Upper 

Darby, Delaware Co., Pa. 

To the Committee on Winter Premiums ^ Pennsylvania State Agricultural Socieiy : 

GxNT].]naif :— fin complianee vnA the reqaisiti<ms of the soeietyi I hate^^ 
with present a statem^t of the mode of cniltivatiim and the kind el seed uset^ 
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by me in producing the corny a sample of which has been entered for compe* 
tition. 

The soil upon which my com was grown is a clay loam. Twenty-five loads 
of stable manure per acre were applied broadcast and {^owed in to a depth of 
from eight^to nine inches, then rolled before being thoroughly harrowed. It 
was»then marked out and planted in hills three by four feet. Part of it was- 
manured in the hill with a compost of soil, stable and poultry manure, and 
part with the improved super-phosphate of lime, manufactured by Prof. Mapes, 
erf* New York. It was planted on the 15th of May. It was suckered, leaving 
three stalks to the hill, and daring the proper season thoroughly worked with 
the cultivator* 

The seed was a mixture of the long White, Oregon, and Gourd seed ; the 
. White giving it length of ear, and the Oregon and Gourd seed depth of grain^ 
having in the three combined qualities possessed by no single variety. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

GEO. DRAYTON, 
Farmer to C. Falhn^ Esq^ 



1 da certify that on the twenty-fifth day of September, 1854, I surveyed 
and staked out for G. Fallon, Esq., ^y^ acres of corn in one contiguous piece/ 
as described in the above draft, (draft omitted,) with chain and compass,, 
according to the directions issued by the Pennsylvania State Agricultural 
Society. 

Witness my hand and seal, this fifth day of December, Anno Domini, 1854i.^ 

N. F. WALTER,- Sttr2;eyor. 



Upper Darby, January 13, 1855. 

This is to certify that we, the undersigned, did husk and crib, and between. 

the 18th and 28th day of December, did shell and measure in a sealed half 

bushel, the corn which growed upon ^ve acres of ground surveyed by N. F.. 

Walter, surveyor,^ for C. Fallon, Esq. And we do furthermore certify, that 

there did grow upon the same, five hundred and eight bushels and one peck of 

shelled corn. , 

JOHN HARVEY, [l. s.] 

WILLIAM PATTERSON, [l. s.] 



Statement of William Dripps, of Chester County. 

I hereby certify that on the 15th day of November last, I measured for 
William Dripps, on his Utrm in Valley township, Chester county, five acres 
and twenty-one perches of land, which had been planted with corn and was 
then standing in shock ; said shocks in my opinion containing no more cora 
than had grown on the ground measured* 
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I also at the same time measured one acre in^ the same field, which also 

appeared to embrace only the corn grown upon it ; that said measurement 

was made with compass and chain, and to the best of my knowledge and 

belief done correctly. 

JAMES B. MODE. 

East Fallo'^field, Jan, 3, 1855. 



We do hereby certify that we husked, shelled, and measured the corn grown 

on the above ground, and that the five acres and twenty-one perches yielded 

four hundred and nineteen bushels and one peck of shelled corn, and the one 

acre yielded ninety bushels of shelled corn — all being measured in a sealed 

half bushel. 

JOHN SMITH, 
RICHARD STRODE, 

For Thomas Bums. 
Valley, Jan. 3, 1855. 



The field that thc^ five acres and twenty-one perehes of corn was grown in, 
contained about eight acres ; it had lain in grass ^xq years ; the soil was of a 
middling good quality ; the subsoil was a yellow loam, laying on limestone. 
The situation of the field is from twenty-five to thirty-five feet above a small 
stream that runs through my place^ with a fifteen acre field between it and the 
run. The land is rolling, without any spring or water in the field. Through 
the winter I bought stable manure, at such times as I could get it, and hauled 
on. it at the rate of fifteen cart loads to the acre, (horse cart ;)«part of the five 
acres had no manure put on ; about one-third of it. We commenced. plowing 
about the first of May last ; was plowed one foot ^ee^^ well harrowed and 
rolled, and half of the field was drilled in on the 23d of May. There was a 
very heavy rain the next day ; we finished drilling the balance on the 6th of 
June; the rows were three feet nine inches, and the stalks fourteen inches 
apart. When the plants were about two or three inches above the ground we 
sprinkled some super-phosphate of lime (of my own manufacture,) on the 
rows, and when the plants were about four inches high, we run a hoe-harrow 
with the cultivator teeth out, and spike teeth in their place, through it once. 
When from eight to twelve inches high, we run the common hoe-harrow 
through it once. About the first of July we weed out by hand. I think we 
did not get the best part of the field in the five acres. We had no opportunity 
to select. When I left home to attend tha State fair at West Philadelphia, I 
gave my man directions about husking, but he misunderstood me and husked 
the part I intend«d to have measured ] we had to take what was left, and to 
get the proper quantity of ground in one piece, had to take in the part that 
was not mimured, and also a tree and gully that the heavy rain had niade In 
the spring, (24th of May.) I feel confident that the whole eight acres would 
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have avCTftged eighty-fi ve bushels to the acTe. As eridenee of that, the surveyor 
and myself could not discover any diife^enee in the maniured part, and I told 
him to measure off the one acre wherever it suited him best. That acre made 
ninety bushels shelled corn. 

WILLIAM DRIPPS. 

The plow used in the above cultivation, was the double Michigan. 



Statement of John Ruthrauff, of Feanklin County. 

Sirs : — The ground on which my barley grew latst season, was a wheat 
stubble, plowed shortly^after grain harvest. After laying some weeks it was 
well harrowed ; on the 20th of August I sowed in barley, three bushels to the 
acre, and plowed it in wilj^ the double shovel plow. When done seeding I 
rolled the ground with a heavy roller. The two acres and sixty-four perches 
had a light top dressing of manure previous to sowing. 

I am, sirs. 

Respectfully yours, &c., 

JNO. RUTHRAUFF. 
Prospect Hill, Fanklin co., Pa.y Jan. 8, 1855. 



Greencastle, Franklin co»y Pa.^ Dec, 5, 1854. 

To the Honorable Committee on Field Crops of the State •Agricultural Society : 

Sirs : — ^I surveyed accurately the pieces^ of ground Jno. Ruthraufl? had in 
barley last season, and do certify that one lot contained five and one-fourth 
acres, and the other eontained two acres and sixty *four perches — (5i acres ; 
2 acres and 64 perches.) 

JACOB HEICHERT, Survejfor. 



Greencastle, Franklin co.j Pa., Dec, 15, 1854. 

Gentlemen : — 1 measured accurately the barley raised by Jno. Ruthrauff, 
on the five and one-fourth acres of ground, and do certify that it made two 
hundred and sixty-four and a quarter bushels, being a fraction over dfty and 
ai|uarter bushels per acre — (6i acres, 264i bushels.) 

I also measured the barley raised by Jno. Ruthrauff on the two acres and 
«ixty-fouT perches, surveyed by Capt. Heichert, and do certify that it made 
one hundred and thirty-nine and one-half bushels of clean merchantable bar- 
ley, making a fraction over fifty-eight bushels per acre — (2 acres and 64^ 
perchea, 13^1 buriiels.) 

JAMES LONG. 
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The election of officers for the next year being in order, the chair stated 
that Judge Watts, the able and aoeompiishod president of the society from its 
Qi^nization, in a letter addressed to the Secretary, peremptoi^ily declined a 
re-election, and desired him to make this determination known at the annual 
meeting. The following is the letter : 

CARtisLE, Jan. 15, 1855. 
Robert C, Walker y Esq,, Secretary : 

Dear Sik : — I have always said to you that it was my purpose to decline a 
re-election to the office of President of the State Agricultural Society. I de- 
sire that you will make this determination formally known at the annual 
meeting. I must not be understood to mean that I intend to abate, in any 
d^ee, the interest I take in the useful purpose which our society is destined 
to mark out; on the contrary, I will always be ready, in any subordinate posi* 
tion, to oontribute all my ability to an enterprise which I estimate, in point 
of public economy, above all others. 

It has always been a subject of regret to me that our annual meetings should 
necessarily be held at a period when professional duty commands my atten- 
tion elsewhere. It would afford me great satisfaction to meet farmers from 
all parts of the State, and aid them to devise plans and means to promote their 
interest ; I should especially be pleased to have an opportunity to urge upon 
them the assertion of their right to the establishment of a school, where their 
sons may be taught the science, as well as the practical operations of agricul- 
ture, at a cost commensurate with the profits of their business. But this op- 
portunity is denied me, and I can only add the expression of a well matured 
opinion, that without that appropriate education which is sought and deemed 
essential to professional success, the progress and profits of agriculture must 
be slow, ver^r slow. 

I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient, 

FREDERICK WATTS.' 

Dr. A. L. Kennedy, A. M. Spangler and David Landreth were. appointed a 
committee to prepare a resolution expressive of the sense of the society, on the 
declination of the Hon. Frederick Watts being a candidate for re-election to 
the Presidency of the society, who after a few minutes reported the following- 
resolution : 

Resdvedj That the thanks of the society be and they are hereby tendered 
to the Hon. Frederick Watts, of Cumberland county, for the able, courteous 
and efficient manner in which from the organization of the society to the pre- 
sent, he has performed the duties of President. 

The meeting proceeded to an election, which resulted in the choice of the 
following gentlemen : 
President — James Gowen. 
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Vice Phesidents — Isaac B. Baxter, A. T. Newbold, Wm. C. Rudman, Alger- 
non S. Roberts, Thos. P. Knox, Abraham R, M'llvaine, Wm, Stavely, Henry 
P. Robeson, John Strobm, John P. Rutherford, Amos £. Kapp, George W. 
Woodward, Augustus Lukenbaugh, William Jessup, H. N. M'Altister, Jacob 
S. Haldeman, William Heyser, John S. Isett, John M'Farland, John H. Ewing, 
John Murdock, William Martin, Sr., William Waugh, William Bigler, James 
Miles. 

Additional Members of the Executive Committee — ^Frederick Watts, John 
S. Evans, A. 0. Hiester, Isaac G. M'Kinley, Simon Cameron. 

Corresponding Secretary — A. L. Elwyn. 

Chemist and Geologist — S. S. Haldeman. 

Librarian — David Mumma, Jr. 

The chair presented to the meeting the following letter, received by the 
Executive Committee from ihe Hon. James Miles, which was ordered to be 
published, and also referred to the corporators of the Farmers' High School. 

Habbisburg, Jan. 16, 1855. 

To the Executive Committee of the Pennsylvania State ^Agricultural Society : 

Gentlemen : — Believing the Agricultural interests of our State may be emi- 
nently promoted by the early establishment of the Farmers' High School, 
where a thorough practical and scientific education may be acquired by the 
youth of our State, who desire to make the tillage of the soil the business of 
their lives, I beg to make known to you, and through you to the gentlemen 
who are, or may be appointed trustees of the Farmers' High School of Penn- 
sylvania, that I will give to the Institution, two hundred acres of land, situ- 
ated in Girard township, Erie county, provided said school be located on said 
land. 

Yours truly, ♦ 

JAMES MILES. 
David Mumma offered the following preamble and resolution, which were 
adopted. 

Whereas, It is generally believed that a large portion of the several kinds 
of guano, now sold in our market, are, many of them, of a very inferior qual- 
ity, and some of them almost worthless, and the frequent imposition* prac- 
ticed upon our farmers, in consequence of the great difficulty in discriminating 
between a good and an inferior article, has much lessened, if not entirely de- 
stroyed the confidence in this highly valuable manure ; therefore, 

Resolved^ That we recommend, and respectfully urge upon the present Legis- 
lature the propriety of passing a law providing for the appointment of an In- 
spector of Guano for this State. 

On motion of A. M. Spangler, it was 

Re^olvedy That there be appointed by the chair, a committee consisting of 
five members to attend the annual meeting of the United States Agricultural 
Society for 1855. 
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On motion of Isaac G. M'Kinley, it was 

Resolved^ That the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society takes a deep 
iatcrest in the establishment of an institution for the instruction of the sons 
of th^ farmers of Pennsylvania in the most approved, practical and scientific 
mode of cultivating the soil ', and inasmuch as the ^< act to incorporate the 
Farmers' High School of Pennsylvania," passed at the last session of the 
Legislature was, unfortunately, so defective as to prevent an organization 

under it, the present Legislature is earnestly invoked to modify said act in 

• 

such manner as to secure the e^stahlishment of this most invaluable institution 
at the earliest practicable period. 

On motion of Mr. Stavely, it was 

Resolved^ That when the meeting adjourns it adjourns to meet at half-past 
seven o'clock thi* evening. 

Previous to the adjournment, Mr. Ewing, observing the President in the 
Hall, signified a wish to vacate the Chair, and after a few forcible and eloquent 
remarks gave place to Mr. Gowen, who upon taking the chair spoke as follows : 

Gentlemen : — I return you my sincere thanks for the honor you have done 
me in electing me President of this society for the current year. With the 
profound sense of the obligation conferred, I must also acknowledge the ap- 
prehensions I feel that the time I can devote, as well as the ability I possess, 
will be inadequate to the proper discharge of the duties of the office to which 
you have elected me. But one thing I can promise, in all confidence, and 
that is, that whatever I can do to promote the interests of the. society shall be 
done zealously and faithfully. It becomes me likewise to say that 1 consider 
it an honor to have^been chosen to fill the place vacated by my predecessor, 
the Hon. Frederick Watts, who so ably presided over the society since its or- 
ganization. 

A resolution of thanks was tendered to the Hon. John H. Ewing, for the 
able manner in which he had presided at the meeting. 
Adjourned till half-past seven o'clock. 

EVENING SESSION. 

A. L. Kennedy offered the following amendment to the fourth section of the 
constitution, which was not agreed to. Strike out last clause and insert: 

"At the time and place of the annual exhibition, there shall be held, under 
the auspices of this society, a Convention of Delegates appointed for the pur- 
pose by the County Agricultural' Societies, which convention shall elect its 
own officers, and be, in all respects, auxiliary to this society." 

On motion of William Stavely, the first section of the constitution was 
amended so as to read: 

<^ The society shall consist of all such persons as shall pay to the Treasurer 
not less than one dollar, and annually thereafter not less than one dollar ; th^ 
names of the members to be recorded by the Secretary." 
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On motion, it was 

Risolved, That the thanks of this society be tendered to the members of the 
House of Representatives for the use of their Hall. 

On motion the society adjourned. 

ROBERT C. WALKER, Recording Secretary. 



FARMERS' HIGH SCHOOL OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

MEETING OF THE TEUSTkES. 

In pursuance of the act of incorporation, a few of the persons designated by 
the act as trustees, met at Harrisburg on the 13th of June, 1854, for the pur- 
pose of considering its provisions. The members present did not constitute a 
quorum 'of the board. The Hon. Geo. W. Woodward presented the follow- 
ing resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved^ That Frbdebick «Watts, James Gowen and John Strohm be a 
committee, whose duty it shall be to report to the next meeting of the board 
of trustees a plan of organization for the Farm School of Pennsylvania, with 
such modifications of the charter and such legislative. appropriations as may 
be deemed advisable to apply for next winter. 

The board then adjourned to meet at Harrisburg, in the room of the State 
society, on Thursday, the 13th of July, at two o'clock P. M., of which meet- 
ing it was directed that each member of the board should have personal notice. 

ADJOURNED MEETING. 

Thursday, the 13th of July, 1854. There were present, Messrs. Watts, of 
Cumberland, Mummaand Rutherford, of Dauphin, M'llvaine, of Chester, Boa], 
of Centre, and Baxter, of Philadelphia ; there being no other member of the 
committee appointed at the last meeting, present, but the chairman^ he sub- 
mitted the following ^ 

REPORT. 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of the organization of the 
" Farmers' High School of Pennsylvania," are of opinion that no good would 
result from any effort to organize under the existing law. It is radically defec- 
tive in two particulars : First, in providing for a board of trustees composed of 
fifty or sixty members, many of whom are subject to constant removal by events 
having no reference to the interests of the institution, and living at so great a 
distanee from any point, that there could be no hope of getting them together 
to act at any time. Inasmuch as any. service to be rendered by a trustee must 
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be wholly gratuitous, it cannot be expected that individuals will make sacrifices 
so great as the proyisions of this bill demand. The board should not consist 
of more than thirteen members, of whom the Governor, Secretary of the Com- 
monwealth, Attorney General and President of the State Agricultural Society,' 
should be members ex-officio. Nine should be named in the bill. The term 
of service of three of these should expire at the end of each year, whose 
place jtnay be supplied by the election of three others, by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the State society. This Executive Committee is composed of the 
officers of the society, who, by its charter, are elected by the members and 
taken from each congressional district, thus covering the whole ground and 
all local interests of the State. We know not where the responsibility of 
such election may be more safely reposed. 

But the bill is defective because it makes no appropriation in aid of the 
project. There are many pubHc spirited men in the State who believe that 
the establi^ment of a school where boys may be educated for farmers, is of 
more importance than any design which could occupy public attention. It is 
a fact universally known, that the literary institution* of the country, as at 
present constituted, educate young men to a state of total unfitness not only 
for the pursuits of a farmer but as a companion for his parents, brothers and 
sisters, with whom he is expected to spend his life. He is therefore driven 
from them — ^from his father's estate— and into a profession for which he has 
perhaps little capacity, and where he is subjected to all the temptations of an 
idle life ; whereas, the Farm School proposes to impart an education which 
i» appropriate to a farmer, which educates his body to the art as well as his 
mind to the science of farming, and which will have the feature of making the 
institution so nearly self-sustaining as to bring education, in point of expense, 
within the reach of every man who desires to make his son an educated 
farmer. 

It is within the scope of our duty to make plain, through the medium of 
figures, a plan for the attainment of this object : 

A farm of three hundred acres, at $60, would cost ,., $18^000 

Additional buildings , , 10,000 

Stock and implements. . . , ...-• . , , ...^ . , , ,. ^,.,.,, .,...., 5,000 

Furniture, books and instruments ......•• . • 6,000 

Contingencies , 1^000 



40,000 



*^''^"'»— "W^- 



Let the State appropriate, in annual instalments of four 

thousand dollars .,-. . . . ..... . , , . ... ^.....^ $20,000 

Appropriation of State society, ." ..., 10,000 

M<Hrtgage loan , , , . . lOyOQO 



• 



« 
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To support the school will cost : 

Salary of Principal $2,500 

Two other Professors 3,000 

One other Professor. . . _ 1 ,200 

To sustain the institution annually . . , , • 10,000 

16,700 

Annual appropriation of State society. , $5,000 

Two hundred pupils, at $75 each 15,000 

Produce of farm 4,000 

24,000 

Surplus 7,300 

It cannot be doubted that if an opportunity be offered to the farmers of the 
State, by which their sons may be well instructed in all the elements which 
compose a good Englisft education, embracing mathematics, chemistry, botany, 
mineralogy, and all those kindred natural sciences, the study of which can 
alone make a perfect farmer, they would be glad to avail themselves of it, 
when the entire expense shall not exceed seventy-five dollars a year. While 
the youth is being instructed in all those branches of science which at all 
pertain to agriculture, and his mind is being enlarged to greater capacity for 
thought, he will be engaged in the actual business of the farm ; so that when 
he returns to his family and home, it is hut to continue his daily occupation, 
and with a zest which knowledge always imparts to labor. His attention will 
not be turned to those professional pursuits in which so few attain that degree 
of eminence which gives them even respectability of standing, and in which 
60 many sink into utter worth lessness and even degradation. 

To call a young graduate from the unmingled literary pursuits of a college 
and its concomitant associations, to the every day occupations of a farmer, of 
which he knows nothing, and to a society which he cannot appreciate, is a 
draft upon his endurance well calculated to excite disgust. But give him * 
knowledge of the reasons which Nature's God^ has assigned for all those 
things in which he is engaged. ; let him understand the mechanism of the 
implement he uses; permit him to exercise the dictates of his own educated 
mind amongst his associates and others to whom it will be his pleasure and 
pride to impart his information, and this, too, with hands acctistomed to labor, 
and you will ever after find him pursuing the happy occupation of a farmer, 
with profit to himself, great advantage to his neighbors, and a consequent 
benefit to the interests of the State. 

If the Legislature, at its next session, will sanction this enterprise, by 
amending the hill and making such an appropriation as is here suggested, we 
have the most entire confidence in the ultimate success of the work, and that 
there will be more applicants for admission to such an institution than should 
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be broagbt togetber at one point, and tbat tbia will be followed by otbera to 

be located at different points in the State. 
AU of which is lespectfully submitted. 

FKEDERICK WATTS, Chainmm. 

Tbia report having been read, and there not being a qnoram present, legally 
competent to transact business, Mr. M'llvaine, of Chester, ofiered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was agreed to : 

Resolved^ That the report just read be referred to Frederiek Watts, Crep. 
W* Woodward and A. L. Elwyn, whose duty it shall be to address the people 
of the State on the subject,'and ask the next Legislature to amend the bill, as 
indicated in the report, and that said committee make all necessary inquiries 
where the Farmers' High School of Pennsylvania may be most advantage- 
ously located, and that they invite propositions from all parts of the State, 
for its location* 



ADDRESS. 

TO THE PEOPLB OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

We jeftt you to the foregoing proceedings for the salject upon whieh wv 
address yon, and we can offer little else to explain the object in view. There 
is no bnsiness In IHe which can derive more aid from the light of knowledge, 
than the pursuit of agriculture ; there is no business which can conduce so 
mueh to human happiness as this ; there is no business in which there are so 
many persons employed ; all others, in the aggregate, do not make so many, 

^ and yet it is a fact that there is no school in our State adapted to educate a 
farmer. It may be truly said that the farmers of Pennsylvania have never 
derived any advantage from the large appropriations which have been made 
by the Legislature to the several colleges of the State. The price of an edu- 
cation at those institutions has always been beyond their means 5 and the 
quality of it, when obtained, has added comparatively little to benefit them. 

* What we now propose, is to establish a school where practical farming and all 
the knowledge which pertains to a right understanding of that subject shall 
be taught, and that the product of the labor of the pupil shall be appropriated 
to his education and maintenance, to such an extent as to bring the price of 
learning within the reach of those whose business and habits require the 
study of economy. How many are there, who, knowing the value of an 
education, feel desirous that their sons should have its benefit, and yet look 
around in vain for an institution whose teachings are so practical as to pre- 
pare youth for the pursuit of agriculture 1 How many, too, fear the dissipa. 
tions of a town — the temptations of a period devoted alone to study — the 
conviction that the son will be educated in mind and habituated in body, to a 
state of entire unfitness for practical and active life 1 If this want is to be 
supplied, it behooves those who are interested in agricultural pursuits every 
3 



34, PENNSYLVANIA STATE 

where, to interest themselves in the establishment of a "Farmers' High 
School." Individuals who have no feelings to gratify and no interests to sub- 
serve, beyond the mere desire to do good, are willing to devote their time and 
their money to the organization of such an institation. They, too, propose 
to appropriate a mach larger sam than that asked of the State, and the ques- 
tion is submitted to the reflection of the people, whether they will not take 
an interest in a project which so much concerns them, and urge upon their 
representatives the importance of the measure. 

With a determined purpose that this design, which promises snch important 
results, shall not fail for want of an efibrt, and anticipating the favorable ac- 
tion of the Legislature at its next session, we have been instructed to examine 
into the subject of where the "Farmers' High School" shall be located. It 
is very certain that its location will confer great advantages on the commu- 
nity around it. The example which it will afibrd — ^the knowledge it will im- 
part — ^the expenditure it will annually make — are matters worthy of considera- 
tion, and will probably induce individual exertion to have it located at dif- 
ferent points in the State. We are instructed to solicit and receive proposi- 
tions on this pfint, to be submitted to the board of trustees as soon as the 
institution shall have been organized. Any communications on this subject, 
addressed to either member of the committee, will receive a right direction, 

FREDERICK WATTS, 
GEO. W. WOODWARD, 

A. L. ELWYN, 
July 2], 1854. Committee. 



PREMIUMS AWARDED AT THE ANNUAL FAIR AT PHILiyDELPHIA, 1864. 



CATTLE. 

No. 1 — Short Horns. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State JlgrictUtteral Society: 

Of the Committee of Judges appointed on Short Horns, Messrs. Eeyser and 
Bolmar did not attend. Their places were filled in the way pointed out in 
the instructions given, by substituting Wm. Stavely and Jonathan Knight, of 
Bucks county ^ and after cieirefully examining the stock entered for exhibition, 
the committee award the following premiums : — Among so many good 
animals it was often difficult to discriminate, and owing to this difficulty, the 
committee has made some compromises by recommending special premiums. 
That the conclusions of jthe committee are entirely free from errors, or will 
in all respects meet the views and expectations of all persons, can hardly be 
hoped ; having, however, acted according to the best of their judgment in 
good faith, the results are herewith respectfully reported. 
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Btftts three ymri idd and i^p^oarda. 

To Anthony Bolmmr, of Chester eounty, Pa^ for hid ball «' Harry/' 

the first premium of, .«.• .... $20 00 

To Wm. Fernistone, of £aaton, Pa., for his bull '^ Cato," the seeond 

premium of .^..— 15 00 

To George Brinton, of Chester county, for his bull "Mars," the third 

premium of • ,-..- • .^ • . . • 8 00 

Bulls between two and three years old. 

To Dennis Kelly, of Philadelphia, for his bull " Lord Harrington," 

the first premium of • • . . ....«^ 15 00 

To Thomas Kicheson, of Philadelphia, for his bull '« Uenry Clay," 

the second premium of. . . « « - 8 00 

To Davis Hoopes, of Chester county, for his bull , the third pre- 
mium of • • ....«• •.•^. ■• • 4 00 

Bulls between one and two years old. 

To George A. Ereeble, of Montgomery county, for his bull "General 

Taylor,^ the first premium of 10 00 

To James Gowen, of Mount Airy, for his bull " Duke of York," the 

second premium of ....•••€.. .-.^- — . . 5 00 

To George Martin, of Philadelphia, for his bull " Strawberry," the 

third premium of 3 00 

Bull Calves under ten months old. 

To Anthony Bolmar, of Chester county, for his " Charley," five 

months old, the first premium of 5 00 

To John R. Barton, of Philadelphia, for calf " Woodbine," four 

* 

months old, the second premium of. 3 00 

To Richard Cartwright, of Philadelphia, for his bull calf [not named,] 

four months old, the pemium of. 1 00 

Cows three years old and upwards. 

To James Gowen, of Mount Airy, for his cow " Isabella," the first 

premium of. .^^ • . 20 00 

To Anthony Bolmar, of Chester county, for his cow' '' Flora," the 

second premium of. ..^., . . 10 00 

To Owen Sheridan, of Philadelphia, ^r his cow <' Sally," the third 

premium of. . • « 6 00 

Heifers between two and three years old. 

To James Gowen, of Mount Airy, for his heifer ." Young Lady," the 

first premium of « » ..•^. 15 00 

To Dr. John R. Barton, of Philadelphia, for his heifer " May Flower," 

the second premium of ...• 10 00 

To Thomas P. Remington, of Philadelphia, for his heifer " Beauty 

8pot," the third premium of . . , • , ; • 5 00 
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Heifera between wie and twb years old. 

To David Meconkej, of Chester county, for his heifer " Hose," the 

first premium of ..••• « $fO 00 

To John Clark, of Philadelphia, for his heifer **Kate," the second 

premium of. • ••...• 5 00 

To James Gowen, of Mount Airy, for his heifer ^* Blossom," the third 

premium of « 2 00 

Heifer Calves under ten months old. 

To Thomas P. Remington ^ of Philadelphia, for his ** Donna Maria 

4th," the first premium of • , . • 5 00 

To Anthony Bolmar, of Chester county, for his heifer, ^ve months 

old, the second premium of • • • « . 3 00 

To Thomas P. Remington, of Philadelphia, for his " Miss Barring- 
ton," the third pemium of. , 1 00 

The display of Durham cattle was large and very good. Among the largest 
contributors were Messrs. James Gowen, of Mount Airy, Anthony Bolmar, of 
West Chester, and Aaron Clement, Dennis Kelly and Thomas P. Remington, 
of Philadelphia ; the herds of the first named two gentlemen were exceedingly 
fine. There were also may other excellent specimens on the ground, and in 
view of the number and quality, the committee fe^l as if full justice could not 
be done to the enterprise and liberality of gentlemen who have given their 
attention and means to the improvement of this breed of stock, without the 
bestowal of some special premiums. No such power being vested in this com- 
mittee, it respectfully makes the suggestion to the Executive Committee of tbje 
society, and recommends the following special pemiums: 

To John A. Sheets, of Berks county, for his bull *^Juno," over three 

years old ^.,^. $8 00 

To Adrian Cornell, of Bucks county, for his bull " Pontiac," over three 

years old 8 00 

To Thomas P. Remington, of Philadelphia, for his bull " Lord Bar- 

rington," between two and three years old • . . . .^ • 4 00 

To William Devine, of Philadelphia, for his bull " General Scott," 

between two and three years old • 4 00 

To Lewis P. Hoopes, of Chester county, for his bull between one and 

two years old 3 0§ 

To Thomas P. Remington, of Philadelphia, for his bull calf, ten 

months old « 2 Of 

To Joseph Palmer, of Philadelphia, for his heifer ^^ Lucy," between 

two and three years old , • .^ • . . . • 5 00 

To Aarou Clement, of Philadelphia, for his heifer *^ Ellen," between 

two and three years old ...». t ..•••»,*.••«« t 5 00 
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To the same for his two heifers, ** Flora" and " Bcaaty," each |2., . $4 00 

To same for. heifer <« Duchess.'?. ,^.. ..«« ^^ ...., 9 00 

Mr. Remington's heifers, '* Fanny," four and a half months old, and 
^* Flora," fi:i'e months old, are worthy of especial commendation. 

JOHN EVANS, 
WM. STAVELY, 
JONATHAN KNIGHT, 

Cammiitet* 



No. 2 — ^Devons. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State .Agricultural Society: 

The Committee appointed on Devon Cattle, No. 2, respectfully present the 
following awards: 

Bulk of three years and upwards. 

To Morris Longstreth, of White Marsh, Montgomery county, for his 

hull '^ Buck," three years and six months old, the first premium of $20 00 

To C. P. Holcomb, of New Castle, Del., for his bull , four years 

old, the second premium of • 15 00 

To George A. Krieble, of Montgomery county, for his bull " Echo," 

seven years old, the third premium of. .... • • •«•••• 8 00 

Bulls between two and three years old. 

To Thomas Hancock, of Burlington, N. J., for his bull •* Winchester," 

two years and six months old, the first premium of. «.••••••.•• • 15 00 

To Aaron Clement, of Philadelphia, for his bull, two^eats old, the 

second premium of. • ••••••••. 8 00 

To Christopher Fallon, of Upper Darby, Delaware county, for his bull 
^^ Wm. Bigler," between two and three years old, the third pre* 
mi am of. •.... 4 00 

Bulls between one and two years old* 

To Aaron Clement, of Philadelphia, for his bull, one year and four 

months old, the first premium of 10 00 

To Richard Pim, of Thorndale, Chester county, for his bull, one y6ar 

and one month old, the second premium of 5 00 

To C. P. Holcomb, of New Castle, Del., for his bull «' Granby," one 

year old, the third premium of. • ....«•• .^ • 3 00 

» 
# 

Bull Calves under ten montliSi 

To Charles H. Muierhead, of Philadelphia, for his bull, four montha 

and two weeks old, the first premivin of*. •.•••«,••.>.• i, « t .«• i '5 00 
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To G. P. HolcomlH of New Castle^ DeL, for bis bull, six moDtbs old, 

the second premium of, « , ^^^ «.« •• . • • $3 00 

To wme, for bis bull, five moAtbs and two weeks old, the third pre- 
mium of. . •••« • ••••# •••*••••' 2 00 

Cows of three years and upwards* 

To C. P. Holoomb, of New Castle, Del., for his cow « Betty," six 

year^ ol<j[> the first premium of « •••.... 20 GO 

To same, for his cow '« Cherry," six years old, the secoad premium of 10 00 

To William H. Stewart, of , for his cow, five years old, the third 

premium of ...^ 6 00 

Heifers between two and three years old* 

For first premium — No merit. 

For second do. do. 

To Morris Longstreth, of White Marsh, Montgomery county, for his 

heifer, two years and six months old^ the third premium of. 5 00 

Heifers between one and two ye^s old* 

To John Lippencott, of Bucks county, for his heifer, one year and 

eight months old, the first premium of 10 00 

To Richard Pirn, of Chester county, for his heifer, one year and five 

months old, the second premium of 5 00 

To Morris* Longstreth j of White Marsh, Montgomery county, for his 

heifer, one year ai^d six months old, the third premium of. 2 00 

Heifer Calves under ten months* 

To C. P. Holeomb^ <rf New Castle, Del., for his heifer, five months 

and two weeks old, the first premium of • 5 00 

To same, for his heifer, eight months old, the second premium of. . . , 3 00 
To Thomas Hancock, of Burlington, N. J., for his heifer calf "Violet," 

eight months and two weeks old, the third premium of 1 00 

We beg to express our great satisfaction with the greater part of the animals 
that came before our observation, and particularly commend Mr. Morris Long- 
streth's bull " Berry." 

Altitipugh this is only the fourth exhibition of the sotciety, we cai^not let the 
opportunity pass without assuring the President,. and all who take.intere^ in 
the society, that we consider exhibitors have made unexampled imprpvQm^nt 
in the cattle s^it for competition. 

W0 further beg leave to ofifer the following p»»poei(ioa8.for thf&.considiBra- 
tion of the present and any future President and Conomittee of the Pennsyl- 
vania State Agricoltaittl Society, viz : 

1. That each separate and distinct breed of animals shall, in future, be so - 
placed in the stalls as to follow eaeh other. 
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2. That each animal, intended for. br^ecUog from, sbaJI^have a namey-ni^d 
the exact age stated in years, months, -weeks, and, in ail very young ones, 
«vep days. 

3. That each exhibitor shall give his exact address. 

Should thesi suggestions hereafter become rules, we wish and hope that 
those who intend to send cattle for competition to future Fairs, will be par- 
ticular in adhering strictly to them ; for, by so doing, they will greatly facili- 
tate the committees in their decisions, and benefit themselves. 

KOBERT T. FOTTS, 
SAMQEL GILLELAND, 
PASCHALL WORTH, 
JOHN WM. GIBBONS, 

Committee. 



No. 3. — Heeefords. 
Nob. 4, 5 and 6. — ^AyeshIjip, Holstein anp Auieansy. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Jlgricultural Society : 

The Committee on Ayrshire, floistein and Aldemey Cattle make the fol- 
lowing report : 

•Ayrshire. 

To A. R. M^Ilvaine, for the best bull betweu&n three and four years old, $20 00 
To A. L. Pennock, for the best bull between one and two years old. . 10 00 
To Aaron Clement^ of Philadelphia, for the best cow three yearf old. . 20 00 

To C. W. Harrison, for the best heifer between two and three years, 15 00 

» 

Holstein, 

To John Worth, for the best cow three years old « 20 00 

To same, for the best heifer. between one and two years old. 10 .00 

To the same, for the best heifer calf ten months old ....•••• 5 00 

jSfJemey. 

To Jonathan Knight, of Bucks county, for thte be^t bull three year^ 

old, the first premium of. «..^«.«^ • . • •■ • • 20 00 

To .Miu^shall Strode, of Chqster county, for ^he second best bull, ^he 

fiie^pnd premium of. • • ..• .* • • • • • ^., 15 00 

To Thomas P. Remington, of Philade)phia| for tfao ^bird best bul}, 

the th^-d prenuMW 9f^ . » ,..•*•».•.,»««••>» ..... 8 PO 

To .Wfi. Supplee, of Phikdelphia,.for the best bull batw^n one and 

twoy^TSQld-r**** «**i* •••.••»*.M'*« l^ PP 

To Avon Clement, for the second best bull between one and two years 

«14 .,..,.. ?PQ 



/ 
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To Craig Biddle, of Philadelphia, for the third best bull between one 

and two years old • • • • • • $4 00 

To Thomas P. Remington, be^t ball calf ten monthn old •-• 5 00 



JiUtmey Cows. 



• 



To Peter Rose, of Philadelphia, for the best Alderney eow between 

three and four years old \ 20 00 

To Thomas P. RemiogtoD, for the second best 15 00 

To Wm. Supplee, for the third best 6 00 

To Thomas P. Remington^ for the best cow between two and three 

years old • . • . .^ 15 00 

To Lewis R. Hillard, of Montgomery county, for the second beat, 

between two and three years old 5 00 

To WiS. Supplee, for the best Alderney heifer between one and two 

years old ^ 10 00 

To L. H. Twaddell, of West Philadelphia, for the second best be- 
tween one and two years old. . . • • ^ •« 5 00 

The committee consider the foregoing cattle in fine condition, and highly 

creditable to the exhibition. 

WM. KENNEDY, 
JOHN J. ROWLAND, 



No. 7. — Natives and Grades. 

To ike President of ike Sennsylmmia State Agricultural Society : 

Your Committee (No 7) on Natives and Grades respectfully report, that 
they award the following premiums : 

To James Gowen, of Mount Airy, for the best bull between one and 

two years old • $6 00 

To Isaac Newton, for the second best . . ..^^ • • 4 00 

To Reuben C. Lewis, for the best bull under ten months 3 00 

A special premium is recommended to Aaron Clement for his grade 

bull, eleven months old •••«'• • • 5 00 

To Robert Purvis, for best cow over three years old 12 00 

To John J; Rowlin, for second best over thresr years old ^-,.. 10 00 

To Jesse M. Williams, for third betft over three years old • 8 00 

To Christopher Fallon, for best heifer between two and three years 

old. ..V 10 00 

To C. W. Harrison, for the second best between- two and 'three years 

old A 8 00 

To Isaac NeWton, §99 the 'third best between -two and three yaara old^ 4> 00 
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To Hichard C^irtwright, for the best heifer between one and two 

yeftrs old $6 00 

Te Christopher Fallon, for the second best between one atid two 
' years old. • 4 00 

To Abraham L. Pennock, for third best between one and two years 

old 2 00 

To Isaac Newton, for best heifer calf under ten months old 3 00 

To Kichard Cartwright, for second best under ten months old 1 OQ 

We also recommend special premiums to be given as follows : 

To Peter Kose, for native heifer « • ...^^ .... 5 00 

To Christopher Fallon, for two grade cows 10 00 

To A. C. Jones, for a native cow •• 5 00 

To James Mars, for five grade cows • • 20 00 

To Richard Cartwright, for a native cow « • 10 00 

To Bernard Devlin, for two heifers 5 00 

To John Turner, for one grade cow. . , ^ , , , , 6 00 

To W. P. Passmore, for one grade cow .••••.••••• 6 00 

To same, one pair 'twin calves ...•.,... 4 00 

To Francis Little, for two grade cows « 10 00 

To Thomas D. Taylor, for two native cows , « ft ♦ . • • . • 10 00 

To George Martin, for two grade cows • « 10 00 

To P. Lambert, for one grade cow • . • • 6 00 

To Nathan Ellmaker, for two grade cows. 10 00 

SAMUEL ROBERTS, 
DANIEL C. GETTY, 
JOSHUA PAXSON, 

Commiitee, 






No, 8 — WoBKfNG Oxen* 

To the President ofthi Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The Conimittee on Working Oxen respectfully present the following report 
as their awards : - 

i'or the premium offered by the society for the twenty yoke of working 
oteo contended for by the Society of Chester, they award the premium of 
fifty dollars, to be given to the agricultural society of that county, and also 
recommend a silver medal to be offered to the same society. 

For the best three yoke they assign the premium of twenty dollars to the 
thzee yoke owned by Pasehall Worth, Thomas S. Woodward and Lewis P. 
Hoopes, of the couo^' at Chasten 

For the second best three yoke they award the second premium of fifteta 
dolkm to Geo. Blighti C. H. Mvirhewl a&d TkoButa Dunlop. 
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The committee desire to express their admiration of a pair of Devon oxen, 
owned by Mr. Geo. Blight, that in every respect showed the best breaking 
and the greatest dociiity« 

For the best single yoke they award the first premium of twelve dollars to 
Richard Pirn, of Chester county. ' 

A second premium of^ten dollars^ to Joseph Powell, of the county of Dela- 
ware. 
A third premium of eight dollars to Thomas B. Taylor, of Chests. 
There were two or three other pairs of oxen entered for exhibition, but they 
were not brought before the committee, nor tested as to their working quali- 
ties. The committee cannot refrain from expressing their warmest admira- 
tion of the animals exhibited, possessing, as they did, all properties essential 
for the uses of the farmer. 

The committee suggest to the Executive Committee the propriety of award* 
ing a discretionary premium of eight dollars to George Newton, for a well bred 
and well broken pair af yearlings. Also, a similar mark of encouragement to 
Chauncey P. Holcomb, of the State of Delaware, for a beautiful pair of two 
year old Devon oxen; 

The committee, in common with every farmer on the ground, cannot but 
speak warmly of the high interest displayed by the farmers of Chester county, 
in this exhibition, and to augur from the feelings displayed on this occasion, 
the happiest results to ^e agriculture of our State and country. 

WM. A. NEWBOLD, 
NATH'L ELLMAKER, Jr., 
RICHARD PETERS, 
CHALKLEY HARVEY, 
A. L. ELWYN, 

Committee. 



No. 9. — Fat Cattle. 

To the President of the Pennsyltmnia State JSgnenltural Society : 

The Committee on Fat Steers respectfully report that they award the £r^t 
premium of fifteen dollars to Joseph Palmer, of Kingsessing, for his fine four 
year old sheirt horn steer. Although there was no competition, the style, 
form, weight and quality of this aniinal was audi as to antitle him to the 
above premium. 

AARQN CLEVBNT, Chr'm. 
CUAS. KELLY, 
WM. J. LEIPB8, 
WM, EYKE, Jb^ • 

CommiUu. 
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No. 10. — Milch Cows, 



To the President of the Pennsylvania State Jigricultural Society : 

» 
The Committee, No. 10^ on Milch Cows, beg leave to report that they have 

performed the duty assigned them, and find that Peter Rose, of the 24th 
ward, of the city of Philadelphia, is entitled to a premium of twenty dollars, 
for the best grade cow, ^^Milk Maid," seven years old; said cow having 
yielded or produced two hundred and twenty-eight quarts of milk in ten 
days, viz: from the 12th to the 22d of Sept., 1854, inclusive; that the weight 
thereof was five hundred and forty^seven lbs., and that it took eighteen quarts 
of said milk to make one pound of butter. Said cow calved on the 22d of 
August last. These facts are attested by depositions of Peter Rose and Han- 
nah Rose, his wife. 

GEO. WALKER, 
STEWART TURTILL, 
JACOB PAINTER, 

Committee. 



No. il. — ^PoBEiGN Imported Cattle. 

To the Pre^dent of the Pennsylvania State •Agricultural Society : 

The Committee of Judges on Foreign Imported Cattle, No. 11, two years 
old and upwards, report that they award for the best short horn bull, imported 
within twelve months, the premium of twenty-five dollars, and diploma, to 
Chas. Kelly, for his bull ^'Liberator." There was no other short horn bull 
of recent importation, of two years old, to comepte with this animal. The 
committee, however, deemed him worthy of the premium. 

To Christopher Fallon is awarded the premium of twenty dollars and 
diploma, for his very fine cow *'Rose," she being considered the best short 
horn cow on the ground, imported within twelve months. Mr. Fallon ex- 
hibited another fine short horn cow, of recent importation, called <^NeIly." 
Also, a fine young roan bull, under nge, of muoh promise. 

The committee cannot but commend Mr. FaUom, for his public spuria and. 
jud^ious selection of the above imported cattle. 

Thomas P. Remington exhibited ^'Rowena," a short horn cow, imported 
within twelve. months; also, a young short bom white bull, under age and in 
very low condition. It is hopoi that .undftr good care these animals will, 
reward thei^ enterprising, owner for importing tbam, and prove servieeaUe in 
the improvement of the breed of cattle ia Pennaylvwiia. There were no 
Herefords, Ayrshires or Deioaw of jeosnt impodfttioa esdiibited, with the 
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exception of a very fine young Devon bull of eleven months old, called "De- 
vonshire/* the property of Chauncey P. Holcomb, of Delaware. 

JAMES GOWE\, 
R.W. MUSGRAVE, 
JOHX B. ADAMS, 

Committee. 



HORSES AND MULES. 

No. 12. — Stallions and Mares for all Work. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The Committee, No. 12, appointed on Stallions and Mares, respectfully 
* report, that they proceeded to examine the different animals exhibited in this 
class and division, in the order of their arrangement in the printed regulations 
of the society, and have awarded prizes as follows, viz : 

Stallions of four years and upwards for all work. 

To George Bellows, of Lancaster, N. H., for his stallion "Morgan 

Black Hawk," ten years old, the first premium of $30 00 

To William H. Doble, of Fenn'a, for his four year old stallion "Ba- 
shaw," the second premium of • 15 00 

To Allen Fennimore, of New Jersey, for his stallion "Trafalgar," 

the third premium of • 5 00 

A complimentary diploma is recommended for Mr. George Belk>WB, of New 
Hampshire, for a very fine pair of young Black Hawk stallions, exhibited 
together. 

Blood Mares of four years old and upwards^ with foals at their feet ^ for all work. 

To A. L. Pennock, Jr., of Holmesburg, Pa., .for his seven year old 

mare "Jane Eyre," first premium of. $30 00 

To same, for his six year old mare "Dolly Sager," second premium, of 15 00 
To Francis King, of Philadelphia, for his eight year old bay mare, 

the third premium of \ 5 00 

Stallions of four ytars M anduputardi^ for heavy draught. 

To Samuel Holman, of C^iester county. Pa., for his six year old 

"Duke of Normandy," first premium of 30 00 

T6 A. J. Stewart, of Huntingdon county, for his six year old "Juniata 

Fire King," second premium of • 15 00 

To Thomas S. Davis, of Philac^lphta, for his nine year old "Lebanon 

Farmer," third premium of. • . • '• • 5 00 

A number of v«ry fine aaimals of this elan wenf exhibited, und the com* 

mittee regretted they had mbt morepvemiums to awards 
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Brood Mares of four years old and upwards, with foals at their feet ^ far heavy 

draught. 

To Joseph Lewis, of Delaware county, Pa., for this seven year old 

^^Juliet," first premium of ,. . « • • $30 00 

To John ScoU, of Hestonville, Pa., for his twenty-five year old "Sally," 

second premium of • 15 00 

iiut two mares of this class were exhibited. 

Stallions of four years old and npwardSy for quick draught. 

To J. M. Hamill, of Philadelphia, for his four year old stallion "Mor- 
gan Jackson," first premium of ....... • 30 00 

To tiosea Ball, of Philadelphia, for his seven year old stallion "Lone 

Star," second premium of. 15 00 

To John Clark, of Philadelphia, for his eight year old stallion "Tom 

Morgan,".../ 5 00 

Mares of four years old and upwards^ for quick draught. 

To Hosea Ball, of Philadelphia, for his four year old mare *'Fanny," 

first premium of • 30 00 

Only one of this clasi^ exhibited. 

Stallions of four years old and upwards^ for draughts 

To M. A. Kellogg, of Philadelphia, for his seven year old "Abdallah," 

first premium of 30 00 

To Gen. William irick, of Burlington, N. J., for his nine year old 

**Toronto," second premium of ^ 15 00 

To J. B. Schenck, of Bucks county, for his seven year old "Macki- 
naw," third premium of t • • . • • 5 00 



Mares of four years old and upwards^ for draught. 
None exhibited. 

Stallions three years old and under fow years, ^ 

To John Kline & Co., of Montgomery county, for their three year 

old "Perfection," first premium of. •••,.-• 30 00 

To Samuel R. Sager, of Holmesburg, Pa., for hia three year old 

"Grey Sherman," second premium of » 15 00 

To same, for his three year old "Bkck Sherman," the third premium of 5 00 

Mares three years old and under four years. 

To Hosea Ball, of Philadelphia, for his three year old "Fanny," first^ 

premium of tt «* «••»• ••»,*,». *..t •ivt'f*^ 30 00 



46 PENWStLVANlA STATE 

To Thomas Leiper, of Delaware county, for his three year old 

"Fanny," second premium of $15 00 

To George G. Leiper, Jr., of Delaware county, for his three year old 

<'Di Vernon," third premium of. * . ,^.. ^ b 00 

r 

Stallions two years old and under three years. 

To A. Reybold, of Delaware City, Del., for his two year old "Morgan 

Black Hawk," first premium of ..-.^ ...^ 30 00 

To A. L. Pennock, Jr., of Holmesburg, for his two year old "fiay , 

Sherman,"^second premium of , , .^., 15 00 

To Hosea Ball, of Philadelphia, for his two year old ''Nebraska," 

third premium of 5 00 

The horses exhibited of this class were so numerous, and many of them of 
»o fine a quality, that the judges earnestly recommend for extra premiums, or 
complimentary diplomas, the following, viz : ' 

To K. Plumpstead, of Upper Darby, Pa., for his two year old "Jack- 
son Junior," Diploma 

To Abraham Brower, for his two year old "Gen. Wayne," Diploma 

To William D. Clark, of Delaware City, Del., for his two year old 

"Rob Roy," .^..^ Diploma 

To Abraham Brower, for his two year old "Eclipse,"., . . , Diploma 

Mares of two years old and under three years. 

To Joseph Lewis, of Delaware county, for his two year old "Fanny," 

first premium of • . , .^^ $30 00 

To £. Hindle & Sons, of West Philadelphia, for their two year old 

"Betty," second premium of; • , . •..^. .• • • 15 00 

StalHon coits of one year old. 

To Hosea Ball, of Philadelphia, for his one year old "Lone Star," 

the first premium of. • 15 00 

To William J. Quein, of Chester county, for his one year old "Mingo 

4th," second premium of 10 00 

To Francis King, of Philadelphia, for his one year old "General 

Duroc," third premium of ■«.... 5 00 

Mare colts one year old. 

To Hosea Ball, of Philadelphia, for his one year old colt "Fancy," 

first premium of 15 00 

To Samuel Holman, of Chester county, for his one year old "Brown 

Filly," second premium of. ; 10 00 

To same, for his ^Inm Grey Filly," the third premium of. 5 00 
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At the request of the President, the committee examined two stallions 
described as thorough bred, of domestic origin, and award, 
To Dr. Miller, of Philadelphia, for his eleven year old stallion 

"Mingo," first premium of . $30 00 

To Thomas Leiper, of Delaware county, for his five year old s All ion 

"CaHeiidet Irvine," second premium of 20 00 

G. H. GROSSMAN, 
JAMES ANDREWS, 
JOHN G. PALMER, 

Committee. 



No« ISi.— ^Matched Hobabs, Geidings, Single Makes, Jacks and Mules. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agrictdtural Society : 

The undersigned, appointed to examine matched horses, geldings, single 
mares, jacks and mules, respectfully report that they have had great pleasure 
in discharging their several duties. 

The exhibition of horses, in the class desij^nated for your committee's re- 
port, has been large and attractive. Never, perhaps, has there been such a 
splendid collection of horses in Pennsylvania. Your committee expected the 
appearance of many specimens of the finest blood and action, but they have 
been agreeably diAippointed by the variety and general excellence of the stock 
exhibited. 

Before awarding the premiums, your committee ask permission to make a 
single remark : It is a fact that public attention has been directed for years to 
the improvement of the breed of cattle, hogs, sheep, and even chickens, white 
the horse, the noblest animal in the service of man, has been comparatively 
neglected. True, there are niiany. superior horses in the State, and many have 
been presented for exhibition, but they are exceptions to the general rule. 
There is ample room for improvement in the introduction of thorough*bred 
horses — the moderate use of them, the selection of the finest mares for breed- 
ing, instead of those broken down by age and labor. Such a course might 
be more expensive, but the foals of such animals would command a full remu- 
neration, and every one be benefitted by the style, action, power and endurance 
of thorough-bred horses. 

Your committee award the first premium of thirty dollars, for best matched 
carriage horses, to Watson Kewbold, of New Jersey ; the second, of fifteei;i 
dollars, to John Emmett, of Philadelphia ; the third, of ^ve dollars, to Rosea 
Ball, of Philadelphia ; and the first premium of twenty dollars, for matched , 
mares, to Wm. R. "Brown, of Bucks county. 

The matched horses of Mr. Newbold, «ire well mated, and remarkable for 

'superior style and gentleness^ those of Mr. Emmett, for action and endurance ; 

and those of Mr. Ball, as good roadsters and elegantly trained. The mares 
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of Mr. Brown, are distinguished for symmetry and bottom, also for bein^ 
admirably broken and fitted for service. A discretionary premium of five dol- 
lars is recommeuded for the Highland ponies exhibited by Zephania Campbelf, 
of Philadelphia. For matched farm horses (he first premium, of thirty dol- 
lars, is awar^d to Geo. W. Hocker, of Montgomery county ; the second, of 
fifteen dollars, to Hosea Ball, of Philadelphia; the third, of Byc dollars, to 
John Giltiilan, of Philadelphia 4 and a discretionary premium of ten dollars 
to Henry $:5. Kupp, of Berks county, for the best single draught gelding. The 
horses of Mr. Hocker exhibit fine size and great muscular development ; those 
of Mr. Ballj for strength and kindness, and those of Mr. Gilfillan, are noted 
for general excellence as good farm horses. The bay horse of Henry S. Kupp 
indicates great strength, combined with light footedness ; he is a superior spe- 
cimen of his kind. 

The first premium, of fifteen dollars, for farm mares, is awarded to £Ii 
Logan, of Chester county. 

The first premium, of ten dollars, for best gelding for saddle, is awarded to 

F. A. Shower, of Philadelphia; the second, of seven dollars, to Thomas 
Craig & Son, of Philadelphia. 

The committee awarded to Charles T. Mathews, of the city of Philadel- 
phia, a diploma for the best "framed" saddle horse of the ** menage," of 
superior action, lightness, spirit and good disposition, trained according to the 
y French system. 

The first named is well gaited, gay, sure*footed, easy and graceful in mo- 
tion ; the second and third are fine horses, spirited, well oroken and beautiful 
in action. 

1 he first premium, of ten dollars, for the best gelding for harness, is awarded 
to Michael Trainer, of Philadelphia; the second, of seven dollars, to Jame^ 

G. Smith, of Philadelphia ; the third, of five dollars, to Howard Tilden, of 
Philadelphia. 

The first two named are remarkable for speed, blood and splendid action ; 
the third is gay, docile and a beautiful traveler. 

A discretionary premium, of ten dollars each, is recommended to be given 
to the following gentlemen : — Michael Trainer, O. G. Howard, Samuel K. 
Bye, Wm. P. Brock, Win. F. Murray, Jacob Peters and Cyrus Haldeman, for 
their several horses. There was a number of splendid horses exhibited be- 
sides those already mentioned, but they were not entered for competition. 

In advising the discretionary premiums, we do not wish to detract from the 
horses named as entitled to the regular premiums — these are selected from the 
entire display. 

The first premium, of ten dollars, for the best mare for harness, is awarded 
to M. A. Kellogg, of Philadelphia ; the second, of seven dollars, to Morris 
Spackman, of West Philadelphia, and the third, of five dollars, to J. \V. 
Meholson, of New Jersey. These are sgpertor animals, of fine blood, style 
and actioft. 
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The first premium, of twenty dollars, for the hest jack, is awarded to Wm. 
C. Henderson, of Lancaster county ; the second, of ten dollars, to Aaron 
Clement, of Philadelphia ; and the first premium, of twenty dollars, for the 
best jennet, to Wm, Cox, of Philadelphia. 

The first premium, of twenty dollars, for best pair of mules, is awarded to 
George W. Hocker, of Montgomery county f the second, of ten dollars, to 
same, and the third, of five dollars, to Olom Lewis, Jr., of Delaware county* 

The first premium, of twenty-five dollars, for the hest team of mules, is 
awarded to F. A. Shower, of Philadelphia ; the second, of fifteen dollars, to 
Eli Logan, of Chester county, and a discretionary premium, of ten dollars, to 
Morris Spackman, of West Philadelphia, for a very superior single mule. 

Your committee, in conclusion, record their testimony to the very credita- 
ble stock exhibited. 

JOHN H. BERRYHILL, 

WILLIAM COLDER, Jk., 
A. E. KAPP, 

Committee. 



No. 13. — FoKEiGN Imported Horses. 
To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Imported Horses award to Richard B. Jones, of Philadel- 
phia, a diploma ^and premium of twenty dollars, for his imported stallion 
" Caliph." As Mr. Jones did not exhihit an authenticated pedigree of " Ca- 
liph," according to the regulations, he could not expect the premium of* a 
*' thorough bred" — ^but the committee have no doubt, from the appearance of 
the horse and the statements made, that he is of the Arab stock. 

Two Spanish stallions, imported from Cuba, were exhibited by John Amey, 
of Philadelphia, to which we award a diploma and premium of five dollars. 

WM. A. IRVINE, 
W. M. BIDDLE, 

Committee. 



No. 14*. — Sheep and Wool. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The. Committee, No. 14, on Sheep and Wool, beg leave to report, that they 
have attended to the various duties assigned them, and have awarded as fol- 
lows : 
To John Worth, of Chester county, for the best Southdown buck, a 

premium of ,..•..... ••• . .• •^•••,.)i $10 00 

To same gentleman, for second best, premium of. . • • • • «. « , ,.*^., 6 00 

4 
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To Joseph Cope, of Chester county, fpr his Southdown ewes, first 

premium of . . • « • $10 00 

To same gentleman, for second best Southdown ewes, second pre- 
mium of. • 6 00 

To same gentleman, for best Southdown lambs, a premium of. 10 00 

To same gentleman, for second be«t Southdown lambs, a premium of 6 00 

To Lewis P. Uoopes, of Chester county, for four Southdown sheep, 

a complimentary premium of ..^^., . 8 00 

To Aaron Clement, of Philadelphia, for eight Southdown ewes, a 

coipplimentary premium of. , 8 00 

To George Drayton, of Delaware county, farmer to Christopher Fal- 
lon, for the best imported Leicester buck, a premium of. 10 00 

To same gentleman, for the best imported Leicester ewes, a pre- 
mium of. 10 00 

To Bryan Jackson, of the State of Delaware, for the best Cotswold 

ewes, a premium of • 10 00 

To Aaron Clement, of Philadelphia, for the second best Cotswold 

ewes, a premium of 6 00 

To Bryan Jackson, of the State of Delaware, for the best Cotswold 

lambs, a premium of 10 00 

To same gentleman, for best Cotswold buck, a premium of 10 00 

To Nathan Garrett, of Chester county, for second best Cotswold buck, 

a premium of. • . 6 00 

To Morthy & Fiinn, of the State of Delaware, for the best mixed 

. hlood ewes, a premium of , 10 00 

To George Drayton, of Delaware county, farmer to Christopher Fal- 
lon, for second best mixed hlood ewes, a premium of 6 00 

To same gentleman, for a lot of mixed breed, a premium of 10 00 

To Ge6. D. Parris, of Burlington county, New Jersey, for a Leicester 

buck, a special premium of . , ^ ^., ,^.,. 6 00 

To Isaac Newton, of Delaware county, for his broad tailed or Tunis 

buck, and mixed blood lambs, a special premium of . i ...^ 10 00 

To Aaron Clement, of Philadelphia, for Spanish Merino huck, a pre- 
mium of • ^,.^ 10 00 ' 

To same gentleman, for the second best Spanish Merino buck, a pre- 

mium of 6 00 

To same gentleman, for the best Spanish Merino ewes, a premium of 10 00 

To same gentleman, for the second best Spanish Merino Ewes . . ..,^.. 6 00 

To Morthy & Flinn, of the State of Delaware, for the lots of the 

hest fat sheep, ten in number, a premium of .,^ , 10 00 

To John Worth, of Chester county, for second best lot of fat sheep, 

a premium of. • • 8 00 

To A. T. Newbold, of Burlington county. New Jersey, for four 
sheep, eight nionths old, imported' from Tartary in China, a spe- 
cial premium of...,,,,t«tit.t. •«.••••#• #.«.4^ 20 00 
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N. B. — These 'dieep breed twice a year, and have from four to mx lambs at 
a birth ; the mutton remarkably, excellent. They were imported directly from 
Shanghai by Pratt & Sons, of Philadelphia* 

To Dr. J. Bolton Davis, of Columbia, South Carolina, for oneOai^- 
mere buck goat, a yearling, and for two kids of the same, (one 

mixed with Nankin goat,) three months old • . . Silver medal 

N. B. — These animals attracted general attention, and your committee be- 
lieve they can be raised in Pennsylvania. 
To Morthy & Flinn, of the State of Delaware, for the best fat ^eep 

under two years old, a premium of • $6 00 

T(^Greorge Drayton, farmer to Christopher Fallon, of Delaware county j 

for the second best fat sheep, a premium of 5 00 

To Morthy & Flinn, of the State of Delaware, for the third best fat 

sheep.... , - ••• 3 00 

To Jonathan Knight, of Bucks county, for a fine mixed buck, a pre- 
mium of. 10 00 

To Peter A. Browne, Esq., of Philadelphia, for his extensive and 
magnificent collection of " Pile," (hair and wool) from all parts 

of the habitable world Silver medal 

N. B . — This collection was an object of universal observation and admira- 
tion. 

In conclusion, your committee report that they have had a very arduous 
duty to perform, and are sensible that meritorious animals have been neces- 
sarily ruled out in consequence of the wording of the list of premiums. In 
some instances y6ur committee have endeavored to surmount the difficulty 
by awarding special premiums. 

Your committee respectfully recommend that the terms " long wooled," 
" loiddle wooled," and " short wooled," be no longer used. 

ISAAC NEWTTON, 
BENJ. HICKMAN, 
BRYAN JACKSON, 
Committee. 



I 



No. rs. — Swine. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania StiUe •dgricultwral Society : 
Committee,* No. 15, on Swine, report as follows : 

Large Breeds, 

To Thomas Yedman^ for the best boar over two years old, first pre* 

miom of. . . • • ... ••^.t^-* . • • .••.•••«•••*, .^-i •«••■..... •-•.• $10 00 

To Wm. Drippt,.of Chester cuMinlyf for the best' boar over one year 

old, first preauum- of • •«• 1 1 • t «•••«••••.«••.«•.•*•»•• • *^.»^ • • • « 10 00 
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To I. 6. UpdegroFe, of Dauphin county, for the next hest boar, second 

premium of.. . . « . • • |5 00 

, To Marshall Strode, of Chester county, for the best boar over six 

months old, first premium of • .10 00 

To Andrew Godfrey, of Philadelphia, for the best sow pver two years 

old, first premium of 10 00 

To same, for the next best over one year old, second premium of . . . . 5 00 
To Lewis P. Hoopes, of Chester county, for the best sow over six 

months old, first premium of • 10 00 

To Francis Strode, of Chester county, for five pigs under six months 

old, first premium of. . . • • • • • • .^.. • 10 00 * 

To Chalkley Harvey, of Delaware county, for &ve pigs under six 

months old, second premium of ..••.... 5 00 

Berkshire Stock » 

To James Go wen, of Mount Airj^, for the best boar (white) over two 

years old, first premium of 10 00 

To same gentleman, for the best boar (white) over one year old, first 

premium of • 10 00 

To same gentleman, for the best boar (white and black) over six 

months old, first premium of 10 00 

To same gentleman, for the next best boar (white) over six months 

old, second premium of , , .,.,... 5 00 

To Robert Purvis, of Philadelphia, for the best sow (black) over two 

years old, first premium of • • • 10 00 

To James Gowen, of Mount Airy, for the next best sow (black) over 

two years old, second premium of ...,.••.. ; 5 00 

To same gentleman, for best sow (white) over one year old, first pre- 
mium of. _.. 10 00 

To same gentleman, for next best sow (white) over one year old, 

second premium of • ..^ « 5 00 

To same gentleman, for best sow (white and black) over six months 

old, first premium of ^ 10 00 

To Adrian Cornell, of Bucks county, for five pigs under six month9 

old (black) first premium of . . . , «....; 10 00 

To Robert Purvis, of Philadelphia, for six pigs under six months old, 

(black) second premium of • • . , . 5 00 

Small Breedi Suffolk Stock. 

To Adrian Cornell, of Bucks county, for the best boar over two years 

old, first pemium of. • ^ •. .•••-• 10 00 

To same gentleman, for best boar or&t six m(Mitk8, firBt premium of 10 00 

To same gentleman, for best sow over two years, first premium of.. . 10 00 
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• 

To same gentleman, for best sow over one year old, first premium of, $10 00 • 
To same gentleman, for Bvp ^igs under six months old, first premium 

of- 10 00 



> 



Grade Stock, 



To H. L. Strackbine, of West Philadelphia, for best sow, four years 

old, of the Duchess county breed, the first premium of ^0 00 

To John H. Miller, of Delaware county, for the best sow, six months 

old, first premium of • • • • 10 00 

To Cyrus Miller, of Lancaster county, for next best sow, six months 

old, second premium of • 5 00 

To same gentleman, for the best boar, six months old, first premium 

of 10 00 

To John H. Miller, of Delaware county, for next best boar, over six 

months old, second premium of .•• 5 00 

Fat Stock, • 

To Thomas Yeaman, of Philadelphia, for best fat hog, one year old, 

first premium of 5 00 

To James Gowen, of Mount Airy, for next best fat hog, one year old, 

second premium of .•.. • • . 3 00 

The committee would make honorable mention of a very fine boar, of the 
Chester county stock, exhibited by Benjamin Hickman, of Chester county, 
4fi months old ; also, a fine lot of shoats, of dififerent ages, thirty-one in num- 
ber, by the same gentleman. We think him entitled to a premium of $10, 
for his very excellent display of stock. 

MARSHALL PAINTER, 
MARSHALL B. HICKMAN,' 

RICHARD PARKER, 
« 

Committee. 



No* 16. — Poultry. ' 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Jjgricultural Society : 

The Committee, No. 17, on Poultry, beg leave to make the following re- 
port : » 

After a careful examination of the handsome display presented on the 
ground, of the various kinds, the premiums are awarded as follows : 

Shanghais, 

Three, (one cock and two hens) to John Smith, of Harrisburg, the pre- 
mium of • ..^ $3 00 

Thr«e, (one cock and two hens) to Robert Purvis, of Philadelphia. . 8 00 
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Dorkings, 

To James Killen, of Germantown, for best lot of Dorkings, not less 

than three.. • . • ....•• • • .^^-t • . $3 00 

To George F. Gar wen, of Delaware oountyy for second best 2 00 

Black Spanish, 

To James Killen, of Germantown, for best pair of Black Spanish.. . . 3 00 
To Wm. Leonard, of Philadelphia, for second best , • • • 2 00 

Bucks County Fowls, 

To George Vanartsdalen, of Bucks county, for best cage of Backs 

county fowls ....•«•• t^. • • • • .^ • . • ..••.... 3 00 

Brahma Pootras. 

To Dr. James, Crabb, of Philadelphia, for three Brahma Pootras, 

(one cock and two hei$s) 3 00 

To Jonathan Dorwart, of Lancasl!er, for three 'Brahma Pootras, (one 

cock and two hens) • • • • 3 00 

Cochin China, 

To Dr. James Crabb, of Philadelphia, for three Codtin Ch^inas, 

(one cock and two bens). . • • • . 3 00 

To Jonathan Dorwart, of Lancaster, for three Cochin Chinas, (one 

cock and two hens) • •••••• 3 00 

To Aaron Clement, of Philadelphia, for three Cochin Chinas, (one 

cock and two hens) ».•• 3 00 

Chittagongs, 

To George U. Yard, of Trenton, N. J., for one cock and two hens.. . 3 00 

Bantums, 

To Wm. M. Clark, of Philadelphia, one oock and two hens 3 00 

To same, one cock and two hens,* blacky. « . ... • « . • • ••« ..« 200 

Garnc Fowls, 

To Jonathan Dorwart , of Lancaster, for best three, (one cock and two 

hens) first premium • • • • — ^^ ......•• •« • • 3 00 

To Wm. Leonard, of Philadelphia, second best • . • • • 2 00 

Native or Dunghill Fowls, 

To Geprge Vauartsdalem, of Bucks .cpunty, for one .oock smd two: hens 3 00 
To Jonathan Dorwart, 4>f Xiuic&aler.'dQ.. • w • » .do • • •^.•.* ^ • «^.do.. .» 2 ' 00 
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Poland Fowls. 

« 

To Jonathan Dorwart, of Lancaster, one cock and two hens. 4 $3. 00 

To Wm. Leonard, of Philadelphia, for one cock and two hens 2 00 

For the two best lots of Poultry exhibited. 

To John Smith, of Harrishurg 10: 00 

To Robert Purvis, of Philadelphia 10 00 

Largest collection of Fowls exhibited. 

To S. C. Radford, of West Philadelphia, five hundred fowls 10 00 

To Jonathan Dorwart, of Lancaster, for second largest.. . . • 8 00 

Turkeys. 

To Jonathan Dorwart, of Lancaster, for best pair of turkeys 3 00 

To S, C. Radford, of West Philadelphia, for second best - . .-.-. 2 00 

♦ Geese* 

To H. W. Ditman, of Philadelphia, for best pair of Bremen geese.'. 3 00 

Muscovy Ducks, 

To Wm. Leonard, of Philadelphia, one pair Muscovy ducks .-. 3 00 

Common Ducks. 
To Jesse M. Williams, of Philadelphia, best pair common ducks.. . 3 00 

Pea Fowls. 
To Wm. Leonard, of Philadelphia, best pair pea fowls - 5 00 

Guinea Fowls, 
To Jonathan Dorwart, of Lancaster, best pair. .* 3 00 

Pigeons. 

To Wm. M, Clark, of Philadelphia, for best exhibition of pigeons... 5 00 
To E. Heston, for second best exhibition of pigeons .^t 3 00 

Imported Fowls, 

To George H. Yard, of Trenton, N. J., for best pair of imported 

fowls . • • • . • • « . .-.^-* d ^ 

To John M'Gowan, for second best pair of imported fowls. • 3 00 

N. B.— The committee, in awarding the premiums, desire to say, that in 
consequence of the close competition in the best Shanghai and Cochin China 
fowls, and " best display," to do justice to the parties, agreed to award pre- 
miums of equal merit. 

The committee, with great pleasure, state that they confidently believe the 
display of poultry, in every department, far exceeded any thing of the kind 



56 PENNSYLVANIA STATE 

previously presented at any of our agricultural fairs ; and the committee feel 
that those who add so much to the heauty and attraction of the grand display, 
deserve to btf most favorably noticed. Many of the fowls were very superior, 
aQd, consequently, the competition very close. The committee, in some in- 
stances, transcended their powers, but believed it just to act as they did. 

In addition to the premiums awarded above, the committee ask respect- 
fully to recommend the following 

DISCRETIONABT PREIHIUMS. 

To William A. Clark, of Philadelphia, for Silver Hamburg $3 00 

To same gentleman for Golden Hamburgs 2 00 

To James Gillespie, of Philadelphia, for fine collection of Cochin 

China fowls 5 OO 

To same gentleman for handsome display of fowls • 5 00 

To Jonathan Dorwart, of Lancaster, Pa., for Harvey fowls , • . 3 00 

To same gentleman, for geese 2 00 

To same gentleman, for display of ducks 3 00 ^ 

To M.'H. Cornell, of Bucks connty, for Merino fowls 3 00 

To James Killen, of Germantown, for Silky fowls. . '. • . . . • 4 00 

To same gentleman, for display of poultry. «... 8 00 

To Hammond Holden, for Golden pheasants , 3 00 

To same gentleman, for Silver pheasants .•-• .•/.••...•.... 2 00 

To same gentleman, for Bolton Grays.. . • 2 00 

To Peter Rose, of Philadelphiaj» for Bremen geese, *.»^ . 3 00 

To G. & C. K. Engle, of Philadelphia, for Shanghai fowls 3 00 

To same gentleman, for Cochin China fowls, bred from imported stock, 8 00 

To A. Smith, of , fpr English Bantum ,. 3 00 

To Aaron Clement, of Philadelphia, for fine collection. ...•.• .^.f . . 8 00 

m^ - - - • 

To William Leonard, of Philadelphia, for display of Bantums • 3 00 

To 89me gentleman, for display of Frizzled 3 00 

To same gentleman, for display of Golden pheasants #•....••. 2 00 

To same gentleman, for fine display 5 00 

To G. H. Yard, of Trenton, N. J., for eight fowls, weighing ten 

pounds each « -.^^^ - • • • . • 5 00 

To same gentleman, for very fine display of Chittagongs • • 5 00 

To J. C. Longstreth, of — , for one coop of Bremen geese 3 00 

To John Sloan, of , for two coops of handsome young Shanghais, 5 00 

To George Vanartsdalen, of Bucks county, for very handsome dis- 
play and variety.^ 5 00 

To Joseph Breding, of , for display of Cochin and White 

Shanghais . « , .^^^ 5 00 

To J. J. Hoopes, of , for handsome display. 8 00 

To Jesse M. Williams, of Philadelphia, for display of ducks, Java 

fowls, geese, 6ce •«...; 8 00 
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To K. L. Ruttea, of , for one cage of Indian mountain game. . $3 00 

To Pierce Byren, of , for three cages of Indian game, and one 

cage of fine Shanghais 6 00 

To same gentleman, for one imported English pheasant 3 00 

To Dr. James Crabb, of Philadelphia, for fine collection of Bantums, 3 00 

To same gentleman, for fine collection of imported hens ^-, .... 2 00 

To same gentleman, for fine collection of Indian mountain game.. . . 2 00 

To same gentleman, for general display • .^. „ 5 00 

To S. C. Radford, of Philadelphia, for ducks, Poland fowls, Bantums 

and doves • • • 5 00 

To same gentleman, for two rages of pigeons and Black Hamburg 

fowls 3 00 

To same gentleman, for two cages of blue turkeys 3 00 

To same gentleman, for one pair of Hongkong geese • 2 00 

To John M'Gowan, of , for general display of Shanghais 8 00 

To D. H. Brown, for one cage of California quails ^- 3 00 

T^ W. W. Clark, of Philadelphia, for handsome cage of birds 3 00 

To Michael Crock, of , for a display of forty-eight Ferrets. . , 5 00 

To Geo. Curwen, of , for display of white and buflf Shanghais. . 5 00 

To Z. Campbell, of Frankford, for one basket Cochin China hen eggs, 

weighing three oz. each « ■• 2 90 

To same gentleman, for $ve cages of bufiT Shanghais 3 00 

To same gentleman, for one cage of Bantums •.. . • * 3 00 

To Z. Campbell, for general display, • • ••.» • . . . • 3 00 

To H. W. Ditman, of Oxford, for fine Shanghai fowls, • 3 00 

To J. A. Gochering, for handsome Shanghais and Brahmas, 3 00 

To John Lippincott, of , for display of wild ducks, 3 00 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. J. JONES, 

CHAS. K. ENGLE, < 

ADRIAN CORNELL. 

Committee, 



No. 17. — Ploughing Match. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The Committee, No. 17, on Ploughing Match, respectfully report, that they 
award a special premium of a silver medal to Newell French, for his Michigan 
double plough. The committee are of opinion that this plough is the great- 
est improvement of the age for deep ploughing. The committee also award 
a premium of fifteen dollars to Newell French, for ploughing with his Michi- 
gan double plough. 



\ 
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The committee award the first premium of SIO to George Buchanan, of 

, for his "Wiggins" plough, and the second premium of |8 to Jesse 

Paulding for his jilough entered as " No. 10," and the third premium of five 
dollars to Prouty & Mears, for their plough. 

To Jacoh Sibbit, the first premium as ploughman, , $ 15 00 

To George Blake, the second premium as ploughman, • 10 00 

To Robert Blake, the third premium as ploughman,.. 8 00 

To H. Kudolph Trego, for best plough boy under eighteen years of age, 

premium of. ..•••.•• • • • • • • • •- ••.^-^ ...•••••«• 10 00 

To Greorge Sackell, a boy over eighteen years of age, and under 

twenty-one, a premium of • • •....«...• 8 00 

Respectfully submitted, 

G. BLIGHT BROWNE, 
JOHN JOHNSON, 
GEORGE W. SHAEPFER, 
WILLIAM BELL, • 

WILLIAM STAVELY, 
ADRIAN CORNELL, 

Committee, 



i 



No. 18. — ^Fabsi Implements, No, 1. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State ^Agricultural Society: 

The undersigned committee, No. 18, beg leave to make the following re- 
port and award of premiums: 

To Thomas Castor, for best farm wagon .« $10 00 

To Pasehall Morris &c Co., best square expanding harrows 3 00 

To G. B. Rogers, second best. « . ... •. do. . • , • • 3 00 

To James Morris, for best corn cultivator, << Buckman^s," a diploma, 

and ,., . ••. 5 00 

To D. Landreth, for second best. . . . do • 3 00 

To S. & M. Pennock & Co., for best grain drill, exhibited by Paschal] 

Morris & Co., diploma and ..^ ••..••• 15 00 

To Stacy, for second best grain drill, diploma and. 10 00 

For third best grain drill, Lee & Thompson, " Moore's^" exhibited by 

Pasehall Morris & Co., diploma and ' 5 00 

For best seed planter, **Petindck's," exhibited by Pasehall Morris & Co. 10 00 
For second best seed planter, "L. Patee,'V exhibited by Pasehall Mor- 
ris & Co ; .,, , 5 00 

To Pasehall Morris & Co., for best cultivator for general purposes, 

^^Peckham's " patent, diploam and • , • . • • 10 00 
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• 

To C. B. Rogers, second best cultivator ^ , • ,. $5 00. 

Tp D. Landreth, for best small seed sower v • 10 00 

To D. & H. Wolf, for second best do., exhibited by Paschall Mor- 
ris & Co ; , 5 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best roller 5 00 

To C. 6. Rogers, for second best.. . .do • 3 00 

To Paschall Morris Co., for best fanning mill, "Roberts' United 

States," diploma and .^ ... .^ .•....•• 10 00 

To F^schall Morris & Co., for second best fanning mill, " Keech & 

StiUwell's" i ..,,.. 5 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best corn stalk cutter, «0. U. Seely's" 5 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for second best corn stalk cutter, "Daniel's" 3 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best vegetable cutter, «' Ruggels & Co." 5 00 
To Paschall Morris & Co., for second best vegetable cutter, '' Whitte- 

more's". 3 00 

TO Paschall Morris & Co., for best corn and cob crusher, "Nichols' " 10 00 

To D. Landreth, for second best corn and cob crusher, <' Sinclair's " 5 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best clover huller, "Hunsicker & Co." 10 00 

To Hibbs & Co., of Bristol, for second best clover huller • 5 00 

To Paschall Morris 6c Co., for best horse cart, made by. M. Coleman 

&; Son, Philadelphia « 5 00 

To D. Landreth, for best ox cart.' « . .^.. 5 00 

To D. Landreth, for best horse rake, by Hibbs & Co., of Bristol 5 00 

To D. Landreth, for second best horse lake, "Independent ". . . . . *» 3 00 

To Paschall Morris &r Co., for best ox yoke •.•^-« 5 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for second best ox yoke, "Pennock's "... 3 00 
To Paschall Morris &; Co., for best corn sheller, hand and horse power, 

L. H. Davis' patent - 10 00 

To D, Landrethj for second best corn shellefr, horse power, Heading's 

patent ..*..... .•^.- 5 00 

To D. Landreth, best road scraper 3 00 

To C. B. Rogers, second best road scraper —. • 2 00 

To Joseph Y. Collins, for best wheelbarrow. ^ • Diploma. 

Your committee beg leave to say, that there were many other articlesr on 
exhibition, which were well worthy of attention ; but owing to the great 
amount of labor attending the duties of the committee, and a want of pro- 
per arrangement of the articles, we could not give them that examination 
which many of them merited. 

We would respectfully suggest, that the duties of this eomUkittee, at another 
ejKbibition, be divided into not less-thanthre^ committees. 

We ^b^ leave tor fepctft «t|;»t we have exarained the ^<^8elf-!%tifting Vifrm 
Gate,'? depoasted by To^nsead ShaffpkM,'ethil^lod' by I'aisehall Morris^ Co.» 



. 
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and pronouace it admirable in every particular, and therefore award him a 

diploma. 

DAVID COCKLKY, • 

WM. H. HOLSTEIN, 

ISAAC W. VAN LEER, 

Committee. 



^0* 19.— ^Farm Implements, No. 2. 
To the President of the Pennsylvania State .Agricultural Society : 

Your committee, No. 19, respectfully report that the Farm Implements sub- 
mitted for their examination, as per catalogue, were of a superior quality, and 
they award the following premiums and diplomas : 
To Paschal] Morris & Co., for best churn, Spain's Atmospheric barrel 

churn. | ^ 00 ' 

To D. Landreth, for second best churn 2 00 

To Melloy & Ford, Philadelphia, best twelve milk pans 3 00 

To do. for second best .. <. do... 2 00 

To do. for best milk strainer 2 00 

To do. • for second best do ,..., ^,-, 1 00 

All the articles exhibited by Messrs. Melloy & Ford were of a superior 
quality. 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best potato masher • • $3 00 

To Charles Heite, of Philadelphia, for best grain cradle ^ 2 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., best scythe and snathe Diploma. 

To D. Landreth, for second best scythe and snathe $1 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best six hay forks, Sheble & Lawson. . . 3 00 

To D. Landreth, for second best six hay forks 2 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best six grass scythes • Diploma. 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for second best six grass scythes. . • • .^^ • $2 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best six axes, Beatty's... Diploma. 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best manure forks, Sheble & Lawson's |3 00 
Your committee would here observe that forks of all descriptions displayed 
by the firm of Sheble & Lawson were of the finest quality. 
For best six Devonshire shovels^and best six canal shovels — the dis- 
play of these articles exhibited by D. Landreth, and by Paschall 
Morris & Co., were so good and similar that the committee award 

to each a « . . . • Diploma. 

To D. Landreth, for best six spades ..^^ • • .Diploma. 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best six corn hoes. .•.••••« .... «••••• |3 00 

To D. Landreth, for second best six corn hoes • •^.« • 2 00 

To Paschall Morris Sc Co., for best lot of graiu meaMires. « 3 00 

To John H. Allen &; Co.^ for best doxen of wire brooms •«..••• 2 00 
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To John H. Allen & Co., for best dozen of Shaker or corn brooms. . . $2 00 

To John H. Allen & Co., for best half dozen com baskets 5 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for second best half dozen corn baskets . , . 3 00 

A butter worker, simple in construction, and admirably calculated 

for the making of butter, was invented and presented by Miss 

Letitia A. Smith, of Chester county. It was exhibited by Paschall 

Morris & Co. Your committee would award it a premium of. . . 3 00 

To E. J, Dickey, exhibited by Paschall Morris & Co., for second best 

butter worker, a premium of ....•• • # . . • , . 2 00 

To Henry A* Dreer, for a beautiful case of horticultural implements. 3 00 

To Jonathan K. Rhoads, for a superior lot of scythe stones Diploma. 

To D. Landreth, for best hoisting hay forks $3 00 

An almost endless variety of implements were presented under this class, 
^o, 2, principally by Paschall Morris & Co., and D. Landreth, which were 
not entitled to premiums by the printed catalogue. 

Your committee would do violence to their feelings, and injustice to Messrs. 
Paschall Morris & Co. and D. Landreth, did t^hey not take further notice of 
the very large and fine display of implements made by those gentlemen, of 
every variety and of the finest quality for agricultural and horticaltural pur- 
poses in the most extended applications of the term, giv'ing an earnest to the 
agricultural community that they are capable of supplying any demand made 
on them for implements in all their variety. The committee feel much plea- 
sure in awarding to each a • • • « • ^ • • • ...«•. Silver medal. 

In conclusion your committee would respectfully suggest the propriety of 
having all articles that may be presented for exhibition hereafter, placed to- 
gether under their respective classes or numbers. Such an arrangement would 
save the judges trouble in their arduous duties, as well as much dissatisfac- 
tion among contributors. 

THOMAS P. KNOX, 
JESSE GEORGE, 
^ GUSTAVUS ENGLE, 

Committ^, 



No. 20. — Yauvl Implements, No. 3, 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The Committee, No. 20, on Farm Implements and Machinery have examined 
with as much care as time would permit, the articles submitted to their in- 
spection, and have been greatly gratified with the appearance of the exhibi- 
tion, and feel that, although they have endeavored to do justic to the exhibi- 
tors, yet in much they possibly haVe'failed. The great variety of implements 
exhibited to us, and the necessity of examining edch separately, prevent th« 
committee from portienlaTizing. 
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The committee would must respectfully suggest that hereafter a separate 
committee be appointed on steam power and hydraulics, as a knowledge of 
farm implements and machinery does not necessarily imply a knowledge of 
either of the former. 

Your committee have awarded premiums ^s follows, viz : 
To John Stull, of Philadelphia, for the best portable saw mill.. .Silver medal. 
To C. B. Rogers and David Landreth, for the next best, the sum of 

$5 each $10 00 

To A. L. Archambault, for the best steam engine for farming pur- 
poses, easily portable, diploma and ••«..- 20 00 

To Alduck & Sargent, for the best portable grist mill, C. W. Brown's 

patent, • 20 00 

To Straub & Balliet, for the next best Diploma. 

The committee also award ten dollars to Henry Loyer for Levitt's im- 
proved corn and cob mill. 
To Pascball Morris & Co., for Atkins' Automaton self reaper and 

raker # Silver medaL 

To Lee & Thompson, for the Pennsylvania reaper and raker, exhi- 
bited by Paschall Morris & Co $10 00 

To S. G. Allen, of Salem, N. J.,*/or improved combined .reaper and 

mower, exhibited by Paschall Morris & Co., is awarded. . . .Silver medal. 

To David Landreth, for Hussy's reaper and mower ..., . $10 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for Manny's reaper and mower, manufac- 
tured by Wm. Johnson & Co 10 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for Manny's combined reaper and mower, 

with an improved separator • . . . .W • • . # .Diploma. 

To Boyer & Bro., Harrisburg, for J. W. Hugit's self sharpening 

reaper and mower combined $10 00 

To R. T. Elkinton, of Philadelphia, for M'Cormick's reaper and 

mower combined • • • • Diploma. 

To Jesse Urmy, of Wilmington, Del., for reaper and mower com- 
bined......^ ^-. ......^ $20 00 

To C. B. Rogers, for Allen's mower Silver medal. 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for Wood's mower, Manny's patent $ 10 00 

To Wm. Manning, for North American mowing machine, with revolv- 
ing knives, working with one or two horses 10 00 

To Abner Garrett, of Chester county, for Hallenback's mowing ma- 
chine, exhibited by Paschall Morris & Co ...,..• 10 00 

To R. T. Elkinton, of Philadelphia, for the best sweep horse power. 

Pelt's horse power .,., • . . • . 10 00 

To C. B.- Rogers, for second best do. do t 5 00 

To Alfred Blaker, of Bucks county, for the best railway horse power 10 00 
To David Landreth, for the second best do.. . • •• . « 5 00 
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To Paschall Morris. & Co., for Gilbert & Rittenhoiise's railway horse 

Power. ^ Diploma* 

To Alfred Blaker, of Bucks county, for the best threshing fnachine, 

a diploma and ••.•.•...• |10- 00 

To David Landreth, for second best do., . ^ 5 00 

To C. B. Rogers, for Wheeler, Melick & Go's., threshing, separating 

and cleansing machine combined. . ,, , .^ , 20 00 

ToR. T. Elkinton, of Philadelphia, for threshing, separating and 

cleansing machine combined .• • . , ...^ Diploma. 

To W. W. Dingee, of York, for portable hay press, exhibited by 

Pasehall Morris & Co.. ., ^., $10 00 

To Pasehall Morris & Company, for E. Spain's patent Atmospheric 

chmnu.. ; '. .. ..Silver medal. 

To Thomas Palmer, for second best churn,. . • , . .Diploma. 

To Alfred Blaker, of Bucks county, fof best separator w $10 00 

To David Landreth, for second bpst .,.•..,. ^ , , 5 00 

To Pasehall Morris & Co., for Gilbert & Rittenhouse's threshing ma- 
chine and separator .,., , , . , , 10 00 

To Pasehall Morris & Co., for Deering & Dickson's Portable horse 

power hay press ■ 10 00 

To Pasehall Morris & Co., for best dog power for churning mnohine.. . 5 00 

To Thomas Palmer, for best washing machine • 5 00 

To John Pierce, for washing machine ^ ..... . .Diplomci. 

To Pasehall Morris & Co., for Harris' Ohio Buckeye clothes washer. . .do. 
To David S. Siner, for the best double acting lift and force 

pumps Silver medal. 

To Maull & Brothers, for Barker's patent pump. $10 00 

Among the many and various pumps on exhibition, your committee were 
particularly interested in the great variety exhibited by Corning & Co., of 
Seneca Falls, N. Y.j among which are the iron, brass and side cistern pumps, 
especially used and adapted to the farmer 5 the out-door cistern and well 
pimps, with the iron and side force pumps, deserve particular attention 5 the 
tight top well pump and brass force pump for house, are particularly com- 
mended J the deep well, railroad, double acting and iron house pumps, have a 
value, in the estimation of the committee, which should commend them to 
<li persons requiring articles of the kind ; the garden and ftre engine pumps 
^e more perfect than any bther the committee have examined* For. this col- 
lectioa the committee award a. ,# t ..•.••.•••««... .Silver medal. 

The committed have examined the various hydraulic rams for raising water, 
uid they are pleased to observe, that there is great eompetitjon here, as in 
other matters conneeted with the 'duties of this committee, but disposed to do 
justice to all in the limited capacity in which they are acting, they award tA 

Allan Ganthrop, for best JHydrauiie Rams » « « •.»^.*^ $ 10 00 

Morris He9t(«a,lqr second best. ..do • « • • *., • • ....••.• .*•••• 5 00 
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For the best hay and cattle weighing scales, they award to • 

George W. Colly, for Fairbank's scales, 1 diploma and $10 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for Abbot's scales Diplon^a. 

To A. B. Davis & Co., for scales , $10 00 

To George W. Colly, for the best weighing machine for general farm 

purposes, Fairbank's patent .» « - Diploma. 

To George W. Colly, for best lot of large and small Shales $5 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best portable cider press, Krauser's 

patent Silver medal. 

To David Landreth, for second best, Hickok's paten t. 5 00 

To E. Spain, for best variety of cooper work, exhibited by Paschall 

Morris & Co > Silver medal. 

To Paschall Morris 6c Co., for second best •«.... |5 06 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best Lime spreader, entered by Lewis 

Cooper 10 00 

To Joseph W. Fawkes, for second best , . 5 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best Guano spreader , » Silver medal. 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for best uollection of farmers' tools, ar- 
ranged in a deposit .—., .... $5 00 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for the best invention for securing the run 
of water in drains, manufactured by James Wardrop & Co., Pitts- 
burg 5 00 

To D. Landreth, for second best 3 00 

To Paschall Morris 6c Co., for the best and most numerous collection 

of agricultural implements, a diploma and • ., .-, 25 00 

To D. Landreth, for the second best 20 00 

The committee, with pleasure, mention C. B, Rogers and Charles Keite, of 
Philadelphia, George Churnside, of Wilmington, Delaware^ and James Kobb, 
of Huntingdon, Pa., as exhibitors of agricultural implements, and award them 
each ten dollars «•...••••«. •.•., • $40 00 

So many articles within their class have been exhibited, deserving of more 
careful attention than the conunittee have been able to give, that they can 
only suggest that hereafter the division of committees may be more extended, 
go that more perfect justice may be done to exhibitors. 

The committee also, without intending to '^ travel from the record of their 
duty," may be permitted to suggest that permanency of place of the State 
Fair would, in their opinion, render each succeeding exhibition more perfect 
in its anangem^ts, and more generally useful and interesting. 

E. W. STURDEVANT, 
• J. B. LEEDOM, 

LEONARD SHALLCROSS, 

Commiitee. 
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No. 21. — Leather AND its Manufactukes. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State .Agricultural Society : 

The Committee, No. 21, on Leather and its Manufactures, beg leave to make 
the following report, after a careful examination : 

The goods deposited by Messrs. Lacey & Phillips, of Philadelphia, con- 
sisting of three sets of double harness, two ladies' and two gentlemen's sad- 
dles, bridles, horse covers, &c.; also, a very superior double carriage harness 
(previously exhibited at the Crystal Palace, and there received a silver medal.) 
We consider Messrs. Lacey & Phillips entitled to a special premium, or the 
highest award that can be given. We recommend for them a silver medal 
for harness, unsurpassed in style, richness and elegance of execution. The 
balance of their goods are superior in workmanship and style to any others 
exhibited. 

The goods deposited by Moyer & Brother, make a good display. We 
award them a diploma. 

Trunks, exhibited by A. L. Hickey & Co., we consider superior to others 
on exhibition, and consider them entitled to the highest award — k silver 
medal — for their superior workmanship. 

Goods deposited by F. H. Smith, very pretty, and entitled to a diploma. 
Leather deposited by B. A. Crawford — fair sides, slaughter sole leather — 
we consider the best, and award him a diploma. 

To H. M. Crawford, for one dozen best calf skins, we award a Diploma. 

To Thomas Coleman, half-dozen Calcutta kips ,.^, , .do. 

To Samuel •Armstrongj for harness leather .....^ do. 

Do .,., • . . 3 bundles leather, best do. 

Do. ^ .....^ 1 bundle saddle skirting ,.,.,., ...do. 

Do 1 bundle splits. .,.,, ..do. 

To Daniel Stake, for three sides Spanish sole, manufactured at Frank- 
lin, Cumberland county, by Wm. M'Lain do. 

To Henry Deamer, for best cart harness $5 00 

To Charles P. Caldwell, for creditable exhibition of whips and canes, 

entitled to first premium • ^ ••.-•<« • . • • ...Diploma. 

George H. Metz & Sons, bellows, foundry, &c. — We have only to say 
that they are good blowers, and consider them worthy the highest 
premium . • • t • t • # • # • • « —.«.•• ....... •• .Silver medal. 

A. E. KAPP, 

JAMES BOUSTEAD, 

CHAS. T. MATTHEWS, 

L. F. MYER, 

Committee, 
5 
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No. 22. — Dairy Su6a# and Honbt. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The undersigned, Judges on Products of Dairyi &c., (committee No. 22,) 
respectfully report, and regret that a very small number of articles of this 
class came under notice. The following are the awards of premiums forisuch 
articles as were presented for competition : 

To Mrs. Job Hayes, first premium of twenty dollars for best butter, made 
from five cows, which were in profit since February last, producing one hun- 
dred and fifty-six pounds. 
To Mrs. Job Hayes, for twenty pounds of butter made in June, first 

premium of «. , . , $10 00 

To George Walker, for best firkin of butter, made in September, a 

premium of . . • - -^-..^ 10 00 

To Miss Jemima Miller, for best five pounds of butter, first pre- 
mium • —• • Set silver tea spoons. 

To Miss Howe, for second best five pounds of butter^ second pre- 
mium « • • Silver cup. 

To Mrs. iob Hayes, for fifty pounds of cheese over one year old, first 

premium ....••« $10 00 

To same lady, for fifty pounds cheese made this year, first premium, 10 00 
To H. M. Hays, for fifty pounds cheese less than one year old, second 

premium • • • . • • 5 00 

To Francis Parkeson, for best ten pounds of honey, first premium of 5 00 
Also, to the same gentleman, a discretionary premium of three dollars is 
recommended for his very fine display of honey, it having been made^a hives 
of his own construction. 

To Wilson Baldwin, for second best ten pounds of honey, second premium 
of three dollars. This honey was made in Phelps's patent hive. 
To John Smith, for third best ten pounds of honey, third premium of $2 00 

The committee would state, that they examined three dififerent kinds of bee 
hives. 

Longstreth's hive, deposited by P. J. Mahon. 

Phelps's hive, deposited by the patentee. 

Parkinson's hive, deposited by the same. 

Each is worthy of especial notice for difilerent valtmble qualities. 

The committee would award a diploma for a lot of butter made from the 
Alderney cows, which did not strictly come under the rule for our deeision. 
The butter was made by Mrs. Caroline Knight, and deposited by Craig Biddle. 

LEWIS SHARPLESS, 
ADAM C. ECKFELT, 
JAMES A. MOORE, 

Committee, 
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No. 23. — FloWl and Coen Meal. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

Your Committee, No. 23, on Flour and Corn Meal, respectfully report, that 
they have examined all the flour and other articles submitted to their judg- 
ment, and beg leave to award as follows, viz : 

*• The first premium of ten dollars each on flour, is awarded to two barrels — 
one from Ashland mills, deposited by Smedley 6c Rudolph, and the other 
from Lewistown mills, John Sterrett & Co.. deposited by L. G. Mytinger. — 
Both barrels made from white wheat, and very superior for family or bakers' 
bread. 

The second and third premiums are awarded to Wm. B. Thomas, for his 
superior family flour; the second of five dollars, for his white wheat .flour, 
and the third of three dollars, for his red wheat flour. 

There was a small sample of rye flour exhibited by Charles L. W"ampole, 
but the quantity being too small to enable the committee to form an opinion 
of the work produced, no premium is awarded to the depositor. 

To Patrick Queen, the committee beg leave to recommend a premium of 
two dollars fpr his five bags Sea Island hominy. This article seems to be 
well prepared, and neatly put up for family use. 

Of smut machines and grain separators, there were several varieties on 
exhibition. The committee regret that they had no means of testing the rela- 
tive merits of these machines. All of them seem to be well constructed, and 
in their general principles, calculated to produce the desired result. But 
without other personal knowledge, the committee decline awarding any pre- 
mium. The same remarks will apply to the bran dusters exhibited. 

Of mill stones, some very fine looking specimens were on the groiud, and 
showed superior skill in their construction ; but as to their good quality in 
the grinding of wheat and other grains, the committee cannot pass judgment . 
practical experience alone being the true test of the quality of mill stones. 

WM. M. HENDERSON, 
H. W. SNYDER, 
CALEB STBOPE, 

Committee, 



No. 24.-^Grain, Seeds and Vegetables. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The Committee, No» 24, on Grain, Seeds and Vegetables, report as follows : 

To Richard Pim, best bushel white wheat $3 00 

To Joseph Hranings, second best, do • • 1 00 

To G. & C. K. Engle, best bushel of red wheat «.. • 3 00 
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To Jesse M. Williams, second best bushel of red wheat. . • . . , $1 00 

To Charles L. Wampole, best bushel of rye 3 00 

To George Blight, second best. .... do 1 00 

To David Landreth, for the best bushel of white Flint corn 3 GO 

To G. & C. K. Engle, for best bushel of oats .* 3 00 

To David Landreth, for second best, do , 1 00 

To James Sloan, best bushel of potatoes 3 00 

To A. L. Felton, second best, do 1 00 

To Ira Gibson, for a very fine sample of " Foxite potatoes" 3 00 

To Joseph Harrison, for best bushel of sweet potatoes, Pennsylvania 

growth -^ 3 00 

To Wm. Blair, best bushel field turnips 3 00 

To A. L. Felton, second best, .do 1 00 

To A. L. Felton, best bushel of carrots 3 00 

To Wm. Blair, best bushel of parsnips 3 00 

To David Landreth, best bushel of flaxseed 3 00 

To Job Hayes, best bushel of timothy seed. 3 00 

The committee also notice a very fine collection of garden and field seeds, 
grown by David Landreth, Esq., at Bloomsdale, numbering over two hundred 
difi!^erent kinds. Also, some white flour corn and "Adams's" early six weeks' 
com. 

Paschall Morris & Co. also exhibited a large and highly creditable collec- 
tion of field and garden products, including over one hundred varieties of 
seed. 

The contributions were large, and -the quality of the difiTerent articles ex- 
hibited, uniformly good, notwithstanding the unfavorable season for many of 
them, evincing an increased interest on the part of our farmers, rendering it 
difficult for the judges, in many instances, to decide. 

Among the contributions, we notice fine samples of corn from G. Blight, 
E. Hindle, E. T. Hoopes, Thomas Yedmans, W, Blair, J. Kinnear, Kev. J. 
Goddard, E. J. Dickey, and others. 

Samples of wheat from A. Garrett, M. Clegg, T. Yeamans, J. Lidster, J^ 
Cope, P. and G. P. Whitaker, G. Vanartsdalen and others. 

The competition in potatoes was large. Among the contributors we notice 
G. Blight, T. Yeamans, J. Simpers, F. Scattergood, J. Kinnear, J. C.Kane, T. 
E. Bunting, H. W. Ditman and others, all of whom exhibited fine samples. 

Messrs Craig & Bellas, A. Garrett, G. S. Fox, E. T. Hoopes, M. H. Cornell 
and C. M. Wampole, exhibited some good samples of oats. 

JAMES S. HUBER, 
On behalf of the committee. 
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No. 25. — ^Domestic Manufactures. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The undersigned Judges upon Domestic Manufactures, No. 25, rest)ectfully 
report, that the exhibition under this head, was extremely meagre, when com- 
pared with other departments. The introduction of manufacturing establish- 
ments into our country has nearly banished that kind of household industry, 
which formerly produced articles of this class in such great abundance. Even 
among the articles exhibited, a number bore evidence of having been manu- 
factured many years since. The committee have made the following award 
oi premiums: 

To David M. Everly, of Lancaster county, for best lot of cocoons. ... $8 00 
To Miss Harriet Sumney, of Lancaster city, for second best lot co- 

coons • 5 00 

To David Mi Everly, best reeled s^lk , , • , . 5 00 

To Miss Harriet Sumney, best sewing silk. 5 00 

To same lady, best silk stockings. •....• • # • « • •■•-•-i . • • « 5 00 

To Anna F. Gordon, best linen diaper i 5 00 

To Mrs. Job Hayes, second best linen diaper ,.^ , ,-•-•-• 3 00 

To Eli Logan, third best linen diaper. • 2 00 

To Miss H. M. Hayes, best double coverlet ..., 5 00 

To Eli Logan, second best double coverlet • 3 00 

To F. Feggenbush, third best double coverlet 2 00 

To Mrs. Job Hayes, best home made shirt 5 00 

To Dr. John Curwen, second best home made shirt, .made by the in- 
mates of the Pennsylvania Lunatic Asylum ..••.«• • • • •.•.« 3 00 

To same, second best home made woollen socks, made by same .. . . • 2 00 

To Mrs. George H. Bucher, best pair blankets ,.,., . Silver cup. 

To Mrs. Job Hayes, second best pair blankets . . . «.. « « „«.« . $5 00 

To Eli Logan, third best pair blankets •.. 3 00 

To Mrs. Job Hayes, best plain linen • « « ...^ , Silver cup. 

To Anna F. Gordon, second best' plain linen ••••••••••«• ....— $3 00 

To Mrs. Job Hayes, best woollen stockings ••.«•, • • • 3 00 

To Eli Logan, second best woollen stockings 2 00 

To Miss M. B. Thomas, thir<{ best woollen stockings 1 00 

To George Buckman, fifteen yards best rag carpet • • 5 00 

Second best rag carpet, made in the Lancaster county prison. •...•« 3 00 

To Eli Logan, best home made flannel 5 00 

To Miss M. B. Thomas, best hearth rug ....,, 5 00 

GEORGE SMITH, 
NATHAN GARRETT, 
EMANUEL HEY, 

Committee. 
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No. 26. — Household Manufactures. 
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To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agrictdtural Society: 

Your Committee, No. 26, on Household Manufactures, award the follow- 
ing premiums upon articles comprised within their schedule : 

To Dr. John Curwen, for best ornamental needle work, made by- 
inmates of Lunatic Asylum at Harrisburg. . , $5 00 

To Mary Brown, of West Philadelphia, for second best ornamental 

needlework .« 3 00 

To John C. Heald, of Philadelphia, for best Ottoman cover 3 00 

To Martha C. Loughton, for second best Ottoman cover 2 00 

To Anna E. Stroup,- of New Bloomfield, Perry county, for best table 

cover ^ 3 00 

To Mrs. S. T. Johnson, of Wilmington, Del., for second best table 

cover — • ^. , • 2 00 

To Frederick Hapold, of Philadelphia, for best artificial flowers 3 00 

To M. B. Thomas, of West Chester, for second best artificial flowers, 2 00 

To Anna M. Mott, of Philadelphia, for best variety of worsted work 3 00 

To Emily Welsh, of West Philadelphia, for the best worked cushion, 3 00 

To Mary P. Wood, for the best quilt, a siik star quilt 3 00 

To Mary M. Spangler, of Philadelphia, for second best quilt 2 00 

To Mrs. E. T. Miller, of Philadelphia, for the best lamp stand mat. . 3 00 

To M. B. Thomas, of West Chester, for second best lamp stand mat. . 2 00 
To Margaret G. Bradley, of Philadel{Ata, for best ornamental shell 

work .^., 3 00 

To Mary A. Royer, for second best omamenlal shell work 2 00 

To Mrs. Job Hayes, of Chester county, for best home made bread. . . 5 00 
To Sarah Jane Logan, of Chester county, for second best home made 

bread., ..— ...... *..^^. 3 00 

To Saraih Jane Logan, of Chester county, for the best pound cake. . . 3 00 

To Mrs. Job Hayes, for second best pound cake ^ • • • • 2 00 

To Mrs. Job Hayes, for best sponge cake • 3 00 

To Sarah J. Logan, for second best sponge cake 2 00 

To Eliza G. Walker, of Allegheny county, for the best preserves. .Silver cup. 

To Sarah J«we Logan, for second best preserves ^ , ..^^ ............ $3 00 

To Sarah J . Logon, for beist tomato preserves. ,^.,., Silvier cup. 

To A. G. Walker, of Allegheny county, for second best tomato pre- 
serves ,,.,^... $3 00 

To Sarah J. Logan, for best tomato figs 5 00 

To Miss -Harriet Sumney, of Lancaster county, for second best to- 
mato figs. • • •« 3 00 

To Sarah J. Logan, best specimen of pickles .^ • , 3 00 

» 
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To Sarah J. Logan, for best quince butter. • • *-.t «...«..^. •• $3 00 

To Mrs. Job Hayes, for second best quince butter. . • 2 00 

To Mrs. Job Hayes, for best peach butter , .^.a ^^ ' 3 00' 

To Sarah J. Logan, for second best peachjbutter , . ..•.« 2 00 

To Mrs. Geo. H. Bucher, \>f Cumberland county. Pa., for the best 

home made soap ••..'• •••... •• • • , ••«. .«^ 3 00 

To Mrs. Job Hayes, for the second best home made soap< • 2 00 

To Mrs. Job Hayes, for the best fruit jelly • • .*.• «.• .^^^ 3 00 

To Mrs. Eliza G. Walker, second best fruit, jelly.. « . ...^ .«^ 2 00 

Special premiums. 

To Matilda B. Thomas, of West Chester, for excellent crochet woric, 2 00 

To Mrs. Gillesfpie, for superior worked piano cover • • , • ..•., . 2 00 

To Miss Margaret Pogley^ for ornamental leather box, jcc. • • • 2 00 

To Edward Remick, for fine worsted work, in frame; . • •• « 2 00 

To Rebecca Githens, for demonstrative scale for cutting ladies' dresses, 2 00 
To Miss Emily Welsh, of West Philadelphia, for needle-<worked table 

mats • • , . . ...-, 2 00 

To Mrs. E. T. Miller, of Philadelphia, for embroidered table cover. . 2 00 
To Dr. John Curwen, for quilt made by inmates of the Lunatic Asy- 
lum, at Harrisburg. « . ...... « . ...^ •.«^ « « .^^^ 2 00 

Respectfully submitted* 

P. R. FREAS, 

JOSEPH KONIGMACHER, 

R. W. COLEMAN, 

Committee. 
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No. 27. — ^Manufactures other than Domestic. 

7o the President of the Pennsylvania State Jlgrictdtwral Society : • 

Your Committee, No. 27, on Manufactures other than Domestic, report, 
that they examined all the articles that came under their notice, and award 
the following premiums, viz : 

To Michael Lawn, for omnibus • Diploma. 

To Lane & Co., for GermantQwn wagon. • . .#•• . . . •••. . • • ••.• • • • •■«• Diploma. 

To Lane & Garner. • ..do. ...... ..do •« ....«.«^ Diploma. 

To Lane & Gamer, for Jenny Lind wagon, two seated, first premium, $10 00 

To John Wagner. • • -^. • . .do. . . ... .do do. . . - •2d. . . «do. . . i 5 00 

To Charles W. Conover, for top bugg^, first premium . • • 10 00 

To Lane & Garner ••-•^^ do « •.**«.«^ 2d. ...do 5 00 

To Cyrus S. Haldeman, trotting wagon ..•.•^ • • • ••■« «Diploma. 

To J. J. Collins .....•»...• •-• « 4o «.... • . • •.. . ^.•.^.•.•^ do. 

To JohnKneip, trotting wagou,body««*«*t ••.*.#.#.• ••«••• •». do* 
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To Moses Hey, woollen knitting yarn, first premium $3 00 

To James G. Ogden. .do .do .«. .^ Diploma. 

To James C. Ogden, bed ticking do. 

To Lancaster county prison, cotton bags do. 

To same, woollen carpet { do. 

To George Buckman, rag carpet 1 do. 

To Rockbill & Wilson, fine display of clothing. do. 

To J. £. Golgrove, school desks do. 

To Hortsman, military goods ^^. • do. 

To B. Sherman, display of carpenters' tools, first premium $5 00 

To John Colton. .do«.—^^ do. • . ...2d. . . . • .do 3 00 

To William Goldsmith, display of carpenters' tools Diploma. 

To George J. Henkels, display of furniture Silver medal. 

To Courtney & Willitts, display of cottage furniture, enamelled... ^. .do. 

To Dickel & Margan, birch wardrobe Diploma. 

To George W. Hocker, marble wagon ^^^ do. 

To Amos Laman, child's vattent • do. 

To same, Pennsylvania marble wagon « • •--•^ do. 

To Charles S. Swope, child's gigs and carriages do. 

To John PfafiT, flute, (ivory) « • • — • do. 

To J. Bancroft, fancy soaps .— • , do. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

E. P. THOMPSON, 
Wi\l. BELL, 

HENRY C. EYER, 

f 

^- Committee^ 



No. 28. — Winter Premiums. * 

Winter premiums will be awarded at the annual meeting of the society, at 
Harrisburg. — See pages 22, 23, 24j, 25, 26. 



No. 29.— Fruit. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

Your Committee, No. 29, on Fruits, respectfully report, that they have 
awarded the following premiums, viz : 

To D. Miller, Jr., of Carlisle, for best collection of apples and pears, $10 00 
To E. A. Vickroy, of Johnstown, second best collection of apples 

and pears. .«.• •... 5 00 

To J. Perkins, best bushel of apples ;•••«•••«.•••«». . •.. • . » . • 2 00 
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To J. P. Lee, apples, best six native varieties $2 00 

To J. C. Baldwin, 2d. ..do do 1 00 

To Isaac Collins, for best quinces 2 00 

To L. Chamberlain, second best quinces. • « .-- 1 00 

And they recommend a special premium of $5 to L. Chamberlain, 
for Chinese quinces. • 

To W. Mackaw, best native collection of pears , ,. 10 00 

To W. Mackaiv, one peck of Seckel pears, best .1 3 00 

To C. B. Ott, second best Seckel pears 2 00 

To Mrs. Geo. Liggett, another varietj^, six specimens of Begnier.. . 2 00 

To Mr. Mackaw, second do. do. Washington 2 00 

To Mr. Mackaw, foreign, best collection of pears 10 00 

To. L B. Baxter, do. 2d do. do ; ... 5 00 

To L B. Baxter, variety Duchess D'Angouleme 3 00 

To Mr. Mackaw, variety 2d Doyenne Blanc . * ; 2 00 

To Mrs. C. Whitaker, for Beurre Diel pears 2 00 

To L B. Baxter, for Doyenne Blanc, 2d do 2 00 

To Charles Morris, best mountain sweet watermelons, 3 specimens. . 3 00 

To Joseph Hatch, 2d. .do do 2 00 

Special premiums for pear/, viz : 
To charles Cornell and Peter Parker, fo? Fondante de Malvines and 

Petre, $2 each i 4 00 

Wine, 

To N. Longworth, of Cincinnati, for best home made Sparkling Ca- 
tawba 3 00 

To Mr. Haines, for best home made wine 3 00 

To dp. forse<fond do ...*..... 2 00 

To do. for best home made bounce 3 00 



\ 



Grapes^ 



• 



To I. B. Baxter, best collection native ....-•^^ ....... .Silver medal. 

To Peter Raabe, second best do. do , $3 00 

To A. L. Feiton, best six bunches Isabella • 2 00 

To Wm. John, second best do. do 100 

To Wm. Martin, Sr., best six bunches Catawba ^.. 3 00 

To Henry Smith, second best do. do 2 00 

To T. Hilyard, best six bunches Elsinborough 2 00 

To Peter Raabe, second best do. do .^ 1 00 

To Wm. Savery, for another variety ..^.. 2 00 

To Robert Buist, for best collection of foreign grapes, thirty 

varieties « .^ Silver medal. 

To David S. Brown, for collection of best foreign grapes, only fifteen 

varieties • , Silver medaL 



1 
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To Wm. Johns, for second best foreign grapes $3 00 

To D. S. Brown, for best black Hamburg, three ^bunches 3 00 

To D. Murphy, second best do. do - 2 00 

To H. Cowperthwaite, best Chasselas, .•^-. 3 00 

To D. S. Brown, best white Muscat 3 00 

To same, best Frontignac ^ 3 00 

ToD. Murphy, second best do - 2 CO 

To H. Cowperthwaite, another variety best 3 00 

To D. S. Brown, best Chasselas rouge 2 00 

To Andrew Craig, gardener to the Magdalen asylum, for best bushel 

of peaches .^ . • • • . 4 00 

To L B. Baxter, best peck of peaches. •••••• • • 2 00 

To George Deakyne, second best do. do « 1 00 

To Benj. Galice, best dozen peaches 2 00 

To Wm. W. Fraley, second best do. do. . • . , • ^ 1 00 

To J. C. Zane, best mellons. Citron h... • 2 00 

To A. L. Felton, second best do. do. . • 1 00 

For the best and greatest number of choice varieties of peaches, three 

of each variety, to J. W. Thorne 10 00 

For second best do. do. to J. W. Summey ^. 5 00 

To J. C. Zane, best specimen musk melon. • , .\. 3 00 

To G. W. Earle,|second best do. do 2 00 

To Wm. Martin, Sr., of Allegheny county, for the best training of 

grape vines • t .Silver medal. 

Your committee, before closing their report, cannot but express regret that 
the unpropitious nature of the season, which has been almost unexampled for ' 
draught, has limited, in a great degree, the quantity and quality, especially 
of those rich varieties of fruits which, under more favorable circumstances, 
would have, in all probability, furnished the most splmidid display ever pre- 
sented for exhibition. 



• 



All which is respectfully submitted. 

E. W. KEYSER, 
THOMAS HANCOCK, 
JAMES D. FULTON, 
W. E. BRINCKLE, 

Commiitee. 



No. 30. — ^Flowers, PIiAnts and Desks^ns. 

To ike President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

Your Committee, No. 30, on Flowers, Plaata and Desig&s haveawasdedtbe 
following premiums, viz : 
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For Private CoUectian of Green House Plants — 20 varieties. 

m 

First premium to James Kent, gardener to J . Francis Knorr $20 00 

Second premium to Thomas Robertson, gardener to B. A. Fahnestock 15 00 

Third premiom te gardener of Wm. W. Keen •. -• 10 00 

Fourth premium>to gardener of John Lambert 8 00 

Fifth prenriium to Alex. Burnett, gardener to H. Pratt M'Kean 6 00 

Collection of Green House Plants — 20 Varieties — open to all. 

First premium to John Pollock, gardener to James Dundas • 20 00 

Second premium to Robert Buist 15 00 

Third premium to Isaac Collins 10 00 

Collection of Green Hotise Plants — 12 Varieties — open to all. 

First premium to Isaac Collins, gardener to Gen. Robert Patterson . . 10 00 

Second premium to John Pollock* gardener to James Dundas .•,..••. 8 00 

Third premium to James Kent, gardener to J. Francis Knorr. . • 6 00 

Fourth premium to David Ferguson • . • . • 5 00 

Collection of Specimen Plants — 4? Varieties, 

First premium to Peter Raabe • « • 5 00 

Second premium to James Kent, gardener to J. Francis Knorr 6 00 

Third premium to John Pollock, gardener to James Dundas 5 00 

Colketion of Conifers — 6 Varieties. 

First premium to Paschall Morris • • • • • 5 00 

Second premium to John Gray.. . . . « • •»-• • • • •^.* • • • 3 00 



# 



CoUectitm of Jlchemines. 

Firrt premium to Thomas Robertson, gardener to B. A. Fahnestock. . 4? 00 

Collection of Orchids. 

First premium to Robert Buist 5 00 

Colketion of Ferns. 

First pvemium to John • Pollock, gardener to James Dundas. 2 00 

Des^s of' Cta Flowers. 

Premium to PeterRaabe. . . -. , 20 00 

Premium to Henry Lynch, gardener to J. Rutter, W<est Chester 10 00 

• Designs of 'Cut Flowers^ not etccttding five feet in height. 

Premium to Henry A. Dreer. • • • .^.t ... • •-• • • « •...^- • • • • 4 00 

Premiiun to Robert' Kilvingston • • ••.».•• ..^ 3 00 
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Designs formed of Grasses, 

First premium to Mary M'llvaine, West Philadelphia $5 00 

Second premium to Wm. Berry, gardener to Alfred Cope 3 00 

Designs formed of Indigenous Plants, 
First premium to John M'Intosh , « 5 00 

Baskets formed of Cut Flowers. 

First premium to Mrs. M. Newkirk. 3 00 

Second premium to John Eindler, gardener to Thomas Dunlap , . . . . 2 00 
Third premium to Robert Kilvingston 1 00 

Boquets for the hand. 

First premium to Charles Souchet « . • • • 3 00 

Second premium to Henry Lynch, gardener to J. Rutter, West Ches- 
ter 2 00 

Dahlias — S4« Varieties, 
First premium to Robert Buist .•^-« Silver medal. 

Roses — 20 Varieties, 

First premium to Robert Buist 5 00 

Second premium to Henry A. Dreer • 3 00 

Roses — Greatest Variety, 

First premium to Paschall Morris. 3 00 

Second premium to Robert Buist. • , ..»-• .,., , . 2 00 

Verbenas — Greatest Variety, 
First premium to Robert Buist 3 00 

German Asters — Best Collection, 

First premium to Charles Souchet -, . • -•.. ♦ . ••-. • . . . , 3 00 

The committee with great pleasure notice a handsomely prepared collec- 
tion of "Marine Algae," or "Sea Weeds," by J. M. Somerville, of Philadel- 
phia, and a beautiful collection of variegated plants by Robert Buist, together 
with a handsome collection of plants from the garden of Dr. James Rush, 
not entered for competition. They also notice an immense leaf of the "Vic- 
toria Regia," and a fine specimen of "Nelumbrum Speciosum," from the col- 
lection of Caleb Cope, and a splendid specimen of " Lycopodium Coessium," 
from Mr, Joshua Robinson, Pittsburg, Pi. Mr. Peter M'Kenzie, of Philadel- 
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phia, has contributed 250 varieties of ^een house plants, but not for compe- 
tition. 

Respectfully submitted. 

PETER JVi'KENZIE, 
HENRY L. TRIPLER, 
JACOB B. GARBER, 
WALTER WHITE, 
J. E. MITCHELL, 

Committee. 



No. 30 i. — Garden Vegetables. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

Your Committee, No. 30 4 /on Garden Vegetables, respectfully report, that 
they have awarded the following premiums, viz : 

To James Jones, gardener at Girard College, for best 12 stocks of 

celery $3 00 

To same person, for second best, another variety 2 00 

To A. L. Felton, for 12 best white table turnips 3 00 

To J. & C. K. Engle, for second best. .do. 2 00 

To James Jones, gardener at Girard College, for best dozen long red 

beets...... 3 00 

To William Barry, gardener to A. Cope, best dozen parsnips 3 00 

To George Blight, of Germantown, for second best dozen parsnips. . 3 00 

To William Barry, gard^ener to A. Cope, best dozen yellow onions. . 3 00 

To same, second best do ..... .do 2 00 

To John Riley, gardener Insane Hospital, best three dozen yellow 

onions _, . 3 00 

To James Jones, gardener at Girard College, best three dozen white 

onions • 2 00 

To A. L. Felton, best six heads broccoli 3 00 

To William Barry, A. Cope's gardener, best dozen tomatoes 3 00 

To same, best peck , do 3 00 

To James Jones, gardener at Girard College, second |^e^ peck to- 
matoes r ^ 2 00 

To George Blight, best egg plants, (second plants,) ^., 3 00 

To Henry Smith, Frankford, second best egg plants, (second plants,) 2 00 

To James Jones, Girard College, best six egg plants * 2 00 

To Robert fiuist, second best. ...... ....... do. . . .do 1 00 

To Jesse Rambo, Gloucester county, N. J., best dozen sweet potatoes, 3 00 

To Amos [^rlington. West Chester, second best.. . .do. . . ... .do. ... 2 00 

To William Barry, A. Cope's gardener^ best half peck Lima beans.. , 3 00 



t 
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To John Gray, best three garden squashes ..., •••;.••••• $3 00 

To L. P. Hoopes, West Chester, best dozen ears yellow seed corn.. . 3 00 

To John Kinnier, T. Dunlap's gardener, second best., .do. . . .do. ... 2 00 

To John Gray, best dozen ears white seed corn * 3 00 

To M. B. Thomas, of West Chester, best dozen table potatoes 3 00 

To John Kinnier, second best ^ . do do -, . 2 00 

To George Blight, best dozen carrots 3 00 

To William Barry, second best. dozen carrots 2 00 

To John Riley, best one dozen salsify 2 00 

To William Barrj?", A. Cope's gardener, best six dozen heads cabbage, 3 00 

To John Kiley, second best drum head cabbage. «... 2 00 

To James Jones, Girard College gardener, best red Dutch cabbage.. . 3 00 
To James Jones, Girard College gardener, best of another kind, Sa- 
voy 2 00 

To A. L. Felton, best six heads lettuce 3 00 

To William Barry, second best, .do , , ... 2 00 

To George Blight, best three dozen sweet corn \ . 3 00 

To A. L. Felton, second best do, . . .do. 2 00 

To George Blight, best three specimens marrow squashes , . , 3 00 

To John Riley, best two specimens pumpkins 3 00 

To H. W. Ditman, Oxford, second best, .do 2 00 

Display of Vegetables. 

Best by market gardener, A. L. Felton, premium of $15 00 

Best by amateur gardener, John Riley * . .^^ 10 00 

Second best do., James Jones, Girard College gardener 5 00 

Third best do., George Blight 4 00 

Respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES P. HAYES, 
THOS. MEEHAN, 
BENJ. GULLISS, 

Committee. 



^. No. 3l.-i-ST0V£S, 

7b the President of the Penn^lvania State Agricultural Society : 

Your Committee, No. 31, beg leave to submit the following report and 
award of premiums : 
To Robert Wood, of Philadelphia, for 

1. One large fountain, a silver medaL 

2. Lamp stands, first premium. 

3. Arbor seats and chairs, fir«t premiuilf/ • I 

4. Four vases, honorable m^ikticm* 
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5* Eight tree boxes, silver medal. 

6. Four tables, creditable to maker. * 

7. " LioDs and Dogs," images, silver medal. 

8. Two sets stairs, manufactured from anthracite iron from Swede iron 
company, silver medal. 

9. Lot of iron railing, silver medal. 

10. Lot of ornamental castings, made for the Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank, 
manufactured from iron from the Swede iron company, silver medal. 

11. Wrought iron carriage gate, well got up, and a beautiful specimen of 
wrought iron work. 

12. Three bronze statues, well got up, creditable to maker and worthy of hon- 
orable mention. 

Your committe9 consider that Mr. Robert Wood is deserving of more than 
ordinary credit, for the fine display made by him. 

Andrew Moyer, one lot stoves for heating and cooking, worthy of notice. 

Hammill & Rennage, two spiral, heaters, beautiful castings, and worthy of 
notice. ' 

Warnick 6c Liebrandt, one lot stoves, beautiful workmanship, creditable to 
makers. 

Neman & Warwick, one lot stoves and portable forge^ beautiful castings, 
.and worthy of especial notice. 

A. J. Gallagher, lot of stoves and fixtures, honorable mention. 

T. H. Lachenmies, lot of railing and iron bedsteads, honoral)le mention. 

Abbott & Lawrence, lot of stoves of various kinds, beautiful, specimens of 

* ■ 

workmanship, and worthy of honorable mention. 

F. Foering & Son, lot of stoves, beautiful articles, and worthy of honorable 
mention. 

F. M'llvaine, hot air cooking range, made for heating an upper room, first 
premium, silver medal. 

Keen & Co., one cooking, range and warm air furnace, worthy of attention. 

Reeder &; Groff, lot of iron railing, deserving of honorable mention. 

Josiah Eisterbock &; Son, one wrought iron warm air furnace and worthy 
of honorable mention. 

Rand & Hays, beautiful assortment of goods. We call particular attention 
to their ventilator and range^. 

Cox, Hager & Co., lot stove castings. We award them first premium, sil- 
ver medal. 

Peter & Johnson, for rotary roaster, a silver medal. 

Cresson, Peterson 6c Stewart, fine assortment of stoves, worthy of notice. 

Cresson, Peterson & Stewart, enamelled hollow ware, awarded a silver 
medal. 

Thomas F. Williams, one Govenier's cooking stove, awajrded a siivey 
medal. 
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S. A. Harrison, Chilson's warming and ventilating furnace, awarded a sil- 
Ter medal ; and for grates, mantels, &c., honorable mention. 

Respectfully submitted. 

THOS. E. POTTS, 
L. LEVIS, 
THOS. C. WOOD, 

Committee. 



No. 32. — Silver Ware, Glass and Glass Ware, Cutlery and Britannia. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society: 

Your Committee, No. 32, on Silver Ware, &c., award the following pre- 
miums, viz: 

To Franklin Smith, of Philadelphia, for best stained glass for win- 
dows SiJver medal. 

To Conrad Bard & Son, Philadelphia, best specimen of silver ware, 

a fine collection Silver medal. 

To Wm. J. Kerr, Philadelphia, for samples of cut glass ware.^ .Silver medal. 
To Calverty & Holmes, Philadelphia, for variety of Britannia 

ware * Silver medal- 

To S. H. Wilder, for display of clocks • Diploma. 

To John O. Mead & Co., Philadelphia, for display of plated silver 

ware , ' Silver medal. 

To Philadelphia Glass Company, for sky lights, vault lights and win- 
dow glass. ....'.»•• • • ••■• • t Diploma. 

Respectfully submitted. 

C. W. HARRISON, 
HEZEKIAH KING, 
SAMUEL WALKER, 

Committee, 



No. 34?.— Inventions. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricubural Society: 

The judges of articles enumerated in invoice, No. 34<, entitled Inventions, 
report that they have bestowed as much time as the brief continuance of 
the Exhibition permitted to the examination of the specimens allotted to 
them, some of which do not appear to come fairly under the designation of 
inventions. This remark applies especially to the display of << hats, caps and 
furs," which appears to your committee to be highly creditable ; but as thdy 
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have no practical knowledge of such matters, they must decline making any 
award other than a diploma to each of the following exhi¥itorS| viz: 

To Charles Oakford, for a most extensive and beautiful assortment of bats, 
caps and furs. 

To John S. Tonng, for a case of hats and caps of beautiful finish, and to 
Messrs. T. A. Boyce and John C. Pfeil for a similar display. 

Among the inventions that appear to be really such, the committee notice 
the following, viz : 

A hydraulic ram of iarge size for supplying railroad depots and townfi, de- 
posited by Mr. Joseph Strode, of West Chester. It is deemed worthy of a 
discretionary premium of ten dollars, as being the most complete yet pro- 
duced. 

They would also notice the vibratory engine of Gardener's improvement, as 
deserving of a diploma. 

The premium of three dollars for the best specimen of pressed brick is 
awarded to J. W. Andrews, of Norristown, for his specimen of brick burned 
with coal. 

Diplomas are also awarded to the following, viz : 
Galvanized iron, manufactured by M'Culiough & Co., of Wilmington, Del., 

deposited by J. C. Adams. 
To Bayliss, Darby & Lynn, collection of wire work. 
To Robert C. Justis, for double span rotating gate, open without alighting. 
To E. Woolman, self-dosing.gates and hinges. 
To N. B. Harris, automaton weighing and packing machine. 
To same gentleman, for hominy and samp mill, to manufacture from dry 

«om for sea purposes. 
To G. R. Blakiston, lot of hydraulic cement* 

To A. O. G^allahue, of Pittsburg, machine for pegging boots and shoes. 
To W. P. Scheible, four seal presses. 
To Stewart & Thomas, eompositk>n loofiim^. 
To Prof. James, for safety locomotive bars. 
To Stephen Ustick, for brick machine. 
To Wagner & Lindlay, for bricks. 
To J. W. Andrews, for bricks. 
To Paxon & Phipps, for bricks. 
To Stratton & Bro , for gas apparatus* 
To Jacob Zook, for self-acting carrier for lathes. 
To C. B. Dm»iel, for roofing slate, iron girders and shutters. 
To IsMie T. Ford, for expansion bits. 

JOHN C. CRESSON, 
C. M. CRESSON, 
E. T. HYATT, 

CommiUM. 
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No. 35. — Miscellaneous AETtcLBs 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society: 

The Committee, No. 35, on Miscellaneous Articles, respectfully offer the 
following report, and award the following premiums : 

To Richards & Betts, for Chrystallographs Silver medal. 

To M'Leese & Germon, for Chrystallotypes , do. 

To D. B. Richards and M'Leese & Germon, for Daguerreotypes, each 

a Diploma. 

To A. W. Williams, f^r mezzographs , do. 

To. L. N. Rosenthal, for tinted lithographs • .Silver medal. 

From the excellence of the Daguerreotypes of M. A. Root, your committee 
regret that his contribution was received too late for competition, and leave 
the award to the Executive Committee. 
To M'Curdy, Jones, White & Co., for excelleno^ of manufacture of 

artificial teeth. Silver medal. 

To Dr. Charles Neil, for block and plate work ,. ♦ . do. 

To William C. Eastlack, for block and plate work do. 

To Robert Bates, for his case of instruments for the cure of stammer- 
ing, the committee would recommend the special premium of a. .Diploma. 
To Wm. Calvert, dentist, for improvement in enamelling and mould- 
ing block teeth, a ...••..... Silver medal. 

Respectfully submitted. 

A. L, ELWYN, 

PAUL B. GODDARD, 

ALFRED S. KENNEDY, 

• Commiitee. 



No. 36. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The special committee respectfully report, that owing to the great variety 
and number of articles submitted to their inspection, the merits of many of 
which could only be decided by actual trial, precluded by the circumstances 
under which a State Fair h held, they have not felt at liberty to award pre- 
miums to a large number of probably deserving exhibitors. When a number 
of exhibitors in the same line presented their claims, they have not pretended 
to decide upon their relative merits, inasmuch as their opportunity for exami- 
nation was inadequate to the proper discliarge of their duty. The following 
premiums are recommended : 

For a very interesting collection of Pathological specimens, illustrating 
the diseases of the horse and other domestic animals, deposited by 

the American Veterinary Society, a. Silver medal. 

For the display of chandeliers, gas fixtures, &c., made by Cornelius 

Baker & Co., a • • .Silver medal. 
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To Allen & Needles, G. Cummings, C. B. Rogersi G. A. LeinaUi for 

fertilizers, each a -• .••Diploma. 

To Peyton & Thomas, for display of hemp and cotton in balls, ex« 

hibited by Paschall Morris & Co..« • • •-• « •-•. •-•Diploma. 

To W. F. Murphy, of Philadelphia, for display of blank books, bank 

ledgers, &;c •• Diploma. 

To A. Mann, of Philadelphia, display of blank books and stationery, Diploma. 
To James R. Eeed, Sc Co., of Pittsburg, for one set of engineering 

instruments • • . . • • • • • •• • • • Silver medal. 

To F. Reed, of Canton, Mass., case of cordwainer and garden tools, 

exhibited by Paschall Morris & Co • . .Diploma. 

To Daniel Halliday, of Ellington, Conn., for patent wind mill or en- 
gine, exhibited by P. Morris & Co • • * . ..— Silver medal. 

To P. Morris & Co., for patent angular hames. * , ^.,. , , .•••.... Diploma. 

To Paschall Morris & Co., for Stauffer's bolting apparatus.. . . •-•- . .Diploma. 

To P. Morris & Co., for Canby's grain winnower Diploma. 

To Durand & Tourtelot, for syrups, &c , , , .^^^ Diploma. 

To Thomas Butler, Philadelphia, for a beautiful display of superior 

copper and tin ware. .,., .^^Diploma j 

To Hartman & Saxe, for display of surveying instruments .,.,, .Diploma. 

To R. C. Walborn, Philadelphia, display of shirts, collars, stocks and 

wrappers • ■• .Diploma. 

To Wm, Rose & Brothers, plasterers' and bricklayers' trowels. . , • .Diploma. 

To £. D. Hatch, domestic hardware • .Diplomtt. 

To Charles Bradfield, Philadelphia, for turning lathe and improved 

belting — • . . • • • ..•.•Diploma. 

To J. £. Mitchell, Philadelphia, grind stones and mill stones «...^... Diploma. 
To James Wood & Sons, Philadelphia, for patent imitation Russian 

sheet iron. ..-.--• ••••-•• ^..•^.. . .Diploma. 

To J. F. Hammitt, Philadelphia, for improved railroad car seat do. 

To E. G. Chommer, for case of dies ♦ •.•^.•. • ^ do. 

To Krup, for essence of coffee .,. » ,.,., do. 

To Bohler Sc Co., for essence of coffee ;.••.«••• — do. 

To H. S. Hitner, specimens of iron ore .^^^ ..••••.•• •-.-• do. 

To Hitner, Cresson & Co., for pig metal , do. 

To A. Winter, for machine for sawing fire wood , , do. 

To Thomas Fisher, for " Mathematics simplified" do. 

To F. Ford, Philadelphia, for display of window blinds do. 

To James H. Bryson, No. 2 North Sixth street, for his printing press 

in operation on Fair ground, and for his card printing, a. . . .Silver medal. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JAMES A. M'CREA, 
G. BLIGHT BROWNE, 

Committee. 
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To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The undersigned, having been requested to serve as a committee, and to 
examine the piano fortes exhibited at the fair of the Pennsylvania State Agri- 
cultural Society, respectfully report : 

That only six piano fortes have been sent to the Fair, for exhibition. Of 
these, four, manufactured by Messrs. Hallet, Davis & Co., of Boston, are ex- 
hibited by Mr. J. E. Gould, of Philadelphia. Two were made and are exhib- 
ited by Mr. Geo. Voigt, of Philadelphia. 

The large open "building in which this portion of the exhibition is held, is 
not as favorable to sound as an enclosed room, and perhaps the instruments 
<io not appear in their most favorable light. However, a square piano forte, of 
61 octaves, made by Messrs. Hallet, Davis Sc Co., is found to be a superior 
instrument ; and, in consideration of the reasonableness of the price, it i» 
deemed worthy of especial commendation. ^ 

It is seldom that an instrument of good quality can be obtained at moderate 
cost ; and when a maker combines, in his pianos excellence and cheapness, he 
has certainly achieved a great merit. 

The cost of the piano above designated, is three hundred dollars ; and it is 

the united opinion of the committee that it is the best instrument exhibited, 

and entitled to receive the first premium which the society offers for the 

"best piano," a..., • •.*• .#• • - Silver medal. 

PIERCE BUTLER, 

Chairman of Com. on Piano Fortes. 
Pe^ladelphia, September 29, ISSI*. 
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ADAMS COUNTY. 

GETTYSBimG, March t, 1855. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State •Agricultural Society : 

SiK r — The Adams County Agricultural Society has been in existence only 
a little over a year, and not having yet held an exhibition, (the intense drought 
in this region last season having prevented,) its proceedings, although inter- 
esting to its members, would afibrd but little of value to those boyond its 
own sphere. Something has been, and is being, done, however. Our society 
believing that the establishment of the office of State AgricuHurai Chemist, 
and the appointment thereto of an eminently qualified gentleman, would result 
in largely promoting the agricultural interests of the Commonwealth, (and 
surely no oiher branch of industry is more deserving of. justice at the hands 
of our legislators,) addressed a circular td the difierent county societies, re- 
questing their co-operation in securing, by legislative enactment, the desired 
object. Whether our efforts will result in accomplishing anything, cannot now 
be said, but if not, ^^ let the fire be kept up'' as long as the necessity exists. 

Our society is now discussing the various subjects connected with agrical- 
tuTe, and considerable interest is being felt in those discussions. The appli- 
cation of lime to land engaged the attention of the society for several sue*' 
cessive meetings, and many facts of an interesting, and no doubt valuable, 
character were elieited from those who have lim^ more or less largely, and 
have noted results. I regret that I did not take a sketch of the debates, as I 
believe that their pubKci^ion would be of service. I am fully persuaded that 
if no greater good should result from the establishm^at of out society than 
is brought about by these discussions, that all the time and means required 
have been repaid over and over again. They are, indeed, a most valuable 
feature of our organization. 

The present ofiSicers of the society are : 

President. — Hon. John M'Ginly. 

Vice Pbe8Ii>bnt8. — ^Maxwell Shields, F. IKehl, Wm. B. BTanden, Aaio^Le- 
fever, Philip Donohue, Wm. B. Wilson, Joseph Fink, Peter Oiehl, Joseph 
Kepner, Jacob Shank, John Lehman and Solomon Powers. 

Managees. — Thornas A. Marshall, John Gilbert, Abraham Krise, of P., 
iSamuei Durboraw, David M. Myers, Joseph Wierman, James J. Wills. 

Kecorbing Secbetaby. — H. J. Stable. 

Corresponding Secbbtart. — D. M'Coipaughy* 

TREJJSUKKBL^^^eoxgfi Aroold. 

We hope to be able to have a county fair next fall. 

Yours truly, 

H. J, STABLE, Secr&ary. 
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ALLEGHENY COUNTY. 

PiTTSBUBG, March 28, 1855. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

Dear Sir : — I have the honor to transmit to you, in obedience to the fifth 
s ection of the act of AasemUy of March, 29, }851^ the following report of 
the finances of the Allegheny County Agricultural Society^ for the year eod* 
ing January 1, 1855: 

Tb0 /loca^'f anauftl fair was held in the Ninth ward of the city of Pitts* 
burg^ duriQg four dayi9, in the latter pajct of October, 1854, on the grounds 
occupied last ye^r by tjbe State fair, 

The cost of fences^ buildings and fixtures was $3^971 14 

Incid^tal expenses « 1>}2$ ^ 

Cost of medaU..^ ..-..^ 743 3^ 

Ci^sh premiums paid. ...^^^ ••••«• 1^049 00 

$6^8ft7€ 

Tb9 grps^ reQciptP of the fair amounted to. ..«,•«.« . 5^829 18 

StatQ ftpprppris^tioii for the year 1854 • . • 100 00 

Cash oji hand on January 1, 1854 . . ...^^ . • • • ... ... •« . ly^% % 

7,18J 43 

Loi^vinga balaacQ c£ • • » 292 67 

Together with all our buildings iM^d fixtures worth . . .^ • • 3>500 00 

uppn fbe ground9,.of which we haF^e a lease for four yeaxs from tke data of 
l4st fi|ir^. 

PAUL A. WAY, PrewAn** 
0. P. S9XKAG, S^<crat«ry> 

« . 

BEAVER COUNTY. . 

To ihePtoM^mt of the Pmnsylinmia State Agricultural Society : 

' Sir :-^The second adnual meeting of the Beaver County Agricultural So- 
ciety, was held in the court house, on Monday erening of March court, 1854^ 
The following officers were elected to serve for the year, viz : 

President. — ^R. L. Baker, Economy. 

Vice President. — D, Minis, Falston borough. 

Recording Secretary. — William Henry, Bfeaver bororugh. 

Corresponding Secretary. — ^A. R. Moore, Brighton township. 

Treasurer. — James Allison, Beaver boroHghi ' 

Board op MANA6ERs.-*-Thomas Thornily, Falston j Daniel Dawson, Ohio \ 
Thoit M'Kinley, Chippewa ^ Itobert Potter, Raccoon \ James Darragk, bo^ 
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rough I Robert Nelsou^ New Sewickley ; Dr. J. H. Dicloson^ Rochester f Dr. 
S. Canningham, Beaver ; Hw Irwin, Rochester township ; W. Shrodes, JMoon. 

TIm board of n^anageni at tiieir first meeting, March 31, 1654, resolved K^ 
enlarge the fair ground occupied by the society for the last year's exhibition^ 
by enclosing two acres more, making over four acres, ineluding last year's 
enclosure. The additional grpund was enclosed with a substantial board 
fence, eight feet high, to correspond with the fence built last year. The: 
stidls for horses and cattle were doubled in number ; the pens for sheep and 
swine remain the same in number as last year. 

Additions were made to the floral hall and mechanics' hall doMbliiig their 
capacity for holding articles for exhibition. An additional office was built for 
the use of the treasurer and his assistants ; also an eating room large enough to 
accommodate from fifty to one hundred persons at once at table. A ring, 
containing about one-sixth of a mile in circuit, was also enclosed with sub- 
stantial posts and boards, within, and at one end of the fair ground, for the 
more thorough display of horses, earriages, dec. The fair ground (whidi 
lies east of the borough of Beaver, and immediately adjoining it,) will, with 
a few additional improvements, which can be made the coming season at 
small cost out df ihe surplus money in the treasury, be complete in all its 
parts for its intended - use, and will compare favorably with any county fair 
ground, perhaps, in the United States. 

At the meeting of the board referred to above, a letter fr<»n R. L. Baker, 
Esq., presidentelect of our society, was received, declining to fill' the office, 
on account of tiie multi&rioos duties j^essing upon him, as principal of the 
Harmony society of Economy. J^ery member of the board regretted his 
declimtion of the oiQce. Pdssessing, as all knew he did, the talents and ex- 
perittice in ail eminemt degree, to fill the post with honor to hioiself and ad* 
vantage to our society, and the regret was not lessened when reference was' 
made to the constitution, that it contained no provision tor filling the va-- 
caney ; and that, by a law of our State establishing the Farmers^ High Sehool 
of Pennsylvania, we could not be represented — not having the proper officer- 
required by law, to meet with ethers to organize a b(Mird for that institution. 
At an adjourned meeting of 'the society held on the 11th September tttsi, thie 
omission in the constitution was remedied, and vaea a e i ee caii- ihmv k% iSlled* 

Thomas Thomily, Esq., was chosen president q( the board of managers, 
and James D^rmgh^ Esq., secretary. Committees were also appointed at' 
the first meeting of the board,, to superintend the fair ground, with discre- 
tionary power to enlarge and alter the buildings erected kst year ; to arrange 
the premium list, and to procure tickets for the present year. It was also 
resolved that the board meet on the last Friday of every month until the 
fair. This was o&rried iuto full effect — not an appointed day passing without 
having a quorum, and generally a full board. 

Herewith you will find appended a list of premiums awarded. The annual 
fair W9LB heMon Thursday and Friday, the 21st and 22d of September last. 
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The weather was as fine as could be desired — the fair p^und and Imildings 
in good order. The floral hall was beantifally decorated, by a pretty large 
ootdmittee of the ladies and gentlemen of the neightiorhood, with evergreens 
and flowers; our friends of the Harmony society of Economy, furnishing 
more than their proportion of flowers for the occasion. A large proportion 
of the articles on the premium list was well represented, and some were not 
surpassed by the State fair held the previous year at Pittsburg. 

The fat ox, for instance, exhibited by the Harmony society, was the same 
which took a premium on that occasion, and much improved. The French 
Merino buck^ by Caughey & Glass, and also the blooded horse, by J. W. 
Welsh. Some of the classes on the premium Ust were better represented, 
and others not so well as last year. But taken as a whole, it was considered 
equal by the thoughtful and intelligent. 

Those whose observation and philosophy never extend beyond brick walls 
and brick pavements thought it inferior to our last fair. The season in this 
section of the State, was one of the most unpropitious for a fiiir that has oc- 
curred since the first settlement of the country. The unpreeedeated drought, 
scorching sun, and blighting wind, checked, and in some localities nearly 
destroyed the hopes of the husbandman. Had our fair fallen greatly below 
last year's exhibition, it would not have been a matter of surprise to the cul- 
tivators of the soil. To such, the wonder wa^, that so much could be pro- 
duced and of such a quality in so unfavorable a season. 

The attendance on both days of the fair was good. On the last day not 
less than six or seven thousand were on the ground at one time, being nearly 
equal to one fourth the population of the county. . 

We have over four hundred members, and the ' reoeiiil* from all sMurces 
Willi be over niius hundred, dollars. Our expenses will be som^ing ovcmt aeven 
hundred dollars, leaving a balance in. the tieesuiry from one to tw.o Jb<andred 
doUars, when all elaims are paid. 

The address was ddive red at two o'clock of the e^eond day^ by our- wcmhy 
imd respected fellow citizen, B. P. Koborts, Esq., aQ4 was listened to with 
iQfirhed attentioa by a large concourse i3i citizaus, their wiires^ their suns and 
their daughters. 

Xiate on the afternoon of the seisioud day the fair closed, having piissed oflT 
without any acpident or occurrence to mar the harmony and general hilarity 
of the occasion. 

On the 19th of October the ploughing match came off, on the ground se- 
lected for the purpose, by the committee, about half a mile west of the borough 
of Beaver. 

Herewith is appended the report as published in the Beaver Argus, of all 
that is thought necessary on that subjects 

D. MINIS, Vice PreHdml. 
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PLOUGHING MATCH. 

The second annual Ploughing Match of the Beaver County Agricultural So- 
ciety, came off on last Thursday. Fifteen ploughmen, with the following 
ploughs, entered the field as competitors for the premiums, viz : 

James Irvin, Hall & Speer's Iron Cutter, No. 5. 

Samuel Walton, R* Hail's Half Patent Lever. 

Samuel Purvis, HalPs Patent Lever, No. 5. 

David Ferguson, Kinkead's, No. 9. 

John Small, HalPs Centre. 

Candless Wilson, J. S. Hall & Speer's V^cy Forge Iron Centre, No. 16. 

James Laird, Hall & Speer's Centre Dr^ft. 

John M'Farland, Hall's Centre Draft, No. 5. 

Ritchey Eakin, Wood's Centre. 

Ruel R. Wray, Hall & Speer's Iron Coulter, No. 8. 

Solomon Spangler, M. & S. H. Darragh's Hill Side. 

John Given, Hall & Speer's Iron Coulter, No. 8. 

Joseph Wray, Jr., Darragh's. 

John Garrard, Hall & Speer's Iron Coulter. 

At twenty minutes of twelve o'clock the signal being given by one of the 
managers, the horses were started, their drivers vieing with each other in 
time as well as skillful and scientific ploughing. The ploughing on the whole, 
eonaideiing the ground, being a light sandy soil, we heard practical farmeris. 
pronounce as very clever. 

The premiums were awarded aa follows : 

First premium, Candless Wifeon .•••••• .•^.« • • . •-• . $6 00 

Second., .do.. .John MTartamd. .; \.'.^*. 5 00 

Third. • • .do. . .John Garrard — 4 00 

Fourth. ...do. . . Rltfchey Eakin. . • ; • .. . . . 3 00 

Russell Vanoisdell did not enter for competition, but commenced on an 
unappropriated land when the others were nearly done, using M. & S. H. 
Darragh's Centre Draft, D. D. plow, which did such good work that a discre- 
tionary premium was recommended and awarded. 

While we w^re pleased to see the presence of many from the distant town- 
ships of the county, we re^pretted that a greater nunlber had not brought their 
teams and ploughs to exhibit their skill in turning the furrow. We hope that 
bff the next 'match,' those of our agriculturists that were only spectators on 
tjii* occasion, may be participators, and thus add interest to the *<Ploughing 
Match." 
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Liii of premiums paid by Treastirer of Beaver County Agricultural Societyf 
awarded at the Second Annual Fair held in Beaver, on 2181 and 22d of Sep- 
temberj 1854. 

Thomas Watton, best Bolton gray chickens . • • • • • $1 00 

Mrs. Watton, best gloves • • .^^ 50 

$1 50 

Miss A. Ferguson, best print butter. 5 00 

Thomas Thornely, second best largest collection of apples. ... $ 50 

Do. . .... . .best half bushel of apples. .••••••, 1 00 

Do best peck of pears. . • 50 

Do. ...... .best living hedge. • . • •« 1 00 

3 00 

T. M. Long, best pen drawing, (discretionary). .,.'.•••• 3 00 

John W. Welsh, best blooded stallion 5 00 

£li Reno, best half bushel of apples . . , • ^. • , . . ...... , 1 00 

Thomas H. Mason, best draught mare, (discretionary) 2 00 

Lewis & Har( Darragh, best game chickens $1 00 

Do '. .•••■• .best Neshanock potatoes •••.•.. 1 00 

200 

Ephraim. Smith, best pony. • . . • • 1 00 

Joseph Cunningham, best pair of turkeys. « . • ,.• $1 00 

Do best Java ducks •••^^« 1 00 

2' 00 

Henry Reed, best three acres of barley •••^^ 3 00 

Charles J. Dickey, best Bramah Pootra chickens. ,...•• 1 00 

M. L- Todd, best quilt -.*.,♦.. ..••^ 1 00 

Samuel Patterson, second best heavy draught iM>f9e. ••••..,•.• $1 00 
Do best jack ...•♦. .• . . • 2 00 

3 00 

Mitr^in S. Lyon, best Devonshire cow ..« •••- -• 1 00 

Mrs. Clarissa Shively, best bread « . •.•^. • • . • • • • . . 1 00 

Jfiss £. M. Morehead) best fruit jelly. ,...,....$ 50 

Do. ••. best card case •• •••• • 50 

1 00 

Hiss Adaline Morehead, best card basket . • » • • • • . 50 

Lemuel Woodruff, best huggy horse • $3 00 

Do ..••.. . .best Malay chickens % . . • • • • 1 00 



4 00 

Miss Mary Ann Coyle, best ornamental needlework. • • 1 00 

X W. Moore, best Shanghai chickens 1 00 

William Given, best butter three months old. • • •• ••% . . $2 00 

Do best coverlet ..• 1 00 

Do best pair of blankets « • 1 00 

Do .best diaper , • • .^ « • « • • • • 50 

* 50 
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William H. Stokes, best doable set of car harness ^^ • $3 00 

Do best singrle set of car harness 1 00 

Do .- .best bridle and naartingale « 50 

$4 &0 

Joseph Morehead, best corn in ear, ten bushels 1 00 

Do best bridle harness. ; • • 3 00 

Do . best upper leather 1 00 

» 3 00 

George Engle, best and largest collection of apples 1 00 

Miss C. Moore, O. T., second best patch work quilt • • $ 50 

Do .best woollen stockings .^ 50 

1 00 



Miss M. Moore, 0* T., best thread lace .^^ 50 

William G. Wolf, best heavy draft horse $3 00 

Do .best Durham calf. 1 00 

4 00 



James Todd, best seed wheat, two bushels • • • «.•. 2 00 

John S. M'Coy, best boar pig .- 2 00 

Daniel Dawson, best Leicester ewes • $3 00 

Do best sweet pumpkins. • • 50 

Do .... . best cultivated farm .^. •- 5 00 

» ■ ■ ■ 8 50 

Mrs. P. Stewart, best collection of chickens • . . • 1 00 

Mrs. C. M. Stewart, best preserves « . •••. • $ 50 

Do best patch work quilt • • 1 00 

1 50 

Cole & Co., best.patent tubs. . . • • • • • • • t • 1 00 

William Bryan, best Catawba grapes ••...«....«•• •.•« $ 50 

Do best hearth rug, (discretionary) . • • # • . I 00 

1 50 

John D, Stokes, best harness leather « ..•.••-• « 1 00 

Do. •.•■••« best kip skins , •••••. 1 00 

2 00 

John Culbertson, best Timothy seed. . • • « ..•.•^^ « 1 00 

H. N. Frazier, best two horse carriage. •••... • — 2 00 

John Sutherland, best seed oats, two bushels $1 00 

Do. . . • • • .second best ooverlet ••••.....•.•. .i • 50 



1 50 

George Robinson, best sow and pigs. . • « ..»..,^ • • . 2 00 

John Fmbrie, best yoke of oxen • # .•••... $3 00 

Do. . .best two horse wagon. ...^^ 2 00 



5 09 



James Darragh, best saddle horse «.*.,.«.^ • • • it • • • • ••-• • 3 00 

Do • • « • .second best winter apples.* . • •* • • . • •.•• ..• • •• • 50 
Do . . • fbest heavy sole leather •• • • «• • •.«• I.« • 1 00 



«M 
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J. J. Anderson, best cooking stove ••*••.•• $2 00 

Do best castings, genemlly • • .••••••# 1 00 

$ 3 00 

iiitchey £akin, best three years old colt • • • 3 00 

James Scott, best sweet potatoes • • $1 00 

Do. . .best cabbage •- 50 

1 50 

Mrs. Fisher, best coverlet • , . 1 00 

Philip Hill, best grain drill 2 00 

John Weaver, best stone ware. , . . • 1 00 

Miss Nannie Power, second best leather work box , , ... .^ • • . 50 

Hon. Joseph Irwin, best Poland chickens. ...•••.••, 1 00 

Stacy D. Engle, best specimen of peaches 1 00 

Mattison Darragh, second best blooded stallion • • 3 00 

M. & S. H, Darragh, best two horse plough , $2 00 

Do best one hor^e plough ..«. 1 00 

Do . . . •- best shovel and corn plough. 1 00 

4 00 



Abraham B. Wolf, best Durham bull two years old. . . . , 3 00 

Do best Durham heifer calf ...•,.. ..... . 1 00 



4 00 

James Sterling, best macjiine to gather clover , , 1 00 

Samuel M'Manemy, best seed, white wheat 1 00 

John R. M'Donald, best three acres of oats 3 00 

William Spencer, second best two years old colt 1 00 

Candless Wilson, first premium for ploughing , 6 00 

John M'Farland, second premiufti for ploughing 5 00 

John Garrard, third premium for ploughing.. 4, 00 

Kitchey Eaken, fourth premium for ploughing ^ . ,.,.,. 3 00 

Russell Vanoisdell, discretionary premium for ploughing 1 00 



147 00 



BEDFORD COUNTS. 

The annual meetings of our society are held on the Monday evenings of 
our February courts, when the reports of the transactions of the preceding 
year are presented, tmd officers for the ensuing year elected. 

The first meeting of the past year was held February 15, 1854, when, after 
the transaction of the usual business, the following officers were ele<^ted : 

President. — Major Samuel Davi^. 

Vice Presidents.— Thomas Mi Lynch, John Dickey, Michael Halderbaum, 
%qi^mjnjt. Ashcom. • . . 
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Recording Secretary. — John Mower. 

CoERBSPONPiifG Secretary. — Wm. Hartley. 

Treasurer. — Samuel Brown. 

The next meeting was the first of May, when the only bu«iaeas done wa« 
the appointment of a committee of five, to make arrangements for the fair in 
the fall. t 

The committee appointed at this meeting had another meeting called on 
the 7th of September, when it was proposed that in consequence of the vexy^ 
unfavorable season through which we had passed, the fair should be post- 
poned. After a long discussion the proposition was overruled, and the com- 
mittee instructed to proceed in their arrangements. 

Our fair was held on the 18th, 19th and 20th days of October, occupying 
the court house and grounds around it, as in previous years. Compared with 
former ones, the exhibition was meagre. Field products and vegetables were 
scarce ; so also were fruits, excepting apples, which were very fine i poultry 
and stock as numerous, and perhaps finer, than those of previous years ; but 
many things were missed from the exhibition, which serve to fill up and im- 
part interest. The season had been so unfavorable the people were discour- 
aged, and seemed to regard the efibrt rather a failure. There was also a large 
falling off in the number of members, but to what cause that was attributable 
[ do not know. 

Only one meeting was held since the fair, which was the regular annual 
meeting. 

The reports of the committee of arrangements and treasurer exhibit the 
present condition of the society. 

Amount received by committee for admissions .•....• $106 40 

Amount expended by committee for sundries^ • • • 106 94 

Due committee .•••.•••• 54 

Balance in treasury February 15, 1854 • $262 24i 

Received fpr memberships for 1854 ^ ., 162 00 * 

Received from county 100 00 

524 24i 
By amount of premiums paid $242 62i 

By amount paid for lumber 32 81 

Hy amount paid for labor, &c « , . 73 56 

By amount of uncurrent funds 24 00 ^ 

373 00 



■I III > 



Balance 1^ treasury . • . »., . ^ . •^^. • , ^^.. 151 242 



• 



Leaving us (considerably wors« off, pecun\arily, than at the beginning of 
the year. . '., 



1 
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At the same meeting the society adopted the following resolutions: 

1. That it is not only expedient but absolately necessary for the perma- 
nence and future usefulness of the society, that a suitable lot of ground be 
purchased for its exhibitions. 

2. That a committee of three persons be appointed to select the ground 
and make the purchase. 

3: That the President be authorized to issue life tickets to members on pay- 
ment of ten dollars^ and tickets for ten yeaxn on payment of the sum of five 
dollars. 

The officers elected for the present year are — 

David Patterson, President, Bedford township. 

John M'Vicker, Vice President, Bedford P. O. 

Capt. Geo. Smith ... .do Bedford township. 

A. R. Oraine do Bedford township. 

Samuel Vo/ider8mith..do Bedford borough. 

Samuel Brown, Treasurer, Bedford borough. 

Wm. Hartley, Corresponding Secretary, Bloody Ran P. O. 

John Mower, Recording Secretary, Bedford borough. 

The interest in the society and its operations seems to have not only lagged 
but fallen off very materially during the past year; but there are some men 
who have its welfare at heart, and who, by their intelligence, perseverance 
and zeal, will be able to place it on a firm and lasting foundation, accom- 
plishing for and by it all that is proposed to be effected by such institutions. 

Respectfully, &c., 

JNO. MOWER. 



BRADFORD COUNTY. 

Officers of the Society for 1864, 

Presidfnt. — Col. Gordon F. Mason, Towanda. 

Vicx Fkesidents. — Gen. D. Bullock, Smithfieid; Hon. Harry Ada, Tus- 
caro a ; Rogers Fowler, Monroe; Jesse Edsall, Columbia | John W. Crriffin, 
Gaoton. 

Corresponding and Recording Secretary. — William C. Bogart, Towanda. 

Tkeasurer,-— William Elwell, Towanda. 

Managers. — ^Emanuel Guyer, Burlington; M. H. Laning, Wysox; M. C. 
Itercur, Towanda ; G. F. Redington, Troy j Zebulon Frisbie, Orwell ; C. N. 
SKlpman, Athens; Joseph Towner, Rome; J. F. Means, Towanda; B. La- 
porte, Durell. 

ExEccTivk CoMMtTTEB. — £« Guyer, Biirlington; M. H. Laning, Wysox; 
M. 0. Merear, Towinda. 
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HEPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. ^ 

Thci Executive Committee, in pursuance of their duty under the Constitu- 
tion, make the following report : 

In accordance with a resolution of the society, passed at its regular meeting 
in February 9 the committee made the necessary arrangements for holding its 
second annual fair at the borough of Towanda, on Ae 6th and 7th of October. 

The unprecedented drought which visited with dife consequences almost 
the entire length and breadth of our country, caused many to fear, and almost 
to doubt the practicability of holding a fair. A univttsdi failure of the crc^ 
vras apprehended on all sides, and to a very considerable extent the fears of 
our farmers were alarmingly realized. Many who had commenced the open*' 
ing of the season with high hopes and expectations of receiving a doe ahttre 
of the plaudits and admiration of the thousands that would attend the annual 
exhilation of the society, to witness the noble results of industry, science and 
skill, were called to view with deep regret and concern, their fair fields and 
gardens scorched and withered to unsightly wastes, and their froits either 
utterly blasted, or stunted, and rendered tasteless and unwholesome by this 
desolating scourge. 

Thus, amid these discouraging circumstances, was the succetui of the exhir 
bition rendered exceedingly doubtful ; but it was deemed entirely advisable 
by the committee to make full and ample preparations as the circumstances 
and the means of the society would admit ; and it is a source of gratification 
that their efibrts were most nobly seconded by almost every department of 
industry within its bounds. 

The court house and public square, which were again kindly presented by 
the commissioners of the county for the use of the society, were suitaUy 
arranged for exhibiting the dififerent articles and animals presented for com- 
petition and exhibition. Pens and stalls, ample in size and number, were 
erected on two sides of the enclosure to accommodate animals of all kinds, 
and hay and water provided for their subsistence. Two large and well 
arranged sheds were erected for the ^exhibition of mechanical and farming 
implements, fruit, vegetables, and other agricultural products. The centre 
and south portions of the grounds were arranged for the exhibition of horses 
and working cattle. 

The court room, under the skillful and tasteful hands of the young ladies 
of Towanda, was most beautifully decorated with evergreens and flowers. In 
the centre of the room was a beautiful floral temple, raised upon a mound of 
moss« From the mouth of a rich horn of plenty poured luscious fruits and 
beautiful flowers, in every variety, down the green slope of the mound. Several 
cages of beautiful birds, furnished for the occasion by Mr. James Nevins, of 
Towanda, and interspersed and hidden among the winding evergreens, poured 
forth strains of sweet song, lending a most cheerful and pleasurable efiect to 
the already delightful scene. The spacious room during the evening, was 
7 
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lirilliantly iUominated, presentiDg to the beholder a beautifully varied and 
gorgeous picture. Immediately in front of 'the judge^s desk, and near the 
entrance to the room, were long tables, richly laden with the most costly pro- 
ductions of ingenuity, skill and labor. Here was seen the handiwork of the 
fair women of bur country, in every variety of form and grade of workman- 
ship — ^the most delicate and richly wrought needlework, requiring months of 
assiduous application and labor, with the no less surprisingly beautiful pro- 
ducts of the spinning-wheel and loom. Here, too, was seen in tempting pro- 
fusion, breads of every variety, from wheat of alabaster whiteness, to the rich 
and inviting brown loaf of the rye; cakes, preserved fruits, raspberry and 
other vinegars, pickles, preserved meats, soaps and numerous other articles of 
the household department — all demonstrating the. superior skill of the fair 
contestants. A large number of paintings and drawings, several of them by 
young ladies of this county, were on exhibition, many of them evincing su- 
perior artistic skill, and all deserving praise. A beautiful sample of cocoons 
and manufactured silk, were exhibited by Mrs. Adelaide Delpeuch, of She- 
shequin, deserving the highest regard of the committee. The articles on 
exhibition in the ladies' department, considerably exceeded in number and 
variety those of last year, especially those of the more useful character. The 
large number of articles in this departinent compels the committee to forego 
their desire to give them a more detailed notice. 

The committee, in reviewing another portion of this department of the 
exhibition, desire to note with especial commendation, the rich and beautiful 
specimens of fancy and other articles manufactured and exhibited by several 
enterprising mechanics of this county. Among these, their notice was di- 
reeted to a magnificent set -of parlor furniture, and two beautiful sets of cham- 
ber furniture, made by A. O. Hart, of Athens; two tastefully arranged cases 
of gentlemen's boots and ladies' shoes, exhibited by Mr. W. H. Fritcher, of 
Athens. These articles were of unsurpassed beauty of workmanship. A set 
of single carriage harness, by Ual Porter, of Standing Stone, and a case of 
single carriage harness, by Messrs. Gulp & Kirby,*of Towanda, both specimens 
reflecting the highest credit and praise upon the manufacturers. Two line 
apemmens of rifles and shot guns, by Mr. J. Harder, of Athens, and J. V. 
Geiger, of Towanda, their beautiful and elaborate finish doing great credit to 
their makers. A superior specimen of saddles, exhibited by C. S. Smith, of 
Towanda, and a lady's side saddle, by J. F. Bosworth, of Waverly, exceeding 
in beauty of design and finish anything of the kind that has come to the notice 
of. the committee. 

The committee also examined with great pleasure, a number of specimen 
Daguerreotype likenesses, by Mr. L. N. Howard, of Athens ; also a case of 
the same, beautifully executed, by Messrs. Hathaway & Wood, of Towanda, 
denoting great proficiency in this branch of the arts. 

The committee cannot speak in too high praise of a magnificent • piano, 
Dsanufactured by Messrs. Light, Newton & Bradbury, of New York city, and 
exhibited by Mr. E. Hosford^ of Owego, N. Y* This instrument, in elegance 
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of finish and superiority of tone, surpassed any that has come under their ^ 
notice, and evinces, in a highly honorable degree, great merit in the part of 
its makers. Mr. Hosford also exhibited a superior melodeon, made by Carharl 
6c Needham, of N. Y. city^ with various other instruments of fine quality, alL 
deserving of commendation. 

In passing to notice the more heavy branches of mechanical manufacture% 
the committee feel that it is due to many of the competitors and exhibitors^ 
that their review should be somewhat in detail. While the limits of this re* 
port will not admit of a particular reference to each article in the list, yet 
several of those on exhibition were deservedly worthy, and seem to demand 
special notice. Among these, their attention was called to a steam engine 
from the manufactory of Messrs. Shipman & Welles, of Athens, and exhibited 
on the grounds in full operation by Mr. Clark, the accomplished construct- 
ing mechanic. This was a beautiful specimen of machinery, very simple in 
construction, and finished in a very superior manner, evincing a high order of. 
mechanical skill and workmanship. It is due to say, that this is but another 
evidence of the enterprise characteristic of these gentlemen, which has placed 
their works among the first in the country, and made them an honor to our 
county. The committee also refer with great pleasure to the extensive assort- . 
ment of agricultural and household ipfiplements exhibited by Mr. R. M. 
W^elles, of Athens, embracing labor-saving machinery for almost every depart- 
ment of agricultural and household economy. These articles were generally 
of superior character, both in excellence of workmanship and utility. Mr. 
Welles is deserving of high commendation for the zeal and enterprise with 
which he has engaged in this department of business. In this connection,, 
also^ the committee refer with pride and satisfaction to several newly invent-* 
ed and improved ploughs, horse powers, threshing machines, chums, stoves,.* 
and other agricultural and household implements, made and exhibited by 
several of the enterprising manufacturers and mechanics of the county, among 
whom were Messrs. Hall Sa Russell, A. Mix & Co., Youngs & Fowler, Lama* 
reaux & Co., J. Irvin, G. C. Hill, J. Jones, S. Shiner and others. These arti^ 
cles were all of superior character, doing great credit to their inventors and 
manufacturers. There were a large number of mechanical implements and* 
constructions on exhibition, highly meritorious, which are fully and properly 
noticed in the report of the Awarding Committee. . 

Great credit is due to the exhibitors for the display of valuable horses pro- > 
aented in competition — every class in the list being fully represented, and 
claims to premiums nobly contested by the finest specimens of their kinds. 
A large number of young animals of great merit were on the grounds, many 
of them the progeny of stock of unquestionable reputation, at present on eX' 
hibition, affording undoubted evidence of a superior character of animals m 
preparation soon for market. Full descriptions will be found in the reports 
of the Judging Committees. 

The exhibition of neat cattle largely exceeded in nmnberand quality, the 
mo9t sanguine expectations of the committee. To those anxious Cor the prp» * 
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motion of the agricultural prosperity of the county, this display of stock must 
have been of deeply absorbing interest. No observer, acquainted with the 
agricultural history of the county, could have failed to discover the vast im- 
provemeirt here so manifestly apparant, especially in breeding and dairy cjit- 
tle. A new impulse seems to have been given to this department, by several 
enterprising farmers in difierent parts of the county, which must eventually 
place her in the very highest class of successful competition in the cattle mar- 
ket. It is with no ordinary pleasure and satisfaction that the committee bring 
to the notice of the society and the public, the names of several of the gentle- 
men alluded to, who have expended considerable sums of money in intro- 
ducing several 'of the imported breeds of cattle into the county, for the pur- 
pose of improving the quality of our stock ; several of whom, it will be seen 
by the reports of the Judging Committees, were exhibitors of very superior 
breeders, ,of late introduction. Among these are Messrs. Redington, Wilber 
and Horace Pomeroy, of Troy; P. S. Furman and Jesse Edsall, of Columbia ; 
Hiram Spear, of Springfield; V. E. & J. E. Piolett, of Wysox; Col. J. F. 
Means, B. S. Russell and M. C. Mercur, of Towanda. It is but due to say, 
that a large amount of the best stock cattle exhibited, was the result of the 
enterprise and liberality of several of these gentlemen. There were other 
cattle exhibited, exciting the admiration of all who beheld them. Among 
those more particularly brought to the notice of the committee, were those of 
Messrs. Thomas Hyatt, J. Lloyd, Hiram Elliott, W. Wood, Wm. Scott, Wm. 
Braund, E. Guyer,*I. A. Park, W. W". Easterbrooks, Harry Mix, Hon. D. 
Wilinot, F. Ackley, D. O. Chubbuck, John Foyle, George Gard, N. P. Brown, 
John Fox, George Walborn, H. S. Mercur, T. Smith, N. N. Bowen, Samuel 
Kellum, 2d, Thomas Hyde, Lyman Wright and several others, the names of 
the exhibitors were not ascertained. 

While in this connection, the committee would urge upon the attention of 
our farmers, a single suggestion from the judges on working cattle, in this 
d^artment, there was an evident lack of interest, hardly to have been expect- 
ed in a county, which, it is believed, ought to be able to compete success- 
fully with any other in the State, both in number and quality of heir working 
cattle. It is to be hoped that this seeming want of interest in this one par- 
ticular, will be more than made up at our next Fair. 

The number of sheep on exhibition, the committee regret to say, was not 
so large as there was good reason to expect. The quality of several speci- 
mens presented was very fine. 

The committee observed several fine breeding hogs, and several litters of 
pigs, which were extra. The number on exhibition was not large, yet a de- 
cided improvement over that of last year. 

The display of poultry, as usual, was exceedingly fine, and of choice char- 
acter. It is not too much to say, that in this department we are fully equal 
to any in the State, both in quality and variety. 

It is a source of regret and annoyance to the committee that there should 
ij^^t heen any cause to lay wside the seveftil applications for premioms on 
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field crops. It was thought tb^t the rule of our first aimuAl fair^ regulatiiig 
the measurement of the land, an4 of the orop^ was liable to lead to error, aod 
consequent injustice. It was according.] y abandoned, and another, more 
stripgent and definite adopted in its place* This, with the othor rules of tb^ 
society, was published at an early day in the season, with the hoipe tfaat.ii 
would be read and understood by every competitor, that its strict obfservan^^ 
might lead to a ready disposition of each application. But it is somewhat 
remarkable, that in no single instance, so far as the committee have asoer- 
tained, has this rule been complied with in scarce any particular, thus 
leaving the committee no other alternative but to lay aside the application* 

The specimens of garden vegetables were more numerous and nrnch fiis^er 
than there was any eqcpectation of witne*ssing. The display, under the cir- 
cumstances of the drought, was one that did great credit to the exhibitors. 

The exhibition of fruit was large, and in many instances of great merit. 
Every year gives evidence of increased interest and improvement in this im- 
portant branch of agriculture in our county. The committee refer with 
pleasure to the report of the Judging Committee upon this department. 

Attention is called to the report of the Committee on Dairy, as showing an 
increased interest in this important branch of the exhibition. It is evident, 
however, th^t the benefits of a large display in this department, are not fully 
appreciated by our dairymen. This certainly cannot be the result of any lack 
of excellence in the article manufactured. Our county ought to rank at least 
with the best in the quality and amount of her dairy products. 

The committee would call attention to the interesting reports of the judges 
on horse and ox shoeing, and ploughing, together with several other reports 
on classes of animals and articles, not named in this report. 

The Executive Committee, in their review, have been thus particular in 
many of its details, because it was deemed justly due to those of whom they 
have spoken and brought to the favorable notice of the society. 

The weather, during the exhibition^ was highly favQrable« The show 
rooms and grounds were thronged throughout by an imnaensa concourse.of 
people— 4II delighted and de^Iy interested. A temporary platform was 
orected en one side of the enclosure for the accommodation of the ep^kers 
and ofiicers of the society ; the court room, although very large, being foa- 
tirely too small to contain the laipge numb^s ^n^iious to hear the address. At 
two o'clock, on the 6th, the President introduced the fiev. George Landon, 
who delivered a highly interesting and practical address, which was listened 
to with rapt attention, frequently eliciting bursts of the most hearty applause.. 

The committee would urge upon the attention of the society the propriety; 
and necessity of securing, by lease or otherwijse, sufficient and pioper groand 
upon which to erect permanent and nece^s^ry buildings and fixtures for hold- 
ing its anm^tftl exfaibitiona. The experience of other societies of long stand- 
ing, has led thesa to , adopt this as the only security to ultimate and certain 
success. fEbe iK^npiil^ee was subjected to much inconvenience and difliculty. 
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and the society to considerable expense, for want of sufficient and necessary 
room for the proper arrangemcDt of articles for exhibition. 

Since the last annual meeting of the society, the Rev. J. Towner, a highly 
esteemed and most efficient member of the board of managers, has been 
called from this to a better and more glorious existence above. In the death 
of Mr. T., his family have lost a beloved head, and the society and commii* 
nity a valuable and worthy member. 

In conclusion, the committee would congratulate the society upon its more 
than anticipated fair prospects. With a firm determination on the part of its 
friends to secure its permanent existence and prosperity, the certain benefits 
resulting from its establishment to the great industrial pursuits of our county, 
must place us iu every respect at least equal to the first in the State. 

Respectfully submitted. 

E. G[JYER, 

M. H. LANING, 

M. C. MERCUK, 

Executive Committet. 



I 
JUDGES* REPORTS AND AWARDS^ 



REPORT ON STOCK HORSES. 

To the Executive Committee : 

Your committee respectfully report, that after an examination of the stock 
on exhibition, they award premiums as follows: 

Best stallion for heavy draught, over four years old, «' John of Jersey," to 
G. Cummincs, Jr. 

Second best do. " Revenge," to J. G. Towner. 

Best stallion for light draught, over four years old, "Eclipse," to B. S. Smith. 

Mr. Edmund Horton bad on exhibition "Young John of Jersey," a four 
years old stallion, which your committee think peculiarly fitted for general 

use. 
Best three years old stallion, to Salisbury Grace. 
Second best do to C. Cummings. 

Mr, Hiram Elliott presented a very fine three years old stallion, " The Na- 
tive," which your committee think worthy of recommendation to stock 
Ireeders. 
Best blood mare, to I. A. Park. 
Second best do. to Horatio Gamage. 

C. FURMAN, 
ADDISON M'KtAN, 
J. T. D. MYER. 
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BEPORT ON CARRIAGE AND DRAUGHT HORSES. 

To the ExectUive Committee : 

The undersigned Judges on Carriage and Draught Horses, at the second 
annual exhibition of the society, having observed that certain omissions oecnr 
in the published list of premiums in the class assigned to them, therefore beg 
leave to submit the following list of premiums as actually awarded. A few 
words of explanation from the undersigned, are necessary, in the first place, 
to show the facts in the case, and the considerations which influenced their 
decisions. 

The published proposals of the committee invited competition with horse^^ 
mar^s or geldings^ including the three in one class. The judges on examina- 
tion, found that there existed among their number considerable difference of 
opinion in regard to the respective value of horses or geldings and mares, a 
diversity depending upon the sex only, irrespective of other considerations. 
The difiference of opinion, on this point, was so great, that the judges under 
their arrangement published by the committee, despaired of being able to do 
justice to all the competitors. They therefore concluded to subdivide the class 
submitted to them, into two classes, including horses and geldings in one, and 
mares in the other, so as to admit the awarding of premiums to each class, 
inrespective of the other. This they did after consultation with two mem* 
bers of the oommittee, and as they understood by their consent. 

The judges also regret that the published proposals did not allow them to 
award premiums on single draught horses. A large number of such were on ex- ' 
hiibition of superior quality, and the judges would have been pleased to com- 
pliment the ownercf with premiums, had the regulations of the committee 
allowed them to do so. They therefore respeetfuUy recommeBd that this 
«nission be supplied oq occasion of any future exhibition. 

First premuim for best pair matched carriage horses, to Job P. Kirby 

Second best do., to Frank Overton. 

First premium for beat pair of draught horses, to Silas Shiner. 

Second best do., to J. Stevens. 

First premium for best single carriage horse, to H. N. Fish. 

Second best do., to W. M. Watts. 

First premium for best saddle horse, to H. Fox. ' 

Second best do., to M. F. fiaasoin. 

First premium for best pair of matched colts, three years old, to Stephen 
Strickland, Jr. 

Second best do., to A. P. Bowman. 

Frist premiun^ for best pair matched carriage mares, to B. S. Russell. 

Second best do., to-Qeorge Hill. 
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First premiam for single carriage mare^ to D. G. Hall. 

Second best do., to Finley M'Kean. 

JOHN W. GRIFFIN, 
D. C. SCOVILLE, 
SAMUEL KELLUM, 2d, 
S. C. NAGLEE, 
L. S. KINGSBURY. 



REFOKT ON COLTS. 



Ta ihe Execuiive Conmiiiee : 

The undersigned judges on two years old, yearling and sucking colts, after 
examination award as follows : 

First premium to Black Bertrand stallion, two yc^rs old, owned by H. H. 
Fish, Troy. 
First premium to Messenger colt, owned by B. M. Calkins, Columbia. 
Second premium to a two years old colt, sired by Sir Patrick, owned by 
John Elsbury, Ulster. 

A premium to a one year old mare colt, sired by John of Jersey, owned 
by John Bowman, Monroe. 

Second premium to a two years old roan colt, sired by Durock, owned by J. 
B. Smith. 

First premium to two years old sorrel mare colt, sired by John of Jeirsey, 
owBed by Morris Coolbaugh. 

First preumvi to a sticking horse oolt, sired by Shark, and owaed by S. 
B. Hoteomb, of Ulster. 

A pcemiam to * dark bay oolt, owned l^ H. Gamage, Barlington. 

W. S. DOBBINS, 
HORACE FOMEROY, 
C. M. BROWN, 
J. W. BARTLETT, 
JAMES W. CARTY. 



BEPORT ON JACKS AND BfULES. 

To ihe ExectUive Committee: 

The undersigned Judges on Jacks and Male«, report asfollows : 

Best jack, first premium to John W. Smith. 

Best pair of mules, first premiam to Chester Pierce. 
^ Best mule colt, premium to D. Coolbaugh. 

S. S. BBADLEY, 
J. B; SMITH, 
JOHN BltAC^WSLU 
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REPORT ON STOCK CATTI^K, 

To the Executive Committee: 

Your Committee on Stock Cattle, after a careful examination, report the 
following awards : 

Durham — FuU Bloods. 

Best buli^ tharee years oldund upwards, first premium to M. G. M^cur. 
Seeood best do. to H. Pomeroy. 
Best bull, two years old, first premium to £. Guyer. 
. Seeondbest do. to G. F. Reddington. 
Best bull^ one year -old and upwards, first premium to J. F. MeansJ 
ISeecMid.best do. to B* S. Russell. 
Best cow, three years old, first premium to H. P&meroy. 
Second beat do. to lesse iiMsall. 

Best cow, twp years old and upwards, first premium to G. F. Reddington. 
Second best do. to P. S. Firman. 

Best heifer, one year cld^ first premium to B. S. Russell. 
Second best do. to H. Pomeroy. 

Best bull calf, first premium to H. Pomeroy. • 

Second best do. to P. S. Firman. 
Best heifer calf, first premium to H. P<inieroy. 
Second best do. to P. S. Firman. 

Grades — Durham. 

Best buil^ three years old and upwards, first -premium to J. Loyd. 

Second best do. to same. ' 

Best bull, two years old, first premium to Hixam Elliott. 

Second best di^« to W. Wood. 

Beet btiil ealf, first premium to Wim. Soott. 

Second best do. to H. Pomeroy. 

•Best four jiiearliiigs, first and second premium to Wm. Brauad. 

Best pair, twinsi, two years aid heifers, first premium to G. Wmlburn. \ 

A premium for fine grade bull, two y«ars old, to John Foyle. 

Best one year old slags, first premium- to £. Gmyer. ^ 

Devons-^Full Bloods. 

Best bull, one year old, first premium to Thos. Hyatt. 
Best heifer, two year& old, first premium to same. 
Second besrt do. to same. 
Best heifer, cme year«»ld, first premium to same. 



J^dtives. 

Best hull, three years old, first premium to F. Ackley. 
Second best do. to Jno. M. Fox. 



• 
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Be$t bull, two years o]d, first premium to W. W. Eastabrooks. 
Be^t do. one year old, to I. A. Park. 
Second best do. to same. 

Best heifer, two years old, to W. W. Eastabrooks. 
Best do. one year old, to D. O. Chubbuck. 
Best calf, to George Gard. 

Your committee found it difficult, indeed, to select and name the stock most 
deserying of premiums, from the unusual number offered, and nearly all of 
choice quality, of their kinds. Though some, no doubt, will be disappointed, 
yet we could not give all premiums. We take pride and pleasure in saying, 
the stock exhibited here is fully equal to the bent we have seen at any eoanty 
fair, and many fully equal to the best stock exhibited at the annual State 
Fair, and does great credit to the farmers of Bradford county ; and those who 
have failed this year, try and do bettor next. 

CHAS. F. WELLES, Jr., 
CHESTER WELLES, 
C, FRISBIE, 
M. F. RANSOM. 



REPORT ON WOBKIXG CATTLE. 

To the Executive Committee : 

The Judges on Working Cattle respectfully submit the following report : 
Best pair of working cattle, over five years old, (exhibited, but not in time, 
under the rules) owned by Lyman Wright. 
Second best, premium to N. M; Bowen. 

These were^the only two yokes exhibited in this class : the first,' a cross of 
the Durh&m and Devon, very beautiful in build aad c^or ; the seeond, a cross 
ef tke Devon with the Native. 

First premium for the best yoke of three yeara old virorking cattle, to sW. W. 
Eastabrooks, the only yoke offered in this class. Thase were very fine. 

Your committee submit that the farmers of Bradford have been too remiss 
in presenting their working cattle for exhibition at our county fair. They 
believe that Bradford may safely challenge any county in the State to pro- 
duce more or a better quality of cattle of this class. 

JUDSON BLACKMAN, 
ANDREW WEBB, 
J. C. RIDGEWAY, 
PETER STERIGERE, 
^ DANIEL BAILEY. 
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BEPOET ON MILCH COWS. 

To ike Executive Committee: 

The Committee of fudges on Milch Cows, respectfully report the following 
premiums : 

First premiulfn for best Durham milch cow, to Horace Pomeroy, Troy. 

Second best do., Jesse Edsell, Columbia. 

First premium for best g^ade milch cow, to Harry Mix, Towanda. 

Second best do., to W. W. Eastabrooks. 

First premium for best native milch cow, to Wm. Scott, Wysox. 

CHARLES WRIGHT, 
JOHN PORTER, 
JA8ED WOODRUFF, 
MARTIN ELSBREE. 



BEPORT ON FAT CATTLE. 

To the Executive Committee: 

Yonr Committee of Judges on Fat Cattle, after examination, award 
premiums as follows : 

Best pair of fat steers, three years old, first premium to G. F. Reddington, 
of Troy. 

Second best do., two years old, to Samuel Kellum, 2d. 

Best two years old fat heifer, first premium, to Thomas Hyde. 

Second best do., to B. S. Russell. 

The committee also examined a very fine fat yearling heifer extflbited by 

H. S. Mercur, Esq., and commend the same to the attention of the Exee«tiT« 

Committee. 

J. B. M'KEAN, 

ROBERT COOPER, 

JESSE EDSALL, 

H. H. MACE, 

C. STOCKWELL. 



KEPOET ON SHSEP AND WOOL. 

To the Executive Committee : 

Tour Committee of Judges on Sheep and Wooly after a careful examimtion, 
report the following awards of premiums : 
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Best fine wool bucli:, first premium to Mercur k Smith. 
Second best do., to WiHiam M^Cabe. 
Best buck lamb, to W. W. Eastabrooks. 

Mixed woo/, or croased. 

Best buck, first premium to Kichard Bennet. 
Best six lambs, to Mercur &; Smith. 
Second best do., to Salsbury Cole. 

Coarse wool. 

Best buck, first premium, to Jesse Edsell. 
Second best do., to Meroxr & Smith. 
Best six ewes, to William Braund. 
Best six iambs, to John M. Guyer. 

There were also six beautiful Southdown ewes brought in too late for com- 
petition, by Lyman Wright. The committee regret this very much, as they 
were highly meritorious. There was, also, a full blood Leicester buck, ex- 
hibited from Standing Stone, very fine, but also too late for competition under 

the rules. 

J. B. G. BABCOCK, 

JOSEPH INGHAM, 

WILLIAM BURTON, 

J. M. BEACH, 

WILLIAM BLACK. 



EEPORT ON SWINE. 

To the ExeetUive Gommiiiee : ' 

The Judges on Swine report the following awards : 

Firat pr^uium for bestsix months old boar, to M. C. Mercur. 

First .piremtum for best breeding sow, to William Braund. 

Second best do., to M. C. Mercur. 

Premium, to R. Brower^for a fine litter (six) of six months old pigs. 

First premium to William Braund, for best litter of pigs. n 

Second do. to George Gard. 

DAVIS VANDYKE, 
HARRir MIX, 
JOHN MORROW, 
BYilUN IflNGSBUJiy. 
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RKPOST' ON 9EEDS. 



To the Executive Committee : 

^he 'Committee on Seeds report the following awards : 

For the best bashel timothy seed, first premium to J. F. Chamfoerlain. 



Second best do., to Rosweli Lather. 



G. HILL, 
W. PATTON, 
S. M'CORD, 
J. LAPORTE. 



BEPORT ON POULTRY. 

To the Executive Committee : 

Your Committee on Poultry respectfully report, that they have examined 
the various specimens of poultry on exhibition, and have awarded premiums 
as follows: 

Best pair of Brahma Pootra fowls, to Jared Woodruff. 

Best pair of Brahma Pootra chickens, to W. W. Kinney. 

Second best do., to Hugh Hicks. 

One pair superior Polands, to Thomas Smith. 

One pair superior Dorkins, to David Cash. 

One pair superior English red game, to George Golden. 

For superior game of the cat bird variety, to I. Myer. 

Largest and best variety of Shanghais, to Addison IfKean. 

Second best do.3 to Daniel O. Chubbuck. 

One pair superior black Chittagongs, to Jesse Woodruff. 

One pair superior white Shanghais, to Danford Chaffee. 

Four pair cross of Ostrich and Cochin China varieties, to Joshua Kilmer. 

Superior Cochin Chinas, to Jared Woodruff. 

For superior Muscovy ducks, to William J. Delpeuch. 

One pair superior white turkeys, to James Santee. 

One pair superior black turkeys, to Thomas Smith. . 

Largest variety of superior turkeys, to Benjamin Davidson. 

The committee award a high degree of merit as follows : 

For eleven cross Brahma and Cochin China, to Jared Woodruff. 

One pair of game of the large red variety, to I. Myer. 

Three pair Cochin China chickens, three months old, to Charles Mercur. 

Two pair Brahma Pootta chickens, three months old, to H. Hicks. 

Two pair Shanghais, to Charles Page. 

Three Brahma Pootra chickens, to Daniel O, Chubbuck. 

One superior silk fowl, to Jesse Woodruff. 
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The committee feel it due, as an act of jastice to the competitors, to say 

that they have found it very difficult to decide in most of the cases, so nearly 

equal in merit were specimens to eachother, and although there was not quite 

so great a variety of breeds exhibited this year as last, there has been a very 

decided improvement upon last year's exhibition, which proves the adaptation 

of our climate to the profitable rearing of this valuable variety of stoek by 

our people. 

WM. BROWNING, 

WxM. DELPEUCH, 

GEO. F. HORTON, 

W. PATTON, 

E. H. MASON. 



REPORT ON GARDEN VEGETABLES. 

To the Executive Committee : 

The Committee of Judges appointed to adjuge and award premiums on 
(rarden VegetaMes, make the following report: 

Best variety of garden vegetables, first premium to W. Chase and C. F. 
Welles, Jr. 

Second best variety of garden vegetables, to B. S. Russell. 

Best half dozen heads cabbage^ to R. Luther. 

Best half peck early gar len potatoes, to C. P. Upson. 

Best six stalks of celery, to M. H. Laning. 

Best dozen carrots, to Asa Stevens. 

Best sample egg plants, to M. H. Laning. 

Best sample of Lima beans, to Wm. Mix. 

Best variety of radishes, to Samuel Kellum, 2d. 

Best sample tomatoes, to J. C. Ridgeway. 

Best sample onions, to Addison M'Kean. 

Best sample ^sweet corn, to H. Spear. 

Best sample sweet pumpkins, to B. S. JRussell. 

Best sample sweet potatoes, to same. 

Best sample cabbage turnips, to same. 

Best sample marrowfat beans, to H. Spear. 

ISAAC MYER, 
S. P. STALFORD, 
HIRAM SPEAR, 
F. W. BROWN, 
WM. BAKER. 
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I BEFORT ON HONEY AND SUQAK. 

7b Me Executive Committee : 

Your Committee on Honey and Sagar, reapectfully report, that there w€re 
but few specimens of honey and sugar on exhibition; those, however, were 
very fine. We award as follows : 
First premium for best honey, to J. L. Johnson. 
First premium for best sugar, to W. Black. 

MRS. SAMUEL KELLUM,2d, 
MRS. C. F. WELLES, Jr., 
BURTON KINGSBURY. 



BEFORT ON DAIRY. 

To the Executive Committee : 

The Committee on Dairy respectfully submit the following report, and 
award premiums as follows: 
First premium on firkin or tub butter, to Andrew Webb. 
Second premium do* to Jared Woodruff. 
First premium on roll butter, to Jared Woodrufi*. 
Second premium do. to J. B. M'Kean. 

Cheese, 

First premium, to G. C. Gore. 
Second do. to G. C. Hill. 

They also beg leave to submit the annexed few practical rules on batter 
making 3 also the annexed instructions by Mrs. Gore on cheese making. 

F. BLACKMAN, 
A, BUDD, 
J. HOLCOMB, 
JAMES ELLIOTT, 
P. FURMAN. 
The newer and sweeter the cream, the higher flavored will be the butter. 
The air rrtust be fresh and pure in the rdom or cellar where the milk is set. 
The cream should not remain on the milk over thirty-six hours. • Keep the 
cream in tin pails or stone pots, into which put a spoonful of salt at the be- 
jj^inning; then stir the cream lightly each morning and evening. This will 
prevent the cream from moulding or souring. Churn as often as twice a 
week, and as much oftener as circumstances will permit. Upon churnin* add 
the cream upon all the milk in the dairy. Use nearly an ounce of salt to a 
poaDd of butter. Work the butter over twice, to free it from the buttermilk 
and brine, before lamping and packing. The air must be pure in the room 
where the butter is kept and worked, and the butter should be exposed to the 
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air as little as possible. Be certain that it is entirely free from battermilk or 
coagulated milk, and it will keep sweet forever. 

To the Executive Committee: 

Being a competitor on cheese, I will give you my mode of making, as re- 
quested by you, to wit : — To the milk from ten cows add about one tea cup 
full of rennet ; after it is sufficiently curdled it is then carefully cut up and 
drained. Then put into a tub, and scalded with hot whey, drained again, and 
after it is cool it is chopped up and salted and ready for the press. 

MRS. LUCY GORE, aged 81 years. 



REPOBT ON FLOUR iIND MEAL. 

« 

To the Executive Committee : 

Your Committee on Flour and Meal award the following premiums : 

First premium for best flour, to Elias Thompson. 

Second do. for second best, to R. Luther. 

First premium for best sack of corn flour, to' S. Decker. 

Second do. for second best, to K. Luther. 

W. BKOWNSON, 
F. D. BEARDSLEY, 
MOSES CANFIfiLD, 
H. WILLEY, 
J. L. JOHNSON. 



EEPOBT ON SAftLT FHT7IT. 

To the Executive Committee: 

The Committee on Barly fruit beg leave to report, that soon after their 
appointmmt in June last, they gave public notice id the papers that they 
would have a daily session, and invited samples of fruit to be left for their 
inspection. The past season has not been a favorable one for fruit, and yet the 
samples and varieties presented to us have been very large, and in some cases 
the commitj^ee hare felt a good deal embarrassed in awarding t^e premiums. 
This has been the case especially with apples and peaches, and in the awards 
we have made^ care has been taken to comply strictly with the rules laid down 
by the society, and to do justice to each depositor. The committee would 
direct special attention to the fact which they think the present season has 
established, and that is, that our climate a^d soil is remarkably well adapted 
to the cultivation and growth of all the early varieties of apples^ pears, 
peaches and pluma, and it only requires a little attention, at the proper fiea-' 
soD| to bttdding aftd gsaftingi for eack farmer and gardener to surround him. 
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self with a succession of fruits for the entire season. It must he home in 
mind that a tree to hear well must be fed — that is, properly manured, from 
year to year, with the refuse of the house and barn, such as ashes, decayed 
leaves, fermented barn-yard manure, and any and all of those little fertilizing 
materials which will aid the tree hearing fruit from year to year and renew 
its strength. The man who plants a tree loves his ra;ce and is a public bene- 
factor. The committee award the following premiums : 

Cherries, largest and best variety, to Stephen Powell. 

Second best variety, to William E. Bull. 

Best single specimen, to Rogers Fowler. 

Apples, largest and best variety, to M. H. Laning, 

Second best variety, to W. J. Delpeuch. 

Best dozen, single specimen, to Asa Stevens. 

The committee would notice some choice specimens of golden sweet ap- 
ples, presented by J. M. M'Afee, of South Towanda; by C. R. Darling, of 
Orwell, of a number of beautiful bow apples, and by. Wm. Coolbaugh, of 
Durell, of a handsome variety of early fall apples. 

Plums, largest and best variety, to Wm. M'Cabe. 

Second best do., to Stephen Powell. 

Best dozen, to Wm. H. Van Dyke, for sample of large imperial Ottoman. 
Two choice varieties of green gage and prune plums were presented by Harry 
Mix, of Towandk, but not in sufficient numbers to compete. 

For sample early sweet harvest pears, to Jared Woodruff. 

For sample very fine seedling pears, to W. J. Delpeuch. 

Peaches, largest and best variety, to M. H. Laniug. 
. Second best do., to J. Woodruff. 

Best dozen, to Thomas Elliott, for sample of Honest Johns. 

Second best do., to John Mix . Some choice specimens of early freestones 
were also presented by Mrs. Miles Carter, of Towanda, E. Guyer, of Bur- 
lington, and Byron Kingsbury, of North Towanda. 

For best three watermelons, to Samuel Kellum. 

For best three muskmellons, to same. ^ . 

For best variety of cantelopes, to M. H. Laning. 

Gooseberries, largest and best variety, to Harry Mix. 

BENJ. S. RUSSELL, 
J. D. MONTAYNE, 
D. F. BARSTOW, 
H. S. MEKCUR, 
C. M. iitAN\riLLE. 
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EEPORT ON LATE FRUIT. 

To the Executive Committee : t 

Your Committee on Late Fruit respectfully report the following awards of 
premiums : 

For the largest and best variety of fall apples, Urst premium to M. H. Lan- 
ing. 

Second best do., to Salsbury Cole. 

Best dozen fall apples, to Joshua Kilmer. 

Largest and best variety of fall pears, to Jared Woodruff. 

Largest and best variety of late peaches, to Charles Manville. 

Second best do., to M. H. Laning. 

Best dozen peaches, to Thomas A. Jennings. 

Largest and best variety of grapes, to Harry Mix. 

Best dozen clusters, to Wm. Ehvell. 

Second best do., to same. 

Best dozen quinces, to D. F. Barstow. 

Best late watermelon, to Samuel Kellum 2d. 

E. REED MYER, 

L A. PARKS, 

C. G. GORE, 

M. J. COOLBAUGH, 

G. H. VANDYKE, 

ORRIN j\I. EMERY. 



SEFOET ON AGRICULTUSAL IMPLEMENTS. 

■ 

To the Executive ComiAittee : 

The committee appointed to adjudge and award premiums on agricultural 
implements, report the following awards : 

For best plough, first premium to A. Mix &; Co. 

Second best plough, to Lambreaux & Co. 

Best fanning mill, first premium to R. M. Welles* 

Best threshing machine, to Youngs &; Fowler. 

Best grain cradle, to S. Shiner. 
' Best ox yoke complete, to G. C. Hill. 

Best hand churn, to J. Jones. 

Best log chain, to W. W. Eastabrook. 

We also commend to your attention, and the attention of the ptiblic,*a corn 
sheller, a corn-stalk cutter, an^ a power churn, exhibited by R. M. Welles, of 
Athens, as being superior articles, and worthy the attention of those in want. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. O. CHUBBUCK, 
H. GIBBS, 
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REPORT ON MECHANICAL MANUFACTURES. 

To the Executive Committee : 

» 

Your Committee of Judges on M&hanical Manufactures, after a careful 
examination of the several articles presented for exhibition and premiums, 
report the following awards : 

Best specimens in finishing of iron and brass. The committee would no- 
tice with laudable commendation the steam engine of Shipman & Welles, of 
the "Junction Iron Works," of Athens, five horse power, horizontal, five inch 
cylinder, twelve inches in the crank. All parts of this beautiful engine were 
made at the works of the exhibitors, and chiefly of Pennsylvania iron, from 
Astonville works, Lycoming co., and will vie with the work of the best shops 
in the country. Other specimens of work in this line were exhibited by S. W. 
Welles, of Athens, a horse shoe and an augur bit. But the premium for this 
item was finally awarded to an ingenious, and, as the committee were informed, 
self-taught minor, C. T. Hull, of Athens, for a set of dies or stamps, for 
lettering. 

Blacksmith's work. — Premium to Wm. S. Wiggins, of Athens. The com- 
inittee hesitated long between the horse shoes exhibited by Mr. Wiggins, and 
C. M*. Van Winkle, of Rome, to^hom the second premium was finally award- 
eiJ. Both of the shoes show a proper conception of the structure of the 
horse's feet, in making the bearing upon the outer edge of the hoof; and that 
for which the premium was awarded is admirably adapted for cases of hoof- 
bound horses. 

for the best two horse carriage, G. H. Drake, of Towanda. 

Best single carriage, D. Magner, of Wysox. 

Best two horse carriage harness, Jerre Culp, Towanda. 

Best single carriage harness, U. Porter, of Standing Stone. A well made 
and tasteful single harness was exhibited by J. Culp. 

Best saddle, C. T. Smith, made by the late Elhanah Smith, of Towanda. 

Best cooking stove, Lamoreaux & Co., Towanda. / 

Best parlor stove, Lamoreaux & Co., Towanda. 

A single clmir^ with a very beautiful worsted work seat, by Mrs. Wm. Rock- 
well, of Towanda, and another with back and seat of mosaic piece work, by 
Mrs. E. A. Parsons, of Towanda, attracted the attention of the committee, 
but the rules of the society did not allow a premium. 

Best lot of cabinet ware, A. O. Hart, of Athens; very beautiful and well 

made. , ^ 

Best pair of fine boots, sewed, W. H. Fritchor, of Athens. 
Best pair of fine boots, pegged, C. C. Brooks, of Athens. 
Best pair of ladies' shoes, W. H. Fritcher, of Athens. 
Best side of upper leather, A. A. Bishop, of Wysox. 
Best dressed calf skin, A. A. Bishop, of Wysox. 
Best side of harness leather, Nichols & Co., LeRaysville. 
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Best flour barrel, Jacob Jones, of Athens. 

Best butter firkin, Russell Pratt, of Towanda. 

Best made rifle gun, Jacob Harder, of .Athens. 

Best shot gun, J. V. Geiger, of Towan^p. 

'Best tin-ware, R. M. Welles, of Athens 5 exceedingly well made, with cop- 
per and brass wire and hinges. 

Many articles were simply on exhibition, and not intended as competitors 
for a premium, that your committee feel compelled to' notice as worthy of 
general interest. Among these was a specimen of "patent expanding window 
sash," made and sold by Mr. L. Post, of Towanda. Spiral springs are in- 
serted in the sides of the sash frames, and appear to have all the advantages 
of weights and pulleys, besides being much less complicated and expensive. 
This sash isalwuys tight by the expansion of the springs, and dust and air are 
entirely excluded. This improvement is the more useful, as it can be applied 
to old windows without extra expense. 

A lady's side saddle, with raised side, and very fancifully ornamented, 
was exhi.Uited/by J. F. Bosworth, of VVaverly. 

C. L. WARD, Chairman. 



REPORT ON HORSE AND OX SHOEING. 

To the Executive Committee : 

The undersigned committee, in pursuance of their appointment, beg leave 
to notice the following report : 

Anything tending to a laudable emulation in mechanism, the arts and sci- 
ences, and the promotion of individual interests and happiness, is a natural 
consequence, and it is apparent that agricultural societies are a powerful 
auxiliary to the natural aids in the work of human philanthropy. The under- 
signed, fully impressed with this view of the question, and desirous to add 
their mite in tlie general issue and result of the county society's undertaking, 
have faithfully discharged the duties assigned them. The committee have 
referred to the U. S. census, for 1850, and find in that Jrear in Bradford 
pounty there were seven thousand two hundred and thirty-three horses. 
When we consider the importance and great value of that noble animal, their 
convenience and the amount of capital invested in them by the people of this 
county, it is not strange that we find a lively interest, every where felt, in 
promoting their usefulness. How often do wc painfully witness a well pro- 
portioned animal crimpling along with a half hitch^ caused by bad and care- 
less shoeing! This is an every day sight. But while your eomfnittee 
acknowledge the truth of this fact, they take pleasure in announcing the evi- 
dence of the great interest felt by the numerous competing blacksmiths for the 
premium for the best specimen of horse shoeing; This isan encourfegiDg cir- 
cumstancey and witnessed with pleafmre, A very large namber of fine horses 
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were presented for our examination, and it is due to ourselves to say, that our 
decisions were made without knowing the names of the mechanics. The speci- . 
mens presented exhibit skill and good workmanship ; all deserve commenda- 
tion. In some instances it was quite difHcult to determine which was the best 
horse shoeing in all its parts. The drst premium, however, th« committee, 
with great unanimity, awarded to a span of young spotted horses, belonging 
to Frank Overton, and shod by Wm. B. Dodge, of the borough of Towanda. 
The award to the second best shoeing, was decided in favor of a breeding 
mare, owned by Charles Ellsworth, and shod by Cyrus Van Winkle, of Rome. 
A fine stud horse, owned^ by B. L. Smith, and shod by £. Smith, of Rome; 
and also, a black horse of M. F. Ransom, of Smithfield, were specioiens of 
good workmanship and judicious shoeing. 

No oxen were presented for our examination. 

D. M. BULL, 

G. W. GRIFFIN, 

E. S. MATHEWSON, 
WM. A. PIERCE. 



' RfiPC&T ON PI«OWSHING. 

To the Executive Committee : 

Your Committee on PlougTiing and Ploughs, respectfully report, that they 

attended to the duty assigned them, and the following is the result : 

Guy G, Irvine ploughed forty-five square rods in forty-one minutes, having 

ploughed best with John Irvine's plough, which we consider the best plough 

on trial. 

Mr. L. Pratt ploughed forty square rods in thirty-five minutes — not as well 

ploughed as Mr. Irvine. We recommend him to a second premium. 

J. E. PIOLLET, 
JOHN CHAMBERLAIN, 
G. RUSSELL, 
C. PIERCE, 

LAWRENCE H. SCOTT, 
S. W. TOWNER, 
JULIUS RUSSEL, 
E. W. HALE. 



/ 



REPORT ON UNENUMBBATEO ARTICLES. 

To the Executive Committee : 

» 

The Committee on Unenumerated Articles have instructed me to make 
the following report, to wit : 

A premium often dollars to Shipman & Welles, of the Junction iron worksj 
;at Athens, Pa«^ for l»est steam engine. 
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A premium of one dollar to Horace Pomeroy, of Troy, for a horse hay fork, 
being awarded for its utility and saving of labor. 

A premium of one dollar to Mrs. E. Guyer, for a corn husk bed, being for 
its superior work in the preparation of the husks. 

A premium of one dollar to Hiram K. Stevens, for best specimen of wooden 
ware, awarded for superior workmanship. 

A premium of two dollars to L. N. Howard, of Athens, for best specimens 
of Daguerreotypes, for good execution and likenesses. 

A premium of three dollars to Mrs. Adelaide Delpeuch, of Sheshequin, for 

ft 

specimens of cocoons and silk manufactured therefrom, for the skrll and en- 
terprise manifested. 

The committee further award the commendation of the society to R. M. 
Welles, of Athens, for a clover huller, and a hiorticing machine, both of which 
were well manufactured, and admirably adapted to the purposes designed, but 
were neither of them made in Bradford county. The object of the committee 
is, to have the favorable notice of the society given to these articles ; also, 
the commendation of the society to J. H. Latham, agent for "Smith's im- 
proved wheel and water case," for the reasons last above stated. Also, the 
commendation of the society to Hathaway & Wood, for specimens of Daguer- 
reotypes, being well executed. Also, the commendation of the society to J. 
Q. Ingham, for a small escrutoite, made by him before he was sixteen years 
0I4, as exhibiting ingenuity and good workmar^hip. Also, the diploma of the 
society to the fire company, "Franklin, No. 1," for their fire engine. 

MILLER FOX, Chairman. 



EEPORT ON HOtrSEHOLD MANUFACTURES, 

Class JVb. i. 

To the Executive Committee : 

Your Committee on class No. 1, of Household Articles, make the following^ 
report of awards : 

For best white flannel, first premium to Mrs. John M'Afee, 

Best plaid do., to Mrs. Elisha Keeler. 

Best wool carpet, to Mrs. J. F. Satterlee, Jr. 

Second best do., to Mrs. John Record. 

Best rag carpet, to same. 

Second best d.o,j to Mrs. S. Spalding. 

Best tow cloth, to Mrs. John M'Afee. 

Best brown twilled linen, to Mrs. Jonathan Stevens.. 

Best table cloth, to Mrs. Allen M'Kean. 

^Second best do., to Mrs. W. W, Browning. 

Best bleached linen, to Mrs. John M'Afee. 

Best linen thread, to Mrs. Alanson Lovelace^. 
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Second best do., to Miss Abel. 

Best linen yarn, to Mrs. S. Decker. 

Best stockings, to Mrs. EI. Kinney. 

Best socks, to Mrs. Thomas Ingham. 

Second best do., to same. 

Best fringed mittens, to Mrs. John Record. 

Best fringed gloves, to same. 

Best striped mittens, to Mrs. S. Kellum 2d. 

Best made shirt, to Mrs. James Macfarlane. 

Second best do., to Miss C. Miller. 

Best patchwork, to Mrs. James B. Wilcox. 

Second best do., to S. S. Hill. 

Best pieced quilt, to Mrs. D. Bullock. 

Second best do., to Mrs. C. Manville. 

Best double counterpane, to Mrs. Joseph Allen. 

Second best do., to Mrs. J. Woodruff. 

Best single counterpane, to Mrs. S. Decker.* 

Second best do., to Mrs. Wm. fiurton. 

Best white counterpane, to Mrs. John Record. 

Best spread, to Mrs. Horace Kinney. 

Best woollen yarn, to Mrs. John Morrow. 

Second be^t do., to Mrs., Charles Stevens. 

Best door mat, to Mrs. £. C. Welles. 

Best chip mat, to C. R. Darling, 

Best specimen of darning, to Miss Mary Ann M^Cormick. 

Many of the articles were so nearly alike in excellence that the committee 
had much difficulty in awarding the premiums, and many of those which did 
not receive premiums are worthy of high commendation. A table cloth, 
made by a lady in Scotland, attracted much attention for its great beauty ; a 
white quilt, ako, exhibited by Mr. Colt, was a remarkable specimen of indus- 
try and fine workmanship. 

MRS! M. H. LANNING, 
MRS. JAMES ELLIOTT, 
MRS. MILLER FOX, g 
MRS. J. F. LONG. 

Class JVb« 2. 

To the^Execuiive Committee : 

The undersigned. Committee on Household Manufactures, rei^ectfully sub- 
mit the following report. After a careful examination we have awarded pre- 
miums as follows : 

Best bread, premium to Mr& M. H. Lanning. 
Second do., to Mrs. Allen M'Kean. 
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Third do., to Mrs. Wm. Scott. 

Best biscuit, premium to Mrs. Samuel Kellum 2d. 

Second do., to Mrs. Allen M'Kean. 

Best cup cake,* premium to Miss Elizabeth Myer. 

Best peach butter, to Mrs. E. Guyer. 

Best apple butter, to same. 

Best raspberry vinegar, to Mrs. J. P. Kirby. 

Best tomato catsup,* to Mrs. C. Warford. 

Best spiced peaches,* to Mrs. J. Beidieman. 

Best preserved peaches,* to Mrs. S. C. Naglee. 

Best toilet soap,* to Mrs. E. Guyer. 

Best soft soap, to saAc 

We beg leave to say, that other biscuit and bread, also rnsks of superior 
quality, were on exhibition. We would recommend to your especial codb- 
mendation a loaf of rye bread, made by Mrs. Kellum, and also one of supe- 
rior quality, by Mrs. B. Kinesbury. There was an excellent potato pie, the 
only one exhibited of any kind. There was much competition in raspberry 
vinegars — all very fine. We consequently found some difficulty in deciding 
on a preference. We found 267 to be equal in flavor to any presented, and 
much superior in clearness and beauty of appearance. There was on exhibi- 
tion some very superior maple molasses, and one glass of very fine apple jelly, 
the only specimens presented. No recipes were given. Th^re was also a 
specimen of apple butter two years old in good condition. We earnestly re- 
commend exhibitors of this class to attach a recipe to each article, for the 
benefit of the community. 

MRS. w. s. Baker, 

MRS. H. S. MERCUR, 
MRS. J. HOLCOxMB, 
MRS. JAS. CHUBBUCK. 

KoTB. — The aiticles marked thus * were the only ODes of the kind presented. 

Class JVb. 3. 

To the Executive Committee: , 

The committee on class No. 3, report as follows : 

Best lamp mat, first premium to Miss S.. Can field. 

Second best do. to Miss R. N. Horton. 

Best paper flowers, to Miss Cooper. 

B^st t^cy knitting, to Miss H« M. Pierce. 

Best specimen of netting, to Mrs. M. H. banning. 

Best crochet work, to Mrs. J. Culp. 

Best variety of worsted wdrk, trf Miss R. N. Hortpn.- 
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Much difficulty was experienced in awarding premiums to these last named 
articles, tbere being ^o many deserving. The premiums wete finally giren 
to those that had neatness of workmanship, combined with beauty of design. 

MRS. J. MACFARLANE, 
MISS. M. A. MASON, 
MISS ELIZA SMITH, 
MISS F. E. ABLE, 
MISS COLE. 

Class JVo. 4. 

To the Executive, Committee: 

The undersigned eommittee having examined the articles presented in this 
class, report the following awards : 

First .premium for fancy needlework to an elegant citfehion, most elabor- 
ately and beautifully embroidered with silk, worsted and beads, by Mrs. C. 
L. Ward. 

First premium for best specimen of mosaic work on a chair, to Mrs. £. A. 
Parsons. 

First premium for best specimen of worsted work on cloth^ to Mrs. Miller 
Fox. 

Second do. for beautiful specimen of worsted work on canyass, to Mrs* 
James H. Phinney. • 

Two specimens by Mrs. Henrietta Page, worthy of high commendation. 
First premium for a lace cape, embroidered with braid, without a pattern, 
being bea itifuily done, by Mrs. Beidleman. 

Second do. to a pair of lace sleeves, beautifully embroidered with linen 
floss, by iVIrs. Henry Vandyke. 

First premium for French needle work, to Miss Elizabeth Myer. 
A beautiful cloak and bonnet, for a child, the cloak richly embroidered with 
ivhite silk upon pure white cashmere, and the bonnet with the same upon 
ni^hite satin, by Mrs. J. W. Mercur, exhibited by Mrs. W. C. Bogart, but not 
for premium^ was worthy of the highest commendation. 

MISS MAHY A. BUFFINGTON, 
MISS SUSAN MYER, 
MISS H. NOBLES, 
MISS LAUBA BAILY. 

Class JSTo. 5. 

T'o the Executive Committee: 

The undersigned respectfully repi»rt. This class embraces milinery, man- 
t^uamiiking and fine need>K work. Of the first of tkefse articles, we regret to- 
saty that there was no specimea presented. 
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For dress-making, the premium was given to A. M. Morley — a child's 
dress neatly made and embroidered by a child but eight years old; a piece of 
work which would do credit to a person of more advanced age. 

For fine needle work, the first premium was awarded to Miss Helen Carter, 
for skirt of a tasteful design, and well executed. The second premium was 
given to Mrs. M. C. Jones, for pair of sleeves, the work of which was equally 
good, but the second premium was given in consideration of its beins; a much 
smaller piece. There, were, also, beautiful specimens of work exhibited, be- 
longing to a lady who did not reside here, but which were worthy of high 
commendation. There was an infant's embroidered hood, also, by Mrs. Geo. 
Sanderson, which i^ngeniously made, and deserves to be favorably noticed. 

MRS. VANDYKE, 
MISS MARY SWEENY, 
MRS. C. L. WARD, 
MISS BRINK, 
MISS MILLER. 



REPORT ON PAINTIiNGS, DRAWINGS, ETC. 



To the Executive Committee: 

The judges on the sixth class of articles, including paintings, drawings and 
fancy articles, submit the following report : 

The number of articles under this class, is quite limited. Our citizens have 
been either too generally absorb^ in the various departments of productive 
industry, to devote much attention to the fine arts, or else our native artists 
have been too modest to submit their performances to the public view. The 
judges have found among the paintings presented for competition, some 
pieces of considerable merit, and have awarded the following premiums : 

Best oil painting, castle, with water scenery, premium to Miss M. A. Mason. 

Best water color, flower piece, to ^tliss Able. 

Best Monochromatic drawing, ma^T^c lake, to Miss E. Drake. 

Best pencil drawing, four heads, to ^»Irs. James Macfarlane. 

Best fancy article, card basket, by a child, Miss Helen Powell. 

Second best do., fancy tidy, to Mrs. H. Kinney. 

We also take the liberty tp call attention to a beautiful landscape painting, 
on exhibition, by Mr. Montalant, the property of C. L. Ward, Esq. It is a 
distant view of Towandjei borough and the surrounding hills, with the Susque- 
hanna winding among them, as seen from a point near the mouth of the 
Towanda creek, at sunset. The subject is a beautiful one, and the artist has 
studied and labored it with great success. Not being the production of an 
artist residing within the limits .of the county, the regulations of the society- 
prevent us from .testifying otxr appreciation of its%ierit by a premium. We 
would also notice two paintings exhibited by B. S. Russell — a cattle piece, of 
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remarkable merit, by Kuyp, and " Canadian ponies," by Etter ; both good 
paintings, but excluded from competition by the rules of the society. The 
view of Towanda borough from the hill on the opposite side of the river, 
deserves much commendation as a portraiture of the town, for the accuracy 
of the drawing, and the great faithfulness and distinctness with which the' 
distant objects are represented, but is defective in coloring. 

H. BOOTH, 
THERESA PIOLLET, 
WM. H. PERKINS, 
MISS M. E. CHILD, 
MRS. C. A. BURCH. 



REPORT ON MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. 

To the Executive Committee: 

The judges on musical instruments, respectfully report: 
As there were no instruments presented for competition and premium, the 
committee have only to speak in terms of commendation of the following: 

E. Hosford, E^q., c£ Owego, had on exhibition a superb 7 1-1 octave rose- 
wood piano, from the manufactory of Lighte, Newton & Bradbury, New York 
city. The workmanship of the instrugient, exhibits mechanical skill of the 
highest order, it being finished back, having papier mache plate, pearl keys^ 
and scroll legs in the style of Louis 14<th, and altogether presenting a 
beautiful and unique appearance. The bass is deep and'heavy, and the upper 
notes are of exquisite tone. The committee would commend the folio wing« 
from C. M. Cady, of the New York Musical Review, as fully expressing their 
sentiments with reference to this beautiful instrument : — " I take pleasure in 
calling attention to this instrument, as a triumph of mechanical art of which 
any American piano forte maker might well be proud, whether considered 
with reference to the beai^ty of its external finish, or the superior quality of 
its tone, so full, even and resonant, and yet so pure, silvery .and brilliant." 

The melodeon presented by the same gentleman, is also a no^tly finished 
instrument, manufactured by Carhart & Needham^ N. Y., having a pedal of 
improved action. The instrument in tone i»a superior one. We desire, also, 
to mention favorably, a violin, an eight-keyed flute, a French guitar and an 
accordeon with a flutina arrangement — all of which are superior instruments. 

MISS BLACK, 
MISS BALLARD, 
MISS A. NEWELL, 
MISS ELLEN WARD, 
MRS. WM. DELPEUCH, 
MR. R. C. SIMPSON, 
MR. WM. DIETRICH. 



• 
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Report of the Treasurer upon the finances of the Bradford County ^grictd- 

tural Society. 

William Elwell, Treasurer, in account with sard society. 

DR. 

To balance on settlement for 1853 $293 70 

To memberships and admission to fair of 1854 705 04 

To amount from Bradford county, per act of Assembly ; . IQO 00 

To amount for boards, &c., sold • • • • • « • •-•..# 100 00 

1,189 74 

CR. 

By redeemed orders , , . . *. $372 74 

Paid premiums for 1853 6 75 

Do. 1854... 287 50 

By uncurrent funds • • . • • 2 00 

668 49 



/ 



Balance in the treasury, February 1, 1855. ...•..•!» ..^.. 530 25 

Amount of premiums — paid and unpaid. 

Amount of premiums awarded at the fair of 1S54 $399 50 

Do. paidon . do. do 287 50 

Balance unpaid premiums of 1854. ; 112 00 

Do. do.* 1853 13 00 

Total unpaid premiums • 125 00 

All of which is respectfully submitted. - ^ 

WILLIAM ELWELL, Treasurer. 
February 5 y 1855. 



CENTRE COUNTY. 

To the President of th$ Pennsylvania State ^Agricultural Society : 

The Centre County Agricultural Society, auxiliary to the Pennsylvania 
State Agricultural Society, presents the following abstract of the proceedings 
of the society for the past year : 

That the society continues in a prosperous condition is shown in the in- 
crease of members, the general attendance usually given to the meetings, and 
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the interest taken in its Welfare and prosperity by the farmers and citizens 
generally of the county. The society has held four quarterly meetings 
during the past year. At these oieetings discussions upon a stated point or 
question in agriculture, horticulture and fruit culture are held, in which mem- 
bers participate, and much useful instruction imparted by the debaters upon 
controverted points in agriculture and its branches. The society numbers 
about 'three hundred members, and held their third annual exhibition at Belle- 
fonte, in the month of October last. This exhibition was highly creditable 
to the society, from the very large display made cf horses, stock generally, 
the products of the field, dairy, and handsome d^gplay of household manufac- 
tures, together with agricultural implements, &c. The society paid out iu 
premiums awarded about $400. The annual election nakes place at Belle- 
fonte, on the fourth Tuesday of January next, for officers for the ensuing year. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

GEORGE BUCHANAN, Secretary. 
ISpeing Mills, December 27, 1854 



^ CHESTER COUNTY. 

West Chester, March 16, 1855. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State .Agricultural Society : 

* 

The second annual exhibition of the Chester County Agricultural Society 
was held in this borough on the 8th arid 9th of September last. 

In the stock department, where we had I'eason to hope for the most eminent 
sucbess, our expectations were more than realized. The display was truly a 
noble dne — cop[iparing favorably with the best exhibitiops of the kind held 
under the auspices of the State Society. 

In the various manufacturing departments, also in fruits, grains, vegetables, 
&c., &c., the display, 1;hough not large, was quite respectable. 

In household productions, the ladies contributed with their accustomed 
good taste and liberality, and made a tempting display of the good things of 
this life. . ■ 

The number of entries of all kinds for competition, reached over seven 
hundred, and. the amount of money awarded in premiums (besides numerous 

4 

diplomias) was fi^ve hundred dollars. 

The society ntimbers at present between seven and eight iiundred mem- 
bers. 

The officers of the society for the current year are : 

President — ^Isaac W. Van Leer. 

Vice PRBsiDBiiTs — Hon. A. R. M'llvaine, John Parker, Gen. George Hart- 
man, Lewis Brinton. 

Recobding SfiCESTASiBS-^J^mes H; BttU, William Torbert Ingran^' 
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Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer — ^J. Lacey Darlington. 

Executive Committee — Paschall Worth, Nathan Walton, Dr. Geo. Thomas, 
Marshall B. Hickman, Thomas R, Trimble, Dr. E. V. Dickey, Dr. Isaac R. 
Walker, Abner Garrett, Lewis P. Hoopes, John H. Kinnard. 

Very truly yours, &c., 

J. LACEY DARLINGTON, Cor. Sec'y. 



CRAWFORD COUNTY. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

I herewith send you a statement of the Crawford County Agricultural So- 
ciety, for the year 1854-, which is the second year of its existence. The first 
fair was got up on a very short notice, and was merely a preliminary effort, 

and very few premiums were pai4. 

# 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditures, 

i 

Balance from 1853 , . $94. 25 

Receipts for year 1854 V. . . . 471 84 

Due from county [ , 100 00 

$%6 09 

Premiums paid and inci4ental expenses for the year 1854.* 380 86 



Balance in treasury, January 1, 1855 285 23 

> « 

Every effort will be made to make the Crawford County Agricultural So- 
ciety, in a few years, compare favorably with any of ouy sister counties in the 
State. 

Very truly yours, &c., 

J. E. PATTON, 

President Crawford County Agricultural Society, 
CoNNEAUTViLLE, February 17, 1855. 



DAUPHIN COUNTY. 

To the President g/" the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society.: 

On hehalf of the Dauphin County Agricultural Society, I submit to you the 
^ following report for the year 1854 : 

The society held its first exhibition at Harrisburg, on the 13th, 14th and 
15th days of September last. The exhibition far exceeded the expectation of 
the most sanguine friends of the society ; and was highly creditable to the 
citizens of Dauphin county. Owing to the liberality, on part of the society. 
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m admitting families without limit to number of persons, upon a ticket of 
membership, the receipts for admission to the fair grounds fell far short of 
Avhat they should have been from the number of persons who visited -the ex- 
hibition, and were less than the actual expenses of the exhibition, premiums 
included. The society was, however, promptly released from this otherwise 
embarrassed condition, by the liberality of the exhibitors who were entitled 
to premiums, most of whom remitted the premiums to which they were 
entitled. 

On the last day of the exhibition John H. Berry bill and David Taggart, 
Esqs., delivered addresses to a large concourse of gentlemen and ladies on 
the fair grounds. 

The gross receipts of the society during the year were $1^617 41 

Expenses, premiums, &c., were • ,, , > 1,515 89 

Balance in treasury « 101 5*2 

Amount of premiums awarded at fair $617 00 

Xumber of members of the society at this time .* 632 

With the printed list of premiums the follownng address by David Mum- 
iiia, Jr., President of the society, was printed and circulated among the citi- 
zens of the county : 

Address to tlie Citizens of Dauphin County. 

The Dauphin County Agricultural Society, relying confidently upon the 
aid and co-operation of the farmers, citizens, and ladies of the county, have 
determined to hold an Agricultural Exhibition at Harrisburg on the 13th, 14th 
and 15th days of September next. To make this exhibition what it should 
be, it will be necessary that all persons should feel a lijvely interest in it. 
Not only the farmer, but the mechanic, the fowl fancier, and the ladies, too, 
must lend a helping hand. Some of the most interesting departments of the 
exhibition can be successful only with the assistance of the latter. 

There are many reasons why Dauphin county should have a well organized 
agricultural society. And the success of the society depends upon the suc- 
cess of this their first exhibition. 

It is now an admitted fact, that these exhibitions tend most efiectually to 
arouse the sleeping energies of the producers, and direct the attention of the 
farming community to the subject of scientific reform, and give a healthy tone 
ta public opinion. It is a fact universally admitted, that agriculture is the 
most ancient, as well as the most honorable, of all human pursuits ; and upon 
examination we find, that in all ages of the worlds it has been the legitimate 
and favorite pursuit of the wise and good, who have both patronized and 
exercised this vocation. Agriculture claims pre*emineiice above manufactures 
and commerce on account of its superior utiUty. It may truly be said, that 
it is the breast from which society derives its nutriment and support. It is 
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the mother of civiJization and" refinement. There is no nation now ex- 
isting, however great and powerful it may be, but owes its origin to this 
source. 

In ancient Egypt, the country from which art, civilization and government 
were first derived, agriculture was the chief employment of the people ; and 
the agricultural class ^'as the first in importance, and the power of the state 
was in their hands. In Rome it occupied that dignified position it will ever 
maintain in a healthy state of public opinion. In the palmy days of her 
splendor and power, it was considered the only honorable and dignified pur- 
suit. Her consuls and dictators were taken from the plough, and the first 
honors of the republic were surrendered without regret, for the congenial 
avocations of rural felicity. So high was it held in public estimation, that 
all cominercial employments were considered unworthy the dignity of free- 
men. 

The moral eflfects resulting from the pursuits of agriculture make it the 
duty of all ^ood members of the community, to do all in their power to en- 
courage and promote its success. There is no pursuit that brings to mind so 
continually the presence of God, as agriculture. The farmer looks upward 
toward the throne of the Most High for the perfection of all his labors. He 
commits his seed to the earth and expects from above the moisture necessary 
for germination. Indeed there is nothing the farmer can do, in the legitimate 
line of his duty, but brings to his mind the visible presence of God. He sees 
the footprints of the great 1 AM in his smiling fields, and acknowledges His 
goodness in His bountiful gifts. He lives, and breathes, and walks, amid the 
manifestations of His goodness and power. 

But agriculture also merits our support on the score of interest. Its inti- 
mate connection with the wants, the comforts and interests of every man ; its 
controlling influence over the mighty commerce of the States, and the rela- 
tion it sustains to the manufacturing and mechanical interests of the country, 
will ever rank it as the most important branch of national labor. It is the 
foundation of our commercial superstructure. It gives employment to our 
shipping, and impels onward the car ot commerce, and is the nursery of every 
industrial pursuit. It is the first in order, the strongest in necessity, and the 
highest in usefulness, of all the multiplied interests of our country. The 
other branches depend upon it, are sustained by it, and without it could not 
exist. 6'uch then is agriculture. Need we say more to induce every citizen 
to lend a helping hand in promoting its success. 'Because notwithstanding' 
« its great importance, it has, in this country, always been most neglected. 

A systematic course of training has ever been considered necessary to pre- 
pare the novitiate to exercise successfully any of the commercial or mechani- 
cal pursuits, while the simplest practical experience has been thought suffi- 
cient to entitle its possessor to the highest wages mBgricultural employment. 
While the manufacturer and mechanic are moving Heaven and earth to im- 
prove the quality of their Mticd, in order to obtain a speedy sate, the agrieul- 
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taralist has been content to follow in the old beaten path, and depend upon 
the seasons and Providence for an abundant crop. But this reproach is rapid- 
ly being wiped away, by the labors of agricultural philanthropists, aided by 
the various agricultural societies that have been formed within the last few 
years. Through their efforts agricultural improvement has been revived as 
it were, and is now advancing with rapid strides. Instead of being considered 
a mere exertion of physical abilities, it is rising to the dignity of a science. In 
many of the states of this Union every county has its agricultural society. In 
Pennsylvania, too, over thirty counties have well organized societies. In nearly 
all of these exhibitions were held last year, all of which were attended \'Mth as- 
tonishing success. To establish the Dauphin county society upon a firm basis, 
the proposed exhibition must be successful. To make it so needs but the will of 
our citizens. We have the ability and the means ; our farmers are as intelli- 
gent and industrious 5 raise as fine horses, cattle, swine, sheep, shanghais, 
fruit, vegetables, &c.; and their wives and daughters are as skillful in pro- 
ducing and preparing the necessaries and luxuries of life, as those of any- 
county in any state of this Union. Our mechanics are as ingenious and in- 
dustrious as those of any other community. To make the exhibition as attrac- 
tive as it should be, the household and floral department should be well filled 
and well arranged. For the success of this we have a sufficient guaranty in 
the industry, taste and intelligence of the ladies of Harrisburg and the county 
generally. 

Let us all then give this subject a proper hold upon our feelings and inter- 
est. Let this interest increase to such an extent, that the holding of agricul- 
tural exhibitions in this county will become as regular and as much a matter 
of course as the return of the seasons. Let these exhibitions be consecrated 
to the great work of agricultural improvement. Let all the people come to 
these annual and joyous festivals, and most happy will be the results to the 
social and pecuniary interests of our county. 

Officers of the Society, 

President — David Mumma. Jr. 
Secretary — J. M. Beck. 
Treasurer — W. L. Trewick. 
Librarian — W. S, Boyer. 

With one Vice Presidejit from each township in the county. All of which 
28 respectfully submitted on behalf of the society, by 

DAVID MUMMA, Jr., 
President of the Dauphin County Agricultural Society. 
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Reports of Committees at the Exhibition of the Daicphin County •Agricultural 

Society, 

HORSES AND MULESr 

I 

The Committee on Horses and Mules very respectfuUy report, tbat they 
have carefully examined all the stock presented for their inspection, and are 
highly gratified in being able to state that a clever number and variety of 
horses came under their notice ; fairly showing that in this departnoent of 
stock our people are alive to improvement. 
In our opinion the best stallion for quick draught was the ''English Clif. 

ton," owned by Mr. J. Reed, Dauphin county, entitled to a pre- 
mium of. . . , • • • • .^ •■ ,.,. $S 00 

Black stallion for saddle, " Red Bird^" owned by Mr. J. Reed, Dau- 

phin, entitled to a premium of « • ., . , 6 00 

Bay stallion, " King William," draught and saddle, owned by Captain 

Henr^ Brightbill, Dauphin county, entitled to a premium of..^. . . . 6 00 
Bay stallion, " Plow Boy," heavy draught, owned by Abner Steever^ 

Dauphin county, entitled to a premium of ....... • 8 00 

Dark brown stallion, " Independence," heavy draught,. owned by L.M. 

French, Dauphin county, entitled to a premium of . . . • 4 00 

Roan stallion, << Canada Roan,"quicV draught, owned byL. M.French, 

Dauphin county, entitled to a premium of •...•••• r 2 00 

Light bay stallion, ** Young Lion," owned by. John Brooks, Dauphin 

county, special premium of , . 2 00 

Dark bay stallion, three years old, ^'Clifton Colt," owned by Samuel 

Huston, Cumberland county, is entitled to a premium of.. ••,.... 5 00 
Two black stallion colts, one year old, Clifton stock, owned by Sanv- 

uel Huston, Cumberland county, entitled to a premium of,. . . • • . . 5 00 
For the best^air of carriage horses the committee award to D. J. 

linger, Harrisburg, a premium of. • • , 5 00 

For the second best pair of carriage horses the committee award, to 

J. Elder, Harrisburg, a premium of. ... • ^^ 3 00 

For the best family horse, "Dick," owned by Hon. A. O. Hiester, 

Dauphin county, the committee award a premium of 5 00 

[This horse was not left on the ground for exhibition, and is not 
entitled to a premium under our rules.] 

For the second best family horse, <* Jack," owned by T. & H. Will- 

son, Harrisburg, the committee award a premium of •...».. 3 00 

[Not entered for exhibition.] 

For the best saddle horse, " Frank," owned by Miss Sarah Ruther- 
ford, Harrisburg, the committee award a premium of • S^ 00 

[Not entered for exhibition.] 



AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 131 

For the second best saddle horse, owned by Dr. £. L. Orth, Harris- 
burg, the committee award a premium of ...,.,., |3 00 

[Not entered for exhibition.] 

For sorrel mare for saddle, owned by F. Swartz, Harrisburg, entered 

by Geo. A. C. Seiler, the committee award a premium of 3 00 

For one pair brown horses, quick draught, owned by H. Clay, Harris- 
burg, the committee award a discretionary premium of ..••••... . 3 00 

For brown horse, '< John,'^ for speed in single driving, owned by Wm, 
Metzgar, Harri'sburg, we award a preimlum of , . . . , • ^ » ..,.,. 5 00 

[Not entered for competition.] 

For family driving horse, owned by John Kiley, Dauphin county, we 

award a discretioaary premium of. •«...... . . . .:., .j.« .»••*..•• • 3 00 

Two handsome bay mares, draught, owned by Major 6. M. Lauman, ' 

Dauphin county, tfie committee award a premium of 8 00 

Bay mare, quick draught, owned by Major G. M. Lauman, Dauphin 

county, the committee award a premium of • . . . . 5 00 

Sorrel mare, "DoUy," quick draught, brood mare, owned by S. T. Jones, 

Jr., flarrisburg, the committee award a premium of • *, 5 00 

One black horse colt, three years old, Clifton stock, owned by Samuel 

Huston, Cumberland county,' we award a premium of. .,....,.., . 3 00 
One chesnut sorrel colt, between three and four years old, owned by 

John Wetzel, Dauphin county, we award a premium of . . ..,.,^ .... 3 00 
One mare colt, black, two years old, Clifton stock, owned by Samuel 

Huston, Cumberland county, we award a premium of 3 00 

One mare colt, roan, two years old, owned by Isaac Mumma, Dau- 

phin county, we award a premium of • • . • . • 3 00 

[Remitted by claimant.] 

One brown mare colt, owned by Qeo. Garberich, Dauphin county, we 

award a discretionary premium of . . . • • • 2 00 

[Refunded.] 

One two years old horse colt, owned by James Wilsqn, Dauphin 

county, we award a premium of ; •#•••.•••• 3 00 

One black mare colt, one year old, owned by E. G. Gray, Dauphin 

county, we award a premium of • , • •• • 3 00 

One pair of mules, ten years old, owned by Robert Bryson, Camber- 
land cotmtj^, we award a premium of. ••.•••.•••• 3 00 

One pair of mules, two years old, owned by Abner Rutherford, we' 

award a premium of , 3 00 

The display of pairs of carriage horses was not as large as we expected, 
from the marked proverbial character of the people df Harrisburg .in regard 
to this valuable and beautiful stock, but have no doubt th«t our future exhibi 
t ions will have a decided improvement. 
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The committee take pleasure in noticing the fact that the Hon. William F. 
Murray, Ha rrisburg, exhibited a fine family horse with great speed, but under 
the regulations was registered too late for competition. 

Mr. Whitby, proprietor of the *' Railroad Circus," appeared in the ring 
with two beautiful mares, perfectly trained, and entertained the audience to 
admiration with their performance. The committee regret that they were 
registered too late for competition. 

Mr. E. Byers presented on the ground and in the ring a formidable array 
of heavy draught horses, each drawing a cart containing one ton of coal. They 
moved with great strength and beauty. 

Col. J. P. Espy appeared in the ring with a very gentle and pleasant ridii)<r 
horse. 

Capt. John Nevin Registered a " Rob Roy" horse, which is no doubt a re- 
Jiable and good animal. He was not brought to the special attention of the 
committee in the ring. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

WM. COLDER, Jr., 
RICHARD FOX, 
GEO. M. LACTMAN, 
WM. R. GORGAS, 
A, J. JONES, 

Committee, 



BLOOD CATTLE. 



The Committee on Blood Cattle respectfully report, that being restrained, 
by their appointment, to the examination of blood cattle, their duties are con- 
fined, to narrow limits, inasmuch as the duty of examining and reporting on 
grade cattle, will devolve on another C9mmittee. We regret that the absence 
of Mr. John Evans, of York, one of the committee, has deprived us of his 
invaluable experience on the subject of our examination and report. 

The display of cattle, although not very large, is highly creditable for the 
first exhibition for the county, showing some of the very finest specimens of 
the pure blood, which will, doubtless, soon difiluse itself throughout the whole 
stock of the country. 

From among those produced, we have awarded 
To George M. Lauman, for the best short horn Durham bull " Rod- 
rick," a premium of • • • • • $8 00 

For the second best to Dr. John Curwen, of the Lunatic Hospital, a 

premium of ....•#- 4 00 

For the best short horn Durham bull calf to George M. Lauman, a 

premium of ,,.,.•.. 2 00 

For the second best ••••...•! •.•.•^ 
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For the best short horn Durham heifer to Gegrge M. Lauman, a pre- 
mium of « « $4f 00 

For the second best to Jacob StoufTer, a premium of •.. 2 00 

For the best Alderney bull to George M. Lauman, a premium of.. • . • 8 00 

For the best Alderney cow to do do ,do 5 00 

For the second best to Dr. John Cufrwen, a premium of 3 00 

For the best Devonshire bull, we have awarded to Christian Eberly, 

of Cumberland county, a premium of 8 00 

For the best Devonshire bull calf, a yearling, to Jacob Hite, a pre- 

mium of • ..•.-• 2 00 

For the best Devon cow to Gjorge M. Lauman, first premium . ....^.^ 5 00 

For second best Devon cow and calf to Jacob Hite, a premium of. . • 3 00 

The committee cannot close their report without making honorable mention 
of the fine display of stock by "Mr. Haldeman, of York county, which, though 
not the recipients of premiums under the rules governing the committee, do 
credit to the taste and judgment of the purchaser. 

They also make honorable mention of a part Alderney bull, exhibited by 
Dr. Curwen, and a part Alderney cow, by A. J. Jones. 

DAVID E. FORTEE, 
ABNER RUTHERFORD, 
ROBERT BRYSON, 
A. O. HIESTER, 

Committee, 



NATIVES OR GRADES. 

The Committee- on Natives or Grades, respectfully report, that they have 
attended to the duty assigned them, and in coming to their decision, have 
given such time and attention, in their examination, as its importance de- 
mands. 

Your committee were much gratified to find so large a number of fine cattle 
on the ground for exhibition. 

The following comprises the list of premiums awarded : 

J. G. Lauch, Swatara, the best bull ......••• $5 00 

George Garverich, Susquehanna, second best • . • • • 3 00 

E.G. Gray, Susquehanna, the best bull under two years ..., 2 00 

F. r. Haehnlen, Susquehanna, the best bull calf. • • 1 00 

Cyrus Gingrich, Derry, best cow and calf. •...•• • « 5 00 

J. Young, Harrisburg, second best cow and calf.. • « . .^.. • 3 00 

E. G. Gray, Susquehanna, best heifer , . . • 2 00 
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Very fine Shanghais were exhibited by Rev. John Winebrenner, Master 
Hummel Kerr, Dr. A. Patterson, Michael Newman, David Harris, Esq., Wm. 
Dock, Esq., Geo. A. Bender, Master Geo. A. Gross, Master Valentine Berg- 
haus, James Gowan, David Witmoyer and James M. Jack. 
Fine games were exhibited by G. W. M'Kee, John Shanklin and W. Till. 
Fine bantams were exhibited by G. W. M'Kee and Mrs. Verbeke. 
Major Brady exhibited a very ^ood pair of musk ducks. 
The display of poultry is large and good, and very creditable for the first 
effort of the Dauphin County Agricultural Society. 

Respectfully submitted. 

A. PATTERSON, 
LEWIS HECK, 
DAVID TAGGART, 
D. W. GROSS, 

Committee. 



AGRICTTLTURAL IMPLEMENTS. 

Class JVb. L 

The Committee on Agricultural Implements, class No. 1, beg leave to make 
the following report : 

After a careful examination of the implements exhibited, they have awarded 
premiums as follows : 

For the best two horse plough, (Proutty & Mears,) Boyer & Brother ex- 
hibitors, a premium of. $4* 00 

For the second best two horse plough, (Eagle,) Boyer & Brother ex- 
hibitors, a premium of # 2 00 

For the best one horse plough, (Savory's Eagle,) Boyer & Brother ex- 
hibitors, a premium of « .• . • 2 00 

For the best cultivator, to Boyer & Brother, a premium of 2 00 

For the best harrow, Boyer & Brother ^ 2 00 

For the second best harrow, E. G. Gray 2 00 

For the best roller, Boyer & Brother ^ . ... • • . • 2 00 

For the best Stibsoil plough, Boyer & Brother 2 00 

All of which is respectfully submitted by 

ROBERT M'CHURCH, 

JOSEPH ELSER, 
DANIEL A. KEPNER, 

Committee. 



Class JVo. 2. 

. The Committee appointed to examine Agricultural Implements, class No. 

2, report the following premiums : 

Best drilling machine, (Pennock's,) entered by Boyer & Brother. • • • $4 00 
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Second best, (Hunt's) entered by Boyer & Brother $2 00 

Best drill for corn, (M' Far lane's,) Boyer & Brother 2 00 

Second best, (Keller's,) Boyer & Brother 1 00 

Best mowing or reaping machine, (William J. Huyett's,) patent self 

sharpening, Boyer & Brother • , 5 00 

Second best, (Maney's,) J. Winebrenner ' 3 00 

Best ox yoke, Boyer & Brother , 1 00 

Best grain cradle, M. P. Dill, Shiremanstown, Cumberland county.. . 2 00 

Best guano and lime spreader, Boyer & Brother *..••• 2 00 

The display of agricultural implements is not very large, but good of the 

kind, and the committee think they have discharged their duty to the best of 

their ability. ^ 

JNO. B. COX, 

A. STURGEON, 

GEO. GARVERICH, 

JOHN HORST, 

Committee. 



Class J^^o* 3. 

The Committee om. Agricultural Implements, class No. 3, after carefully 
attending to the duties imposed upon them, submit the following report, viz : 
Jeremiah F. Smith, Hummelstown, Dauphin county, hand power corn 

sheller, premium.. • ••.... ^ . - $2 00 

To Boy«r & Brother, exhibitors, as follows : 
Pennock's double corn sheller, very highly recommendable. 
Longett's single corn sheller ....... do. •••••.. . .do. 

Yankee straw cutter, No. 6, twenty knives, premium * . • 2 00 

Do. . . .do No. 6, sixteen knrves, highly recommendable. 

Do. .. ...do No. 2, highly recommendable. 

. Nichols' corn and cob crusher and grinder. • 2 00* 

Brown's horse power grist mill 2 00 

Eberly & Co., horse power corn cob breaker. 2 00 

Pennock's clover huUer ^ 2 OQt 

Wm. J. Huyett's corn stock cutter and grinder, horse power.. ...... 2 00 

Potts' corn stock cutter and grinder, horse power, highly recommen- 
dable. 
Hamdea^ftoorn sheller, recommendable. 

KeadiDg''&' horse power corn shelter. ...,,, ♦ ,-• 2 00 

JACOB SHELL, 
JOHN H. FOX, 
WILLIAM REED, 
H. W, HOFFMAN, 
SAMUEL REEL, 

Committee.. 
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Class JVb. 4. 

The Committee on Agricultural Implements, class No. 4, respectfully report, 
that they have carefully examined the several implements submitted for their 
inspection, and award the following premiums : 
To Samuel Hefielfinger, of Cumberland* county, for his revolving 

horse rake, No. 28 $1 00 

To Boyer & Brother, for their vegetable cutter, No 3. 1 00 

Do for their two prong fork, No. 20 1 00 

Do for their Spain churn. No. 4, entered No. 6. . . . 1 00 

Do for their hoe. No. 18, a good article, the com- 
mittee recommend a premium of 50 

Do for manure fork. No. 19 . 1 00 

Do • • .for their reversable steel teeth cultivator. No. 

13. Diploma. 

Do for hay knife. No. 29 Diploma. 

Do for seed drill for root crops, No. 2. $ 1 00 

Do.. for their six prong manure drag. No. 12 50 

Do for iron teeth rake, No. 24. •••••• ...... , • • .Diploma. 

Do for Keller's shaking fork. No. 22 ,. . . •• .Diploma. 

Do.. .for a set of doubletrees. No. 16 ... • $1 00 

Do • .for bee hive. No. 15 , • • • t . .Diploma^ 

Do for patent scythe snathe. No. 17 $ 5Q 

To Michael Wise, of Shiremanstown, for a lot of handrakes, No. 1, 1 00 

To Boyer & Brother, for oscillating churn, No. 5 ..•••.••.•• Diploma. 

To Jacob Mish, for farm and market wagon, Ne. 31 • $1 00 

To Boyer & Brother, for a case of horticultural implements. No. 6. . 1 00 

Do for a chest of. . . .do .do. • • . No. 27, 1 00 

Do. for scoop, No. 2; entered No 4 Diploma. 

The committee also award the premium of eight dollars to Boyer & Brother, 
for the best and most numerous collection of agricultural implements. 

Your committee also feel, that the exertions and energy displayed by Boyer 
ic Brother, to further the interests of the agriculturalist in his many arduous 
duties, are worthy of all praise^ 

JSAMUEL MUMMA, 
JACOD D. HOtFMAN, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, 

Commiitee. 



AGBICULTUBAL PB€)pUCTI0N8. 



The Committee on Agricultural Productions, Tobaeco and Vegetables, have 
given their extensive department a careful and impartial examination, and 
award the following premiums: 
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Best bushel of white wheat, (^eo. M. Lauman. . . • •...• • $1 00 

Best bi^shel white !Vf editerranean wheat, Boyer & Bro. , . . • • 1 00 

Best bushel rye, J. E. Fisler 1 00 

Best bushel barley, same 1 00 

Best bushel gourd-seed com, Jacob Hite. • * ».«^ 1 00 

Best* sample Stowel evergreen corn, Jacob Mish , 1 00 

Best sample tall Oregon corn on stalks, Philip Hoak 1 00 

Best bushel of Mercer potatoes, Henry Clay 1 00 

Best bushel orange potatoes, Benjamin Olwine • 1 00 

Best bushel seedling potatoss, Pennsylvania State Lunatic Hospital, 1 00 

Best bushel sweet potatoes, H. W. Hoffman 1 00 

Best dozen white beets, W. K. Verbeke.. • 1 00 

Best dozen red beets, John Wetzel • 1 00 

Best half dozen acorn pumpkins, H. W. Hoffman •.,.... 1 00 

Best Jersey cashaw, Henry Fortney •••••^ 1 00 

Best egg plants, Pennsylvania State Lunatic Hospital 1 00 

Best peck'onions, John Wetzel •-• • 1 00 

Best dozen carrots, same • • 1 00 

Best dozen cabbage, Wm. Hummel * • • v • ^ ^^ 

Best Boston marrow squash, Jacob Mish . , 1 00 

Best sample of beans, same.. ••••..••• • • • 1 00 

Best basket tomatoes, Jacob Hite • 1 00 

Best sample of ripe peppers, same • 1 00 

Best sample of tobacco, J. R. Eby • ••••••.... 3 00 

Best sample of Valparaiso squash, Daniel Sheesley 1 00 

The committee would respectfully recommend the following discretionary 
premiums : 

Best half dozen cabbage, Frederick P. Haehnlen • $1 00 

Best sample green peppers, H. W. Hoffman •«.... • • 1 00 

Best sample kale, John M. Shock. • • • • 1 00 

Best sample broom corn, do 1 00 

Best sample endive, do - 1 00 

They would also make honorable mention of a prairie sweet pump- 
kin by Master S. M. Oyster. 

WILLIAM J. ROBINSON, 

JONAS MILLER, 
CHRISTIAN EBERLY, 
JOHN WETZEL, 
AARON BOMBAUGH, 

Commiitte. 



FLOmEU 



The Committee on Flour report, that they have awarded premiums as fol* 
lowS|Viz: 
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To C. Eberley, of Cumberland county, the first premium of • # $4 00 

[This lot the committer think will bake the best of any exhibited.] 

To Willson & M'CuUough, of Harrisburg, the second premium of. . 2 00 

[This is a good article, and is clearer of specks than the other, but is 

a little too clammy ; and your committee think will not bake quite as well.] 

T. B. Bryson, of Cumberland county, also exhibited a barrel of good flour, 

but there being but two premiums, your committee could not award one for it. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JACOB STAUFFER, 
LEWIS KIBLER, 
JOHN KONKEL, 

Committ^. 



FLOWERS. 

To the President of the Dauphin County .Agricultural Society : 

Sir: — The Committee on Flowers beg leave respectfully to report, that 
they have attended to the duties assigned them. They regret that the dis- 
play in this branch of the exhibition was not better, both in amount and va- 
riety. They believe, however, that it was not owing to a want of productions 
of this kind, but to a lack of a proper spirit of enterprise in the citizens in 
exhibiting what the committee know they possess of this beautiful and in- 
teresting branch of horticulture. They recommend the award of premiums 
as follows, viz : 

To John Shannon, for the greatest and best variety of flo\fers, a pre- 
mium of. , $3 GO 

To Dr. J. H. Fager, for the greatest variety of camellias, a premium 
. of ,. , 2 00 

To J. A. S. Trullinger, for a lemon and an orimge tree, a premium of 2 00 
To John H. Briggs, for the greutest variety of cut flowers, a premium 

of..: .-, 1 00 

To Miss Clara M'Kinley, for the second best variety of cut flowers, a cer- 
tificate of honorable mention. 

To Sarah A. Black, for a vase of artificial flowers, a certificate of hon- 
orable mention. 

The committee would remark, that they observed several beautiful boquet» 
and growing plants, but not having been entered- for competition, they do not 
consider them as within their cognizance. 

G. H. SMALL, 
JOHN ROBERTS, 
JOHN FAGER, 

Committee^ 
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DAIRY, HONEY AND FRUIT. 

The butter exhibited were beautifal specimens of the dairy, and reflect 
much credit on each of the contributors. Mrs. James Mahon, of Susquehanna 
. township, exhibited five pounds of butter of very fine fiavor and color. This 
butter was made of the cream of one cow, gathered in a spring house, and 
churned in the ordinary way in a barrel churn. Mrs. Daniel Houck, of Sus- 
quehanna township, exhibited three pounds of excellent buttet, remarkable for 
its sweetness of flavor and good color. Mr. Allen, of West Hanover, and 
Henry Lauman, of Upper Swatara, also exhibited specimens of excellent but- 
ter. The committee award the following premiums : 

To |{[rs. Jas. Mahon, for the best five pounds butter, first premium . . $2 00 
To Mrs. Daniel Houck, for second best three pounds of butter, second 

premium ■••••••■•• 1 00 

4 

Peaches, 

r 

Those exhibited were of a very. superior quality, but the variety not large, 
being principally of the large ''Griffith" seedling variety. There were several 
competitors for this peach. Those exhibited by Mr. James B. Thompson, of 
Harrisburg, were the largest and best, many of the specimens weighing four- 
teen ounces, and measuring twelve and a half inches in circumference, and of 
very fine flavor. 

6. M. Lauman, Esq., Dr. C. L. Berghaus, John Shanklin, of Harris, 
burgj and Jacob Reinard, of Susquehanna, exhibited very large and fine 
specimens of the same variety." Geo. W". Harris, Esq., of Harrisburg, ex- 
hibited a basket of rare Ripes of much merit ; Mr. John Wetzel, of Susque- 
hanna, a basket of very (ine large clings of the " Monstrous Pompoon " 
varifety. 

« The committee recommend the following premium : 
To John B. Thompson, Harrisburg, for the largest and best peaches. . . $3 00 

The committee recommend a diploma to each of the following : 

Maj. G. M. Lauman, Dr. C. L. Berghaus, John Shanklin, for fine specimens 
of yellow Griffith seedling peaches. 

To John Wetzel, for specimens of superior clings, of the "Monstrous Pam- 
poou" variety. 

Apples, 

But few exhibited. Mr. Alfred Milleismi, of Upper Swatara, exhibited a 
basket of very large apples of six different varieties ; Jacob Wert, a basket of 
Kambos of very superior quailty 5 Jacob Mish, a lot of "Cadwallader" Pippins 
and Rambos. 

The committee recomnfiend the following premium : 

To Alfred MilIeisen,,for the greatest number and best varieties of 

apples, the premium of » • • • • .« • , •..<•># ••.••#•«.. $3 00 
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They also recommend a diploma to the following : 
To Jacoh Wert, of Susquehanna, for his fine display of Rambos* 
To Jacob Mish, for his excellent ^'Cadwallader" Pippins. 

Pears. 

There were but two contributors of this fruit. Mr. Jno. A. S. TruUinger 
exhibited a basket of very large and luscious pears, the variety not named by 
the contributor, and unknown to the committee. G. W. Harris, Esq., ex- 
hibited a lot of very fine "Bartlet.'' 

The committee recommend the following premiums : 
To J. A. S. TruIKnger, for the best lot of pears exhibited, a premium 

of ^^ $S 00 

To Geo. W. Hairis, a diploma for his very fine *'Bartlet'' pears. 

Quinces, 

Mr. Jacob Mish and Mrs. E. Brenizer, each exhibited a basket of very fine 
quinces. The committee recommend the first premium. 

To Mr. Jacob Mish, for the best quinces. $3 00 

Also, to Mrs. E. Brenizer, a discretionary premium for very fine quin- 
ces, of , 1 00 

Grapes. 

Dr. J. H. Fager exhibited a lot of very fine Catawba grapes; Mrs. Jane 
M'Lellan, and Mr. Adam M'Afee, each a specimen of Isabella grapes, very 
fine ; Mr. Geo. Bergner, white Malaga, and Henry Fortney white German 
wine grape. 

The committee recommend the following premiums : 

To Dr. J . H. Fager, for his Catawba grapes ^^^ .... $3 00 

To each of the above contributors of grapes, a diploma of merit. 

Flums. 

Hon. Wm. Dock exhibited a lot of very fine large yellow plums of the "Gen. 
Hand" and "Egg" varieties ; Miss Hynecka, a basket of very fine "Orleans" 
plums ; and Geo. Bergner a lot of blue plums, names unknown. 

The committee recommend the following premiums : 
To Hon. Wm. Dock, for his very fine plums of "Gen. Hand" and 

<<Egg" varieties, a premium of . « # • $2 00 

To Miss Hynecka, for her fine Orleans plums, a diploma of merit. 

Honey, 

Mr. John Young of Harrisburg, exhibited two boxes of one pound each of 
very fine white pure honey, taken from the bees without destroying them. 
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This honey is very pure and fine. There being none other exhibited^ the eora- 

mittee award him the premium of three dollars for the best honey. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

E. G. GRAY, 

ALFRED W. MILLEISEN, 

JOEL HINCKLEY, 

MICHAEL qOERNER, 

SOLOMON LANDIS, 

Committee, 



\ 

MiSCELLiVKEOirs AND DISCRETIONART PREMIUMS. 
I 

The Committee on Miscellaneous and Discretionary Premiums have decided 
upon the following awards, viz : * 

For one ten-horse power engine, Giliiard Dock $10 00 

For one iron standing press, Gilliard Dock ..••••... .Diploma. 

For U. S. standard weights, Gilliard Dock. • $1 00 

For two church bells, Kelker & Bro • 6 00 

For platform scales, Kelker & Bro. . . • • • , • • .Diploma. 

For one standing press, W. 0. Hickok ••,.•• .Diploma. 

For one cider press, W. O. Hickok • • . . • ..-.^ ...... $3 00 

For two sides of harness leather, J. & J. K. Greenawalt.. , . 1 00 

For half a doz. calf skins, J. & J, K.'Greenawalt .,^.. 1 00 

For one improved Scotch horse collar, J. B. & G. W. Brownsberger, Diploma. 

For one patent harness bridle, J. B. & G. W. Brownsberger $1 00 

For railroad washing machine, Boyer & Bro • Diploma. 

For one set of horse shoes, S. P. Jeffries Diploma. 

For up and down wood saw, H. Hants Diploma. 

For lumber counting machine, W. O. Hickok • • $1 00 

For stave jointer, David Drawbaugh • 1 00 

For boring machine, David Drawbaugh 1 00 

For fancy marble work, John Smith • 3 00 

For Parian marble lamb, H. A. Miller ., . Diploma. 

For pictures, by Mrs. A. B. Carpenter. $1 00 

For miniature ship, Wm. Till • • .Diploma. 

For specimens of penmanship, T. K. White .Diploma. 

For plain and ornamental card writing, T. K. White $1 00 

For shell boxes, L. Weaver. ...;... 1 00 

For specimens of Daguerreotypes, A. B. Tubbs. ..^ 3 00 

For specimens of Daguerreotypes, A. C. Smith 2 00 

For specimens of Daguerreotypes, M'Clees & Germon Diploma. 

For specimens of Chrystalotypes, M'Clees & Germon. $3 00 

For specimens of water color painting, Mrs. J. F. Mesick ^ • 1 00 

For specimens of card writing, Mrs. L. M. Lawrence .«...•. .Diploma. 

For oil paintings, David Lingle , $2 00 
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FAYETTE COUNTY. 

Fayette County, February 24*, 1855. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The Fayette County Agricultural Society is now in a more flourishing* con- 
dition than it has yet been. From the increased interest felt in its success, 
and in its annual fairs, there is just reason to believe it will continue pros- 
perous. The progress we are making can be better illustrated by a brief 
report of our last county fair. Our recent annual fair was held on the farm 
of Eli Cope, one and a quarter miles east of Brownsville. The grounds are 
handsomely located on the National road and near the Monongahela river. 
The lot is enclosed with a gopd tight board fence, and also well provided with 
stalls for stock and other necessary fixtures for the use and accommodation 
of exhibitors and spectators. Notwithstanding we have went to considerable 
expense, we have managed to regularly increase the amount of premiums 
offered and paid each year, and yet have a surplus annually in the treasury. 
The attendance of visitors has always been very large, embracing every avoca- 
tion and profession. The number of entries has always been very large. 
The general condition of agriculture is on the increase. The spirit of im- 
provement is quite manifest in every department, there being an inquiry for 
better cattle, sheep, horses and hogs 5 better seeds and better farm imple- 
ments. The stock of cattle are mostly native, but they are fast giving way 
to the large and fine Durham. 

Horses, 

We are now experimenting with the Morgan. They are considered fine 
for riding or driving, but some think too light for heavy hauling. 

Sheep. 

The French sheep, with their various crosses, are becoming quite numerous 
and very popular on account of their great size and large fleeces of fine wool ; 
the Spanish, with their crosses, are quite numerous and much liked ; the 
Saxons have had their day with us and their is a strong prejudice against 
them ; the Cotswold, Southdown and other coarse woolled sheep have some 
advocates on account of their mutton qualities abroad ,' the Silician have but 
few friends and fewer advocates on account of their near resemblance to the 
Saxons. 

Hogs, 

We have few distinct breeds of hogs, except the Suffolk, which is very 
popular, and will soon be seen throughout our county. 
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Fruit, 

A great improvement ia-the quality of fruit grown is manifested ; we now 
see fine, large and luscious fruit instead of the little knotty and sour things 
of a few years since. 

Officers. 

President — John S. Goe, Jefferson township. 

Vice PRESiDiiNTs — William L. Lofferty, J. S. Krepps, J. G. Maple, all of 
Brownsville. 

Eecording Secretary — William C. Johnson, Redstone township. 

Corresponding Secretary — A. H. Shaw, Brownsville. 

Treasurer — D. Dayermon, Jefferson township. 

Managers — U. Hickenbothen, Luzerne township, William Miller, Jr., 
Luzerne township, H. Gades, Menallen township, W. Y. Koberts, Luzerne 
township, Eli Cope, Redstone township, T. C. Ternen, Brownsville, S. Brown, 
Jefferson township, William G. Patterson, Jefferson township, William Wag- 
goner, Redstone. 

Very respectfully yours, &;c., 

JOHN S. GOE, Pres-ident. 



HUNTINGDON COUNTY. 

Stover's Place, Huntingdon County, March 7, 1855, 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society .* 

I can only express my regret, that " our society is yet in a state of emhryo, 
or nearly so, but we hope that in future we will be able to make annual reports 
which will be creditable to our county. 

But at present I can only report, that our first meeting for the purpose of 
forming ah agricultural society, was held in Huntingdon in November last. 
Our last and only subsequent meeting was held on the 9th day of last January, 
when the Huntingdon County Agricultural Society was organized by electing 
the undersigned. President ; J. S. Barr, of Huntingdon, and John S. Isett, 
of Spruce Creek, Recording Secretaries 5 Dr. John Gemmell, of Alexandria, 
Corresponding Secretary; Hon. James G win, of Huntingdon, Treasurer, and 
Thomas H. Cromer, Esq., Librarian, 
Very respectfully yours,' 

JONATHAN M'WILLIAMS, President. 



t 
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JUNIATA COUNTY. 



To the PreBident of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The society, after making due allowance for those that have died or re- 
moved fron) the county, numbers about two hundred and thirty members. 

Our annual fair for 1854 was held at Perrysville, in said county, on the 
11th, 12th and 13th days of October, and was very well attended. Owing to 
the great drought of the season the exhibition of the agricultural products of 
the county was not so good as the previous year 5 still it was respectable, 
and evinced a degree of perseverance, on the part of the agriculturalists, that 
was commendable. The display of stock, poultry, &c., was very fine 5 so 
also of agricultural implements, &c. The amount of funds realized by the 
society from the fair and other sources, for the year, was ^ve hundred and 
eighty-one dollars. The amount of premiums awarded by the several appro- 
priate committees, at the fair, was about two hundred and sixty dollars. 
These premiums have all been paid out of the funds of the society received 
for the year, and the balance of said fund has been fully exhausted in the 
payment of the necessary expenses of the society — so that you will perceive 
that it is with our society as it is with many individuals, just about able to 
make the two ends of the year meet. 

At the annual meeting of the society, held at the court house in MifHintown, 
on the 6th of last month, an election for officers of the society for the ensuing 
year was gone into, according to the requirements of our constitution, and 
resulted in the election of Joseph Pomroy, Esq., as President 5 James Ander- 
son, William Banks, J. H. M'Allister, Jacob Koons, William O'Kesan, John 
Woodside, Samuel M. Adams, Daniel Westfall and David Cassel, as Vice 
Presidents 5 Jacob A. Christy, as Treasurer and Secretary; E. L. Jameson, 
Corresponding Secretary ; and Jerome N. Thompson, John Jacobs, Samuel 
Brown, E. P. Thompson, William Starrett, Joseph Rothrock and Gen. Wil- 
liam Bell. 

Eespectfully yours, &c., 

J. A. CHRISTY, Secretary. 
MiFFLiJ!«TOWN, March 5, 1855. 



LANCASTER COUNTY. 

Near New Providence, Lancaster Co., 

February 24, 1855. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

Dear Sir: — ^In compliance with the act of incorporation of the Pennsyl- 
vania State Agricultural Society, I forward to you the enclosed abstract of 
the proceedings of the Lancaster County Agricultural Society during the pre- 
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ceding year. During the period referred to, the Lancaster County Agricul- 
tural Society held their first agricultural exhibition at Columbia. The time 
at first fixed upon for holding the exhibition was the 13th, 14th and 15th of 
k^eptember ; but in consequence of the cholera breaking out with great vio- 
lence at that place, a few days previous to the above dates, the exhibition was 
postponed until the 18th of the succeeding month, (October.) This postpone- 
ment interfered materially with the arrangements of many that had con- 
templated attending the exhibition. And, notwithstanding all traces of the 
disease had disappeared, and the town being as healthy as usual at the time 
of holding the exhibition, rumors and reports of a contrary character prevailed 
throughout the county, and hundreds were deterred from participating either 
as contributors or spectators, from their apprehension of danger in visiting a 
place that had recently been so severely afflicted. Owing to these circum- 
stances the exhibition was not so well attended as the intelligence, enterprise 
and dense population of the county had induced the managers to expect. 

The display of horses was very fine, and the competition spirited. The 
animals for which premiums were awarded, were worthy of the distinction 
accorded to them ; whilst others, by the judges considered inferior, were so 
nearly equal to the best as to leave but a shade of difiference between them, 
and that slight difference, by some, decided to be in favor of the latter. 

In other stock the exhibition was rather limited, and though some of the 
animals exhibited were of superior quality, there was not so much competi- 
tion as would have been desirable, nor so large a display as the county of 
Lancaster ought to have presented. In agricultural implements, machinery 
and inventions of various kinds, the exhibition was quite respectable and 
highly gratifying to those in attendance ^ and specimens of various mechanic 
arts, reflected credit on the workmen, and will, no doubt, redound to their 
advantage. , 

The vegetable and floral department was also well supplied, fully attesting 
the skill and industry of those whose attention was directed in that line. The 
display of poultry was ample and interesting, aflording high gratification to 
those who indulge a fancy for the various kinds of poultry lately introduced 
in this county. But it was in articles of household and domestic manufac- 
ture that the exhibition appeared to the best advantage. The display of use- 
ful, ornamental and fancy needle-work, and of various kinds of preserves and 
jellies, was highly creditable to the ladies of Columbia and the immediate 
vicinity, they being the principal contributors ; there being but few ladies 
from other parts of the county that manifested any interest in the subject. 

The competition for field crops was very limited, owing probably, in addi- 

« 

lion to the reasons above suggested, to the fact that the premiums were not 
published until after harvest, and farmers not having their attention directed 
«to the subject, had not taken the precaution to have their ground accurately 
measured, and the produce thereof kept and threshed separately, so as to 
ascertain the exact yield j and the latter part of the season being unusually 
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dry, the corn crop fell far short of the usual average, so that the best com 
was not much superior to an ordinary crop, and farmers seemed unwilling- to 
enter the list of competition with a yield, that, in favorable seasons, would be 
obtained by numbers of their neighbors. Miss Catharine Yeates, of Lancas- 
ter city, received a premium of five dollars for a yield of thirty bushels to the 
acre, on two acres of wheat. This was a good crop, and being the only one 
offered. Miss Yeates was fairly entitled to the premium, though under favora- 
ble circumstances, on our good wheat lands, in this county, a larger crop is 
not unfrequently obtained under the ordinary mode of cultivation. 

To Jacob B. Shuman, of Manor township, was awarded a premium of ten 
dollars for a crop of seventy-five bushels to the acre, on five acres of corn. 
There being no other corn crop offered, there was no hesitation in awarding 
the premium to Mr. Shuman, though the managers are fully satisfied that in 
favorable seasons, eighty bushels to the acre is frequently obtained on good 
land in this county, without any extraordinary effort. Mr. Shuman himself 
thinks, that if the season had been good, he would have had a yield of one 
hundred bushels to the acre. 

Mr. Shuman submitted a statement of his mode of cultivation, which I 
regret that I have not in my possession to forward you a copy, but it did not 
vary much from that practiced by most of the good farmers in this county. 
The ground was ploughed in the fall to the depth of eight or nine inches, 
turning in a heavy crop of clover. In the spring, before planting, it was well 
pulverized by using a large cultivator. Whilst the crop was growing the 
ground was kept loose and clear of grass and weeds by the use of the small 
cultivator, and, I think, received one dressing with the plough. , Enclosed I 
send you a list of the other premiums awarded at our exhibition. 

Very respectfully yours, 

JOHN STROHM, President. 
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Horses and Mules, 

David Styre, best filly, heavy draught. . . .,. • $6 00 

David Styre, b^st brood mare. , , 12 00 

J. M. Strickler, best colt, one and a half years old 4 00 

Thomas Moderwell, best heavy draught colt 12 00 

Jacob Rohrer, best stallion, two and a half years old, heavy draught 6 00 

Robert Duncan, stallion, two years old, heavy draught 4 00 

Jacob Stauffer, best stallion, four years old, heavy draught 8 00 

£. F. Hoover, brood mare 8 00 

John Stehman, best pair of mules • « ....«.•. 8 00 

D. Peart, best team of mules.. . . . * , .-^.-, • 8 00 
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James MuHreonj second best team of mules , . . . $4* 00 

T. S. Richardsj best ladies' saddle mare ^, .. ._,-•• .... 3 00 

T. S. Richards, best match horses , • • . • . . • 8 00 

James Mullison, best mare, quick draught , , ,.,.,.» 12 00 

Thomas Himes, best pair mules, two and a half years old • • , 4 00 

Thomas Himes, best light saddle horse • . . . . 3 00 

Gen. D. Miller, Philadelphia, blood family horse. ..»...*,.•..».,-. 5 00 

Jacob Garber, begt family mare , , ...., .•••••,.• , , 5 00 

A. K. Kohrer, secoiid best carriage horse ••»...••.•• 5 00 

Cattle. 

D. Peart, best Durham bull, two and a half years old 4 00 

Mrs. Brown, best Durham cow 8 00 

Mrs. Brown, best Devonshire cow , . , , • 8 00 

Asa Louden, second best, two Durham cows , • . . ♦ • 4 00 

Asa Louden, one bull, (discretionary). . , , . . , 2 00 

C. B . Herr, two steers , , , ^ . ..,.,» 5 00 

Asa Louden, Durham cow and calf , , 5 00 

Asa Louden, .calf, six months old , 1 00 

Sheep, 

Jos. Schock, best Southdown buck • ^^^ 5 00 

Jos. Schock, beet ewe Diploma. 

Cyrus Miller, second best buck $3 00 

Cyrus Miller, ewe, cross 2 00 

Miss C. Yates, best ram . . • • Diploma. 

Swine, 

John Stehman, best boar, over one year old . , , $5 00 

Cyrus Miller, best boar, over six months and under one year old. . . . 5 00 

Cyrus Miller, five best pigs, five weeks old.. . , . ,..—..-, ^ , ...^^ . , • •^^ 4 00 

Augustus Pelan, best fat hog.. , •••...*.•....,,. ♦.,., 5 :00 

Oliver Paxton, second best 3 00 

Poultry. 

Jonathan Dorwart, best Shanghai fowle.. ...* ^ 2 00 

Jonathan Dorvi^rt, best Poland fowls •,♦••• 2 00 

Albertus Welsh, best Black Spanish. . • • ♦.,., 2 00 

Albertus Welsh, best Chittagongs ...., 2 00 

Mrs. Brown, best Bantum^ . . ;.,•..,...,.... ^. . ,., 2 00 

J. Dorwart, best lot of poultry ...;...-. . ,. ., ....•••.••• 4 00 

A. Welsh, largest collection of fowls ....^.« , . , ,.,., .,...,.,. ^ 4 00 

J. Dorwart; best -pair of turkeys. .... , , •...•,...• 1 00 

A. Wcdfihi tent Mnwovy ducks. ^ ..K« .•••..•^. ..»,.. .•...«,« 1 00 
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J. M. Summy, best variety quinces « < $2 00 

Mrs. Dickey J best collection grapes 2 00 

J. M. Summy, second best .*..••... 1 00 

Jobn Sammy, best home*made wine. . , , «••».• 2 00 

Mrs. J. L. Wright, second best. 1 00 

. . Flowers, 

Miss M. O. Garber, best collection dahlias. , , ».,. 2 00 

Jos. Youdell, gardener for Mifflin & Houston, best collection of roses 2 00 

Jos. Youdell, best collection of verbenas , , » . 2 00 

Jos. Youdell, best collection of green house plants ♦ • .—• • 2 00 

John Zimmerman, green house plants, discretionary 2 00 

Miss Isabslla A. Slaymaker, best basket flowers.. 1 00 

Stoves. 

s 

Cottrell & Diller, best cook stove, for coal, the " Morning Star ", . • . 3 00 

H. Pfahler, second best, " William Penn " 2 00 

Cottrell & Diller, best wood cook stove, «' Girard " 3 00 

H. Pfahler, cook stove, wood, Philadelphia 2 00 

Cottrell & Diller, best cooking ranges , , . . • 3 00 

H. Pfahler, best ornamental parlor stove, " Diadem ". . ^. • » 3 00 

J. D. Schall, best hall stove 2 00 

H. Pfahler, best hollow ware 2 00 

Fancy, 

Miss Entriken, best embroidery • • • 2 00 

Miss Harriet Patton, second best 1 00 

Mrs. James Vaughen, best worsted work. • 2 00 

Mrs. Edwin Haldeman, second best ...••• «»,»^«. 1 00 

Unennmerated Articles, 

A. K. Bowers & Co., best turned bed-posts, diploma and 1 00 

Davis & Forney, lot of brass cocks , , 1 00 

P. F. Fry, best lot of glassware. ^ • 2 00 

Eeeves, Buck & Co., Safe Harbor, best assortment of iron Diploma. 

B. F. Spangler, case of books and fancy *articles, diploma and 1 00 

Philip Shreiner, judical clock and watch tools 2 00 

A. K. Bowers & Co., hive and bees • • . •• • 1 00 

J. W. Fisher, twosewing machines • • . .....-• • • • • .Diploma. 

G. W. Beitzel, steam wash btriler. $2 00 

Dr. W. M. Long, case of dentistry ., • 1 00 

John Sfacnbcrger. . * . .^. • . . . . ^ Diploma. 

John Shultz, sausage butter -• • • « • • • • « —-^^^ . . • .Diploma. 
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J. F. Spangler, one churn.. Diploma. 

A. M. Spangler, atmospheric barrel churn. . . ; , $1 00 

J. C. Pfahler, harness and fly nets, diploma and 1 00 

Grover, Baker &• Co., sewing machine Diploma. 

A. Underwood, harness, diploma and .,...• , $1 00 

H. Pfahler, flat iron heater and coal stove , , ..,- Diploma. 

Jacob D. Schall, parlor stove, diploma and •- $3 00 

John M. Stauffer, patent farm gate, diploma and 1 00 

Harriet Summy, cocoon silk , 2 00 

Harriet Summy, raw silk, diploma and .4 ....... . 1 00 

Mrs. Lowry, best quince preserves , 1 00 

Mrs. Peart, best preserved water-melon, diploma and • t . , . 1 00 

Mrs. John L. Wright, best preserved peaches ., 1 00 

Miss Evans, best apple jelly , , , 1 00 

Mrs. Peart, best spiced quinces ; 1 00 

James Cross, best fancy hair work .,..., Diploma. 

Mrs. Brown, best home made carpet $3 00 

Mrs. Myers, second best home made carpet 1 00 

Mrs. Fanny Shuman, best silk quilt • 2 00 

David Lankford, second best silk quilt , 1 00 

Mrs. John L. Wright, best home made blankets 2 00 

Mrs. J. P. Stehman, best counterpane 2 00 

Mrs. J. P. Stehman, best bureau cover , , 1 00 

Mrs. Harnley, best patch quilt -.-^•. ..-• 2 00 

Catharine Moderwell, second best quilt 1 00 

Mrs. C. Green, home made table linen ^ . , 2 00 

Mrs. Anna R. Uhler, second best table linen 1 00 

Mrs, Susan W. Pownall, best starch •-.•••, 1 00 

Mary Green, best home made stockings , . . . •... , . 1 00 

Anna Peart, worsted work .JDiploma. 

Mrs. Shrceder, ladies' shoes, diploma and •.......• $3 00 

Dr. J. Keller, largest assortment surgical instruments, seeds, &;c., di- 
ploma and ....•.« 2 00 

Wm. Brady, two boxes superior finished edge tools .Diploma. 

Henry Myers, duck gun, made by his father ,.., . . . ,.,-, $1 00 

Lewis Tredenick, case superior hats, highly finished ,^^ Diploma. 

Christian Focht, two dressed sheepskins ..».•-• $1 00 

G. W. Beitzel, bell hanging, &;c. . . . • .Diploma. 

Miss Josephine Hamilton, worsted work, reception chairs Diploma. 

Miss Letitia Caldwell, one boquet of flowers ..,_,.. Diploma'. 

Miss Rebecca Pfahler, one hpquet - .Diploma. 

Miss Rebecca Welshans, one boquet * Diploma. 

Agustine Mayberry, improved mangle .^.^^ Diploma. 

L. S. Garber «.. .^« ..•...••• • • , . ••..Diploma. 
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John Bliss, improved horse shoes • • . . . ,. $1 00 

W. F. Shetter, best hames 2 00 

Cohn ^& Gross, best hydraulic ram, diploma and 2 00 

J. C. Pfahler,best lot saddles, diploma and ...^^ 5 00 

J. C. Pf abler, group of sixty-two portraits on one plate, taken by J. 

B. Williams, of York — Diploma. 



Lancaster, January 13, 1852. 

Dear Sir : — By unanimous vote of the Lancaster County Agricultural So- 
ciety, we have been instructed lo request a copy for publication of your able, 
practical and useful address, this day delivered. In obeying the instructions 
of the society, we can, with perfect truth, assure you that the request which 
we now make is not a mere compliment to you, but that your compliance will 
be the means of spreading before our farming community a mass of informa- 
tion which, we believe, will be at once pleasing and profitable to them. 

Very respectfully, your friends, 

ABRAHAM KAUPFMAN, 
JAMES EVANS, 
THUS. H. BURROWES. 
James Gowen, Esq. 



January ]4«, 1852. 
Gentlemen : — The motive that urges you to ask for the publication of the 
address, was the same that induced me to deliver it, and I therefore most 
cheerfully comply with your request. Permit me to add, that it will afiTord 
me the liveliest gratification should your laudable intention be properly appre- 
ciated, and your anticipations of usefulness be fully realized, through its 
reception by " our farming community." 

With great respect, 

I am, gentlemen, 

' Your obedient servant, 

JAMES GOWEN. 
Abraham Kaufllnan, James Evans, Thos. H. Burrowes, Esqrs. 



ADDfiESS. 

Mr, President, and gentlemen of the Lancaster County Jlgricultural So- 
ciety : — Had I been called upon to address an assemblage of citizens of Lan- 
caster upon any subject other than one falling within the purview of your 
society, I should, from conscious inability, have shrunk from the performance 
of a task that could not fail, if attempted, to place me in a position of great 
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embarrassment — an embarrassment not to be overcome by any resolution f 
could summon ta sustain me, under the pervading sense of my insufficiency 
to even measurably acquit myself before so enlightened an audience as 
Lancaster can, on all occasions, present to the .apprehension of one ac- 
quainted, as I am, with the character of its citizens. Nay, even on the subject 
of agriculture, I cannot but distrust my competency to fulfil the expectations 
naturally suggested by the call you did me the honor to make upon me, 
inferring as 1 may, the estimate you put upon my j^vices, from the standard 
of your own reputed excellence in the theory and practice of agriculture. 

Yet notwithstanding these apprehensions, I shall, with due deference and to 
the best of my abilities, attempt to improve this occasion, the first anniversary 
of your society, by adverting to .the expediency of agricultural societies, the 
characteristics proper for membership in view of usefulness, the apathetic 
condition of farmers, and the means best calculated to enlist their sympathies 
in behalf of improvement, subjoining some brief remarks upon the practice 
of farming. 

The advantages of agricultural societies have, from experience and observa- 
tion, been impressed upon my mind for a series of years. Wheresoever 1 
sojourned in Pennsylvania, and with whomsoever I conversed, capable of 
properly appreciating the expediency of establishing them throughout the 
State, my influence was directed to that object. These societies I considered 
not only as necessary to the improvement of the husbandry of the localities 
where they might be formed, but to further the grand object of a State agri- 
cultural society, embracing and commanding the combined talent and expe- 
rience of the county associations, and capable of diffusing a spirit of improve- 
ment in culture and husbandry, throughout the whole length and breadth of 
the Commonwealth. The effect of such an organization I believed would be, 
primarily, to increase the products of the soil and to elevate the character of 
the husbandman ; and, secondly, to be a means of improving the financial 
concerns of the State, by enabling the tax payers, the farmers, to bear their 
burdens with greater ease and convenience, from increase of profits, growing 
out of a condition of improved practice in farming — which improvement, in 
my mind, could only be effected by a combined effort, through the medium 
of a State society. The impulse thus to be given, would tend to bring under 
profitable culture the waste or neglected lands, to the advantage of their 
owners as well as the public — enhance their value to a highfold state — capaci- 
tate them to proportionate taxation, and, by this means, diminish the rate to 
the payers on old improved lands, by reason of the addition of the newly- 
improved lands being subjected to taxation on an increased value. This in- 
crease, and increasing operation of the material to be taxed, while it lessen? 
the rate, by dividing individual burden, seemed to me the safest and surest 
basis of revenue to be relied upon by the Commonwealth for the extinguish- 
ment of its debt, compatible with progressive prosperity to all the industrial 
classes. 
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In contemplating the benefits to accrue from a combined effort in favor of 
agriculture, and the means by which it could be effected, the wealth and influ- 
ence of Lancaster county, so proverbial at all times, could not fail to lead me 
to regard its moving in the cause as essential to success. Hitherto, *' The 
Philadelphia Agricultural Society for Promoting Agriculture'' had labored 
singly and alone in the work; and having its shoulder at the agricultural 
wheel, could, with a good grace, call upon others for help to move it from 
the rut of apathy in which it had so long been imbedded. That call was 
graciously responded to by almost every county in the State, and by nqne 
more cordially than Lancaster. Her broad shoulders were put with a will to 
the machine, which was soon seen to move and roll onward to Harrisburg, the 
centre of the State, where last January it was dedicated to the work of agri- 
cultural progress. Your share, gentlemen, in this achievement, was in every 
respect worthy of your noble county ; and your society, which I now have 
the honor to address, exhibits a striking evidence of the determination of 
Lancaster to persevere in the great undertaking, and furnishes a guarantee 
that so far as it depends upon her, the work of progress will be carried on 
with zeal and fidelity. 1 repeat, that I ever thought that no State agricultural 
society could be effected, until Lancaster moved in the matter ; and it is equally 
clear to my convictions, that, so far as Eastern Pennsylvania is concerned, the 
State society must languish unless Lancaster, through its agricultural society, 
lends to it the commanding influence of its name and energies. This must 
be conceded, I think, by all who are conversant with her position and charac- 
ter as a farming district. The relation she bears to York, Cumberland, Dau- 
phin and Berks, through associations of maternity and filial regard, cannot 
but render her action of the utmost importance. Her supinenees hitherto, 
was held by many, in other sections, as excuse for holding back, while she 
stood still. This was cause of regret to several of her own cherished citi- 
zens, among them the venerated Redmond Conyngham, who corresponded 
with me, and who has been translated from an earthly* to a heavenly Para- 
dise, to receive the reward of his many virtues. If he were living, how it 
would rejoice him to witness the scene in which we are now permitted 
to participate. He, with many of his venerable cotemporaries, has been 
gathered to the great Harvest Home where we all must be garnered ; but Lan- 
caster still, as ever, abounds with laborers capable of carrying on the good 
work. • Any county of the State may be challenged to present a greater array 
of gifted minds than Lancaster can point to among her citizens — men capable 
of filling every station in which talent, patriotism, and sterling worth are 
deemed prerequisites. Surely, then, it will not be asking too much of them, 
to lend the influence of their names to the cause in which we are embarked. 
Most of them have been brought up on farms, or have in youth mingled in 
the scenes of rural life, and it cannot be but their youthful recollections, as 
well as a just appreciation of the labors of the husbandman, will incline them 

*His residence was in Paradise, Lancaster county. 
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to join with ydu in redeeming the time, and in placing the agriculture of 
your county in fact^ where it ever was supposed to be, in the first rank» And 
here permit me to say, that so far as regards the prosperity of your society, 
and the advancement of the interests it was instituted to promote, it should 
be your aim to invoke the aid and countenance of such men. I allude to 
gentlemen of the learned professions, and other intelligent and influential 
citizens, not specially engaged in farming. 

The great body of farmers, those whose sphere of action is circumscribed 
withia the limits of the fields they cultivate, however naturally strong in good 
sense and understanding, are, from their habits of quiet and seclusion, averse 
to placing themselves in stations, even in an agricultural society, which might 
demand the exhibition of capabilities commensurate with the duties of the 
places their associates would gladly see them fill. Hence, if the founding and 
conducting a society w^ere to depend upon the farmers themselves, few agri- 
cultural societies would be formed or carried on with the zeal, tact and en- 
ergy necessary to their progress and usefulness ; and this must be apparent to 
every observer who has had the opportunity of acquainting himself with the 
retiring habits of the tillers of the soil. Therefore, it is not only expedient 
but indispensable to the advancement of the cause, that agricultural societies 
should rank among their members men respectable and distinguished of what- 
ever profession. It needs no argument to demonstrate the advantages to be 
derived from the co-operation of such men. 

To illustrate, however, the benefits that have been conferred upon agricul* 
ture by the labors of professional gentlemen, I need but refer to the Philadel- 
phia society, and its successful career through a period of nearly seventy 
years. Its presiding: officers, for the greater part of that time, were the dis- 
tinguished and talented Judge Peters and Nicholas Biddle 5 and I may safely 
say, that it was owing to their labors and influences, with other respectable 
citizens not farmers, that gave to that agricultural society such a celebrity. To 
this day it exhibits on its list of members individuals of the medical and legal 
professions, and of the commercial community, who prove themselves %ealous 
and useful members. It should, however, be remarked, that the great bulk of 
the society at all times, was made up of those owning and living upon farms. 

The aid rendered by literary and professional men in carrying out the de- 
sign of the society, was not the only benefit growing out of the associating of 
characters so apparently opposite in their habits and manners as the rustic 
and the polished gentleman, by no means. A community of feeling as well as 
of interest sprung up between them, through the medium of the intercourse 
established at the meetings of the society, held for a special purpose — " the pro- 
moting of agriculture." The reciprocal advantages to both classes were soon 
strikingly manifest. The hand that held the plough no longer despised the 
hand that held the pen, since it began to perceive that it was not so idle nor 
so UKeless a hand as had been supposed. The cultivator of the soil and chop- 
per of wood began to think the cultivator of speech and chopper of logic not 
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so contemptible as he had imagined, since he had so frequently heard him 
explain, with force and fidelity, principles which he himself understood and 
maintained, but could not commend or establish, from having thought the 
faculty of speech not worth cultivating. He was sorry to think, that while 
he kept every implement on the farm bright and in good condition, using 
them freely when occasion required, he had neglected one implement, the 
tongue, it having been considered of little service upon the farm, and there- 
fore suffered to rust for want of use. On the other hand, the man of tact and 
talent discovered, that though his taciturn fellow member was not fluent in 
speech, yet he said much in a few words, and frequently with grace deferred 
to him, as when his unpracticed adversary maintained an opposite opinion, 
founded in experience and good judgment. Moreover, the man of polish and 
learning could not but perceive, perhaps, that if the burnishing bestowed on 
him hai been given to his sturdy though unassuming opponent, he would 
have developed a brighter and deeper lustre than that which he himself 
reflected 5 and that thoujgh the farmer -might be deficient in head, according to 
the "cute go ahead principle," yet that deficiency was atoned for in the 
largeness and goodness of the heart that God had implanted in his bosom, 
and which had never been permitted to rust, but was ever active in the works 
of true benevolence and genuine hospitality, and in the exercise of the b^st 
sympathies of our nature, intuitively kept in play by its own generous dispo- 
sition. 

The seemingly dissimilar points of character of these respective classes 
gradually became modified through contact and association, and inspired con- 
fidence in each other, while* every joint effort to promote the cause for which 
they had associated, imbued all with a better understanding of the principles 
of rural economy — making of one, amateur agriculturists— of the other, 
enlightened practical farmers — each class contributing, in their repective 
spheres, to the advancement of the theory and practice of agriculture. This 
conventional feeling led to individual intimacy, highly beneficial to their im- 
provement. The professional or mercantile gentleman would make visits to 
the dwellings of his fellow members, the farmers, where he was received 
witn kindness and becom*ing hospitality. Here the love of rural pursuits, 
imbibed at the meetings of the society, was heightened by all he saw around 
him. The un^etending commodious farm house — the noble barn — ^thie well 
kegt garden — the ample orchard — the shady trees — the beautiful {neadow — 
the finely cultivated fields — the rich pastures, with the sheep and cattle, could 
not but call forth the oft-repeated expression, that "God made the country and 
man the city," and lead him to contrast the peaceful scene before him with 
the bustle, din, and dust of the thronged mart, from which he had escaped to 
breathe, but for a short space, a purer atmosphere ; and to determine, when- 
ever fitting opportunity occurred, to quit the city, with all its conventional 
rules and artificial modes, to spend the remainder of his days in the enjoy- 
ment of the quiet and simple habits of country life. And thus have many 
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wealthy and influential citizens been merged in the great family of agricul- 
turists, adding weight, character, and influence to the profession. The taste, 

If 

enterprise, and public spirit of these gentlemen, led to making large outlays 
in improving land, experimenting in culture, erecting fine buildings, ornament- 
ing grounds, importing choice breeds of cattle, sheep and swine, and patroniz- 
ing agricultural journals. These investments inured more to the benefit of 
the country than to the individuals by whom they were made, and were 
mainly undertaken in the spirit of a lofty and generous patriotism. The man 
most entitled to praise, in this connection, in Pennsylvania, is John Hare 
Powell. Had his efl!brts been properly appreciated, and his example followed 
in the selection and breeding of cattle, it would have added to the value of 
the liye stock, beef, and dairy products of the State, some millions of dollars 
annually. 

The illustration, so feebly sketched as it has been, in reference to the bene- 
iits accruing to the cause, through an union of individuals of diflerent call- 
ings and professions, will serve, however, I trust, to show the propriety of 
some effort on the part of those who think the promoting of agriculture com- 
mendable, and whose tastes, talents and patriotism fit them for the work. 

In view of the great necessity for such combination, it is only necessary to 
glance at the condition of the working farmer, and the impediments that 
naturally prevent him from devising or pushing forward any plan promotive 
of increase of profit with less toil, or the elevation of his obscure and humble 
Yocation 5 for be it remembered, however poetry may gild or iiivest his calling 
with charms, it is, in plain and truthful prose, one of depressing drudgery — 
excluding the mere farmer, from habit, as well as from the prejudice of 
fashionable society, from taking rank with members of many other professions 
in the scale of gentility. This position I would fain ameliorate, if not invert — 
and to that end I woiild invoke the aid of every able and generous mind 

around me. 

The isolated position of farmers generally deny to them the opportunities 
and 'advantages of social intercourse, and means of improving, enjoyed by 
almost every other industrial class. The mechani(^', with entire ease and con- 
venience, may and does associate daily in the same shop, or weekly or 
monthly in the society room, with his fellow arjizans, in a|^ village, town, 
or city. So of the manufacturer. The lawyer and physician, from the nature 
of their functions, are ever within or under each other's eye and that of the 
public, while struggling for distinction, which serves to stimulate to renewed 
effort, should they pause for a moment in their emulous career. The country 
trader is kept ever Hvely .waiting upon his customers, while his skill is tasked 
in the selection of supplies suited to their wants, and to yield a fair profit. — 
The merchant is relieved from tte tedium of the counting-house by appearing 
on change, among the enterprising class that daily crowd that animated scm^ 
of commerce and speculation. All have means and incentives peculiar to their 

pursuits, which instruct, inspire and gratify. Not so witk the unpretending 
11 
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habitant (>f the farm, whose constant and unremitting labors confine him wholly 
to the barn, the stable and the field. He has but few opportunities of asso- 
ciating even with those of his owi;i calling, much less with others better 
versed than himself in the ways of the busy world. Each day so spent lessens 
the desire to look abroad, or change in any respect his practice or routine, 
and thus he settles down in a state of apathy, apparently insensible to the 
necessity of improvement, till Time, with its witherings, numbers him with 
the clods — with which, while living, he seemed little more than a fit asso- 
ciate- 
In drawing this sketch, let me not be understood as designing to disparage 
the calling of the farmer, or to impute to the simple and inoffensive swaia 
aught that would cast a shadow on his brow, or a blemish on the spotfess in- 
tegrity of his unsophisticated nature: far be it from me. A worthier motive 
moves me to call your attention to the condition of the thousands that uncom- 
plainingly toil on, day after day, bow^ed in body and spirit by incessant, and 
in general unremunerating labor — shifting, when no longer able to bear it, the 
same undiminished burden on the shoulders 'of their sons, which had been 
cast by their fathers upon themselves. It is to lighten this load, that I thus 
appeal to the generous sympathies of their more enlightened brethren, the en- 
terprising and intelligent farmers of Pennsylvania, of whom I am certain she 
holds within her rich and beautiful domain as many noble specimens as any 
state in the Union can boast. To them I would especially appeal to advance 
the character of their profession, and promote the influence of the landed in- 
terest, and to place the husbandman in the position he shou|d occupy in the 
scale of intelligence, and in the consideration due to him morally, physically 
and politically. 

It may be asked, how can this be donel I answer, by educating liberally 
the rising generation ; by encouraging and patronizing the Agricultural Press, 
thereby sowing broadcast, as it were, the seed of information, so that every 
farmer may be provided with a crop, if not for reaping at least for reading; 
and by holding Agricultural Exhibitions, in which all should participate, 
either as contributors or spectators. But these plans cannot be carried out 
without a combined effort through County Associations and a State Society. 
The State Soc^ty is formed, but societies such as yours should be maintained 
by every county. When every county shall have its Agricultural Society re- 
presented in the State Society, it will then be easy to carry out the necessary 
plans for the improvement of the whole. 

The most feasible and practical plan to arrest the attention of the farmers 
of the present day, and call them forth from theit solitude to mingle in iliO 
interesting and stirring scenes of competition and display, is the Agricultural 
^Exhibition and Cattle Show. It was held by the venerable Judge Peters, 
already alluded to, that one good agricultural exhibition was of more avail in 
stirring up the dormant energies of the careless and indifferent farmer, than 
all the essays ever written. In this every intelligent man, having experience 
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in such matters, must concur. How can those be reached who will not read — 
who, from habit, would deem it a harder job to turn over a few pages than as 
many furrows 1 When, therefore, precept fails to be available, we must rely 
upon example. The Agricultural Fair and Cattle Show are as cabalistic 

m 

words, operating magically upon the curiosity of the farmer — impellicrg him 
and his family to go, where every body is expected to goj to see such sights 
of horses, cattle, sheep and swine, agricultural products and implements. — 
What book or essay could be half so interesting and instructive to such a man, 
as the broad and varied page presented to him in the imposing tableau of a 
well arranged exhibition 1 Here are living pictures of animals that breathe 
• and move — aye, speak in tones and language more eloquently and forcibly to 
his com'prehension and appreciation, than any thing you or I could say or 
write. These noble horses, of various degrees of excellence in action, blood, 
bone and sinew, rivet his attention, and bring him to think and compare them 
with the dull, unsightly beasts upon his farm, that consume so large a portion 
of his corn, oats and hay, without an equivalent, and his conclusion will be, 
that the next colt he raises shall be a animal worth looking at, worth its feed, 
and worth money when he wants to part with him. Then there are the bulls, 
cows, heifers and calves, of various breeds, under his eye and within his 
reach — ^Durhams, Aja^eshires, Devons and Aldernies— each challenging com- 
parison in size, beauty, handling, feeding and milking. He examines, com- 
pares, and ventures an opinion upon respective ones, and aifixiously awaits 
the award jof the judges, to learn whether he is anything of a judge himself 
through their decision, should it or should it not tally with his opinion as 
affecting his favorites in the matter of premiums. He turns to the sheep, 
swine, poultry and implements, which serve to keep up the interest he felt on 
entering the show grounds. He is astonished, not bewildered, because he 
knows the use and meanitig of every thing. He is only surprised that ani- 
mals and things so common and familiar to him, should have been brought 
to such perfection — should have undergone such extraordinary change, and 
he should not have known it sooner. 

What effect may it be supposed this lesson will exert upon his future pra^ 
tice 1 None other than a beneficial one. The emulation implanted in the 
breast of every right-minded man will inspire him to make an«effort to pro- 
duce things equivalent to what he has seen, so far as stock is concerned, and 
to hope that at some not distant period he will return to such a scene, not 
only as a mere spectator, but as a contributor and competitor. Once this 
resolve is made, a new era dawns upon the condition of* his farm — for who 
would have fine cattle, sheep, and swine, but would naturally desire to have 
Hue pastures, well-tilled fields, good fences, comfortable stables, large manure 
heaps, and heavy crops, all of which being compatible and indispetisable to 
the position he designs in future to hold among his spirited brother farmers ; 
and hence he will become a useful man in his neighborhood, stirring up by 
his example the apathetic and careless, who witn^issing the results consequent 
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upon his skill and energy, cannot fail of being stimulated to adopt a similar 
practice. Here, then, is one of the many advantages resulting from Agricul- 
tural Exhibitions, one which my own experience and observation have fully 
confirmed. What has rendered the agriculture of New York of late years so 
prominently conspicuous among her sister states, but her well established 
agricultural societies — which, through a spirited effort made at first by a few 
notable and patriotic individuals, persevered in under many discouraging cir- 
cumstances, proved so successful, that there is not a county I believe in the 
Empire State that is not impressed with the seal and attestation of th« bene- 
ficial efileots of agricultural associations — while the whole United States views 
the annual exhibition of the New York State Agricultural Society more in the 
light of a national afilair, in which all feel a just pride, than a mere st&te insti- 
tution. Ohio, our western neighbor, is following with rapid strides the ex- 
ample New York has set. So with Maryland, who has entered the field, 
determined to wreathe her brows with a leaf from the palm of distinction. 

With these animating examples before her, it would have ill become Penn- 
sylvania, with all her acknowledged capabilities to compete with the greatest 
and the best, tb fold her giant limbs and look on unmoved, an unconcerned 
spectator of this rdce of progress, and not make one invigorating bound to 
keep them in condition, or by way of showing that neither one nor many 
states could make a patriotic demonstration, without Pennsylvania participat- 
ing in it. State pride, and every ennobling impulse that nature in her finest 
mood puts in play, could not but urge her to contend, now, as ever, for pre- 
cedence in whatever can exalt, dignify, or adorn ! Impelled by these aspira- 
tions, she stood nobly forth at her capital the beginning of the last year, and 
entered the field of competition, under the title of "The Pennsylvania State 
Agricultural Society," and in the name of "Virtue, Liberty and Independence." 
Her Agricultural Exhibition last fall showed she was perfectly in earnest ; 
and if it did not prove her in advance of her sister states, it demonstrated sh« 
was not far behind those who had gone the farthest. The cause which has 
been cherished for ages by the most enlightened nations is worthy of Pennsyl- 
vania ; and it should be our ardent desire, that for the character of the State, the 
honor and prosperity of her citizens, our good old Commonwealth should gain 
for herself an imperishable name^ in raising, to the highest rajdk, through a 
generous and liberal policy, the peaceful and interesting pursuits of agricul- 
ture — ^that she maiy be the victor in the race now being run, and be crowned 
with a chaplet, more to be prized, than ever decked the brow- of the most suc- 
cessful warrior of the tented field ! 

From the rank which it was my pride to aspire to, and to which I may in 
some degree claim to have attained among thofle who have labored to promote 
agriculture, it may be expected that I should speak of the principles of scien- 
tific culture in connection with chemistry ; but were I competent to the tftsk, 
it would'be of doabtftil expedi^nejr loiinvestigate or refine ^upon principles of 
science on an occasion lika Ae pieieiit. Botamore peniifeat reason may 
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be given, a reason quite satisfactory to myself that I should not attempt it, 
and that is, I am so deficient in the science that I should only render myself 
ridiculous, did I undertake to elucidate the elements and agents which nature 
ao mystically employs in the process of veget-ation. They alone are compe- 
tent to unfold its mysteries, who have devoted their time and talents in 
acquiring a knowledge of its principles and laws through scientific research 
and philosophical experiment— the graduates of the laboratory. For my 
poor part, I must be content to worship at a distance ; not daring to enter the 
temple, into whose portals the initiated only should claim admission. But 
there are matters and things within our reach and comprehension, which, 
without being presumptuous, we may claim the right to touch, handle, and 
4inderstdnd ; i mean the simple practice of every-day husbandry. 

Before entering upon that, permit me a word of warning, not irrelevant to 
our object. All experience has shown that no discovery in science or philoso- 
phy has been made, but was put in jeopardy so soon as it had claimed some 
degree of popularity, by pretenders and charlatans. I would then, for the 
sake of the cause for which you have associated, and in which I have spent 
time, money — I will not say talents, but such abilities as I could command 
from a too scanty stock, earnestly admonish you not to countenance the specu- 
lative quacks, who, for mere lucre and contemptible notoriety, will spring up, 
relying upon the easy credulity of others and their own brazen effrontery, 
and profess to teach and lecture upon scientific agriculture. We have seen 
of late sad specimens of professors, besides those who lately figured in Clair- 
voyajice, Pjrevision, Ketrovision, Mesmerism, Phreno-Magnetism, Psychology, 
and other mysterious ologies and isms, which, like live coals blown to cin- 
ders, have been puffed to death by these philosophic bellows blowers. And 
now, since Scientific Agriculture is getting into vogue, it would not surprise 
if some of the **wise men" would turn their mother- wit to profitable account 
by turning their hand to teaching Vegetable Physiology and Agricultural 
Chemistry. If they should, and meet with the least encouragement, it will 
retard the improvement you and other true and disinterested men have essayed 
to advance. Why 1 Because it cannot be disguised that among the generality 
of farmers, there is a distrust of the means resorted to through the press, 
appealing to their reason and good sense in well authenticated facts and 
results^ bearing upon their practice, which, from the prejudice against "Book 
Farming," they are prone to not heed or credit. If these pretenders get 
loose among them, they will sicken and surfeit them to loathing, by technical 
jargon and arrant quackery. Beside, which is most to be feared, the truly 
well educated professor, whose services would be of the utmost benefit to the 
cause, will, through eelf^respeet, refuse to officiate as ^^Professor of Rural 
Economy," when he perceives the title has been assumed by others through 
impudent pretension, and the station deiled by the sheerest humbuggery. 
This is not all t the legislaiture to whom we look for aid in furtherance of 
Agricaltural Education, might;^ whea appealed to, be diverted from the im- 
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portance due to its consideration, should some clever member, not having the 
fear of God before his eyes but the manner in which these self-styled pro- 
fessors perform their functions, turn the whole subject of Agricultural Educa- 
tion into burlesque and ridicule. For these and many other cogent reasons, 
it behooves the friends of agriculture to protect it from every taint and speck 
of quackery. That agriculture is largely indebted to the science of chemis- 
try, is but a feeble acknowledgment of the benefits already conferred upon it. 
And to say that much more is yet in reserve for it from the same beneficent 
abundant source, is less presumptive than authoritative ; for, from what has 
been done, it is plain that more can and will be more ably done. Results 
suggest results, and ever will, till mind and matter shall be wholly resolved, 
and time be no more I 

Since the developments made by Liebig, in the application of Organic 
Chemistry to agriculture and physiology, mighty efforts, no doubt, are being 
made by chemists in Europe and in this country upon these and kindred sub- 
jects, which must give to agriculture results at once practical and miraculous. 
I havef read or heard it somewhere stated, that ere long it will not surprise to 
see as much manure compressed within the compass of a pocket handker- 
chief as would be sufficient to dress an acre of ordinary land for growing 
wheat. Notwithstanding the confidence 1 have in science, I must say, that 
when this shall happen, there will be a decline in the pp*ice of farm horses 
and working oxen; and without meaning to be irreverent, would pray to be 
helped in my unbelief. But our doubts are not a proof that the thing is im- 
possible, for many of us are old enough to have witnessed achievements in 
science now so perfectly familiar to our apprehension as not to challenge our 
' special wonder, which, before having been practically demonstrated, appeared 
as visionary, as that a handkerchief full of fertilizing ingredients would at 
no very distant day be found sufficient to manure an acre of ground. 

When Fulton, who was born in your county, first designed to supplant 
wind, sails and cordage, by navigating with steam, what faith would it have 
required then to have believed that steam should in bO brief a space, less than 
the length of our own fleeting day, drive wingless ships across the Atlantic 
in ten or eleven days ; or that in a shorter period, the grass would be growing 
on your great turnpike, where, but as lately innumerable Conestoga wagons 
lumbered along with the products of your industry to the Philadelphia market y 
and heavy four-horse stages carried you over that road to the city in the pro- 
digious short space of one day, allowing time for the best breakfasts and din- 
ners at the best taverns, ever passengers were comforted with. When that is 
compared with the rapidity every thing is whisked over the same distance 
now on the railroad, by Fulton's agent, steam, not allowing time to beget 
an appetite for a morsel, nor for a glance at the beautiful farms through which 
we are steamed with giddy velocity, it is enough to bring the tears into eyes 
like mine, when reminiscences of the Lancaster turnpike crowd upon the 
memory* reminding us of the mutability of human affairs I I repeat, what 
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degree of faith would it have required to have believed that those things would 
come to pass, when your neighbor Robert Fulton was meditating their aqcom- 
pliahment 1 Why, it would have neejded the faith that could remove moun* 
tains to have absented to the bare possibility that such things should ever be. 
And what of the Magnetic Telegraph, and numerous other things that cause 
old folks to think that they no longer inhabit the same world in which they 
were born 1 

My object in adverting to those wonderful discoveries, is, to ask of you, 
brother farmers, to admit the possibility of great changes being made in the 
practice of culture and husbandry, and what is equally important, to admit 
that changes are really needed to bring us on a footing or along side of other 
callings, who, by some short cut have got the start of us, and can turn out 
better work and more of it than they did or could do forty years ago ; while 
we remain pretty much in the same condition we were in then ; working a*; hard 
and making as little as at any time within our recollections ; wheat, corn, 
roots, grass, etc.,scarcely maintaining their former average per acre, while the 
cost of producing them, is certainly not diminished. Well, having as I hope 
you have admitted all this, I would take occasion to ask you to go a step 
further, and that is, for every one to resolve, by every means in his power, 
through observing, experimenting, reading, and comparing, to gain more, 
knowledge and tlurow more light on the theory and practice of agriculture, 
for the purpose of improving his own practice, raising the character of the 
profession, and increasing the wealth of the State, by increase of products and 
bringing the lands into higher condition. 

inspired with the hope that you are prepared to listen to suggestions tend- 
ing to improvement, from even the least pretending source, I now return to 
the remarks I had intended to make on the practice of every-day husbandry. 

It is a good old maxim, that "whatever is worth dding at all, is worth 
doing well,'" and, that "we should begin at the beginning." Agreeably to 
this, I shall begin at the manure, whicn, if not the basis of good culture, is 
indispensible to the production of crops on such lands as we cultivate. ' The 
manure heap is aptly termed the farmer's golden mine, from which he ex- 
tracts the veritable ore itself, through a process of assay and coinage, elabo- 
rated on his fields, by Nature's self, through every stage of vegetation, from 
the embryo germ to the perfect maturation of every plant. No skill, no shift, 
that i have witnessed, ever did succeed in producing even a tolerable crop of 
grain or roots without a liberal application of manure, proportioned to the 
condition of the land, and the nature of the crop to be raised, without ex- 
hausting it to a greater degree in value than the profit realized from the 
wretched product forced from the impoverished soil. How essential then is 
it that every degree of care, every expedient should be resorted to by the • 
farmer, t9 increase and preserve in the best condition, every thing within his 
reach having the character and quality of manure ; and, how lamentable to 
witness thip' general inattention ao> prevalent among farmers to this first indis*- 
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pensable point in a good hasbandman ! Yon may visit any namber of farms, 
on none of which, but it is almost certain to find the farmer at work — even 
hard work — and yet, a glance at the condition of his stables and barn-yard is 
sufficient to show that he is laboring in vain, while the stables and yard are 
neglected, and the manure permitted to waste so shockingly — one day's waste 
in this quarter, if prevenrted, would repay perhaps a week's work of such 
labor as engages his attention. Now it is not pretended that in looking to 
the manure, he should neglect the other work ; both can, and should be at- 
tended to ; the thing required is proper attention to both„ conformably to 
economy and good management. If the stables and pens have not been 
emptied or cleaned for a week or a month ; if the manure heap is not well 
constructed to prevent washing and waste — if the droppings of the cattle in 
and about the yard are not constantly taken up while fresh and thrown among 
the lighter substances upon the heap, but are left to be burnt to cinders by the 
sun, and tossed about with the winds, or washed by the rain,* or frozen with 
the frost ; of what avail is labor on land thus cheated of its nourishment while- 
being wdrked to death % If such things be, it were less than full measure of 
justice to call them' disgraceful ; on the other hand, if duly attended to, the 
porpriety of doing these things is so self-evident, and the ease with which 
they may be performed under a proper system, so apparent, that but little 
commendation is due for the service. He, who would be deserving of praise 
in this respect, should be found adding to the manure heap, gatherings from 
ditches, decayed wood, leaves, weeds, bones, and the droppings of horses and 
cattle on the roads and lanes near to the farm, with many other things not 
necessary to mention here, all of which, from time to time, might be collected 
at little expense of time. It may be asked what can be done with the bones ^ 
The best way of converting them into manure, would be to grind them ; an 
apparatus might be profitably employed for the purpose. They can easily be 
reduced by saturating them with a solution of one part sulphuric acid (oil of 
vitriol) and two parts water, when placed in a heap, underlaid and surround- 
ed with mould, as sand is placed round lime to make mortar, throwing in the 
mould occasionally to unite and catch the falling substance from the bones. 
As all may not be reduced by the first sprinkling, another heap may be form- 
ed of so much of the old one as remains unreduced, proceeding as at first till 
all is reduced. If this method be considered too troublesome, the bones will 
be found to be worth all the trouble of gathering them, for placing in the 
manure heap, to be thrown aside when the manure is being hauled out, to be 
again deposited in the succeeding heap. Their decomposition will be slow, 
it is true, but their presence in the heap will more than repay the trouble of 
keeping them from year to year. They may be put away at once by burying 
them near the roots, at a suitable distance from the stems, of pear and other 
fruit trees, and grape vines ; the fine fruit that will in after years be produced 
by the trees thus treated, will attest their value. I am thus particular in point- 
ing to bones, not only on account of their fertilizing properties, but to awaken 
attention to the necessity of husbanding ef\'^ery thing available for manure. — 
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It seemed strange that we should witness the gathering of bones at our very 
doors, along our rivers and canals, to be shipped at Philadelphia to England 
for manure, and not avail ourselves of an article that the English farmers con- 
sider worth importing from so great a distance. It is asserted that over four 
millions of dollars' worth of bones are annually consumed* in England for 
agricultural purposes. Then to think of the folly of purchasing giiano, im- 
ported fron Peru, at forty dollars per ton, when it is in our power to make a 
full supply of manure at home. The farmer who cannot maintain his land in 
high condition by the manure made upon his farm, is not worthy the name of 
husbandman. How should this be done 1 I answer, by keeping a large stock 
of cattle, and letting nothing go to waste. ** Waste not, want not," is a say- 
ing worthy of special regard. The quality as well as the quantity should be 
taken into account : one load of well-preserved manure, from the heap of a 
pains-taking farmer, is worth two loads of his who is careless — this is fifty 
per cent, ih favor of the former. Guano cannot be objected to as a manure, 
for it abounds in fertilizing ingredients, but its cost is objectionable. In our 
climate, the same amount in money paid for guano, if invested in stable-yard 
manure, vyould be of more benefit to the land in the long run. No manure is 
more to be relied upon than* that furnished by horses, cattle, sheep and swine. 
In the year ending the 30th June, 1850, there was imported into the United 
States no less than twenty-one thousand two hundred and forty-three tons of 
guano ; this, at forty dollars per ton, amounts to eight hundred and forty-nine 
thousand seven hundred and twenty dollars. At the port of Philadelphia 
alone, in 1851, four thousand nine hundred and eighty tons were imported ; 
if sold at the price quoted, it would amount to but little less than two hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Of all the concentrated or extraneous manures, poudrette, when properly 
manufactured, is the best and cheapest, and for obvious reasons should be 
most encouraged. A large supply of this excellent urticle may soon be ex- 
pected, from the works about being established by Professor Peyson, a clever 
French chemist and enejineer, who has made arrangements with the Board of 
Health of the city of Philadelphia for disinfecting or deodorizing cess pool$> 
and the converting sewerage and putrescent substances into poudrette. I 
witnessed an experiment by him on a cess pool at my residence last May, 
when he deodorized the contents of an old deep well in. the space of fifteen 
minutes. The object of having it done under my inspection, was for the pur* 
pose of taking charge of the disinfected mass, at the instance of the PhiladeU 
phia Agricultural Society, to ascertain whether the process he conducted 
would not destroy the fertilizing property of the fecal noatter. To this end 1 
applied it to a part of a patch laid off for ruta baga turnip, to be compared 
with other very strong manure, principally from a slaughter house. I fotmd 
the poudrette, through all the stages of. growing the crop, equally as effective, 
as the other manoare, ftad giving as good a yield in turnips. This is in*^ 
stanced^.to e^iow wliat fcience can do for ftgriculture, and to point to resources^ 
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not oftea taken into account by farmers. The turning this offensive matter, 
whirh among a dense population is a source of inconvenience and disease, 
into a state to be handled with less unpleasantness than good stable manure 
can be, is a triumph of science, and if properly encouraged will add to the ag- 
ricultural products of the State thousands upon thousands of dollars annually. 

To speak of lime, as I feel bound to do, in connection with manure, requires 
no small degree of courage, knowing the great value you place upon it. 
Broadly, then, I hold it not to be a manure, in the common acceptation of the 
term ; and that its so frequent application upon a large portion of your land, 
the heavy loam and clay lands, is not only destructive of the real manure 
applied to those soils, but to the inherent organic fertility found in them. 
Quick lime, spread on or with manure, evolves or liberates the most active 
elements or fertilizing ingredients in the manure, facilitating their escape into 
the air. Not only so, but so long as its causticity continues, which, from the 
large portion of magnesia generally found in lime — the burning process, if I 
may be allowed the expression — is likely to be kept up for along time, during 
which the vegetable ingredients in the soil are being too rapidly and unne- 
cessarily wasted, to the great detriment of the soil, and to the injury of almost 
every subsequent crop raised upon it. In no case can such lime be safely 
applied in quantity, as is customary, except where the soil is overcharged 
with vegetable mould, or abounds in fibrous roots. If dressing after dressing 
of fifty or more bushels of caustic lime to ;the acre be applied every four or 
five years, nothing can save the soil from the accumulated injuries thus heaped 
upon it, but the application of a great deal more barn-yard manure than, under 
the condition of no lime, would be needed, to counteract or repair the mis- 
chief doing, or already done, by the lime. Here, then, is a needless expen^ 
diture of lime and manure, which, if time would permit to go into a calcula- 
tion for a few years, would show an astounding amount in dollars. A-s well 
might you be found heaping wood on a fire to keep up a comfortable tempera- 
ture in a house on a cold day, while you kept the street door open to let in 
the cold, when half the fuel would serve to keep the house warm if the door 
were shut, as to apply caustic lime to heavy limestone land, in quantity as it 
is usually applied, thereby rendering it so necessary to put on so much more 
manure to modify it. 

By way of illustrating the opposite tendencies of lime and manure, sup- 
pose a heap of rich manure removed from where it had stood sometime in a 
field, the spot on which it stood being surcharged with the liquid it had ab- 
sorbed from the heap. If seeded in this condition, the grain would not head 
or fill — at best it would be rusted or choked with weeds. In such a case, what 
would be the readiest method a farmer could adopt to restore this over-rich 
spot to usefulness 1 Why, nothing more nor less th^n to administer to the 
soil a strong dose of quick lime, by trenching and mixing it well in, through- 
joui the spot affected. This would put its plethora to a purgation, and soon 
render it lean enough for active service. On the other hand, a scabby spot, 
left on a fiield by a heap of lime, can be restored by pouring a quantity of 
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liquid manure upon it, or by trenching in well rotted barn-yard manure, in 
excess. By this it would seem that lime, in some degree, is as antagonistic 
to manure as the sun ii to moisture. But it may be claimed that lime is made 
use of as an agent to prepare food for plants : be it so then, and allow that 
in some cases its services are useful^ would that justify its indiscriminate 
application as a feeder, as well where there is nothing for him to do in his 
line, as where there was sonlething he could do lawfully % 

In the genera], lime is so wasteful and ravenous a cook, that he sometimes 
consumes more than he furnishes to the family of plants it is intended he 
should provide for ; nay, it may be suspected, that when his allotted means 
fail to appease his gnawing appetite, he will feed on the plants themselves, 
though they may have a little of his own blood in them. Do not, I pray you, 
take this as a wholesale condemnation of lime. As an agent, it is useful in 
meliorating certain conditions of soil, if judiciously applied. Light sandy, 
micacious or isinglass, red shale and slaty soils, may in general be benefited 
by dressings of lime ; but on clayey limestone soil 1 should deem its appli- 
cation unnecessary, if not injurious. To mix in a good dressing of common 
sand, would be more rational by far than throwing lime into it. The sand 
Tvould be harmless at least; the lime, in my judgment, could not be so. If 
the value of the lime, so inappropriately applied, were expended in wood ashes 
and pulverized charcoal, it would show results incomparably remunerative. 
In thus pronouncing so unequivocally upon the merits of lime, I am aware of 
the risk incurred ; but if it should serve no other purpose than to lead to a 
closer observation of its effects Jby others, 1 shall feel fully compensated, and 
cont^t me,- in abiding an unprejudiced verdict, on the opinion so frankly 
avowed. 

This leads me to say a word on another agent, Gypsum, or Plaster of Paris ; 
and here I feel at perfect liberty to admit its surprising beneficial effects on 
soils and vegetation. That so small a modicum of this cheap and easily 
applied mineral should exhibit such wonderful influencQ in conservating the 
fertility and capability of land to sustain it so ably under the exhausting 
process of producing, must astonish every experienced and experimental 
farmer ! The question, as to how it acts, is one that has challenged the ob- 
servation of many inquiring minds, and seems at this day not to be fully 
settled. Some hold that it supplies, in itself, an element necessary to the 
development, growth and perfectability of plants, inasmuch as gypsum, and 
the sulphuric acid it supplies, are found in the ashes of the plants. Others 
maintain that its beneficial agency consists in its conservative capacity to 
husband, or prevent the escape of ammdnia and other subtile elements of fer- 
tility ip the manure and soil, fixing or retaining them in the soil, so as the 
plants may feed upon them through all the stages of vegetating. To this 
latter theory 1 am fnWy inclined. Those who adhere to the other opinion, 
rely upon, as already stated, the evidence of gypsum being found in the 
plants ; and hence the necessity of an adventitious supply of gypsum, lest 



172 PENNSYLVANIA STATE 

the land should be destitute of this indispensable ingredient. But taking this 
plausible deduction into view, how could so small, a quantity as a bushel of 
plaster, sown on the surface of an acre of land, considering its insolubility, 
be taken up in so short a period as the season of growth by a plant, such as 
wheat for instance, whose roots penetrate so far below the surface of the 
ground 1 The shortness of the period of growth will more forcibly apply to 
clover and grass for mowing, which, from the lime the plaster is applied till 
the harvesting of these crops, less than three months, would be too short a 
period to expect they could have taken up the plaster sown upon them. That 
they did not take it up, or any of it, is probable : that they did take it up, 
could only be proven by chemical tests, hardly possible, it is presumed, to 
conduct to any positive certainty. 

The theory, then, that the gypsum exerts an influence merely, or only, in 
holding in solution, as chemists would say, the^ fertilizing gases for the use 
of the plants, seems unquestionable. I am strengthened in this by experi- 
ence in sprinkling plaster daily in my stables, for years, on the removal of 
the litter and dung ; its effect is, to abate at once the effluvia, showing the 
inflijence it exerts over the ammonia. Let any one try its effects on a foul 
stable, and he will soon be convinced of the nature of the service it performs, 
and its great utility in .preserving the volatile portion of the manure, so essen- 
tial to its strength and good quality. An excellent opportunity was afforded 
me last July for proving its effects in this regard. The manure used on the 
ruta baga patch already alluded to, in juxtaposition with the poudrette, was 
principally from a slaughter house ; it was particularly odorous, and had it 
ploughed in as soon as possible. A few days afterwards there came on a 
heavy rain, succeeded by a sultry sun, and the patch became very noisome ; 
had a bushel of plaster immediately sown upon it ; was present when the 
sowing commenced, but left, and returned to the patch as the operation was 
finished, and was gratified to find that in so short a period, about an hour, 
the disagreeable odor had almost entirely subsided. From this, is it not 
manifest that it was owing to the action of the gypsum that the offensive 
smell was abated, and that the strong effluvia was nothing nsore or less than 
the ammonia escaping from the soil, which had so recently been impregnated 
to a high degree by the putrefaction from the slaughter house manure 1 
Then, did the gypsum neutralize or destroy the fertilizing gas, which was 
poisoning the atmosphere 1 or did they both unite, from the principle of 
affinity or attraction 1 I believe they united. The plaster, in descendir^g, 
may have carried so much of the gas with it as fell in its way, purifying Jot 
relieving the air of it so far j and, when lodged on the ground, became) a 
receiver to take in, or a lid to cover the volatile elements of fertilit}?- th^t 
would escape — holding them until rains and dews should wash them froj 
its embrace to enrich the soil, and furnish food to th# rootlets of the plai 
that nestle beneath, waiting for the precious tnckltngs. If this simple explja- 
nation shows, with some degree of accuracy, the action and inffuence/^of 
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gypsum, how insensible then must the farmer be to his own interests, who 
will not provide a suitable supply of thisyperfect God-send of a substance, 
wherewith to sprinkle his stables, his manure and his fields I 

While treating of plaster, clover, from association, naturally presents itself; 
and as time will not permit to enter upon cropping and culture, I feel in- 
clined to make a passing remark upon it here. There is a prevailing opin- 
ion that clover is favorable to the land, as a non-exhauster, if not an enricher 
of soil. If it derive this c^racter from the idea that it draws more nourish- 
ment from the air than the soil, I beg leave to dissent. I am not much of a 
believer in the doctrine of atmospheric nutriment, and yet I am not prepared to 
reject it in toto. A close observation will establish, 1 think, that it is owing 
to the shade the clover imparts to the land, that it exhausts so little of the 
soil. Buckwheat furnishes another instance, with this difTerence, that the 
supply required to fill the head or mature the grain in the buckwheat, is 
greater than what is needed to form the flowers of the clovet. Shade is a 
wonderful conservator of soil ; and this suggests how careful we should be to 
expose our land as little as possible, in a bare or naked state, to the severity 
of our summer suns and winter frosts. But to shade may be reckoned a loss 
sustained in the clover, and consequent gain to the land, from so much of it 
being left on the field at hay making, especially when the clover is grown 
with timothy, a practice that cannot be too strongly condemned. The top 
dressing thus given involuntarily to the land, from the best and strongest 
parts of the clover, the fine leaves and flowers, strewn around, contributes in ^ 
no small degree to the good condition claimed for the soil after crops of 
clover ; add to this, the quantity of clover roots spewed out upon the land 
through freezing and thawing, left to rot upon it, and you have almost th^ 
sum total of the causes which lead to the hypothesis that clover is a non- 
exhauster, or improver of the soil. If this be the case, is it not proper we 
should look closer into cause and effect, and not blindly follow illusive prac- 
tices, so subversive of our own prosperity 1 I must not be understood as con- 
demning the practice of growing clover : I condemn it not, but insist that 
every crop grown should b» well husbanded, and put to its proper use, and 
not wasted on the field where it is grown. And here it may not be out of 
place to explain why clover and timothy should not be grown together. One 
ruling objection is, they don't ripen at the same time. If the clover be cut when 
ready for mowing, the timothy cut with it is of little account, having not at- 
tained its growth^ it shrivels astonishingly in the sun while drying; what's 
of it is acid, disagreeable in taste, and unwholesome, from not having matured 
or elaborated its sap. If on the other hand, the timothy is left to ripen, the 
clover then is almost a total loss, nothing of it reaches the barn fit for cattle, 
or even fit to supply the place of straw. Independently of this, if a fine sod 
is desirable, as it undoubtedly should be, it never can be found with timothy 
an4 clover. Why 1 Because, from the start at growing till the end of their 
respective terms, they are in habit, taste and condition uncongenial, and there 
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fore inappropriately put together. While growing together the first season, 
the bushy head of the clover pusUbs aside or smothers the tiny blades of the 
young timothy ; next spring, much of the clover has been forced from the 
ground by the frosts of winter, leaving the stems and roots of the timothy 
sadly exposed to the freezing and thawing of March, ivith its occasional chill- 
ing winds ; and hence the impossibility to find a continuous, compact sod, on 
;iny field thus cropped. And who takes the pains to calculate the loss on 
spaces left bare where the clover stood, or reflects on the impropriety of wait- 
ing land and labor 1 When timothy is required, it should be sown alone, and 
permitted to mature suitably Ifor hay. Orchard grass and clover may be sown 
together, because they ripen at the same time, and delight in the same soil; but 
where a good, well-set sod is wanted, to last for several years, no red clover 
should be sown with the timothy or orchard grass. The clover should be kept 
by itself, and confined to fields or patches intended soon to be broken up. 

There is another remark, however it may conflict with preconceived opinion 
or established usage, a sense of duty compels me to make ; and that is, of all 
the time-wasting, land-cheating practices, none is more to be deprecated than 
that of turning in green crops, as a succedaneum for manure. In whatever 
place this is practised, liowever strong the land may be at the start, the sys- 
tem, if persevered in, must inevitably bring the land, its owners and the coun- 
try into a state of poverty. No good husbandman would think of pursuing 
such a course. Think of the time lost in preparing ground for a crop, seed- 
ing it, and instead of allowing ii to mature, to be gathered to the barn, plough- 
ing it under, to serve as manure to the land on which it was raised ! Manure, 
indeed 1 To call the acidulated water, which the decomposition of partly 
grown clover, buckwheat, &c., produce, manure, would be a misnomer — the 
calling of a thing by the wrong name. Where a winter crop in the spring 
shows unmistakable signs of proving a failure, a clever farmer should, and 
would plough it in, and substitute a summer crop in its stead, so as to provide 
against loss of time in producing, and to get what he could for the manure he 
had bestowed upon the winter crop the previous fall. It is intolerable the cant 
of want of vegetable matter in the soil, as excdfee for turning in green crops. 
No soil that is well supplied with barn-yard manure, and laid down to grass 
occasionally through a judicious rotation, can be destitute of vegetable matter. 
If the turning in, j^ear after year, scant crops of clover and the like, be persisted 
in, the land so treated must, in a brief period, become not only destitute of 
vegetable mould, but of every other organic ingredient necessary to fertility. 

Two considerations should ever govern the practical farmer. The first is, 
tlie absolute necessity of maintaining his land in high condition — ''good 
lieart," as it is termed. The second is, the system best adapted to impair as 
little as possible the first or main object, through a judicious adaptation of 
of crops, in view of profitable yield, at the least possible loss to the soil. In 
proportion as these considerations shall influence, in like proportion will be 
the good or bad culture and husbandry on the farm. 
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To maintain lahd in good condition, there is no resort within my experi- 
ence equal to soiling, on old well-cleared fkrms ; if in no other respect, the 
increase of manure dropt in the stables and yard, at hand for preserving, in- 
stead of its being wasted on the lanes, fields and ditches, would be sufficient 
to recommend it to the provident husbandman. This increase of manure, 
giving increase of fertility to the soil, and by consequence increase of pro- 
ducts, Is so progressive, and mutually so self-sustaining to the cattle and land 
as to defy calculation. The enlightened fanner, who has experimented on it, 
can only compute or appreciate its multiplying results. It is easier, however, 
to illustrate the evils of depasturing exposed uplands, than to calculate the 
benefits accruing from the system of soiling cattle ; but the one will in some 
degree unfold the other. Suppose we begin with fifteen head of grown cattle, 
and inquire how many acres, under our fervid suns, would it require to pas- 
ture them from May till November, on fields of artificial grass, denuded be- 
fore the previous winter had set in to impoverish them farther with its killing 
frosts — the cattle to be turned out on the first of May in condition as is usual 
in such cases ] Why, not less than thirty acres. Now I aver, that five acres 
of well prepared land, near to the barn, under patches of rye, clover, and or- 
chard grass, lucerne and corn, to be cut green, and fed judiciously in the 
stables or sheds — the cattle having a spring in some spot to be driven to for 
Avater and exercise — would sustain these fifteen head of cattle better than the 
thirty acres appointed for them to graze on. Here^hen, is a saving of twenty- 
live acres of land by this operation. And how much better would be the con- 
dition of this land under grain, or grass for mowing, than it could be under 
the continual biting of the cattle, and the scorching heat of the sun 1 And 
in how much better condition would be the cattle, having plenty of juicy 
food, with time to rest and ruminate in the shade, to that of ranging all day 
under a burning sun, tired and fatigued in limbs and jaws, gathering a scanty, 
scorched herbage, that but mocks their restless cravings % Add to this the 
quantity of manure that may be saved in these two months, with the increase 
of dairy products, and you can form some idea of the beneficial workings of the 
system of soiling. It may be objected, that the additional expense in wages 
or labor incurred, in cutting and feeding, has not been brought forward. Well, 
let us examine this item. These cattle must be turned out, and brought in 
from the fields, daily to be milked ; this under the circumstances, by no 
means rare, of the fields being distant and fences not very good, consumes 
time and breeds confusion, from the frequent interruption to other work having 
to be suspended while looking after the cattle,, that have, perhaps, broken 
into some forbidden field or. thrown the bars down. Then allow for so much 
time and labor as is thus spent in the common way, and you have to take 
into account only the additional unconsumed time of a man or well grown 
boy, who would be required to attend constantly on the cattle while being 
soiled. A boy who can milk, clean stables, mow a little grass, clover or corn, 
wheel it on a barrow to the stables, or hitch a horse to haul it, would be suffi- 
cient for the undertakings but even should a full hand be required, the wages 
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for two months would not exceed thirty dollars ; but who would think of 
wages, when the work is chiefly getting manure for the mere wheeling 
it out, as would be the case if the stables be cleaned out as they should 
be, three times a day. In this way, forty to fifty head of cattle might be kept 
for milking and breeding, upon any commonly good farm of from seventy to 
one hundred acres, admitting at the same time of more efficient cropping, 
through a series of years, than if but some eight or ten head were kept in the 
ordinary way, and even these to be turned out on the roads and lanes while 
the crops are in, as is sometimes the case, until turned in upon thelstubble and 
young grass with the swine, so soon as the grain is removed from the fields. 
The soiling should not be continued longer than two months. The cattle 
from July should have the range of the mowed grass fields the remainder of 
the season, with the stubble land in due time. In July the orchard grass and 
clover, the best artificial grass for hay and pasture, will be ready for second 
cutting ; but no good husbandman, who values the condition of his land, 
would think of mowing second crop — the cattle only should cut it. Second 
crop makes poor fodder, and to turn in the cattle so soon as the scythe has 
ceased mowing either first or second crop, be it meadow or upland, to exter- 
minate the roots of the grass during fall, completely denuding the fields when 
winter shall have set in, is not only bad policy but wasteful economy; an 
acre or more of turnip, and other roots, would serve a better purpose for win- 
ter food than second crop grass and clover. 

It is a reproach to Pennsylvania that her cattle and dairy products should 
fall so far short of New York. The census of 1840, if it can be relied upon, 
with that of 1850, as far as have been given, show that We fall below New 
York in dairy products about eight millions of dollars annually. . This is a 
large item in one product, and is just so many millions a year abstracted or 
lost to the income wealth of our Commonwealth. Another item is no less start- 
ling — it is, that New York produced, according to the former census, twenty 
millions of bushels potatoes more than Pennsylvania. The diflTerence in dairy 
products cannot surprise, when the difference is perceived in the quality of 
our butter and that of New York — I allude to salted or preserved butter for 
winter use; ours scarcely average eight cents a pound — a considerable por- 
tion of it sells from five to six cents per pound for grease — whilst that of New 
York averages eighteen cents a pound. 1 have taken some pains to ascertain 
the quantity of New York butter that is sold annually in the Philadelphia 
market — some of it, no doubt, consumed in Lancaster and neighboring coun- 
ties — and from the most reliable sources am led to believe that it falls little 
short of three hundred thousand dollars ! Here, then, is the money of farm- 
ing Pennsylvania going into the pocket as it were of New York, for butter 
alone, to the tune of three hundred thousand dollars every year, to say noth- 
ing of cheese and potatoes. Is not this startling) if not shameful ; and should 
it not serve to rouse us to a better sense of our own interests. Now, a cow 
of same breed and quality will cost as much in New York as in Pennsyl- 
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vania. The land and climate of the latter are as good, if not better, than 
those of the former. What, then, makes the difference 1 ' Nothing, but that 
the skill of the one in dairy products and the management of cattle, is greater 
and better than the other — a difference which we should endeavor, by all 
means, to equalize at. least. 

The time £ had intended to occupy has elapsed, and therefore must bring 
my remarks to a close. The preparation of the soil and adaptation of crops, 
with their culture, are necessarily excluded. My principal object, as you 
may have perceived, was to promote the furtherance of societies such as 
yours, believing as I do that in no other Way can the improvements needed 
in culture and husbandry, on public considerations as well as on individual 
account, be so efiectually accomplished as by a combined effort of enlightened 
and patriotic minds, devoted to that object. One word as to the adaptation 
of crops to the soil. There is scarcely a farm of any considerable size, much 
less a district of country, but exhibits some variety in soil, and which does 
not require a special and judicious discrimination 'in adapting the crops to its 
peculiarities. To follow, then, a common rotation, as if the soil of the 
whole were common or equal, must end in disappointment to the hopes of the 
farmer, and peculiar loss to the public in general. Whether from this, the 
waste of manure or the neglect to husband it, or inaptness in resource, it is 
apparent the lands are not as productive as they should be. If they be ill 
used, wasted or robbed of their fertility, what is to become of Pennsylvania 
when they shall not yield their adequate and natural increase 1 Thousands 
of acres of fine land are being doomed annually to deterioration, through a 
vicious system, by their owners, who are little Better than cumberers of the 
ground, and by the destruction wantonly perpetrated by tenants. This latter 
class are as wolves among flocks, ever prowling about, and victimizing wher- 
ever they come. There may be some honorable exceptions to this sweeping 
charge j but it may be asked, where is the farm under rent, for a few years, 
~l>ut has its character sunk and its fertility destroyed 1 In England, and some 
parts of Europe, this evil is well provided against by remedies, founded as 
well on public policy, conservative of the landed interest, as protective of pri- 
vate rights ; and he who wantonly deteriorates the soil there, is held in little 
less detestation than a public robber. 

If, in filling up the broad outline broached at the beginning, with such de- 
tail as in my judgment seemed best calculated to subserve the great cause of 
agriculture, 1 have drawn too largely, gentlemen, upon your tim« and patience, 
fidelity in purpose, and zeal in executing, must plead my excuse for any seem- 
ing diffusiveness. The attentive hearing, however, you have afforded to my 
remarks, leads me to hope no other apology is neeessary. One thing at least 
is certain, that I have fallen far short of the service I could have wished to 
have rendered to the cause your kind partiality designated me to promote. 
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LA WHENCE COUNTY. 

' New Castle, March T, 1855, 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

In accordance with the act of Assembly of March 29th, 1851, sections four 
and five, I submit to you the following report of the Agricultu^l and Horti- 
cultural Society of Lawrence county, for the past year. Names of offieefs for 
the ensuing year : 

President — Thomas Pearson. 

Vice Presidents — Thomas Cunningham and William Hamilton. 
Secretary — J. W. Reynolds. 
Treasurer — William M'Clymonds. 

Managers — William Brown, John Simpson, William Blanchard, J. P. 
Cowden, William Williams and Philip Crowell. 

In our last year's report it was shown, that our society had assumed a char* 
acter of permanence and prospective determination, by the leasing for a term 
of ten years a beautiful and highly eligible field on one of the prominences 
which overlook the active and flourishing borough of New Castle, and that 
the site had been enclosed by a permanent board fence, and commodious and 
spacious buildings erected thereon, for the protection and exhibition of all 
kinds of articles oiTered by competitors, together with such other fixtures and 
appurtenances as were deemed necessary for the accommodation of all the 
members and spectators who should attend our annual fairs. 

Our annual exhibition took place on the 5th, 6th and 7th days of October, 
and was well attended and highly satisfactory to all who felt an interest in 
the advancement of our agricultural progress, though the excessive and 
unparalleled drought of the season had greatly enfeebled and indeed almost 
annihilated every species of vegetation. Yet still even in this department 
many excellent articles were on exhibition, and our animal and mechanical 
specimens showed a most laudible and encouraging improvement. 

We give the reports of some of our agriculturists as to their crops, but at 
the sanae time ask due allowance to be naade for the entire want of refreshing 
showers for the space of almost four months of the period of their growjh. 

Our citizens show an increasing interest in the society, and we think we 
may say with safety that our society has done much already in driving hence 
the native fear and contempt felt by our farmers for ''Book farming," as it 
was termed, and has created a desire for a more scientific knowledge of their 
business. Hence the circulation of good agricultural and horticultural papers 
are greatly increased. 

The society numbers about two hundred and seventy-five members. 

A premiuQi list wasofifered amounting to five hundred and fifty dollars, of 
which three 'hundred and fifty dollars was awarded and paid. Whole re- 
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ceipts amounted to one thousand dollars. Incidental expensed amounted to 
one hundred and seventy dollars. 

BEPOETS MADE ON AGRICULTUKAL SUBJECTS. 

Statement of Hiram Watson in relation to corn : 

^^1 hu^ed five hundred and forty-eight bushels of shelled corn on ten 
acres of -ground, it was the second successive corn crop on the same ground. 
About three acres was manured with horse manure. I ploughed the ground 
the first week in May, from eight to ten inches deep, and furrowed three and 
one half feet each way, rolled my seed in plaster and planted on the fifteenth 
of May ; worked three times with cultivator and ploughed once — plastered 
once before working first time. The corn planted was the red cob gourd." 

Statement of same gentleman in relation to oats : 

'^ I threshed four hundred and thirty-two bushels of oats from nine a^^es 
of ground ; the ground being corn stubble, on creek bottom. Ploughed the 
ground last week in March — ^sowed April 4th, two and one half bushols per 
acre — ^ploughed from six to eight inches deep." 

Statement of P. Mershimcr : 

"I raised from one acre one hundred and four bushels of red potatoes and 
fifty bushels of Neshanock potatoes. Ploughed eight to ten inches deep on the 
7th or 8th days of May — ^planted on lOth day of May, on black loamy soil ; 
planted fifteen bushels red and five bushels Neshanock potatoes to the acre. 
Furrowed about three feet one way— harrowed and hoed once, and ploughed 
twice. This is the tenth successfre crop of potatoes raised on the same 
ground." 

Our croQs were all light — ^not near enough for home consumption. Wheat 
is worth in our county two dollars per bushel ; corn one dollar 5 oats fifty- 
six cents ; rye one dollar and twelve and a half eents ; potatoes one dollar and 
fifty cents, and hay eighteen dollars per ton. 

THOMAS PEARSON, President. 

J. W. Reynolds, Secretary, 



LEHIGH COUNTY. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State .Agricultural Society : 

The formation and permanent existence of an agricultural society in this 
county, which but three years ago was a doubtful experiment, is now an "ac^ 
cornplished fact," and the managers of the association take great pleasure in 
annouiicing to the public, that of its future prosperity and usefulness there is 
now no doubt. The first meeting on this subject was held in the court house, 
at Allentown, on Tuesday, the 5th day. of February, 185?r The meeting was 
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not large, but was composed of men who were convinced of the importance of 
the measure, and who were determined to effect it, if possible. Alter an ad- 
dress on the subject, by Robert E. Weight, Esq., the society was organized 
by electing as 

President — Edward Kohler, Esq, 

Vice Presidents — Paul BalHet, North Whitehall ; Henry Diefenderfer, Up- 
per Milford ; Benjamin S, Levan, Washington ; John Shiffert, Lower Ma- 
cungie ; John Lichtenwalner, Upper Macungie 5 John H. Helfrich, Weisen- 
burg 5 Joel Klptz, Lowhill 5 Joseph Moser, Lynn ; Charles Wittman, Upper 
Saucon^ Martin Kemmerer, Salisbury; Solomon L. Keck, Hanover; Godfrey 
Peter, Heidelberg; Augustus L. Rube, Allentown; Peter Troxell, Jr., South 
Whitehall ; George Beisel, Northampton. 

Becording Secretary — J. M. Line. 

Corresponding Secretary — ^David 0. Moser. 

Treasurer — Owen Schrieber. 

Chemist — Lewis Schmidt. 

Librarian — E. D. Leisenring. 

Preparations were made with considerable energy ''for the first exhibition, 
which was opened on Wednesday, the 7th day of October, continued for two 
days and was successful beyond the hopes of its warmest friends. The fair 
was held on the property of Messrs, Pretz & Weinsbeimer, in Allentown, 
where some three or four acr«B of ground were surrounded by canvass pur- 
•chased and presented to the society for this purpose, by the citizens of Allen* 
town. The articles exhibited were so numerous, and the crowd of visitors so 
large, that the managers were induced to make the institution a permanent 
one. 

They accordingly purchased the ground now owned by the society, in the 
township of South Whitehall, on the western border of Allentown ; and im- 
mediately commenced preparing for the second annual exhibition on the most 
liberal scale. 

The grounds, containing eight acres, were enclosed in a substantial fence ; 
a large building with extensive sheds, for the reception of the articles intended 
for exhibition, were erected, which though not finished in time, afforded con- 
venient, but by no means ample accommodation for those who attended on 
that occasion. The success which they then met with, encouraged a further 
expenditure, and the exhibition of 1854<, which has just closed, the transac- 
tions of whi^h are here recorded, was held in an enclosure and buildings, 
which we can safely say, for beauty and convenience, are not surpassed by 
any in this country. 

The site is on the most elevated spot near Allentown, overlooking the 
whole town, and the magnificent panorama of hills and vales which surround 
it. The space includes eight full acres, perfectly even, with a light inclina- 
tion towards the somh ; and is surrounded by a close fence eight feet high- 
The main entrance is on the south-west comer, opposite the northern termi- 
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nus of Sixth street ; at which point there is erected a most beautiful Swiss 
cottage, occupied by the person who has charge of the grounds, and used 
during the fair as a ticket office, and by the various committees appointed to 
award the premiums. Passing through the spacious gate-way, the eye is at 
once arrested by the main exhibition hall, a stately building one hundred feet 
Jong by fifty wide, and thirty feet high, surmounted by a splendid gallery or 
observatory ; with a heavy ornamental cornice a3id brackets surrounding the 
eaves and projecting gables — the whole exterior being neatly and tastefully 
painted. 

The appearance of this building, covered as it is during the exhibition, with 
flags and streamers, and of the observatory filled with spectators, is exceed- 
ingly beautiful. Passing along the western side of the enclosure, to the left 
of the main entrance, the first building met with is the poultry house, which 
is a neat ornamental building, one hundred and fifty feet long, by thirty feet 
wide. Beyond that on the same side, is the range of stabling for horses pre- 
sented for exhibition, two hundred feet long, by twenty feet wide, and fur- 
nished with every requisite accommodation. This building extends northward 
to about the middle of the western line. Beyond this, and occupying the 
northern half of the enclosure is a trotting circle, one thousand nine hundred 
feet in circumference, and fifty feet wide, enclosed on both sides by a sub- 
stantial fence, so constructed as to afibrd a full view of the course from fll 
points, while it effectually prevents all accidents that might happen to the 
spectators from unmanagable horses. Indeed, by a regulation of the society 
no horses are admitted on that part of the grounds appropriated to the use of 
the visitors. In the centre of the plot of ground which is inside the trotting 
course, there is a building eighty feet long, by thirty feet wide, (with an ob- 
servatory,) intended for the exhibition of pleasure carriages, &c. 

On the eastern side of the enclosure there is a building two hundred feet 
long, by twenty feet wide, intended for the exhibition of neat cattle, and 
adjoining it on the same side, are a row of pens, occupying two hundred and 
fifty feet in length, for the use of sheep and hogs. 

On the southern side, near the main entrance, are a row of well arranged 
restaurants, ten in number, which are readily disposed of, and produce a 
handsome return to the society for this investment. 

The ground on the southern side of the enclosure, and around the centre 
building, has been laid out most beautifully in walks and circles, along which 
several hundred choice shade trees have been planted, which when fully 
grown, will make this a most delightful promenade. Directly in front of the 
main building there ii^ a space left for a fountain, which in all probability will 
be finished by the next exhibition. 

In short, the whole thing is one that the county may be proud of, and 
which cannot fail to be for many years a source of rational pleasure and profit 
to our best citizens. We invite the aid of all good men in its behalf. 

EDWARD KOHLER, President. 
A. L. fiuHE, Secretary. • 
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At an annual meeting of the Lehigh County Agrieuhural Society, held at 
the house of Charles Ihrie, in the borough of Allentown, on Tuesday, the 
7th day of February, A. D. 1854, the following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year : 

Peesident — Edward Kohler. 

Vice Presidents. — A. G. Keninger, J. M. Line, J. G. Schimpf, Allcntown ; 
Charles Fiot, Salisbury; Charles Witman, U. Saucon; Aaron Dubs, L. Mil- 
ford; Charles Foster, U. Milford; Benjamin Jarret, L. Macungie; Hiram J. 
Schantz, U. Macungie; Jacob Grim, Weisenberg; Peter Weida, Lowhill; 
Samuel J. Kistler, Heidelberg ; Charles Peter, Washington; Paul Balliet, N. 
Whitehill ; Peter Troxel, S. Whitehill ; Solomon L. Keck, Hanover ; Samuel 
Thomas, Catasauqua ; Joseph Moser, Lynn. ^ 

Recoeding Seceetaey — A. L. Ruhe. 

CoEBESPONDiNG Seceetaey — Dr. D. O. Moser. 

Teeasuee'e — Owen L. Schreiber. 

Chemist — Lewis Klumpf. ' 

LiBEAEiAN — E. D. Leisenring. 

The success which the society met with during the two years of its exist- 
ence, encouraged a further expenditure. Preparations were made to finish 
the main exhibition hall, which last year was left unfinished; pleasure walks 
and circles were laid out and planted with shade trees ; the trotting course 
was enlarged ; a ticket office and a number of restaurants were built, and 
other improvements were made. According to previous notice, the third 
annual exhibition was opened on Wednesday, the 4th day of October,, apd 
continued for three days. The weather was exceedingly fine and pleasant 
throughout ; a shower on the day previous to the opening of the exhibition, 
settled the dustj which rendered the roads as agreeable as if pi^pared to 
cjrder. 

On Thursday afternoon, Robert E. Wright, Esq., delivered the third annual 
address, (which is hereto annexed,) and on Friday afternoon the Rev. Josiah 
Yeager delivered the closing address in the German language, in which the 
qalling and dignity of a farmer was ably discussed. 



AWARD OF PREMIUMS. 

The following is a list of the premiums awarded by the association at their 
annual exhibition of 1854, in accordance with the reports of the several com« 
mittees appointed for that purpose : 

No. 1. — ^FiELB Ceops. 

There ws^s no competition £or .tbe premiums offered by the society this year 
for field crops. 
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1 

No. 2. — Ho&sEs AND Mules. 

4 

Ths 4soinmittee infonn the soeiety that tke competition this year far exceeded 
that of last, and also that, in distributing the premiums, they found it exceed- 
infifly dif&cult, in some instances, to give their decision". A beautiful black 
mare, four years old, owned by Dr. Franklin B. Martin, a pair of carrii^ge 
horses owned by Jacob Stein, and a brood mare owned by Paul Balllet, are 
r^orted as deserving the notice of the public. 

For the best . stallion for heavy draught, to Levi Shelly, of Bodes 

county, nafiie of horse, *' Rockingham," seven years old. .... •.•.« |6 00 
Second .best, to William Walbert, name of hor^e, *< English," seven 

years old. . . •. • .\ .- .-• 1 . • •^- . . 3 00 

Btst brood mare, heavy draught, to Isaac Hartman, name of mare, 

" English," ...-.-^. . . ...... ..•-.... 4 00 

Second best, to Paul Balliet, name of mare, ^ Morgan," .••.•• 2 00 

Best stallion, quick draught, to George Beisel • ••.... 6 00 

Second best, to Jonas Wieant ■. # • • • •-« • • • , 2 00 

Best horse colt, between two and four years old, to Beuben Kline. . . 4 00 

Second best, to Isaac Hartman ....-• • . « ••.••• 2 00 

Best mare colt, between two and four years old, to Kobert Oberly.. . 4 00 

Second best, to Aaron Landis... ....• ..*•-•• .•..••-... •• ••• 2 00 

Best pair of farm horses, to Hiram J. Shantz. . , • ••. «...•• • 4 00 

Second best, to John Bortz • •, • 2 00 

Best pair of mules, to Andrew Keck • • • • « . t^.*^. 4 00 

Best pair of carriage horses, to Cttiarles Seagreaves. . , • ^.. • • • 4 00 

Second best, to Thomas Hoffman • • 2 00 

^pst gelding, between two and four years old, to Charles Seider. ... 3 00 

Second best, to Tiighman Kleppinger •• .».• 1 00 

Best suckling horse colt, to Paul Balliet, name /'General Taylor,". . 2 00 

Best road horse, to John L. Hoffman 3 00 

Second best, to Charles Kline •••.•••..•• 1 00 

Best speed horse, to Charles Witman • . ••..••.•« .-^^ 3 00 

Second best, to Robert Kramer.. • « « . ,..^-, 1 00 

No. 3.— Neat Cattle. 

The Committee on Cattle reported that in this branch of the farmer's 
wealth they already see a decided improvement since the formation of this 
society, the result, undoubtedly, of the information the members and visitors 
have obtained at these exhibitions. The display of cattle was Exceedingly 
fine. They especially notice those tentributed bj Charles SeagveaFes, John 
Bortz, Paul Balliet, George Beisel, Joseph Amey, Aaron Laiides, 'Charles W. 
Cooper, Owen L. Schreiber, William H. Gruber, John Gross, Hiram J. 
Schauta, David Mertz, Edward Schrsiber, William fit. Blumer,*Enos Eirdman, 
F* Newhafd and Christian Nicholas. 
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Owing to the very large number of some of the grades exhibited, the com* 
mittee foand it very difficult, in some cases, to decide which was entitled to 
the greatest praise ; bat after mature deliberation, awarded as follows : 

Best Devon bull, over three years, Charles Seagreaves .••.... |6 00 

Second best, Joseph Amey 3 CO 

Best Devon bull, under three years, C. W". Cooper , . ..,-, 4 00 

Second best, John Bortz - 2 00 

Best native bull, 0. L. Schreiber 4 00 

Second best, Paul'Balliet • 2 00 

Best Devon bull calf, under six months, John Bortz « • .^^^ 2 00 

Second best, John Gross • , • • t 1 00 

Best Durham cow, over three years, H. J. Schantz « . • t^. . . • • • 6 00 

Second best, Paul Balliet 4 00 

Best Devon cow, C. W. Cooper •• • » t*.^.. « ..• t^-. • • « • 6 00 

Second best, Charles Seagreaves , .«. • 4 00 

Best native cow, B. J. Schantz • •^^ 6 '00 

Second best, O. L. Schreiber • • . . . - • • • • .^^ 4 00 

Third best, David Mertz ,. 4 00 

Best Devon heifer, under three years, John Bortz. • • .^^^ • 3 00 

Second best, George Beisel • • • • • 2 00 

No. 4. — Sheep. 

Though the sheep presented were all of a good quality and blood, the num- 
ber was this year very limited. Premium^ were awarded as follows : 

Cotswald buck, Xenophon Kohler • $4 00 

Spanish mixed buck, Thomas Knecht 4 00 

Southdown and Lesterville. crossed, Paul Balliet « • «. 4 00 

Best pen of three ewes. Bake well, full blood, John Bortz.. » 4 00 

Second best, three ewes, Bakewell and Southdown, crossed 4 00 

lOn the following the committee recommended premiums as follows : 

For a Spanish mixed lamb, Thomas Knecht. ....•• •• • • » • t • $1 00 

T^o Cotswald lambs, Xenophon Kohler •««•.• 1 00 

One Southdown ewe, Christian Nicholas ..^.. « • •.. ..• 1 00 

One Southdown and Scottsville mixed ewe, Paul Balliet • • • 1 00 

No. 5. — Swine. 

There was but a small number of swine exhibited, but those wl^ich were 
here were' of a superior breed. 
For the best boar, Lestershire, six itfonths, twenty-four days old, 

' Hiram J. Shantz «..^^^ |2 00 

The best boar pig, Lestershire, thirteen weeks old, George Beisel. . . 2 00 
The best sow, Lestershire, six months, twentyrfoUr days old, Hiram 

J. Shantz ••• ...^ •....•. 2' Oa 
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The best, sow, Lestershire^ between two and six months old, George 

Beisel - 12 00 

The second best sow, Lester shire, between two and six months old, 

George Beisel «. • , • • • • • • • 1 00 

The best lot of pigs, between and over four weeks old, John Borte.. . 2 00 

The best pdrk hog, eighteen months old, Henry Roth 2 00 

The best pair pork hogs, twelve months old, William Baer 2 00 

No. 6. — Agricultural Products. 

The number of grain exhibitors was very small, and no oats came under the 
notice of the committee. Samuel A. Bridges, Esq., exhibited a small quantity 
of white wheat, which he received from the Patent Office, at Washington, and 
which, in the opinion of the committee, is of a very superior quality. Speci- 
mens can be had of A. L. Rhue, Secretary of the Society, by applying at his 
shoe store. The variety and quality of the potatoes was unusually fine, and 
the committee found it some instances, difficult to decide who was entitled to 
premium : 

For the best white wheat, Hiram J. Shantz ...* $1 00 

Troxell's wheat, Peter Troxeli, Jr Diploma. 

Best Med . wheat, Dr. John Romig |1 00 

Second best, John Bortz .*. •..♦••.. .Diploma. 

Best red wheat, Nathan Bauer |1 00 

Best rye, Owen Faust •»•••«..•• 1 00 

Best white rye, James Troxeli, Jr. . . . • , • 1 00 

Second best rye, Paul Balliet • Diploma. 

Next best, Hiram J. Shantz • • • ' .Diploma. 

Best yellow corn, William Grim |1 00 

Second best, Paul Balliet .Diploma. 

White rye, Peter Troxeli, Jr ^ Diploma. 

Red corn, Paul Balliet • . . • -• tDiploma. 

Best buckwheat, Peter Troxeli, Jr -^ . ^. ...- . |1 00 

Second best, William Weidner • • ••• .^. ••••...• • .Diploma. 

Best timothy seed, Joseph Wint •. $1 00 

Best clover seed, Joseph Wint • »• 1 00 

Best Mercer potatoes, William Weidner 1 00 

Best Pink-eyed potatoes, William Weidner ...,. .. . .^-... 1 00 

^ Red potatoes, extra, William Weidner , , • •• .Diploma. 

Be.st Irish potatoes, Peter Romig. * . , * . ...^ $1 00 

Best Christie potatoes, Benj. Jarret • • • • ... . • 1 00 

White Halifax potatoes, C. Pretz 1 00 

Pink-eyed potatoes,. Joseph Wint. ^. • . • . . . .Diploifla, 

Red Halifax potatoes, Jacob Hagenhuoh, • t .Diploma. 

Red Halifax potatoes^ William 'Grim ^ Diploma. 

Red potatoes, J. W. Engleman.^..., |1 00 
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Best sweet potatoes, John Metzger •••.•••#.• $1 00 

Seeond best, J. -W. Engleman.. • , . « •.•^^^ . « . .Diploma. 

Half dozen pumpkins, eushion, Joseph Wint - • • • • $1 00 

Large pumpkin, Stephen Lentz ....•• 1 00 

Do. do. Amandas Trexler • • • • Diploma. 

No. 7. — 'Agricultural Implements. 

The committee regret that the display of agricultural implements, thongh 
large, was still^not what is needed in this grain growing county, and would 
respectfully urge our mechanics to exhibit next year a greater display, be- 
lieving it to be to their own interest as well as those of the farming commu- 
nity. Premiums were awarded as follows : 

Charles Witman, of Upper Saucon, for a six mule team, full rigged. . $5 00 
Reuben Lawall, of Montour county, for a com plough and cultivator 

combined, No. 80 . . ..,^^ 1 00 

Jonas Weber, of Upper Macungie, and Charles Beitler, of Allentown, 
each exhibited highly finished and well made com ploughs, they 
being so alike in principle that the committee were unable to de- 
cide upon the nierits, as no opportunity was presented of testing 
them, they however recommend a premium to Jonas Weber for No. 

530 and 529 .-•...: 1^0 

Charles Beitler, for No . 829 1 0*^ 

Edward Kaauss, of Allentown, who exhibited two well made and 

highly finished ploughs , .»-••-•• ^^ 

Samuel Tin^man, of New Jersey, who exhibited two horse power 

corn shellers, one with a fan, and the other without it • ^^ 

David Lintz, of Hamburg, for. a. hand corn sheller, No. 176, Xandet's 

patent..,. _.. .- 1 "« 

Lee & Thompson^ of Chester county, for Allen's mower • • ^ 00 

Ben. Yeakel, of Berks county, for Hussey's mower and reaper ....*-.^^ ^ ^ 
Edward. Beck, of Allentown, for Maury's mower and reaper.. .. • •-• t ^ ^ 

Jacob Sterner, independent horse rake ••••.•.. • • • ^ 

Powell & Hagenbuch, of Allentown, for a highly finished and well 

made»threshing machine and separator r • . • ••• . . .... • ..•••- -• • " 

John Q. Cole, of Allentown^ for a very handsome churn and jack, aod 

other cedar ware. ..•••• •...«••.,•••• • • • • ^ 

Powell & Hagenbueh, of Allentown, for the best and greatest display ^ 
of agricultural implements, consisting of five difiierent ploughsi, of 
the manuiactare of Proutty &; MearB, Boston, three corn shellers, 
Ixand rakesy hay. £orks, revolving Jiorse Take, grain drill, Moore's 
patent, ^ 
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A grain drill, Pennock's .patent^ noxard. . . . ♦ ♦ ,^^. ♦ — .Dip*^**' 

Stroub&«BaUiet>of Milto3;i«.a]uroni;hopping. mill, for feeding ist^dc* .J)ipi<^^' 
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No. 8. — Manufactured Articles. 

The committee allude to the astonishing progress that has been made in 
the manufacture of carriages in our county. The art has been brought to 
such perfection that it is extremely difficult for any who are not coach makers 
to decide which are the best. 

Class Jfo. 1. 

For the .best two horse carriage, made by John Schitz $4 00 

For the best two oir four horse carriage, made by Lehr & Fried 4 00 

For the best oi\e<hovseaarriagey carved work, made by Robert Kramer 3 00 
For the -second best <me horse carriage, carved work, made by John 

:Schita.....,, ; 1 00 

For the .best one horse carriage, plain work, made by Thomas Heim- 

bach 2 00 

For the best display of finished leather, to W. K. & J. K. Mosser. ... 2 00 

For the second best display of finished leather, to Abraham H. Wint 1 00 

For the best set of double harness, to M. Biedler ..-. . . .... 2 00 

For the best set of single harness, to M. Biedler . ♦ , .^-, « • .^^^ • . • •• • 2 00 

For the best display of boots and shoes, to Young & Leh. . . . . ♦ -. •-• 2 00 

For the best display of hats, to Weider & Boyer. • • 2 00 

For the best display of ready made clothing, to Breinig, Neligh & 

Breinig .- 2 00 

For the best display of segars, to Bvan W. Eckert 2 00 

For the second best display of segars, to Charles H. Ruhe 1 00 

For the display of segars, exhibited by John F. Ruhe & Sons Diploma* 

• 

' Class JVo. 2. 

S. H. Price, for the best specimen of cabinet ware, manufactured by 

him *-^.^- • . -.- . f 2 00 

Solomon Blank. . ,.....,„ 2 00 

Mrs. Ferguson, for the best display of same -• .Diploma. 

Riess & Seiger, best display of Windsor chairs. . . . • * • ...^ • ........ $2 00 

Charles Brader, for a new and very superior pruning shears • 2 00 

David Mertz, best wheatflour , • .... * .....-..• % . . ..-• ...'......# 2 00 

H. J. Schantz, best rye flour ••- 2 00 

Do. do. corn -meal • -••• 1 00 

No. 9. — Garden Vegetables. 

The eommittee say that tb«y found many other speoimens wbU woiihy of 
notice and mention, particularly a lot of gold leaf onions exhibited by Mrs. 
M. Erdman, the eggplant and Mexican pumpkin^ of James Weiler, the sweet 
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pumpkins of Stephen Lentz and Jacob Hagenbuch, which were of unusual 
size, and the cabbage of Mr. Lewis Klumpf. 

For best display of vegetables, by Lewis Kiumpf.. . . • ', . $2 00 

Second best, Mrs. Albright 1 00 

Tomatoes, (yellow pear,) Joseph Wint 1 00 

Half bushel white onions, J. Slemmer ., •,'... 1 00 

Ked beets, William Jacoby . , 1 00 

Parsnips, J. B. Mosser • , ,... , , 1 00 

Long carrots, Edward Kohler •...••.,..••• ..^ 1 GO 

Cabbage, Thomas Knecht ..,..-. • 1 00 

Egg plants, John Metzger .. . , ,^- , •..,^^-t-« .... 1 00 

Squashes, Henry Loudenschlager , ..^^^^ , * 1 00 

Pumpkins, Robert Oberly ..•.-•• 1 00 

Celery, Miss Albright ..,, , . ...^.. ". 1 00 

Lima beans, John Metzger , 1 00 

No. 10. — Poultry. 

The exhibition in this line was excellent, and all the articles exhibited of a 
good quality and stock. They awarded the following premiums : 
Two pair of Brahma Pootra fowls. Dr. W. Wilson, of Bethlehem... . $1 00 

One pair Shanghais, James Weiler, best , 1 00 

One pair Shanghais, Manassa Beidler, second best • • .Fowl Breeder 

One pair Shanghais, John F. Rube & Sons, third best Fowl Breeder. 

One pair Cochin China, Hiram J. Shantz, best. . • . • $1 00 

One pair Cochin China, Hiram J. Shantz, second best .Fowl Breeder. 

Largest and best variety of poultry, John Bortz ..^^ . * .•-•..• $1 00 

One pair white Dorkings, E. R. Newhard, best. . , • • • 1 00 

One pair Irish game, E. W. Eckert, best « • •^.•. 1 00 

One pair English game, E. R. Newhard, best • 1 00 

One pair English game, C. Eckert, second best. ..•••.. ..•••-• .Fowl Breeder. 

One pair white turkeys, Peter Troxell, • • ^ • • • • • • • • • .Fowl Breeder. 

One pair large white geese, B. Slifer . ,.-•-•-# • • • • .Fowl Breeder. 

One pair top-knot ducks, (no com.) John Bortz. . * • .... . * . .-.-.. Fowl Breeder. 

One pair Rowan ducks, George Beisel # .Fowl Breeder. 

One pair white Bantams, John Bortz. « • .. .Fowl Breeder. 

One pair black Bantams, Lewis Mertz . . ...^^ ..^..^ .Fowl Breeder. 

One pair Creole chickens, William W. Weaver, best. $1 00 

One pair Creole chickens, E. W. Eckert, second best .....Fowl Breeder. 

Lot of Spanish fowls, Henry Laudenschlager. *..„.... Fowl Breeder. 

Best lot of Rough Neck pigeons, John Bortz. $1 00 

Second best, Lewis Mertz t . . . .Fowl Breeder. 

Second best variety of poultry, John W. H. Engelman, • .Fowl Breeder. 
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No. 11. — Dairy and Honey. 

The Committee on this branch of Home Department found a very handsome 
display of moulded butter, bat oaly one specimen of honey and cheese. They 
award as follows : 

Mrs. Weidner, for the best specimen of butter. . , , •- • • . . . $2 00 

M. D. Everhard, the second best « 1 00 

Mary Beisel, the third best. .•-• • .Diploma. » 

The butter of Mr. Joseph Wint and that of Mrs. Paul Balliet is de- 
serving of meritorious consideration. 
Mr. John Moll, for the best specimen of honey. $2 00 

A sample of potted cheese without name, is deserving of particular notice. 

No. 12.— Fruit. 

The Committee on Fruit report that they found the exhibition of fruit un- 
expectedly large and of the first order, considering the unfavorable season we 
have had ; showing an onward progress in fruit-cultivation among our citi- 
zens. They examined all the specimens on exhibition, with regard to beauty 
and quality, comprising the following samples : 

Jlpples. 

A good variety of meritorious apples from the garden of John J. 

Krauss, to which is awarded the first premium $1 00 

The second best variety on exhibition is from the garden of Charles 

Brader, deserving the second premium. , .Fruit Garden Companion. 

A variety of very good apples were exhibited by Peter Troxell, among 

which was found an apple which he names Main apple, which is 

decidedly the finest and best fall apple for culinary purposes on 

exhibition, deserving the first premium « $1 00 

A beautiful specimen of apples by Mrs. Dresher, of 4he quality of 

which we could not judge, it being evidently a late winter variety. 
A lot of Follawalter apples, by S. W. Burcaw, the best on exhibition, 

deserving the first premium , . « ...-•-•.^ 1 00 

Another fine lot of the same variety, by Nathan Berner, deserving 

second premium • Fruit Garden Companion. 

A third lot of the variety by Henry Miller, were propounced good 

considering the unfavorable season. 

Pears. 

For a lot of Bartlet pears, from the garden of Mr. Charles Keck, we 

award the first premium ., , . , $1 00 

The specimens being the most perfect and beautiful that we ever 

saw* We would on this occasion recommend this prime pear for 

general cnltivation ; it is a sure and profuse bearer, doing well in all 

soils, and not to be surpassed for beauty and size. 
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Specimens of the Duchess de Angouleme from the garden of A. J . 
Kit;?. This is the largest of all pears, attaining an enormous size. 
It is a very good late variety, yet scarce in this neighborhood-— d^ 
serves a general cultivation, and no fruit garden should be without 
it. The specimens on exhibition are of good size and very perfect, 
deserving the first premium of • |1 00 

Dogenne, (so labelled, but doubtful.) Fine specimens of a beautiful 
pear fronv the garden of Dr. Charles A* Martin. Second quality, 
second premium .Fruit Garden Companion. 

Winter pears, (name not known,) from the garden of Mr. John J. 
Krause. This pear we would recommend for general cultivation, 
it being a very good bearer, the fruit of excellent quality, keeping 
till spring. No orchard should be without this variety. We award 
it the first premium as a winter pear .•-.-.. « .-•-•-# $1 00 

Winter pears, two varieties, by Mr. Paul^alliet, of the merits of which 
the committee was not able to judge, the specimens being too hard 
and green. 

^ • Peaches* 

The exhibitors of this wholesome and delicious fruit are the following per- 
sons : John Lawall, J. A. Blumer, Charles Brader, Tilghman Stattler, Edward 
Kohler, George Stein, Chajles S. Bush. *A11 specimens on exhibition are of 
good quality and size, the following deserving the premiums : 

Malacatoons, John D. Lawall, first premium • $1 00 

Malacatoons, Jacob A. Blumer, second premium. . .Fruit Garden Companion. 

Morris White, C. S. Bush, first premium , . . - $1 ^0 

Seedlings, Tilgh. Stattler, first premium t • • ^ ^^ 

Seedlings, Edward Kohler, second premium .'Fruit Garden Companion. 

Plums, 

Huling's Superb, from the garden of Mr. Tilghman Stattler, large, and be^u- 
tiful — ^first premium. No competition. Award Fruit Garden Companion. 

Quinces. 

The specimens of quinces on exhibition were extraordinarily fine, and the 
committee remark, that there being always a deficiency of quinces in tne 
markets of our larger cities, and our soil being admirably adapted to tneir 
growth, it would be as well a source of profit and accommodation as pleasor 
to raise this fruit in greater abundanoe. As soon as the railroads not* i 
progress are finished, it will find a ready and good market. 

The committee were at a loss how to designate the best lot on exhibition) 
there being three or four lots of equal beauty. The exhibitors are Messrs. 
William Dech, Edward Kohler, C. S- Bush, Charles Keck, Stephen Lentz, 
James W. Wilson, Mrs. Dreshct, and Daniel Beis«l. We repeal that all i^ 
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^pecim^ns were extraordinariiy fine, and tiiat we would ratber plead ineom- 
petency, than not do justice to the highest merit. 

We award the first- premium to Stephen Lentz . . • < • »•••••.• $} 00 

The second best to WiHiam Dech. •••..«.••••#. .Fruit Grardea Companion. ' 

Grapes. 

Catawba, best specimen, Charles Brader, first premium. $1 00 

Isabella, best and finest on exhibition, Dr. C. H. Martin, first premiom^ 1 06 

For the second best, Paul Balliet,. • .•• «. Fruit Garden Companion. 

A beautiful lot on exhibition from the garden of Mr. A. L» Ruhe, were not 
ripe. There area few more specimens on exhibition, which are, however, 
rather imperfect, owing to the unfavorable season. 

Paw- Paw. 

One specimen on exhibition by Mr. John Sehantz. This is a very good 

fruit and deserves a more general cultivation. • We award to Mr. Sehantz a 

premium of Fruit Garden Companion. 

• * 

No. 13. — Ladies' Work. 

The committee remark that in some articlet they'found a full variety, while 

in others it was not such as could reasonably have been expected. Of some 

articles there were but one of the kind, and consequently no competition. 

They hope, however, that hereafter the deficiency may be supptied. 

* 
Class Jfo. 1. 

For the best cotton bed quilt, first premium to Miss Susan Balliet, of 

North Whitehall $1 00 

Second best, to Mrs. Weidner, of Saucon Diploma. 

Other quilts placed on exhibition, by Mr. Platz, of. South Whitehall, Mrs. 
Edwin Saeger, of Allentown, and Mrs. Shaffer, of AUentown, were very hand- 
some and entitled to a great deal of credit. 
For the best coverlet, the committee award the first premium to Mrs. 

Nathun Shaflfer, of Allentown $1 00 

The second best, to Miss Sabina Balliet, of North Whitehall • .Diploma. 

The coverlets presented by Mr. Daniel J. Ehoads, of South Whitehall, Miss 
Josephine Balliet, of North Whitehall, and a variety of coverlets of Henry 
Gabriel, of Allentown, were all excellent articles and entitled to favor. 

The best pair home made blankets, are those of Mr. Daniel J. Rhoads, of 
North Whitehall. 
For the best display of bed clothing, we award the first premium to 

Mr. Henry Gabriel, of Allentown, his display being excellent $1 00 

For the best rag carpet, we award the first premium to Mrs. Margaret 

Erdman; of Bucks county . . .. ,. ••....•••••...... 1 00 
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Second best, to Mrs. P^ul 6a]l]et, of North Whitehall • •'• i . . . .Diploma. 

Other rag carpets, presented by Mr. Daniel Weiss, of Allentown, Mrs. C. 
A. Ruhe, of Allentown, Mr. David Long, of Allehtown, were truly excellent 
articles, and the committee recommend them to special favor. - 
For the best domestic flannel, the first premium to Mr. Henry Gabriel, 

of Allentown .-^ ^.^^ ..«••• $1 00 

Second best, to Mr. Daniel J. Rhoads, of North Whitehall Diploma. 

A piece •f domestic flannel, presented by Mrs. Paul Balliet, of North White- 
hall, wtis a good article and entitled to praise. 
For the best chair cover, the first premium to Miss Amanda Yeager, 

of Allentown , ^.. |1 00 

Class JVo. 2. 

Mrs. Wey, ottoman • Diptoma. 

Ann Wilson, chair worsted work Diploma. 

Wilt & Miller, fly brushes $ 1 00 

Wilt & Miller, fan and feathers «•...., Diploma. 

Mrs. Wey, hair work ...••••• Diploma. 

Mrs. Metzger, hair work, first premium $ 1 00 

Sarah Ritter, bonnets, first ppemium • , , 1 00 

Sarah Ritter, worked slippers, meritorious. 

Amanda Yeager, worsted work, first premium • . . 1 00 

Mrs. Dresher, lace veil. 

A. Smoyer, sampler, meritorious. 

Maria Eb«rhard, sampler, handsome. 

Beisel & Stein, caps Diploma. 

Jb)|nma M. Saeger, worsted socks ...^^^ . . . .Diploma. 

Mary M. Stopp, lamp mat Diploma. 

Mary M. Stopp, caps Diploma. 

G. M. Fretz, cake mat. . « .*..... • • Diploma. 

Elemina Balliet, lamp mat . . . ••.« « Diploma^ 

Catharine Balliet, lamp mat Diploma. 

Mrs. Abele, toilet cushion «..••• # • • • ^ . • .^ ^ • • .Diploma. 

Mrs. Abele, reception chair cover. . • • ••...•••.........•• .Diploma. 

Mrs. Ab'ele, screen stands • ^ Diploma. 

Amanda Balliet, worked basket .Diploma. 

R. H. Beisel, needle work •••.......... «... .Diploma. 

fi. H. Beisel, darned stockings. • .Diploma. 

Mrs. Gushing, embroidery •....«. ..,^^ . . . .•-. Diploma. 

Maria German, needle work .^ $1 00 

Maria German, bureau «.•-• Diploma. 

Ann Maddern, tidy , ....•• ....^ Diploma. 
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No. 4). — Natural and Artificial FloweIis. 

For the best display of natural flowers and plants, an orange tree, ex- 
hibited by W. H. Seip. :. $1 Oa 

Second best, several Oleanders, exhibited by C. A. Ruhe Diploma. 

Best display of artificial flowers, two vases of beautiful flowers, Mrs. 

Walker $1 00 

Second best, a flower basket, Maria Eberhard « • .^^^ . . • • ..Diploma. 

For the best display of wax flowers, Elizabeth Troxell .«..• • . , $1 00 

Second best, Susanna Weiss. • .,.. ..• • ....• ».• ••^.•Diploma; 

For the best collection of dahlias, Mrs. A. Spinner $1 00 

Second best collection of dahlias, Mrs. Cole ..Diploma. 

For the best collection of roses, a bouquet, no name. . . . • • )1 00 

The committee mention as worthy of special notice, an Egyptian calico 

flow9r, a strange and interesting plant, exhibited by R. Jacoby. 
A beautiful variety of ladies' ear-drops, exhibited by Miss Rosensteel. 
A neatly arranged collection of sea mosses, exhibited by J. Peabody. 
A Palm plant, exhibited by Elizabeth Moll. 

A beautiful collection of flowers, by Mrs. JBrdman, of Bucks county. 
Several roses, exhibited by S. Blank. 
No. 65, a pretty collection of flowers, especially an ear-drop. 

No. 15. — ^HOMB DSPABTMENT, 

Two jars of jelly, Peter Troxell ,.. , $1 00 

Two jars of preserved quinces, Mrs. J. Roney ., 1 00 

One jar quince jelly, Mrs. Ruhe .... ..,...♦ , , ,...,.. ,.,., 1 00 

One jar grape do. do , , ,.,., , , ..„,^ , , , , 1 00 

Soda cake, Susan Balliet ^ , .^^. ^^ 1 00 

Lot preserves and pickles, J. W. Wilson . . ,.,.... . . . ..... , ... ,^., ,., ..,.,., 1 00 

One bottle white currant wine, J. D. Baring ^ 1 00 

One loaf wheat bread, Solomon Blank .,., 1 00 

One loaf rye bread, JJlrs. Paul Balliet , ,, 1 00 

One sponge cake, Emma C. Ruhe .*.•..,.,.. 1 00 

One bottle red currant wine, A. H. Wint « , , , ...., 1 00 

' One jar preserved peaches, Margaret Erdman. . « 1 09 

The committee particularly notice one plate pot cheese, and one plate of 
rusks. No 65, without name of contributor. Also, 
Mrs. Aaron Spinner, loaf of wheat bread. 

<< Hiram J. Schantz do. do. 

«< Paul Balliet, do. do. 

" J. D. Barring, do. , do. 

bak«d by steam. 
Mrs. Joseph Wint, ryp bread. 

" Hiram J. Sohaat^i rye br^d. 
13 
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Mrs. Peter Troxell, sponge cake. 

" Peter Troxell, pickled fruit. 

<< Jacob Ruhe, pickled pears. 
Miss Elizabeth Moll, pickled fruit. 

*^ Lydia Moll, sponge cake. 
John P. Goundie, blackberry wine. 

No. 16. — Ploughing Match. 

Peter Troxell • ^00 

There was no competitor. 

No. 17. — Non-enumerated Articles. 

The Committee on Non-enumerated articles, respectfully beg leave to report 

the following articles, viz : 

For an iron pump, by Joseph Shiffert, of Allentown, a very useful 

article, a premium of $2 00 

Lewis Wolf, for a patent iron pump, Ease's Diplonta. 

Jacob Ruhe, Jr., for a hog gallows . . , $1 00 

T. Stattlcr, of Allentown, for a handsome set of Rockaway wheels. .Diploma. 

Joseph Meyer, Saucon Valley, for two carpenter puzzels.. ., .Diploma. 

Lewis C. Smith, of Slatirjgton, for two very handsome and highly 
wrought slate mantles, manufactured in Lehigh county, the imita- 
tion of finest marble, is most perfect $2 00 

A. B. Carlin, of Allentown, for a lot of machine-made carriage wheel 

spokes «.*.•. ■•-« Diploma. 

C. Arnold, of Allentown, for a lot of bent carriage fellows Diploma. 

fialliet & Graff, of North Whitehall, Jot of roofing slate. Union slate 
^ quarry Diploma. 

Leh & Fryman, lot of roofing slate » Diploma. 

C« Rose, of Allentown, for two handsome window blinds, from his 
factory ...... ..— -. , , ..Diploma. 

Edwin Saeger, of Allentown, for a lot of toys, &c. . • , , Diploma. 

G. S. Massey, Joseph Ilko and George Stein, of Allentown, for man- 
tle and ornamental clocks, each a -^ • • .^...^ • Diploma. 

T. J. Hoffman, of Trexlertown, for a cage and pair of Java sparrows, 
Tery rare and beautiful • ,-• • * • • • • •••••... .Diploma* 

John C. Malthaner, of Bethlehem, for a highly toned and well finished 

piano, diploma and. « . ..«^^ $2 00 

Simon Sweitzer, of Allentown, for a handsome piano, diploma and.. . 1 00 

S. Burcaw, of Allentown, for a lot of handsome Daguerreotypes. . . .Diploma. 

Mrs. A. Spinner, of Salisbury, for two very handsome shell baskets. Diploma. 

Wilt & Miller, of Allentown, for a lot of splendid feather fly fans.. .Diploma. 
H. J. Schantz, of Upper Macungie, exhibited a cage of flying squirrels. 
Wm. Hey, of Allentown, a case of very handsomely bound hoeks* 
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E. Kohlier, Esq., of North Whitehall, exhibited a lot of continental money, 
of all denominations. 

Edwin Saeger and A. C. Pretz, both of Allentown, each exhibited a vase of 
handsome gold fish. 

P. Pretz, of Allentown, exhibited a case of well selected minerals. 

Henry ISteinberger, of Allentown, exhibited a gun one hundred and thirty 
years old. 

Francis Weidner, of Upper Macungie, exhibited an air gun. 

The committee found a lot of splendid whip stocks to which no card was 
attached ; also a lot of Indian wrought beed mocassins, reticule, &c. 

A petrified turtle was exhibited by O. L. Schreiber, of South Whitehall. 

Also a lot of mineral specimens, by a gentleman from Bucks county, name 
not known. 



ADDRESS 
Delivered by R, E, Wright^ before the Lehigh County .Agricultural Society. 

When one of England's earliest and most accomplished architects was called 
to his eternal home, closing in honored peacefulness a long, laborious and 
most useful life among his fellow men, his host of friends who gloried in the 
fame he had acquired, and wished to hand it down to after ages in all its* 
greatness, reared it is said, over his last resting place a simple marble tablet, 
on which, for answer to any that might inquire what he had done while here, 
was oarved the word circumspice. No fulsome labored epitE|{)h was written,, 
no long eulogium was needed; for all around, throughout the length and. 
breadth of that renowned and proud old city, the lofty spires, and massive 
walls of many a noble temple, which his intellect had planned, and his un- 
equalled skill and industry had completed, towered towards the heavens ; 
while close around the spot in which his body was consigned to earth, rose 
stately pillar, shaft, and architrae of his creation, and high above it, in all its 
beautiful and gorgeous grandeur, hung the stupenduous dome which he had 
poised in air, (then and ever since a wonder of the world,) the proudest nfonu- 
ment that most unbounded reverence could hope to rear, or wildest love of 
earthly fame aspire to. 

With feelings something akin to those which inspired the simple but ex- 
pressive word in which this great man's fame is thus recorded, can you ladies 
and gentlemen in answer to any who may ask this day : What has thiis asso* 
ciation done 1 reply "LooA: around you.'*'' It is not long, not very long, since 
in answer to a call somewhat extensively promulgated in the county, that a 
few choice spirits met for a single hour to discuss, not the propriety but the 
possibility of forming an Agricultural Society in Lehigh county. I remember 
well how few there were, for it was my fortune to address that meeting and 
to present as best I could some reasons why it shomlj^ at least be attempted. 
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What was then said has passed away; The words, the thpughti^ are dcmbt- 
less all forgotten. What was then done was not so evanesceat* The seed 
then sown has flourished well, and for its fruit look ground you. This asso- 
ciation had no youth. 

The change fcom infancy to maturity was the only one which it experienced. 

Springing from an origin as feehle and as humhle as can well be imagined, 
it has with one mighty bound, vaulted into a position that is far beyond the 
wildest expectations of its most sanguine friends : and, checked by no obstacle, 
retarded by no thwarting power, it stands to-day beside the best and oldest 
in the Commonwealth. 

This spacious and admirably arranged enclosure — these imposing and 
attractive structures that have as it were by magic risen up within it — their 
numerous, varied, and valuable contents, and the vast crowd of admiring 
spectators that annually grace it with their presence ; all unite in attesting 
the energy which has guided, and the success which has attended the move- 
ments of this association. 

The cherished thought of the few, who with such earnest hopeful spirits 
gathered around the birth of this enterprise, is now the favorite idea of the 
many. Where there was a single voice to greet its advent, there are thou- 
sands to encourage its onward and upward progress, and now, with a past 
that is darkened by no disaster — a present that is without alloy — ^and a future 
that is clear and bright before us, we have assembled here, presenting to the 
public our third annual exhibition. 

Nor is there any lack of encouragement from without the pale of member- 
ship. Our best and most influential citizens are with us now. The agricul- 
turalist finds here an appropriate stage on which to exhibit the triumphs of his 
skill at home. Our merchants and manufacturers surround and sustain it, as 
an enterprise that is well entitled to their warmest support, ministering, as 
it does, to their best interests— our merchants aiid professional men, both 
clerical and lay see in it a nucleous, around which may flourish in perrenial 
beauty, the warmest and kindliest feelings and sympathies of our nature— a 
centre point about which for many, many years to come, may revolve in har- 
monious interlacing orbits the best and most important interests of this com- 
munity. 

Age with hoary head and ripened judgment, is here to hallow this scene 
with its venerated presence. Youth with warm and generous impulse is here, 
to enliven it with its vigorous animation — and women, too, both old and 
young ; our mothers and our daughters, our sweet-hearts and our sweet wives, 
are here to brighten it with their loveliness, adorn it with the oflerings of their 
taste and skill — ^to cheer us with their approving smiles, and as in the days 
of ancient errantry (happily for the world so long gone by) to decorate the 
weapons of our social warfare with flower wreaths woven by the hand of 
beauty. 
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Here then we stand. On this piroud eminence we can pause ; and from 
that which is present, and that which has gone by, see something of that 
which is to come. 

I have said that the future is clear and bright before us. It is so, and it 
will remain so if we are true to ourselves. If ever clouds and darkness hang 
on our horizon — ^they will arise from within this enclosure. If our energies 
shall ever become paralyzed, our progress ever be impeded, or our usefulness 
ever impaired, it will be because we have departed from our true course, and 
forgotten the lessons which we have thus far learned "and practiced. And 
when we do this, we shall deserve our fate, and sink into an oblivion that will 
be alike merited by us, and advantageous to the community. 

But if on the other hand, this association shall continue to be controlled 
by counsels wise as those by which it has hitherto been guided — if, holding 
as of little value, tbe glitter and tinsel with which it is but common to sur- 
round the operations of such associations ; they in whose hands the destinies 
of this society are placed, shall aim, in all that they do, at that which is 
practically useful, it may and undoubtedly will remain, one of the permanent 
institutions of the county. 

But in the midst of this congratulation, and the past and present causes for 
it, let us not for one moment entertain the thought, that our work is now^ 
accomplished, and the day for enjoyment arrived ; that because our annual 
festivals are so brilliant and successful, we have nothing more to do. No 
error could be more fatal. Mueh as we have done, much more remains to be 
accomplished. What this association has learned and taught to others — 
what we have made our own, or of aur own, added to the common stock, is 
nothing, compared with that which we may yet acquire and impart. We 
have been active, we have been successful, but vm have only ^^gathereda few 
shells on the shore while the great ocean" of agricultural knowledge <Oies 
unexplored before us." 

Unless therefore we resolve as an association to pursue steadily, and as far 
as possible, the career on which we have entered — unless, too, each member 
shall feel, that on him rests the dcfty of adding to this common stock of agri- 
•cultural knowledge — ^that while he is resolved that what is known by his 
contemporaries he tirill know, what is successfully done by others in this 
science, he will do — while he is determined to draw for his own purposes 
whatever he can, from the gr^t and annually increasing treasury of agricul- 
tural wisdom, he will not fail annually to add his mite to this same treasury 
for the use of others i unless 1 repeat, this spirit be found among us, we shall 
maintain our associated existeinee in vain, and ^*E^end our strength for naught." 

For I need not surely say to you that the science of agriculture is one that 
is growing as well as great — ^that it is the youngest and most •vigorous, as 
well as the oldest of alfthe arts, or thact while it was the first and chief em- 
ployment of the rescued remnant of the old world when cheered by the hope 
inspiring hues of the first rainbow, they descended from their ark upon the 
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misty mountains and fertile valleys of the new ; it will beyond all doubt occupy 
and bless their descendants "iTo the last syllable of recorded time,^^ Nor need 1 
tell you that it is one which is susceptible of almost endless improvement — 
that while the wants of the wildest savage are amply supplied by the applica- 
tion of its simplest principles, it is also capable of ministering to the most 
luxurious wants, ancl of occupying to the fullest extent, the brightest intellects 
of the most refined and accomplished of the human race. 

For so £ood is God, and so wisely has he made the world, that while* it 
may lie^ as it doubtless hath lain for ages, useless and unproductive without 
decay, it is capable also of supplying the wants of any amount of animal life 
that can by any possibility came upon its surface, without exhaustion. Nay, 
so profoundly wiise is its construction, that its productions ever keep pace 
with the advancing civilization and expanding intellect of man, so that ju^t 
in proportion as he is wise, will all subordinate animal and vegetable life ad- 
vance and improve, meeting and supplying most fully and appropriately all 
his increasing wants and wishes. 

*^ Foi the world was made for man, and man for heaven." The three king- 
doms of nature are his kingdoms, all of which are more or less under his 
control and intended for his use. Over the mineral kingdom, his power, 
though great, is circumscribed; over the vegetable world, it is almost un- 
limited. He may combine, and change, and use the former, almost at will, 
but he can neither improve the quality or increase the quantity of its pro- 
ducts, because it is the basis of the other two, to one of which he himself 
•belongs ; and because the nature of its component atoms, and the Jaws by 
which they are combined, are beyond the reach of any thing but creative 
power. 

But over the vegetable kingdom, which springs from the bosom of the 
mineral, for the support of the animal, his control is only limited by his 
iaiowledge of the laws by which it lives, and the wisdom or weakness with, 
which he uses this knowledge. 

The quantity and quality of all vegetable productions depend on what is 
called cultivation; this, in its turn, depends on the knowledge which the 
cultivator has of the laws which regulate their existence ; and as all that God 
has made partakes of the infinity of his perfections, for the simple reasoa 
that it is his work — ^n out-birth of himself — and cannot therefore be imper- 
fect, it follows, that the more we know of these laws, and the better we learii 
to apply them, the nearer sdiall we approach that perfection of which they ore 
susceptible. 

That this proposition is true, must on reflection be evident to every one ; 
but if proof be wanted, the world is full of it. 

The presQ^t state of the whole science of agriculture, as compared with 
its condition not many years ago, as well as the changes that have been made 
in particular instances, proves it. For example, the admirably, highly fla-^ 
▼ored and annually improving apple of the present time, was once a bitter^ 
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unsightly and disgusting crab. The luscious peachy of which each year seems 
to produce a new and -still more delightful variety, was once a bitter almond, 
the juice of which was used to poison the arrows used in the warfare of the 
then savage world. The potato, which now feeds half the- civilized world, 
was once an insignificant root, unfit for the use of man or beast. The changes 
which have taken place in these and a thousand other things that might be 
named, is the result of cultivation, which I have before said is nothing more 
than the rational application of the knowledge which we have acquired (either 
by accident or experiment) respecting the laws which regulate their life. If 
such results have been the consequence of what man now knows — if the pro- 
ducts of the vegetable world have thus far kept pace with the improvements 
of the human race — who will limit the one more than the other % or who that 
believes, as I do, that man can never reach his ne plus ultra here, or live and 
yet cease to learn, c^n at the same time believe that things which have thus 
far kept side by side, will ever cease to do so '^ 

It follows then, from this, that progress in the art of agriculture, in all its 
branches, depends almost entirely on ourselves. That we have the power to 
stand still, to go backward, or to advance — that the only way to advance is 
to acquire knowledge — and that he who knows and does the most, will always 
efiTect the most. To foster and disseminate this kind of knowledge, should 
be the mission of this association. Toward that perfection of which I have 
spoken, every individual member of it should direct his steps ; until the care- 
lessness that has disgraced us and the ignorance that has hitherto retarded 
our real progress, shall have been banished from our borders, and our land be 
filled with model farms and model farmers. 

I am not much of a practical agriculturalist. We cannojt all be independent. 
Indeed it is as well, perhaps, that we cannot be so ; for, from the very nature 
of the world, as it is wisely made, there must be a consuming as well as a 
producing class. Belonging to the former somewhat exclusively, I may not 
be competent to speak tipon the means by which this desired result may best 
be produced. But I have in my mental eye a portrait of what a model farmer 
should be — a class of men that grow up rapidly around these associations— 
which this association should endeavor to create, and which I doubt not will 
increase most rapidly among us hereafter. Bear with me if my sketch be 
rude, and pardon me if some lin^s be drawn too strongly. 

A model farmer, then, such an one as agricultural societies create, is one 
who cares a good deal more for the quality than he does for the quantity of 
his land. He does not believe much in spreading his labor over two hundred 
acres, when, by confining it to half the quantity, he can double the produce. 
Like a well made plough, he never takes on more than he can turn over. He ' 
thinks that the interest of purchase money, and taxes and fences on a farm of 
A moderate siae, are well laid, out — because every foot that is fenced and paid 
ifor is productive— rand that it is folly to pay purchase money, interest, taxes 
mud fencing, .for that which he cannot properly use* He thinks more of the 
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d^th of his farm than. he does of its length and breadth; and while his neigh- 
bors spread themselves over a large and profitless surface of the earth, he 
goes towards the centre, and finds profit in so doing. There is a good deal 
of the error here indicated, in this part of our State ; but thanks to the laws 
of Pennsylvania, relative to the partition of real estate by the orphans' 
court, it is rapidly passing away, i know one farm in this county, divided 
some years ago into four parts, among the heirs of the former owner, each 
part of which produces now more than the whole tract did whed together. . 

A model farmer is one who will understand thoroughly the nature of the 
soil he lives on, and will know exactly how to manage it. Soils he knows 
are of various kinds, in order that the productions of the vegetable world 
may be various also. Some, even on the same farm, are heavy, others light 
and sandy 5 some wet, others dry 5 some fertile and productive almost to 
excess, others nearly barren ; and he concludes, from this, that the same cul- 
tivation must not be applied to all. Every farmer, no matter how ignorant, 
knows this fact by experience, often very dearly purchased, and, by a kind of 
guess work, adopts his mode of cultivation to the nature of his soil. But the 
true agriculturalist knows, with chemical exactness, the peculiar properties of 
each particular soil on his farm — ^knows, too, wherein each is deficient, how 
to make them alike fruitful, and, consequently, has not an unproductive field 
in his possession. Like Judge Buel, of New York, he can take up a tract of 
barren sand, on which no man ever saw a weed or blade of grass, and can by 
analysis find out just what is wanting to make it productive, apply the proper 
article, and in a year or two convert the sand bank into a garden lovely and 
fertile as that of Eden.. 

If the model farmer owns a farm, he owns the whole of it. His lawyer 
tells him that it is his, down to the centre of the earth, and houses just as 
much of it in that direction as he can get at. He does not, as is generally th* 
faidiion, act as if his farm was only six inches thick. 

O, I have seen farmers, and so have you, who, except when they sink a 
well or cistern, or dig a milk cellar, seem, by their mode of using their farms, 
as if they thought that all of it below the first six inches belonged to some- 
body else. Men who would just as soon think of crossing a neighbor's line 
fence, as of allowing their ploughs to touch the land of this imaginary neigh- 
bor, whose valuable farm lay idle and uncultivated just seven inches deeper 
than their own. One might suppose that this ultra honesty would wear away 
in time with some of them, especially when the wives and daughters of these 
men, having no such shallow notions, dig down in the kitchen garden usually 
as deep as the spade will go^ and produce, in consequence of it, about ten 
times as much as their husbands and fathers do on the same extent of surface. 
But no, all this is of no avail. True to the old rule, no sooner does th« 
plough by accident dip below this point, than up goes the nose of the coulter^ 
as if some sin had been committed, some trespass on another man's ground. 
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until at length the poor tortured surface is worn oat and sleeps in death, upon 
the mass of rich land which lies undisturbed below it. 

The ^'Agricultural Society" farmer does not do this. He u^es all that he 
owns, and goes just as deep into his land as the longest agricultural imple- 
ment will penetrate. 

Again, the real agriculturalist never plants the same thing twice in succes- 
sion in the same field. 

He knows that although some crops fertilize, most of them exhaust the soil. 
Most farmers know this, but the model farmer knows also that all crops are 
not alike in this particular, that they neither exhaust the land alike, nor ab- 
stract from it the same substances ; and that therefore while one kind of plant 
may completely exhaijst the soil of its particular food, enough may remain to 
produce luxuriantly a plant of a different kind. He knows also that each plant 
that grows discharges at its root a substance which, while it is food for one of 
a different kind, is poisonous to those of the same nature. He knows too that 
every plant has its peculiar tribe of predatory insects, and knowing all this, 
by a judicious rotation of crops, he avoids that which is such a blot upon the 
fairest portion of the south, a farm of worn out fields. 

\ The farmer which I have in my mental eye looks also with care to his live 
stock, and has on his farm, or endeavors to have, the very best breed that can 
be found. When we reflect on the vast difference that there is betw'een the 
labor and produce of good and bad stock ; while the expense of keeping them 
is about the same ^ is it not painful' to see so many anatomical horses, so many 
melancholy consumptive looking cows, such herds of ragged sheep, and "alii- 
gator" hogs as we do see scattered up and down the land % There has been a 

great improvement in this particular here, but the room for improvement is 

> - ■ 

still greater, and one of the principal uses of this association will be to en- 
courage, and aid its members in this most important work. Its funds can be> 
invested in nothing better than the purchase of specimens of the best stock, at 
almost any price. 

In the matter of dairy produce, too, the true agriculturalist is active, and in 
this item is far in advance of the farmers in this county generally. It is re- 
markable that in a matter where we might slsind firsty we are nearly last. Our 
splendid streams and rich meadows and low lands fit us eminently for this 
kind of produce, and yet with a few exceptions what stuff we have* 

First quality butter is rarely if ever seen in market — the worst is plentiful 
enough, all owing to sheer carelessness or neglect. And as for cheese, we 
make but one kind, and that like ourselves is ''Dutch," a very good and 
pleasant thing, I doubt not, for those who like it, but which it would seem 
eannot make its way in the world abroad, notwithstanding its age and well 
known strength. 1 hazard the prediction, that if properly attended to, par- 
ticularly now since we are about to be connected by railroad with the two 
greatest cities in the country, the revenue that might be derived from this 
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source, would in a few years be equal to that derived from any thing that w* 
produce. 

In the matter of fruits, the model farmer is most particular. The love for 
nature in her artless and uncultivated simplicity and beauty is a very fine 
thing, but like other fine things it may be carried too far, and it seems to me 
that there is rather an excess of it here. Our county is very full of orchards, 
almost every variety of fruit may be found here, for nature has been very kind 
to us ; but with a few exceptions what wretched stuff we have. Apples almost 
as large and as hard as hickory nuts — ^peaches whose beauty is but skin deep, 
being little else than skin and stone — cherries that might pass for huckle- 
berries if they were not so bitter, with other fruit to match — the ragged trees 
that bear them encumbering the ground on which they igrow. This is all very 
wrong, and is never allowed by any educated farmer. * He who plants a tree 
simply because it is a tree, without caring for its quality and selecting the 
very best of the kind that can be found, is guilty of a fraud on posterity, is no 
wiser than his grand-father was, and is in the emphatic but somewhat modi- 
fied language of the scripture proverb, "planting sour grapes that his chil- 
dren's teeth may be set on edge." 

Another matter never fails to receive the attention of the model farmer, to 
wit: the free use of proper agricultural machinery. I am Jaware that there is 
a deep JTOoted prejudice here against what are called " Yankee Notions," and 
am not sure that there is no reason for it. A good deal of money has been 
thrown away on labor saving machinery, that when tried was found to save 
neither labor, time, nor money. There is scarcely an old farm in the county, 
around which you may not see the fossil remains of some curious antedilu- 
vian combination of wheels and pinions, cogs and levers, intended as plough- 
ing, or planting, or threshing machines ; which were never of use to any one 
but to the man who made and sold them; and which are carefully hung up 
and preserved by the "o/c? man^^ as beacons to warn the green and rising gen- 
eration of the folly of wasting their money on new fangled Yankee inventions. 

All this is true, and worth regardiqg too. But there is a point at which 
prejudice must stop or the world will leave us behind them. For the man 
who now sows his grain without a drill — who perfers the sickle and the cradle 
to the modern reaper, the scythe to the mowing machine, and the eel skin 
hickory flail to the threshing machine — who true to the old school shells his 
corn with a fire shovel over a wash tub, instead of using the modern corn 
sheller, will find out before he is much older, that in the quality and quantity 
of his crops — ^the celerity of his harvesting, and the prompt conversion of his 
produce into money, that he is far behind the man who makes a judicious use 
of inventions that are really useful. One thing more and 1 will close. If ther« 
be any man in the world who can and ought to live most comfortably, it is in 
my opinion the farmer ; and the model farmer that I have been speaking of 
does live so. His dwelling house, hie home, and the grounds around it are 
models not of luxury (he has too muck sense for that) but of rustic beauty. 
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comfort and convenience. But how few such homes do you find. Farms 
neatly laid out, fences and fixtures that are perfect — ^barns and out-houses that 
are models of neatness are very common every where in Pennsylvania. But 
houses of the same character are seldom met with. How common a things is 
it, as you approach a model farm to see an immense brick barn eighty or an 
hundred feet long, as large and as fine as a meeting house — furnished with all 
the skill that rural taste can suggest — a cattle yard close by, with every im- 
aginable convenience in and near it — a well finished comfortable pig and poul- 
try bouse ; with a neat marble slab built in front of the main building on which 
there is an inscription informing all that rea^ that << John sombody and his 
wife " have munificently erected all these fine buildings for the accommoda- 
tion of their horses, cows, and their cattle. While away off by itself, as if 
ashamed of being seen by the side of its elegant neighbor, stands perhaps a 
little one story or one and a half story log house, built sometime during the 
last century ; some fifteen or twenty feet square, without a tree, or shrub, or 
rose bush near it — the ground around it pretty much as it was thrown out when 
the cellar was dug — with a weather beaten flour barrel for a chimney and a mo- 
lasses hogshead for a cistern, all of which is kept for the comfort and accommo- 
dation of said John and his wife and their growing sons and daughters. And 
how often as we see such things do we wonder, why here the order of nature 
should be so completely reversed, and the quadruped fare so much better than 
the biped ; and what a heart full of humanity a man must have who takes better 
care of his cows than he does of his wife — ^whose calves and chickens are better 
accommodated than his children, and who builds a better house for his horse 
than he does for himself. Thank heaven there is little, if any of this in Le- 
high county I and even that little is rapidly passing away. Let this associa- 
tion hasten the movement. But I am growing tedious and will close. In the 
name of this association I thank you for your attend,ance and for the attention 
you have paid to these crude remarks. To you, gentlemen of Lehigh county, 
this association looks with confidence for that encouragement which is so es- 
sential to its existence. While you continue to manifest an interest in its 
welfare, it cannot fail. From you ladies we expect as heretofore your sweet 
approval ; grant but this and our success is certain. 

With this we shall know no such word as fail. In adversity it will sustain, 
in prosperity reward us. And as in times gone by, the warrior in the tented 
field, amidst the danger and the din of battle, looked through its mirky 
canopy on the banner wrought for him by woman's hands, or on the farewell 
token which her prayer had blessed, or thought upon some happy hour that 
had been hallowed by her smile i and bore himself all the more nobly as they 
passed before his vision ; so we, in these piping tinies of peace^ when the 
soldier has laid down his arms, when the sword has no dream of the battle^ 
and the spear no remembrance of blood ; assembled in this field nobler in its 
results than any field of battle— engaged in a war for that which is purer and 
holier than the poorest ^'cauae of war/' w\JU, as we pursue our onward course 
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look upon your annual oontributions— recall your looks of approbation — ^your 
prayer, for our success, and under their influence press forward with renewed 
and untiring energy towards the perfection of an art, which though in came 
upon our race by woman's first transgression, has been changed into a bless* 
ing by her smile. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 

The account of Owen L. Schreiber, Treasurer of the Lehigh county agri- 
cultural society. 

DR. 

To membership fees. ^,^. $165 00 

To a loan 923 81 

To receipts at the fair 2^515 70 

To county fund /. 100 00 

To deficiency 3,517 66 

7,222 17 

CR. •► 

Paid for premiums attending the fair, , 

* 

Building and other expenses • •., $3,644 5 1 

Paid interest on fair ground 60 00 

Due to sundry creditors. ..•••. ^ •••.•••• 418 85 

Due to a lean. . . . ^ . ... , . , ,.,._,- 923 81 

Due to fair ground , ... . ^ , ,. .V, 2,000 00 

Interest due on first of April, 1855 ^ . ,..,,^ 175 00 

7,22*2 17 



Correspondence between Edward Kohler^ Esq.^ and the Hon. G. H, Gundie, Uni* 

ted States consul at Zuricky in Switzerland, 

[Translated from the Grerman.] 

North Whitehall, Lehigh go., *Pa., 

July 24M, 1854. 

Hon, G, H, Gundie: 

Dear Sir : — The editors of the American Farmer (German,) have in their 
paper repeatedly urged the propriety of forming an association in the German 
counties of Pennsylvania, for the pupose of importing from the continent of 
Burope, namely from. Switzerland* pure blooded cattle, for the purpose of im* 
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proving the domestic breeds. Please eonuauQicate your opimoo in relation 
to Swiss cattle, besides a comparison with the English Durhams and Devons 
as well as the prices and probable costs of transportation. I doubt not, if we 
become better informed on the subject, there will be no difiicolty of forming 
such an association in Lehigh and the adjoining counties* 

flespectfully yours, &c., 

EDWARD KOHLER. 



Consulate of the C S. of America, at Zurich, in Switzerland, ) 

September 9/A, 1854. \ 

To Edward Kofd^^ President of the agrictdtural society in Lehigh county^ Penrt' 

sylvaniay U, S. ^. 

In answer to your desire expressed in a letter of the 24th of July last, I 
made due inquiry, the result of which I herewith literally communicate. 

According to a communication of Mr. Dangely, director of the agricultural 
school for the canton of Zurich, who may be considered competent, the fol- 
lowing are considered the best breeds of cattle in Switzerland : — 

1. The Schwytzer breed. This breed of cattle is met with in the Schwytzer 
district March, and in Gaster, a district in St. Gallon; also in the county of 
the Z urich see, and as far as the Wallensteader see, where it is fostered with 
particular care, namely in relation to pure blood. Masses of this cattle are 

■ 

annually, in autumn, transported to Italy. The most proper time in relation 
to purchase, may therefore fall in the month of September. 

The cow of this breed yields a great quantity of milk. (That for example 
at the agricultural school,) yields sixteen measures, eight gallons daily. Her 
meat, in comparison with that of other breeds, is ^he most delicate ; she is 
preferred as a milking cow, and in this relation indisputa]bly stands as the 
best cow in Switzerland. 

From spring to autumn she remains on the Alps, (mountain pasture,) where 
her milk in particular is turned to butter and cheese, its manufacture being 
the principal branch of industry of a considerable portion of Switzerland. 

They come in market, frequently going with calf, in which condition they 
are higher valued. The average price of a heifer, i. e., a cow, which has not 
yet cast, amounts to twenty louisd'or, (ninety-five dollars.) It however de- 
pends on the amateur ; indeed cows of peculiar properties, be it on account of 
a rich milk production, or on account of peculiar beauty or symmetry, costs 
thirty louisd'or, (one hundred and forty dollars.) Nevertheless, one may ex- 
pect an excellent cow for .the first indicated price. 

Though this cow in summer eats the most exuberant herbs of the Alps, in 
winter she is nevertheless very contended and satisfied with inferior hay ; 
consequently she can be raised wherever the latter can be had. 

2. The £rlenbacher breed, from Simmenthale, in Berne. Tktfi cow in 
generali is stronger built than the Schwytzer, and better adapted to fatten. 



306 



PENNSYLVANIA STATE 



In relation to breed they are less vali|ed than that of the latter, whose yield 
of milk is significantly larger. 

3. The Freybarger breed, from Romant and Greierz. This cow, in respect 
of milk production, is inferior to the Schwytzer cow, but on account of her 
firmness, she is like the Emmenthaiercow, better adapted to fatten. 

The prices of the two last breeds are equal to that of the first. 

In relation to English cows, such the Swiss follows, because the meat of 
this is not so tasteful as of that. The Schwytzer breed dare come the English 
however tolerably near, and in this respect possesses the most similarity to 
that. 

The English cow, in relation to milk production, stands moderately behind 

the Swiss. This, in general, is more an Alp cattle, and therefore better adapt- 
ed to a mountainous country than the mostly stably raised English cattle. 
A Swiss cow climbs with peculiar ease, without haste and without injuring 
herself, all heights on which grass grows. She is accustomed to heat and 
cold — to fair and bad weather. 

For transportation heifers would be peculiarly adapted, i. e., cows which 
have not yet calved, but going with calf, at an age of about t\Vo years. 

Bulls dare not be older than one year, as yet never turned to breeding ; on 
account of providing ten heifers two bulls should be procured. • 

As regards the transportation, it will be indispensable to send a competent 
person, perfectly intimate with the treatment of the cattle, along. 

The freight from Basel to Havre, per railroad, will probably amount to two 
hundred francs (forty dollars,) per head. Passage from Havre to New York, 
per steamer, about five hundred francs (one hundred dollars,) per head, feed 
extra — the water delivered from the ship. The conducter of the cattle costs 
two hundred and sixty francs, (fifty dollars,) board on the ship, for the pas- 
sage from Havre to New York inclusive. The freight for cattle on sail ships 
would be about one half. The feed, however, sh6uld be taken into considera- 
tion, which would be about three times as high ; therefore the swift voyage 
per steamer would be advisable. 

It becomes joy to me, if I could perform you a service in this afinir, for 
which I am otherwise also always ready. 

Your devoted, 

G. H. GUNDIE, Consul. 

N. B. ' The purchases should be made in the middle of September, at which 
time the cattle comes in from the Alps, and stands ready for sale, and pur- 
chasers arrive from all parts of the world. Later in season the cattle, how- 
ever, are too much selected, and the best and handsomest are sold. 

D. O. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

EDWARD KOHLER, 

President of the Lehigh County Agricultural Society. 

North WmTEHALL, December 15, 1854. 
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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY. 

Nazareth, March 3, 1855. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State ^Agricultural Society : 

SiE : — It is mipossible for us to make a return satisfactory to you, or even 
to ourselves, as we are as yet in our infancy as k society. We hope in future 
we may be able to make a repout, more complete in every respect. 

Our annual exhibition was held in October, at Nazareth, and was well at- 
tended, notwithstanding the lateness of the season, the weather being at the 
time too cold for delicate frifit, plants and flowers to be exhibited ; and those 
which were there suffered much from frost, which made them look father 
dreary. 

All other matters appertaining to the society, were transacted in the regular 

manner during the past year. 

Respectfully submitted. 

P. B. STEINMETZ, President 

Chs. R. Hoeber, Secretary, 



Officers for 1855. 

President— Peter B. Steinmetz, Stockertown, Pa. 
Recording Secretary — C. R. Hoeber, Nazareth, Pa. 
Corresponding Secretary — William Beitle. 



^ 



Report of the Committee appointed to award Premiums and Diplomas 
upon articles exhibited at "the Northampton County Agricultural Fair, held at 
Nazareth on the 17th, 18th and 19th days of October, 1854 : 

! 



ON HORSES. 



\ 



Best stud horse for field and road, J. £. Jones. . Book and $3 00 

Second best do., G. Snyder do. . . 1 00 

Best mare, P. Long t do. . . 2 00 

Second' best mare, S. Chamberlin .do. . . 

Best filly, between two and four years old, A. Heintz... • • •• do.. . 2 00 

Second best do., Samuel Shortz. do.. . 1 00 

Best horse colt, between one and two years old, Mr. Laubach . . .do.. . 1 00 

Second best do., J. H. Keller , -•-•.^ . . .— do,. . 

Best filly, between one and two years old, Reuben Dech. . ...•.., .do.. . 1 00 

Second best do., Fr. Mikseh • •.,. do. . . 

Best gelding, light draught, B. C; Cleckner . . ..—^ .do.. . 2 00 

Best gelding, three years old, George Jones • do. . . 1 00 

Best pair of farm horses, Samuel Shortz.. • • , ;;.;^,m *»do., . 2 00 
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ON CATTLE. 

Best Durham bull, three years old, W"m. Firmstone .Book and $3 00 

Best Durham bull, between two and three years old, K. White- 
sell, Stewart of Northampton county poor house ^, , , . . . .do.. . 2 00 

Best Devon bull, three years old, S. G. fiiegel do., . 3 00 

Best mixed do., between two and three years old, John Heckmall, do.. . 2 00 

Best mixed do., between one and two years old, John Agnew. . .do.. . 2 00 

Best Durham cow, Wm. Riegel do. . . 2 00 

Best Durham heifer, one year old, JR. Snyder.. ....... .^ do.. . 1 00 

Best Devon heifer, between two and three years •Id, H. J. Beck, do. . . 1 00 
Best Durham heifer, between two and three years old, Peter 

Lawall ..^ do.. . 1 00 

Best mixed heifer, between one and two years old, G. L. Beitel," do.. . 1 00 

Second best do., John Agnew do.. . 1 00 

Best native breed, T. Biery. 1 00 

Best Devon cow, Aaron Gold • • .do:. . 1 00 

Best mixed cow, John Agnew, • . • • «.•- • ,do. . 1 00 

ON POULTRY. 

Brahma Pootras, R. C. Pyle Book and $2 00 

Imperial Chinese, R. C. Pyle •...•.... .do. . . 2 00 

Cross Shang. toDorlc., Ph. Walter do.. . 2 00 

Grey Shanghais, Wm. B. Levan • • do. . . 2 00 

Bed Shanghais, G. H. Bute ..;... do.. . 2 00 

Bucks county do., Samuel Hoffman , do., . 2 00 

Dominioks, Miss Eliza Michler • . • .do,. . 2 00 

Yellow Shanghais, Henry Richards. ^ do.. . 2 00 

Mixed grey and barn Shanghais, Aaron W. Lymn .do.. . 2 00 

Brood Shanghais, A. B. Steiner .do.. . 2 OOt 

Mixed fowls, J. C. Leifried do.. . 2 00 

Barnyard, Miss Eliza Michler. , , do.. . 2 00 

Yellow Malays,, Richard Hillman do.. . 2 00 

African chickens, Wm. Trittenbach .,.,... do. . . 2 00 

Poland fowls, W. B. Levan. ..,,.., .,^- do.. , 1 00 

Golden pheasantj W. B. Levan. ...... ^ . . -^ . • .do.. . 1 00 

Sumatra fowls, W. B. Levan ,...;.... dp.. . 1 00 

Cochin China, Samuel Hoffman — ...•. . . .do.. . 1 00 

Brood fowls, W. ^, Gross.. . . .•.••••■« .* ...do.. . 

Creole fowls, Richard Hillman ^^^^..^ ....•.**.. do.. . 2 00 

Seabright bantams, Wm. Yofae. ... • ..«. .....do.. . 

A pair of geese, G. L. Beitel .do.. . 2 00 

Muscovy ducks, Samuel Hoffman.... «.».«.«^.« . ...•.•.do.. . 2 OO 

Brood turkey, Fr. Miksch..«.,,i,,^.« ...«.• • • «..••.,•. • ,.»^fdo^. . % OO 



AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 209 

Brown ducks, S. Hoffman ••• ..Book and $2 00 

Peacock, Dr. Kohn ..^^ . . ,do.. . 

A pair of rabbits, J. R. Reutzbeimer • «•. 1 00 

Maltese cat, John Moray.. . , • — ^. . . . 1 00 

SHEEP. 

Southdown b^ck, one yiear old, W. Firmstone.. . .;..••••.• «Book and $2 00 

Ewe with three lambs, £. R. Kramer. ...,••• , do.. . 3 00 

Buck and ewe, mixed, Peter La wall • . ^ . ,^.,., do.. . 2 00 

Do.. do. . . ..Wm. Rodrock ,do.. , 2 00 

Best display of sheep, J. .0. Beimel • • • .do. . . 2 00 

SWINE. ' 

Best boar, one year old, Wm. Firjnstone, diploma, book and*. «• .^^.« $2 00 

Next best, Jacob Bear, diploma, book and .«•. ..^ . • . , 2 00 

Best boar pig, between two and six months old, C. Whiteseil, book and 2 00 

Next do. . do. A. Gold, book and 2 00 

Best five pigs, John Agnew • •..»...• ^ •••• • # 2 00 

Second best fat hog«, Jacob Beck - • .« • ••••..•• 2 00 

Next best, Michler &; Bellisfield » •., ••••.••• Book. 

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS. 

Cutting box, Isaac Stocker •••#.. ••••.•••.• .Diploma. 

Reaper, B. Yeakle • • • • « • ..,.-• •«•.•••• do. 

Seed drill, Charles Lee .~ ..••••■ .«.• do. 

Corn sheller, Lake & Reese. ...••••' •• do. 

Plough, Edward Knause .* « . . • •.«■• • • -• . do. 

Best display of agricultural implements, F. W. Noble ♦. . . • do. 

Best horse-power, Peter Beachy • «.....«^4 ••• .^^ ..••..« . do. 

Com plough, A. Biery .......*....*. • • — • .^^ •^•^^^ .... do. 

AGRICULTURAL PaODUCTS. 

Red wheat, Wm. Rodrock v.. .. — ••• Book. 

White wheat, £. Woodring. « ..- ^.^ ...•*•• • • ..t^ i do. 

Rye^ C. Seifried. « «^^^ # ..•••.... • •• , do. 

Barley, C. Kichline .....•«. . ..• • ••.•••..' • •• • ....••.••• do. 

Yellow corn, C. Kichline ....•.•«...-•«..• -.a • • • « do. 

White corn, Philip Walter ...•.-•-• do. 

Mixed com, R. Young... • • . ^........^ . . • • •., • .\ . •., ••••..• ,.«.• ^ ..•.•m.* do. 

Flax seed, G. Kichline. .... r ..... . ....• ... . .•■• ... • do. 

Potatoes, Jacob Heller ^. .«;.. ^ .•>••..#••.••... ...^ • ••• do. 

Beets, J. C. Leibfried •.•••..•«.• do. 

Wheat flour, J. Luckenbach. . . • ..•■.• ..-• ... . ..«.• do. 

Shell bark, Wm. Dech ••••t^. •••••••• ..t^^. ••• do. 

14 
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D0IIS8TIC AND. H0U8EE0LD HAITirFACrnmBS. 

Best ten yards flannel, Miss Susan Reigle • • $2 0^ . 

Best ten yards woollen clotb, L. A. Doster .,.,^ 2 00 

Best home made carpet, Sarah Biery « 2 00 

Best pair of cotton stockings, G. Hoeck « 1 00 

Best worsted chair cover, MissMalthaner. ' 

Best specimen of needle work, Mrs. Philip Johnson. «....• •....*... 100 

Best kmp mats, Mrs. Ellen Christ « 1 00 

Best crayon painting, Miss Loesch • .' 1 00 

Best crotchet work, Harmonia Koussel 1 00 

Best hard soap^ S. Hoffman 1 00 

Best ribbon work, Mrs. E. Christ 1 00 

Best wheat bread, Mrs. M. Reigel %... 1 00 

Best rye bread, Miss Rebecca Kram. ....•• • . . . • « . . ... 1 00 

Best honey, C. Kichline , 1 00 

BmI net work, Mrs. E. Christ 1 00 

Best bead work, Mrs. Doct. G. J. Shool 1 00 

Best fancy basket, Eliza Heckman , 1 00 

Best quilt, by a child six years old 1 00 

A large variety of other articles were exhibited which deserve particular 
notice, viz : 

Preserves by Mrs. Wetherell, apple and quince by C. Jones, and a large 
variety of quil^, amongst which was a silk quilt, by Miss E. Frankenfield, 
and a number of others which reflect the highest credit upon those who manu- 
factured them. 

Worsted work was also exhibited by Miss E. A. Scholl and Catharine 
Hoeck; which deserves honorable mention. 

MANXrFACTVBED ARTICLES. 

One two seated carriage, John.Sheetz «.;..•••«..• ., . .Diploma. 

One one seated buggy, John Albright do. 

One one seated buggy, John Albright do. 

Display of cedar work, John Q. Cole , do. 

Display of furniture, David Garis do. 

Display of leather, Fr. Lorenz.. ..... ^ do. 

Display of harness, C. M* Hooper , , do. 

Display of woollen goods, Levi Dasher.. : , do. 

Display of hats, C. M. Bpdder. do. 

Best pair of boots, Syl, Billiog.. . . # •^ ...*.. ..... . * , do. 

A bonnet, Eljz. ,Steckel. , . .*•• ♦ ,.,.... <»,.. . . ^ , , do* 

A display of locks and brass, articles, F. W. Hebinger do. 

A display of fancy confectionary, W. F. Ranch do. 

A box white zink paint,. Pean!a & Lehigh zink works. . . , • , . , da. 

One piano, J. C. Malthwer, do. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Chapman & Short, first quality slate ..••••«• ..^^^ •.....,..• Book. 

C. B. Daniel, second quality slate • • t • ... . •-• do. 

J. O. Beitel, Daguerreotype ••*••.•• do. 

J. O. Beitel, clocks. ...••..••...•••.» ^ . . . , • • • do. 

R. A. Grider, first quality paintings. . . • • • «••••.••;.•••...• do. 

£m. Doster, water col'd paintings. • • , .. , • do. . 

Gilbert & Wetberill, noinerals •...,......, ».,.»^ do. 

* S» W. Stein, silver ware r do. 

Nazareth Hall, a variety of curiosities v • do. 

Josiah Bower, imitation of wood •••*..• do. 

Wm. Kumman, imitation of wood , do. 

Wra. Kumman, paper hangings. do. 

Benj. Clewell, tobacco ......*, •-•^, , do. 

Amos Rogers, horse shoes , , . • , ,.,.. do, 

NEWSPAPERS. 

E. H. Rauch, Lehigh Valley Times Diploma. 

Josiah Cole, a German paper . . . • • • f ^., . . do. 

A draft of law, by E. Leibert . . . . ^ do. 

DAIRY. 

Mrs. E. Miksch, for the best five lbs. of butter. .A pair of silver butter knives. 

Mrs. H. Kemmerer, for the best Dutch cheese , . ..... .. Book and $1 00 

There were other lots of butter, but on account of the quantity ^cannot 
award a premium. 

PLOUGHING. 

John Agnew, best ploughman , $5 00 

Stephen Billheimer, plough boy , . 2 50 

ORCHARD AND GARDEN. 

f 

\ 

Ed. Ricksecker, best cabbage • • « . ^,««^ . Book. 

J. P. Beisei, largest pumpkins do. 

Wm. Christ, six best «weet pumpkins do. 

Th. Kemmerer, six field pumpkins. , . ^,^^ do. 

Th. H- Kemmerer, best turnips f..^ , do- 

J. S Haman, stalk celery do. 

Saml. Wetherell, best display of vegetables , do. 

Mrs. A. D. Beitle, design of natural flowers do. 

Simon Johnson, quinces ••.... » . . . . do. 

Ed. Ricksecker, grapes. , , • , do. 
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Daniel Wilhelm, tomatoes. , , , • .^ Book. 

Chs. R. Hoeber, citrons • •«••«•« • do. 

Fr. Miksch, apples ^.t.. «l do. 

£11. Sellers, best arranged boquets - • . . • • •-*-*• . . . . • do. 

Some very fine peaches were exhibited by Ed. Kicksecker, but not a suffi- 
cient quantity to entitle a premium. Dr. Bute exhibited some very fine le- 
mons arid Smyrna fig trees. C. G.Beitel, Chs. Sellers and E. Kicksecker ex- 
hibited an extensive and beautiful variety of evergreens, flowers and plants — 
each three dollars and a book. 
The receipts of the year, from different sources, amounted to. , . . $1,674? 69 

Expenses amount to ^. 1 , 105 61 

Owing partly to the circumstance that our fair has not been permanent till 
now, so that the hauling of the timber and erection of the building were a 

very considerable item. 

CAS. fi. HOEBER, Secretary. 



PHILADELPHIA COUNTY. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State jSgrictdtural Society : . 

The Philadelphia Society for promoting Agriculture, with its auxiliary, 
" The Farmers' Club^" constitutes the only agricultural society in the county. 
It is not, however, properly speaking, a county society. Having been organ- 
ized in 1785, and being then, and for some time thereafter, the only agricul- 
tural society in the Union, its field of usefulness was widely extended, and it 
^ • included among its members most of the prominent American and many of 
the European agriculturists of the day. As, under the auspices of those who 
participated in its deliberations, new societies sprang up in this and iil other 
States, it lost its national character ; and when, mainly through the exertions 
of its members, the Pennsylvania State Society was organized, the circle of 
its immediate influence became further contracted. It still has upon its roll, 
members in Maryland, Delaware and New Jersey, and in Bucks, Montgomery, 
Chester and Delaware counties, in this State ; but the great majority of its 
actual supporters reside within the limits of the county of Philadelphia. Its 
functions are, therefore, chiefly those of a local institution. ' Every farmer in 
the land will find a source of pride and exultation in the fact, that the prolific 
mother of American agricultural organizations, although now on the verge 
of three score years and ten, enjoys an active and vigorous existence. 

The room of the society contains a library of choice a^icultural works, 
and is provided with th# principal agricultural periodicals of the United 
States and Great Britain. The number of members is over two hundred. 
Exhibitions are held annually. That of 1854 was omitted, in order that the 
weight and influence of the society might be thrown in favor of the State 
Fair. Meetings are held regularly on the first Wednesday in every month. 
The following is an abstract of the proceedings : 
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PHILADELPHIA SOCIETY FOB PROMOTING AGRICULTURE. 

Stated meeting at room in Masonic Hall, South Third street, Wednesday, 
January 4*, 1854. rresident, Dr. A. L. Elwyn, in the chair. Minutes of 
preceding meeting read and approved. 

The following gentlemen, proposed at the preceding meeting, were elected 
members : 

Anthony L. Anderson, of Lower Merion, Montgomery county. Pa. 5 Robt. 
Patterson, of Philadelphia ; Joseph Swift, of Philadelphia 5 Matthew W". 
i3aldwin, of Philadelphia. 

Three nominations for resident membership were received. 

Mr. Landreth, in behalf of the Executive Committee, recommended that 
the debt of the society be funded for the present, and that a note, signed by 
the President and Treasurer, be give^n for the amount, bearing interest from 
date. 

H. Ingersoll, Esq., offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved^ That the Executive Cojnmittee , be requested to report, at the 
meeting in April, the financial condition of the society, specifying the reliable 
annual revenue from each source, and in the aggregate, and the probable 
ordinary annual expenditure, in detail. 

On motioi) of Mr. A. S. Roberts, a new roll of the members, and their resi- 
dences, was ordered to be prepared. 

The annual election beipg held, resulted as follows : 

President — Alfred L. Elwyn, M. D. 

Vice Presidents — ^Anthony T. Newbold, Aaron Clement. 

Corresponding Secretary — ^Sydney G. Pisher. . . * 

Recording Secretary — Alfred L. Kennedy, M, D.. 

Assistant Recording Secretary — "Philip R. Freas. 

Treasurer — George Blight. 

Executive Committee — David Landreth, Anthony T. Newbold, Samuel C. 
Ford, Chas. W. Harrison, Dennis Kelly, Algernon S. Roberts. 

The Treasurer presented his annual report, showing balance in his hands 
on 1st instant, seventy-three dollars and sixty-five oents, which report was on 
motion referred to the proper auditing committee.' Adjourued. 



Stated meeting held at the rooms, Washington Hall, Wednesday morning, 
February 1, i854j. President, Dr. A. L. Elwyn, in the chair. Present, thirty 
members. Minutes of the previous meeting read and approved. Three can- 
didates for membesship elected, and three propositions presented. 

Mr. Elliot Cresson called attention to the vast importance of the cultivation 

of flax. He had learned from reliable data, that the total value of the seed 

and fibre produced annually in the United States, was quite equal to thirty-six 

.millions of dollars. As the cultivation was in this country,conducted chiefly 
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for the seed, the most valuahle portion of the yield was wasted. A friend of 
Mr. Cresson's had traveled ten miles over a road which was, so to. speak, turn- 
piked with the stems of flax. Thirty-six thousand tons of seed were import- 
ed into the United States annually from India duty fret, while our products 
paid, on being admitted into that country, a duty of 400 per cent. Such is 
the recipnbcity to be expected from England. It was now seriously proposed 
in Congress, to remove, the duty on linens altogether, and thus blast the pros- 
pects of a rising and highly important branch of national industry. He 
thought it the duty of' this society to prepare an address to Congress on the 
subject, protesting against a proposition fraught with so much evil to existing 
and growing interesta. 

Mr. David Landreth inquired if any of the newly invented processes of 
preparing flax, had been found fully to realize the hopes of the inventors. — 
Claussen's method had been highly lauded. A so-called improvement on that 
method had been stated in general terms to the society about a year since, but 
he had recently heard nothing of it. Mr. Ellsworth, formerly commissioner 
of patents, had embarked extensively in flax-growing. He (Mr, L.) would be 
pleased to hear with what success. He agreed with Mr. Cresson as to the 
propriety of our society taking action on this subject, and would suggest that 
the President correspond with societies and others interested in it. 

Mr, Cresson thought that a great national question, now agitating the coun- 
try, was in some measure involved in the extension of the growth of flax.— 
He deemed it inexpedient to attack slavery directly. The evil could be reach- 
ed as certainly by a less objectionable means, viz: by producing a rival to 
cotton. Such was to be found in flax, which was more durable and capable 
of applicatioiis, even more varied. In the west, Claussen's method was gen- 
erally confided in. 

Mr. Algernon S. Roberts had more than a year ago, called the attention of 
the society to this subject, and at his suggestion liberal premiums for the 
growth of flax had been offered by the society. These premiums had not 
been competed for. The members would remember the beautiful specimens 
of so-called flax-cotton, and flax-silk, exhibited at a meeting twelve or fifteen 
months since, proving the great beauty and fineness of the fibre and its adapt- 
edness to receive the most delicate tints. He (Mr. R.) did not fear a reduc- 
tion of duty on linens ; he thought it would more likely be increased, espe- 
cially if ^this manufacture was valuable to the west. The west had great 
influence in the National councils — she knew it, and would take care of her- 
self. 

Mr. James Gowen thoaght that Pennsylvania had a great interest in the 
growth of flax. The climate and soil was admirably adapted to it, and her 
German citizens had cultivated the plant very successfully. Flax did very 
well with carrots, springing up, keeping the ground clear, and when the flax 
was pulled, the ground was left finely divided, ready for the heaviest growth 
of the root crop. 
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Mr. Cresson said that any attempt to manufacture flax into a substance re- 
sembling cotton, injured the staple of the former. He felt that he had not 
over estimated the importance of the matter before the society, and moved — 
That the Corresponding Secretary be and he is hereby requested to prepare 
a memorial, setting forth the important interests involved in the cultivation of 
flax in the United States. The memorial to be signed by the President and 
Corresponding Secretary of this society, and sent to the Governors of this and 
the western States, and the chairmen of the Congressional Committees on 
Manufactures. Which motion was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. P. R. Freas moved, that a committee of ten, of which the President .of 
the society shall be the chairman, be appointed, to take suitable measures to 
secure the holding of the next State Fair at Philadelphia. Mr. Freas urged 
the necessity of decisive action at this time. The subject was of importance 
not only to th6 society, but to thie county, and the whole eastern section of 
the State. 

Mr. A. S. Roberts had attended the recent meeting of the State Society at 
Harrisburg. That society desired to receive proposals for suitable grounds 
on which to hold its great annual exhibition, and he believed was favorable to 
Philadelphia. The committee would require time to select ^ site and iraise 
subscriptions. Last year and every previous year, the State Society had paid 
rent for its grounds. At Pittsburg |250 had been paid* Ground near Harris- 
burg had been offered the society this year without charge. He hoped the 
citizens here would be liberal and the committee active, as the Executive 
Committee of the State' Society would meet early, in April to receive proposals. 

Mr. Freas' motion was adopted, and the, following gentlemen appointed to 
constitute the committee: Dr. A L. Elwyn, Gen. Robert Patterson, Harry 
Ingersoll, A. T. Newbold, Isaac Pearson, A. S. Roberts, P. R. Freas, John 
Lardner, W. C. Rudman, C. W. Harrison. On motion of A. S. Roberts, Gen. 
George Cadwalader was added to the committee. 

A QOfnmunication was received from a sub-committee of city councils on 
the subject of the sanitary influence of the Ailanthus tree^ which was, on mo- 
tion, referred to a committee of three, consisting of Dr. A. L. Kennedy, Dr. 
G. £)merson, and C. W. Harrison. 

On motion, that delegates be apppinted to the U. S. Agricultutai Society, 
at the rate of one for every ten members of the society, which was so order- 
ed, and the following gentlemen appointed by the chair: A. T. Newbold, A. 
S. Roberts, David Landreth, John Lardner, Owen Sheridan, Harry Ingersoll, 
Gen. R. Patterson, Dr. A. L. Kennedy, C. W, Harrison, Elliott Cresson, John 
M'Gowen, Isaac Pearson, S. C. Ford, C. W. Sharpless, W. C. Rudman and 
Aaron Clement. 

Mr; James Gowen announced to the society, the death of one of its mem- 
bers. Dr. James Smith, of Chestnut Hill, and submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 
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Resolvedj That this society has heard with much regret of the death of one 
of its members, Dr. James Smith, and deeply sympathises with his family ia 
this painful bereavement. 

Mr. Aaron Clement announced to the society the deatli of Mr. John S. 
Suplee, recently a member, and submitted the Allowing resolution : 

Resolved, That in the death of Mr. John R. Suplee, our societ^c having lost 
an active and useful member, sympathises with his family in their sudden 
and severe affliction. -Jf 

Which resolutions were unanimously adopted, and the society adjourned. 



Stated meeting held at the room of the Masonic Hall, South Third street, 
Wednesday, March 1, 1854«. President Dr. A. L. Elwyn in the chair. A 
letter from the Secretary, then absent at Harrisburg, was read requesting Mr. 
Clement to act for him, which was so ordered. The minutes of preceding 
meeting were read and approved. 

The following gentlemen, proposed at preceding meeting, were duly elected, 
viz : Major Hagner, of Bridcsburg 5 Matthew Haas, of Chestnut Hill j Peter 
Maison and Jeremiah L. Harrison, of Philadelphia. 

Eight propositions for resident membership were presented. 

The committee appointed to investigate the sanitary influences of the 
Ailanthus tree, presented a report, which, after a protracted discussion, was 
amended by the substitution of the following resolutions offered by S. G. 
Fisher, Esq., and adopted : 

Resolved^ That this society, after investigation through a committee, have 
found no evidence of the insalubrious qualities of the Ailanthus tree. 

Resolved, That this society, nevertheless, does not desire by this expression 
of its opinion to encourage the [propagation of this tree, but would dis- 
courage it, as there are others far preferable in all respects both for town and 
country. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the city councils. 

Mr. Landreth read a letter from Mr. Thomas P. James of this city, stating 
that he had presented to this society by request of ^llis YarnaU, Esq., a large 
package of seeds, and other agricultural products, which had been exhibited 
at the World's Fair, London, and were from Dr. J. Forbes Royle, of the fioyal 
Botanic Garden, Calcutta. 

The thanks of the society were tendered to the above named gentlemen. 

S. G. Fisher, Esq., read a letter from a gentleman in Kent county, Dela- 
ware, on the trade and monopoly in guano by the Peruvian Government. 

H. IngersoU, Esq., moved that a committee be appointed to inquire to what 
agricultural society the late Mr. Elliot Cresson left the legacy of five thousand 
dollars, which was adopted, and Messrs. IngersoU and S. G. Fisher were 
ftppoiated the committee. 
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The following resolutions on the demise of Elliot Cresson, Esq., were offered 
by S. G. Fisher, Esq., and unamimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the society has learned wilii sincere regret of the death of 
their associate, Elliot Cresson. 

Resolvedy That this sbciety hereby expresses and records its high sense of his 
private worth and useful life, and espqciallyof the disinterested enthusiasm 
with which he devoted time, energy and money to the advancement of scientific 
knowledge, and the promotion of enlightened schemes for the public good. 

Resolved) That these resolutions be communicated by the Secretary to the 
family of the deceased. Adjourned. 



Stated meeting at room in Masonic H.all, South Third street, Wednesday 
April 5, 1854. President Elwyn in tl^e chair. Present, twenty- five members. 
Minutes of preceding nieeting read and approved. 

The following gentlemen, proposed at preceding meeting", were elected 
resident members, viz: Job R. Tyson, Yeaman Gillingham, John Clark, 
Andrew Coates, Charles F. Hupfeldt, Redman Abbott and David S. Brown, of 
Philadelphia ; Harnden Corson, of Germantown, and George Oldmixon, of 
West Cain township, Chester county. 

Five propositions for resident membership were submitted. Dr. Charles 
Willing, Spruce street, and W. H. Gatzmer, Tacony, by Dr. Elwyn; M. A. 
Kellogg, Race street, by A. T. Newbold; T. T. Lea, Philadelphia, by A. 
Clement ; W. R. Morris, Philadelphia, %y L Newton. 

Mr. C. W. Harrison, from the Executive Committee, presented an elaborate 
report on the finance^of the society from December 31, 1850, to the, present 
time. 
At the last exhibition the society offered premiums amounting to, $1^101 00 

Of this amount there was awarded. • • , , . . ,. 739 00' 

Othejr expenses x)f exhibition . ...-•-.. , . • •-,•.. ♦ • — .— . . . . 364 00 

Room rent, periodicals and other expenses for the year 368 00 

total .,..., .,.,- 1,471 00 

Receipts from all sources for last year. ... * ..-*^.. 1,681 00 

Balance in favor of society for year 210 00 

' ^ - iM 1 m - I 

• J 

On motion the report was accepted. 

The committee appointed at preceding meeting, to inquire to what agricul- 
tural society the late Elliot Cresson, Esq., had left the le^cy of five thousand 
dollars, reported through their chairman, Harry IngersoU, Esq., that they had 
attended to that duty and asked to be discharged, which request, on motion, 
was granted. 

Sidney G. Fisher, Esq., Corresponding Secretary, to whom was referred 
the motion of the late Elliot Cresso% Esq., that a memorial on the importance 
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of the flax culture be prepared and sent to the Federal and the State Execo- 
tives and Legislatures, and agriculturists generally, reported, that all apprehen- 
sions lest Government should lessen the duty on linen fabrics were ground- 
less. To do so had at first been seriously intended, and hence the motion for 
a memorial, but those interested in the growth of flax had made s.uch strong 
representations to the proper authorities at Washington, that the disposition 
was rather to increase than to decrease the duty. There being no necessity 
for the preparation of a memorial, the Corresponding Secretary was, on mo- 
tion, excused from the further consideration af the subject. 

The President presented a number of blanks from the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, to be filled with notes of observations on the occurrence of certain 
natural appearances, such as the budding and flowering of plants, the return 
of birds, etc. The blanks were distributed among the members, with a 
request that the notes should be made tliroughout the season and sent to the 
Institution at Washington. 

Mr. David Landreth introduced to the society Mr. Myron Finch, editor of 
the ^'Plough, Loom & Anvil," who ad4ressed the society in support of a pro- 
position to erest a suitable monument to the memory of the late Jno. S. Skin- 
ner, Esq., and to provide a fund for his widow. 

The President presented a letter from P. B. Savery, a member, on the subject 
of life memberships in the Penn'a State Agricultural Society, which was read 
by the Secretary. Mr. Savery urges the immediate purchase of a number of 
life memberships in the State Society, in order to enable it more fully to carry 
out the objects of its organization. ^ 

Mr. Isaac. Newton called attention to an article in the Farm Journal for 
March, by Mr. Jamps Gowen, in which the author criticises the conduct of Mr. 
Newton and others. Several members, objecting to the introduction of per- 
sonal matters on the floor, the chair sustained the objection, but stated, if any 
portion of the article reflected on the society, it might be introduced, when a 
motion obtained, that the article so far as it referred to the acts of the society, 
be read by the secretary, which was done. On a motion that he be allowed 
to explain, Mr. Gowen disclaimed all intention of disrespect to the society, 
but maintained, that the manner of appointment of a committee in December, 
1852, to examine the merits of Guenon's niethod of determining the milking 
properties of cows, was informal, and that the report of said committee, sub- 
mitted at a subsequent meeting, was oral, and that it was adopted without due 
reflection. Several gentlemen, who had been present at the adoption' of the 
report, affirmed that it had been presented in writing, and properly considered. 
On motion that the minutes of the two meetings aforesaid be read, which 
was so ordered, when it appeared on the record that the report had been read, 
adopted, and ordered to be printed, if its authors so approved. 

Dr. Kennedy presented the following resolution : 
^ Resolved, That the action had at a meeting of the society, held December^ 

_ ■ 

18&2, appointing a committee on the sulgeot of Guenon's method of detemua* 
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mg the value of milch cows, was perfectly regular, and that the report of said 
committee at the following meeting, was regularly made, read and approved. 
After some remarks in favor of the resolution, by Mr. J. C Montgomery, and 
ia opposition by Mr. Gowen, it w&s adopted unanimously. 
On motion, adjourned. 



Stated meeting at Masonic Hiall, South Third street, Wednesday morning, 
May 3, 1854. 

Dr. Elwyn, President, in the chair. 

Minutes of preceding meeting read and approved. 

The following gentlemen, proposed at previous meeting, were elected resi- 
dent members: Mr. W. H. Gatzmer, of Tacony, and Dr. Charles Willing, and 
Messrs. M. A. Kellogg, T. T. Lea, and W. K. Morris, of Philadelphia. 

A proposition for resident membership was received. 

The committee appointed to secure, by subscriptions from ciiizens generally, 
the holding of the next State Agricultural Fair at Philadelphia, reported sub- 
scriptions amounting to two thousand eight hundred and thirty-five dollars, 
which amount would be increased several hundred dollars when full returBS 
were received. The committee had not yet waited on retail dealers^ It was 
so obviously the interest of that clsiss, that the State Fair shduld be added to 
the business attractions of Philadelphia, that any deficiency in the required 
amount would doubtless be speedily supplied. 

The President stated that little or no doubt existed that Philadelphia 
would be selected by the Executive Committee of the State Society, for the 
next grand autumnal display. He inquired if the committee had visited the 
grounds liberally oflfered for the purpose by the Pennsylvania railroad 
company. 

Mr. A. T. Newbold had visited, the grounds, in company with Mr. A. S. 
Roberts, and examined their suitableness for the State Fair. It has been ob- 
jected that the locality was too near the city, and not well watered. Were 
such found to be the case, no difficulty could arise, as Mr. 0. Jones' grounds, 
eligibly situated, one and a half miles from the bridge, were also at the dis» 
posal of the Executive Committee. 

Th Peresident requested Mr. Cook, an English farmer present, to inform 
the society of the estimation in which the Italian Rye grass was held in Eng- 
land, The grass had been sown on Mr. Reybold's farm, in Delaware, and 
was much approved there. 

Mr. Cook had sown the Italian Rye grass alone, two bushels to the acre---^ 
or better with eight lbs. red clover, late in ^he sason. He had mowed four 
times a season-mothers five times, when used for soiling purposes.. He knew 
no grass preferable to the Italian Rye grass. 
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Dr. Emerson called attention to the preference of the English farmer for 
imported seed, and thought that the American would do well to imitate his 
example. 

Mr. Cook gave as a reason, that seed raised at home was generally mixed 
with that of other grass seeds. The yield of Eye grass was three tons per 
acre at first cutting, and one and a half tons at second. The hest hay 
was worth hve pounds per ton — ordinary, four pounds per ton. The Kye 
grass sprang early. He had seen it one and a half yards high in April. 
It was eaten hy cattle at all seasons, and did not purge. - For soiling pur- 
poses in England, he had seen it mowed on first of April. The orchard 
grass, extensively sown in America, was not approved of in England. A few 
pounds were sometimes sown at seeding time. 

Mr« A. Clement did not regard the Italian Rye grass as afifording good 
pasture. He acknowledged that it had an early start. He had seen it this 
season a foot high in patches in the city. 

Mr. H. Ingersoll reminded the society that the value of hay differed in the 
two countries. Our tinlothy had not met with much favor at the London 
stables. Here it brought the highest price. When it sold at twenty d[ollars 
a ton alone, mixed with half clover, it was rated at fifteen dollars. 

Mr. C. W. Harrison inquired if cattle fed on Rye grass hay, second cutting, 
slobbered or were salivated; other grasses caused the affection in this country. 

Mr. Cook stated that such salivation was unknown in England. 

Dr. Emerson remarked that the disease, if so it might be called, was as- 
cribed, not to the grass, but to certain milky weeds. He felt more disposed 
to attribute it to the clover seed, which produced salivation in the human 
subject, when given in decoction. 

Dr. King had not observed cows t^livated by the after-grass. 

Mr. I. Newton's observations so far from agreeing with those of Dr. King, 
nad taught him that cows were so affected. 

Mr. Newbold mentioned that the Rye grass on Mr. Reybold's farm, had 
been brought from England about fifteen years ago, by a Mr. Blandon. 

Mr. Cook thought that the plant had been unknown in England until about 
that time. 

Dr. A. L. Kennedy, in reply to a question from the chair, mentioned that 
there were three species of Lolium growing in this country. The Italian 
rye or Rag grass was the Lolium multiflorum. 

The president said there was no doubt that the Italian Rye grass thrived 
in this climate. It furnished pasture several weeks earlier than the Poa 
family. It was less exhausting than timothy. He invited an expression of 
opinion on the subject of subsoiling. He believed that in England the prac^ 
tiee was not regarded with as much favor as formerly. 

Mr. Cook said, that with shallow draining, say one to two feet deep, sub- 
soiling possessed value; but the present method of draining, three to four 
feet in depth, superseded the necessity for subsoiling. He had abandoned the 
practice entirely since he began to drain deeply. 
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Mr, Gustavus Engle had a neighbor who had subsoiled for corn, with great 
success. The surface soil was light — the subsoil a yellow loam, not tenacious* 
The first ploughing was four inches deep — the second nine. Mr. E. had never 
seen finer corn. ' 

Dr. King had experimented in subsoiling land previously drained. He did 
not think that draining superseded the necessity for subsoiling. Land which, 
with drains two feet deep, had yielded, in 1852, but ten bushels of corn per 
acre, was sown with oats the following year, after a portion had been sub- 
soiled. On this^ although the whole was otherwise similarly treated, both 
head find straw were much fuller. The present season the wheat on the part 
subsoiled, looks far better than that on the portion which had been merely 
drained. His subsoil is. a stratum of clay four feet thi^k. 

The President admitted that root crops required a loose soil, but questioned 
if herbaceous plants sought food very far beneath the surface. 

Dr. Emerson had seen the roots of wheat three feet long. He would inquire 
what root crops were preferred in England. 

Mr, Gook. — The purple-top Swedish turnip, which on land impoverished 
by continuous grain cropping, will, with three to four cwt. of guano per acre, 
yield thirty to forty tons of roots, tops off. These turnips are fed whole to 
stock. A large ox will fatten on a weekly ration of ten to fifteen cwt. of 
Swedish turnips and, barley straw. The white turnip is seldom used. The 
average weekly allowance of a bullock may be twelve cwt.. turnips and sixty 
lbs. straw, equal to two cwt. hay and three bushels corn. The corn being 
taken at seventy lbs., to the bushel. 

Mr. Newton preferred a mixture of turnips and Indian meal. Bullocks 
would fatten half as fast again on a mixture, say half and half, than on either 
alone. . 

Mr. Ingersoll insisted that we forgot differenced in climate^. Our turnips, 
aA food, are not equal to the English. Our cattle would not fatten on them 
alone, although cows might be kept in condition. 

Mr. Harrison thought that root crops were overrated in America. Grain 
was certainly cheaper in the end. 

Mr. Cook hoped that members would not lose ^ight of the fact that grain 
impoverished the soil, while roots enriched it and left it in fine order. 

Mr. Newton specified two bushels of corn and one and a ha-lf bushels turnips 
per week for a bullock of a thousand weight. Sheep fed on roots alone yielded 
mutton of an inferior quality, by no means comparable in flavor to that from 
sheep fed on a mixed dish. 

On motion of Mr. Ingersoll, that the further discucmion of the subject be 
postponed until next meeting; which was so ordered. 

A communication was received from Marshall P. Wilder, president of the 
American Pomoiogical Society, inviting the election of delegates to the next 
annual meeting of the Pomoiogical society to be held in Boston. 



• • 
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Dr. Kennedy submitted for action at next meeting, a resolution, providing 
that new members, on the payment of one dollar, be furnished with a framed 
certificate of membership. 

OA motion, adjourned. 



A stated meeting of the Philadelphia Society for promoting Agriculture, 
was held at the room, Masonic Hall, South Third street, Philadelphia, on 
Wednesday, June 7ih, 1854, at eleven o^clock, A. M., President, Dr. A. L. 
Elwyn, in the chair. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and approved. . 

Five propositions for resident membership were received. Mr. T. W. Fisher, 
previously proposed, was balloted for and duly elected. 

The Secretary inquired of the chair, if the place for holding the next 
annual State Fair had been definitely fixed. He regretted that, at thisr ad* 
ranced period, so little had been decided, on in regard to an event so impor-^ 
tant to the State and city. He would ask if a local committee of arrange- 
ment had heed appointed by the State Society, or if the Philadelphia Society 
was expected to act in that capacity. 

The President stated that a committee of three, of which he was one, had 
been appointed by the Executive Committee of the State Society, to visit 
grounds suitable for the>exhibition. In company with Messrs. A. T, New- 
bold and A. S. Roberts, he had visited Powelton ; there was a fine lot of 
twenty-five or thirty acres, twenty of which coyld be enclosed for, the pur- 
poses of the Fair. The same gentleman had also examined the grounds of 
Mr. Owen Jones, referred to at last meeting, and were decidedly in favor of 
Powelton. Mr. D. Landreth agreed with the Secretary as to the importance 
of deciding on the place as soon as possible, and submitted the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of fivey of which the President shall be one, be 
appointed, for the purpose of reporting forthwith to the State Society, on the 
adaptedness of Powelton for exhibition purposes. 

Mr. 0. Sheridan thought that we were neglecting the business of our own 
society, in order to attend to that which properly belonged to the State or- 
ganization. It had not yet been decided whether or not our society would 
hold an exhibition next fall. 

S. O. Fisher, Esq. disapproved of holding the State Fair so near the city 
as Powelton. A few miles distance was a check to the introduction of un- 
^ea^nt and disorderly persons, who felt no interest in agriculture, but who 
would congregate around and within any show in the suburbs. 

Mi^. A. Clement thought such apprehensions groundless. In New York 
they were not entertained ; for there the State Fair was to be held next 
autumn, within the thiclcly built portions of the city. 
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The question being taken on Mr. Laudreth's resDlution, it was adopted, and 
the following gentlemen appointed the committee, viz : Messrs. A. T. New- 
bold, A. S. Roberts, H. logersoll, D. Landreth and A. L« Elwyn. 

Dr. Kennedy renewed his inquiry as to the appointment of a local com- 
mittee of arrangement for the State Fair. Its success mainly depended on 
the activity and efficiency of such a committee. We had a committee of six- 
teen to raise subscriptions. Was'it expected that they would also act as a 
committee of arrangements 1 

Mr. A. S. Roberts thought not. Any delay in the appointment of a com- 
mittee of arrangement, was attributable to the State Executive Committee, to 
which the power belonged. 

Mr. S. V. Merrick considered that the society should lend every possible 
assistance in forwarding the ob(jects contemplated by the State Society, in 
holding its next exhibition in this city, and submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was unanimously adopted : ' 

Resolved^ That the President be authorized to tender to the State Executive 
Committee the services of this society, as local committee of arrangement. 

On motion of Mr. A. 3* Roberts, the committee to solicit subscriptions 
towards rendering Philadelphia the site of the next State Fair,;be instructed 
to collect the amount subscribed, without delay, which was so ordered* 

The President inquired if, within the observation of members, the fungous 
excrescepced on the grasses had been found to produce abortion in cows. 

Several members stated, in reply, that they had observed nothing confirma- 
tory of suc^h a suspicion. Thi^ season at which these fungi appeared, rendered 
it improbable. 

Mr. A* Clement, in answer to an inquiry from the chair, regretted to say 
that the annnal county subscription to the society, continued unint uptedly 
for so many years, had been lost for this year, through the neglect of the 
Legislature to pass the necessary act of appropriation. 

Mr. A. S. Roberts read several letters on the subject, which he had re- 
ceived from members of the Legislature. He and the Secretary had visited 
Harrisburg several times during the winter, and had had frequent interviews 
with members, both of the Senate and House. A bill had been reported, and 
its provisions agreed upon by a majority of the County Board 5 but, chiefly 
through the opposition of one member of that body, it had not been properly 
brought before the House. 

The President submitted several autograph letters of Genei Washing- 
ton to Samuel Powel, Esq., formerly President' of this society, wW h letters 
were the property of Mr. Powel, one of our members, who had p/ tely per- 
mitted their perusal at this meeting. On motion, the letters w^ ' read by 
the Secretary, and ordered to be copied into the minutes, and the thanks of 
the fi9tiety were tendered to the owner. 

Dr. Hare stated briefly his method ' of preventing rapid = decay in animal 
substances, and of converting bones and city xefuse into manure. 
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On motion, Dr. Hare was requested to write out his remarks for publication 
in the minutes. 

The President presented the published edition of the minutes of the society, 
from 1785 to 1810, which, as a member of the committee appointed for the 
purpose, he had had printed. 

On motion, the thanks of the society were tendered to the President, for 
the service rendered, and an order was drawn in his favor, for the amount of 
the bill of printing. ( 



On motion, adjourned. 



A. S. KENNEDY, Recording Secretary, 



» / 



Philadelphia, 2c? Augu^t^ 1791. 

The President of the United States has received a letter from Arthur 
Young, Esq., from which the following is an extract : "You will receive the 
annals continued, two sets ; one of which 1 take the liberty of requesting your 
presenting to the Agricultural society, as before." In compliance with Mr. 
Young's wishes, the President sends herewith the annals from No. 61, to No. 
86, both inclusive, to Mr. Powel, requesting him to be so good as to present 
them to the society. 

Samuel Powel, Esq., - ' ' ' 

President of the Philadelphia society for promoting agriculture. 



Dbasl Sib: — At the moment you proposed, half-after eleven to-morrow, to 
see the operation. of Col. Anderson's machine, it did not occur to me, that 
at two o'clock 1 must be at home. Quere — Is ther« full time between those 
hourd to perform the ride and have full proof of the utility of the threshing 
machine 1 If you answer in the affirmative, let the hour remain — if in the 
negative, I am under the necessity of postponing my attendance until the 
next day, or some other time. Your solution of this question, will much 
oblige 

Your obedient and affectionate humble servant, 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

Wednesday, nth Jiugttst^ V79h 



Deab Sib : — ^By one of the late ships from London, I have received from 
Mr. Arthur Young, two sets of his annals, numbered from 93 to 108, incla- 
eively. Although no direction is given concerning them, 1 take it for grant- 
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ed that one set is intended as usual, for the Agricultural society of this city, * | 

and to you as President thereof, I send them accordingly. 

With esteem and regard, 

I am, dear sir. 

Your ohedient servant, 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 
Ma. PowEL. 



New Yohk, December 15, 1789. 

Dear Sir : — ^I am sorry to find from your favor of the 9th., that you have 
had cause to recall the report made to Major Jackson, relative to the Hessian 
fly. I have not written to Mr. Young yet on this subject ; j^erhaps it may be 
some time before I shall. In my late tour through the Eastern States, I was 
informed, (particularly in Connecticut,) that this destructive insect had also 
appeared in their fields of wheat. What an error it is, and how much to be 
regretted, that the farmers do not confine themselves to the yellow bearded 
wheat, if, from experience, it is found capable of resisting the ravages of this 
otherwise all conquering foe. 

Mrs. Washington and myself are very much obliged by Mrs. Powel's kind 
remembrances of us, and offer our best respects and sincerest good wishes in 
return to her and to yourself. 

I have the honor to be, dear sir, 

Your most obedient servant^ 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 



New York, Feifruary 21, 1790. 

Dear Sir : — ^I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of a letter, 
which you have been so good as to write to me by the direction of the Phila-' 
delphia society for promoting agriculture, and I beg leave to request your 
communication of my thanks to the society for their polite, attention in the 
present which accompanied it. 

Among the advantages resulting from this institution, it is particularly 
pleasing to observe that a spirit of emulation has been eicited by the rewards 
offered to excellence in the several branches of rtiral economy, and I think 
there is every reason to hope the continuance of the^e beiieficial consequences, 
from such well judged liberality. As no one delights more than I'do in the 
objects ot your institution, so no one experiences more real pleasure, from 
every proof of their progress, among which it marks the discernment of the 
society^ to hate dhtingUisfaed Mi". Matthewson's improTcment in the useful 
15 
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mrt of making cheese. With sincere wishes for the advancement of our agri* 
cultural interests, and with great regard, 

i am, dear sir. 

Your most obedient servant, 

GEO. WASHINGTON, 

Samuel Powel, Esq., 

President of the Philadelphia society for promoting agriculture. 



Letter comprising the substance of a verbal communication on the conver- 
sion of ofial flesh into manure, by Robert Hare, M. D. 

291, Chesnut Street, Philadelphia, June 9. 

My Dear Sie : — My object this morning in making a verbal communica- 
tion to the agricultural society, was to suggest that the carcuses of dogs killed 
under the ''dog law," so called, might be employed to carry out upon a large 
scale, some experiments of which I made mention to the society some years 
since, in wh,ich fish or flesh was converted into a pulverizable mass, equiva- 
lent to guano. It would only be necessary to steep the animals in a solution 
of about three parts of sulphuric acid, four parts of salt and about thirty 
of water for from six to twelve hours, and subsequently to dry them under a 
shed, protected from rain, or by an anthracite fire, as meat is smoked. 

Preferably, the skin should be removed before the steeping, and the abdo- 
men opened. The animals might, however, be stunned by a blow and throvm 
into the solution, or they might be injected by the solution by the jugular 
artery, and also through the gullet or rectum. ' 

Hydrostatic pressure might be used by placing the solution in any elevated 
position, in an upper story, for instance, of any building resorted to, and 
bringing it down by a leaden pipe. When the deseccation is effected by 
heat as above suggested, it may be carried to the temperature of melting tin, 
nearly, say 400 degrees, without diminishing the ammoniacal elements.-— 
When this heat is used the whole mass becomes freable and easy to reduce to 
powder. The bones as well as the flesh slugs roasted to this point, becomes 
as brittle as glass. This fact was verified on a pretty large scale by the 
liberal assistance of Robert Giimore, Esq., of Maryland, who wrote a most 
favorable account of the success of the resulting manure. When animal 
matter, such as ^slugs or bones, are heated in a dose vessel, the first escape of 
ammoniacal elements may be detected by a feather dipped in muriatic acid, 
or by a very weak aAd almost colorless solution of blue vitriol or sulphate of 
copper. Fetor is corrected by wood tar or rosin, which may be made more 
active by mingling with oil of turpentine. 

Sincerely the well-wisher of yourself and of the society, 

Truly yours, ROBERT HARE. 

Dr. a. L. ELWTir , 

President of the Philadelphia society for promoting agriculture. 
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Stated meeting at rooms, Masonic Hall, South Third stre^, on Wednes- 
day, July 5, 1854. President, A. L. Elwyn, M. D. in the chair. Minutes of 
preceding meeting w«re read and approved. 

The following gentlemen proposed for membership at previous meeting, 
were balloted for and declared duly elected : 

Dr. Charles Noble, PhiJadelphia. 

Dr. J. E. Fox, do. 

Mr. Marmaduke Watson, do. 

Dr. Wm.V. Keating, do. 

Dr. Edward Peace, do. 

Two propositions for resident membership were received. 

The committee of five appointed at the last meeting, to report to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the State Society, the adaptedness of Powelton for the 
purposes of the State Fair, reported that the necessity for their acting had been 
superseded by the visit of the President and Secretary of the State Society to 
the grounds. On motion that the committee be discharged, which was so 
ordered. 

The President reported that agreeably to resolution, hej^ad tendered to the 
State Society, the services of the society as local committee of arrangement 
for the exhibition, and that the offer had been accepted. 

Voted on motion, that a sub-committee of nine be appointed to execute the 
duties devolving on this society as local committee of arrangements for the 
State Fair; whereupon Messrs. A. J. Newbold, John M'Gowan, Aaron Cle- 
ment, C. W. Harrison, S. C. Willits, David George, George Blight, D. Lan- 
dreth and L. H. Twaddell, were appointed by the chair. 

It having been intimated that grounds for the ploughing match would be 
required in addition to Powelton, several members gave the assurance that 
from adjoining or neighboring property, every accommodation could be 
obtained. 

r 

The President reported that he had just returned from a highly satisfactory 
trial of Adkin's reaper. He invited members to relate their experience with 
the various mowing and reaping machines ; whereupon an animated and pro- 
longed discussion ensued, wherein Messrs. G. Blight, C. W. Harrison, D. Lan- 
dreth, J. Pearson, O. Sheridan, D. Kelly, S. C. Willitts and others participa- 
ted, and during which the superiority of Ketchum's, Hussey's, M'Cormick's, 
Allen's and Adkin's reapers w&s respectively affirmed and denied. The great 
advantage to the farmer of this application of power was generally recognized. 
Failures were attributed rather to defective construction than to error in 
design. The identical machines which had succeeded perfectly with somcj 
had failed with others, success being ascribed to greater evenness of ground, 
erectness of crops or experience on the part of the farm hands. 

Dr. Kennedy submitted the following resolution : 

Resolvedy That the Secretary be and he is hereby authorized to advertise 
the meetings of the society, and to invite the proprietors of new and im- 
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proved imp]em«Bts, machines and other objeets of agricaltural interest to send 
specimens and models to the meetings. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously, and the society adjourned. 



Stated meeting, August, 1854. President, Dr. A. L. Elwyn, in the chair. 

Minutes of preceding meeting read and approved. 

Dr. \yilliam Shippen and Mr. J. C. Cresson, proposed as resident members 
at last meeting, were balloted for and duly elected. 

Two propositions for resident membership were received. 

Mr. David George tendered his resignation from the Joint Committee of 
Arrangement on the State Agricultural Fair. On motion, the resignation 
was accepted, and Mr. John Rice appointed in his stead. 

Mr. Harrison, from the same committee, reported that the grounds at Powel- 
ton had been enclosed for the purposes of the fair, and that a proposition had 
been made to the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, to adopt their premium 
list, and the awards of their judges, provided the society would waive their 
usual exhibition and throw their influence in behalf of the Horticultural 
department of the State Fair. 

The President inquired concerning the result of the late exhibition of im- 
plements at Mr. Stavely's, in Bucks county. 

Mr. Landreth had understood that, owing to the great diversity of opinion 
which prevailed, awards had been made to several of the competitors. 

On motion of Mr. Landreth, that the Secretary be and he is hereby 
authorized to send a copy of the published minutes of the society recently 
prepared in pamphlet form, to every kindred society in the Union. Which 
was so ordered. 

Dr. Kennedy hoped that the discussion oh reaping and mowing machines, 
postponed frpm last meeting, would be resumed. Hitherto our society had 
devoted too little attention to agricultural machinery, a d^artment in which 
our countrymen would probably attain to the highest excellence. In the im- 
provement of stock, in irrigation, in drainage, in the cultivation of soils and 
the application of concentrated manures, we competed with Europe unequal- 
ly. There labor was cheaper, and wealth more concentrated. The high price 
of labor, while it prevented expensive experiments in agriculture, stimulated 
to the invention and perfection of labor-saving machinery. Reaping and 
mowing machines were cases in point. American agriculture had received 
no greater boon for many years, and ^agricultural societies could do no greater 
service to the cause, than by increasing the list of their premiums for improved 
implements and newly invented machihery. In England, where such inven- 
tions were less needed, their production was vastly more stimulated by, prizes. 
M'Cormick's reaper was the great feature of the Ajgrriculturai Department of 
the World's Fair at London. Yet the speaker had there seen a drain-laying 
machine which dug the trench, laid the tiles and covered thetti up by jiower 
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applied to a windlass at a remote part of the field ! Tile-making machines 
came- properly within the province of the agriculturist. Tiles were now made 
in Europe in a continuous tube, the clay being forced through proper orifices 
in steel plates, by the pressure of a piston, (as in the manufacture of macca- 
roni,) or by friction of rollers. The tubes as they are formed are cut into 
appropriate lengths. Dr. K. had failed to find such tile machines in Albapy, 
where he had been on the preceding Saturday. He farther explained their 
action, and also that of the tile-laying machine, above cited. 

Mr. Sheridan contended that drain-laying machines might do in a light, 
well-worked soil, in Europe, but not in the refractory, stony soils of America. 
He could not imagine a subsoil plow which could cut a drain without leaving 
a wide, open trench. 

Mr. Samuel Williams had seen such ploughs. They burrowed, as it were, 
the lower part, not improperly called a shoe, connected with the frame of the 
plough, by means of a thin, strong piece of iron, which, like a coulter, pre- 
sented its edge to the sod. The peculiarity of the machine described by Dr. 
Kennedy, did not consist so much in that it made a trench, as that it laid the 
tiles evenly immediately following the plough, and closed in the soil over 
them. 

Mr. Landreth was pleased to hear the amount of agricultural machinery at 
the World's Fair, and coincided in the opinion that the subject of agricultural 
machines had not received sufficient attention and encouragement. He re- 
sumed the debate on the reaper and mower, and was followed by Messrs. Har- 
rison, Willits, Newton, Geo, R. Engle, Gustavus Engle, Sheridan and others. 
Adjourned. 



Stated meeting at room in Masonic Hall, South Third street, on Wednes- 
day, August 3, 1854. Dr. Elwyn, President, in the chair. 

The minutes of preceding meeting were read and approved. 

Professor J. C. Cresson, Dr. Wm. Shippen and Mr. T. C. James, proposed 
at previous meeting, were elected resident members. 

Mr. A. T, Newbold, in behalf of sub-committee on State Fair, reported 
having met the members of the joint committee appointed by the State So- 
ciety. A proposition inviting the co-operation of the. Pennsylvania Horti- 
cultural Society had been passed, and there was reason to believe that it 
would be accepted by that society. 

The chair inquired as to the result of the exhibition of implements recently 
held at Mr. Stavely's, in Bucks county. Mr. Landreth had understood that 
the exhibition was well attended, and that the equality of merit of the im- 
plements tried, was so marked, that much diversity of opinion prevailed as 
to them. Awards were made to several, especially to the mowers and reapers. 

Mr. Landreth moved to authorize the Secretary to send copies of the pub- 
lished minutes of the society, from 1785 to 1810, to kindred societies in the 
United States, which have libraries and hold regular meetings. Agreed to. 
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The diacussioD [on mowing and reaping machines, commenced at the pre- 
ceding meeting, was then resumed and continued by Messrs. Newton, Gus- 
Wus Engle, Landreth, Harrison, Sheridan and others, pending which the 
society adjourned. 



September meeting, 1854. Dr. A. L. Elwyn, President, in the chair. 
Minutes of the preceding meeting read and approved. Dr. Pepper and Mr. 
Wm. P. Walter, both of Philadelphia, were elected members. Four propo- 
sitions fbr resident membership were presented. 

The sub-committee of arrangement for the State Fair, through their chair- 
man, Mr. A. T. Newbold, reported the condition of the grounds and the pro- 
gress made in the arrangements. 

A commuliication was received from Lieut. Jas. S. Biddle, light-house in- 
spector, offering to furnish members of the society with ^eeds- of several va- 
rieties of colza or rape, which had recently been imported, with a view to its 
extensive growth in this country, as a source of oil for purposes of light- 
house and other illuminations. 

Mr. Landreth, in reply to a question from the chair, stated that the seed 
was already well known in this county. It was of easy cultivation, and could 
be sown in any corner, at the same time as ruta baga. The plant was some 
time used for green soiling. He had eight acres sown with the seed, and de- 
signed the plants for cattle in the autumn. The habit of the colza was pre- 
cisely that of ruta baga, and it was cultivated in the same manner, the young 
plants Ibeing set out in the spring. He did not raise the seed because of the 
plant hybridizing, with other species of Brassica. 

On motion, that the communication be filed and its receipt acknowledged, 
which was so ordered. 

Mr. Ford called attention to the importance of the potato crop and the 
means of preserving potatoes throughout the season. He thought that the 
time of taking them up, and the kind of place required for storing them, were 
not properly regarded. He believed that the cold dews and hot sun had 
destroyed large quantities in 184<9. He had taken his up early, and with the 
adhering soil had placed them in a heap in a close cellar, merely leaving the 
door open occasionally, to change the air. His loss had been comparatively 
light, both in that year and in 1851, when he repeated the process. He was 
satisfied that potatoes planted late were in most danger, and that early plant- 
ing and early digging up were sure means of safety. 

Mr. Sheridan attributed the loss of the potato crop to careless cultivation. 

The chair inquired of Mr. Ford if his potatoes were now sufficiently ad- 
vanced to be dug 1 

Mr. Ford. Certainly — and already the largest and oldest, if any, will be 
found diseased. Potatoes should be planted early in April. 1 would even 
recommend fall planting. Potatoes left in the ground, are often found sprout* 
ing vigorously in the spring. 
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Mr. Landreth had generally succeeded in planting potatoes in the fall for 
table use early in the spring. Last winter, however, was known to be the most 
severe for many years, and he had lost his winter planting. His practice was, 
to plant deep, put manure on the potato, and heap the soil well up. His po» 
tatoes are up at the usual time of planting in the spring. He thinks fall plant- 
ing generally practicable ; and there is a gain in time, at a season when there 
is not much to do. 

Dr. King corroborated Mr. Landreth's statements as to the loss of the crop 
by the severity of last winter. 

Mr. Ingersoll suggested that a slight mulching would give additional se- 
curity against cold. 

Mr. Landreth had tried it, but the weeds had gained the advantage under 
the plan. 

Mr. Willets, when near the sea shore recently, had seen potatoes green and 
flourishing amid the general barrenness, in consequence of their having been 
mulched with salt grass. They were quite clean of weeds. He had found 
the advantage of fall planting in a row accidentally left undug in one of his 
fields. The potatoes came up in the spring, and in June were large and fine^ 
and three weeks earlier than those planted at the usual time. 

Mr. Pearson's experience favored the^ views of Mr. Ford. Spread on a dry 
barn floor many of his potatoes had decayed ; but in a cellar stored with the 
soil adhering, they had kept well. Two great care in cleaning potatoes was 
the cause of disease. Dirt kept them dry. 

Mr. G. W. Holmes used a well ventilated cellar, in Wlt^|i he had stored 
seven hundred bushels with soil attached; but fifteen bushels had rotted. 
The top of the heap became at first wet, but this soon dried. He had found 
no difficulty with his crop, either before, during or since the appearance of 
the rot. 

Mr. Ingersoll approved of close packing. He thought highly of the efiects 
of charcoal dust. He had taken a diseased potato, sprinkled it with such 
dust, put it in an exposed place, and the disease went no further. 

On motion, adjourned. 



Stated meeting, October 4, 1854. Vice President, A. T. Newbold, in the 
ehair. Minutes of preceding meeting read and approved. 

Messrs. Edward Armstrong, B. H. Brewster, Wm. Blight and Jos. Glenal, 
were elected resident members. 

The sub-committee of arrangement of the State Fair, reported that the ex- 
hibition as a whole had never been equalled in the Union. The sub-commit- 
tee, however, were unable to make any statement of the amount of the receipts 
and expenses. 

A free conversation ensued on the general subject of the management of 
the Fair, after which the society adjourned. 
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Stated meeting, November 1, 1854, at usual place. President, Dr. Elwyn, 
in the chair. Minutes of preceding meeting read and approved. 

Mr. Henry G. Pratt, of Frankford, was proposed for membership by Mr. 
John M'Gowan. 

The resolution previously proposed by Mr. A. T. Newbold, "that the Re- 
cording Secretary be ex-officio a member of all Standing Committees," was 
called up and discussed. 

Dr. G. S. King moved to amend by striking out the words, "member of all 
Standing Committees," and inserting "Secretary of Committee on Exhibi- 
tion," which amendment prevailed, and the resolution as amended was then 
agreed to. 

Mr. A. M. Spangler, on a call from the chair, stated, that he had attended 
the recent exhibition of the Lancaster County Society, and found the attend- 
ance slim, and the display poor, both of implements and cattle. This he 
attributed in part to the late severe visitation of the cholera in that county. 
The jealousy on the subject of the exhibition, between the towns of Lancaster 
ajad Columbia, each being anxious ^to secure the holding of it, was injuring 
the society as well as the county exhibitions. 

Mr. Sheridan moved, that the advertising of the meetings of the Society, 
in the newspapers, be discontinued ^ which motion was not agreed to. 
Adjourned. 



A stated meeting of the Philadelphia Society for promoting Agriculture, 
was held at the room, South Third street, on Wednesday morning, December^ 
1854. President, Dr. A. L. Elwyn, in the chair. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and approved. Mr. Henry 
C. Pratt, of Frankford, was unanimously elected a resident member. 

The President stated that Vice Preside;nt Clement had recently visited 
agricultural fairs in Maryland and Virginia, and called upon him for an ac- 
count of his visit. 

Mr. Clement responded, by describing the fair at Richmond as exceed- 
ingly successful. The grounds, twenty-five acres in extent, were superior, 
the attendance large, and the display fine. The society has a fund of fifty 
thousand dollars, permanently invested. 

The society exhibiting at Petersburg, is composed of members in North 
Carolina as well as in Virginia. The grounds are near the town, and comprise 
fifteen acres, and were beautifully arranged and decorated, and good accom* 
modations for objects exhibited were afforded. The subject of purchasing 
an experimental farm was^proposed, and met with so much favor that ten 
thousand dollars were subscribed on the spot. 

The exhibition at Baltimore was by no means equal to those formerly held. 

Mr. Waring, of Connecticut, was present, and at the request of the chair 
described the cattle show of the United States Agricultural Society, at 
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Springfield. The best cattle there were imported ; their tiaality was excel- 
lent, but the number small. The award of prizes was liberal and caused 
much competition. 

Mr. Harrison moved th^t » committee be appointed to nominate officers for 
the ensuing year. Adopted, and Messrs. Harrison, J-. Lardner, M'Gowan, 
Williams and Newboid were appointed the committee. 

On motion of Dr. Kennedy, that a committee he appointed to correspond 
with the agricultural societies in the State, and obtain statistics of their con- 
dition, organization, meetings, exhibitions, etc., which was sc^ordered, and 
Drs. Kennedy and M'Grea, and Mr. C. W. Harrison, were appointed the 
committee. 

Mr. Tyson suggested that the fact of the existence of societies might be 
learned by addressing the President Judges of the county courts. 

The chair having requested Vice President Clement to give an account 
of the first introduction of Durhams into this country, that gentleman made 
a most interesting statement, during which he said that the first animal in 
this country of the stock in question, was a cow, called the Kilton cow, 
which had been sent from England about 1805, on speculation. She was 
valued at two hundred guineas, but at that price found no purchaser, and was 
sent back. She was with young when she arrived, and while here she had 
a bull calf, which was given to Jacob Serrill, of Darby, Delaware county, 
Pa., for the trouble he had had in keeping the cow. From this calf, by crossing 
with our so called native cows, very fine cattle had "been obtained — steers 
weighing from fourteen to sixteen hundred pounds. 

The committee on nominations reported the requisite number of nominees. 
Adjourned. 



SCHUYLKILL COUNTY. 

Office of the Schuylkill County Aqeicultueal Society, ) 

Ortoigsburgj February 15, 1855. ) 

To the President of the Pennsylvimia State ^grkidtural Society : 

Sin : — ^In compliance with yoi^r circular, I herewith transmit you a brief 
report of this society. It was organized on the 22d of February, 1851, held 
no exhibition the first year, but held its third annual exhibition at Orwigs- 
burg on the 17th, 18th and 19th days of October, 1854. The society is in a 
prosperous condition, although it counts only about three hundred members, 
regular and irregular. 

The amount of premiums awarded at our last exhibition was three hundred 
and twenty dollars. 

The annual address was delivered by Gen. George M. Keim, of Reading, a 
copy of which 1 will transmit for publication in the transactions of the State 
Society. 



1 
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The officers elected on the first of January, 1855, are : 
Pbesident — Hon. Jacob Hammer. 
Vice Presidents — Joshua Bock and J. J. Paxson. 
£ecordinq Secretary and Librarian — Joshua S. Keller. 
Corresponding Secretary — Samuel H. Madden. 
Treasttrer — Joseph Hammer. 
Curators — Dr, J. F. Treichler and Rubens Peal. 

The regular meetings of the society are held on the last Saturday of each 
month. f 

J. S. KELLER, Recording Secretary. 



ADDRESS. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : — ' 

That nation whose agriculture is prosperous, is foremost in civilization, 
whilst an inability to supply food betokens a weak government, in constant 
dread of famine, and a total lack of independence. Of old, agriculture was 
known as the nursing mother of the arts, for Xenophon has shown that 
"where it prospers, the arts thrive ; but where the earth is uncultivated, ther« 
the other arts are destroyed." 

It may justly be termed a school of industry, which teaches a reliance upon 
our own efibrts for reward, and dignifies labor by the noble enterprise of sub- 
duing even the elements to the purpose of human subsistence. The palmiest 
days of Rome were distinguished for their reverence to this worthy employ- 
ment ; Cincinnatus, on his ruturn from conquest, was more impatient to re- 
tire to his little villa, than to be greeted in triumph by the whole Roman 
people. The hand of Regulus fitted the plough as well as the sword. Whilst 
he was absent in Africa, the Senate attended to his crops, and sent him word 
that they would continue to do so, as long as he remained at the head of their 
armies. 

Julius Agricoh has the merit of being one of the earliest bepefactors of 
Great Britain, in incylcating the art of culture, which afiforded abundant sup- 
plies not only to the army but large quantities of grain were exported from 
the Island. After the Roman power declined, the constant predatory incur- 
nons of the numerous clans upon each others' possessions, rendered the tillagt 
of the ground a precarious pursuit. The spirit of the warrior seemed humbled 
in the exercise of works so pacific and bloodless. Hence on such grounds 
must we infer those laws were founded which treated the cultivation of l^^ 
as unworthy the notice of men, and prevented it from being followed except 
by women and slaves. There is in the character of the North American 
Indians a similar disregard for any occupation of industry. They leave all 
that is to be done by handicraft, to women and slaves. The attractions of 
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the chase are more congenial with their pleasures, than those which of ne- 
cessity are more sedentary and tedious. What is the Red Man with such an- 
tecedents but a wanderer upon the face of the earth % Vainly have efibrts 
been made to instruct him in the arts of civilization ; he becomes an adept 
only to such as administer to his untamed passions, and his mission is closed 
wherever the stroke of the axe opens a path through the forest, and invites 
the fostering hand of industry to awaken the latent virtues of the soil. In a 
political as well as moral view there is much to be acquired from a permanent 
investiture of the soil. The principal charm of life is identified with it. Not 
only is it promotive of the right of property and a consequent dependence 
upon the safety and security of the State, but the cottage reared by our fore- 
fathers, and the old oak that overshadows it, impress us with pleasing recol- 
lections. The associations of youth, of middle age, or of declining years, 
cluster around the heart in memory of the old homestead. The family altar 
is there — there, the first letters of instruction have been inculcated, and char- 
acter has been formed, to mark the progress of life with good or evil. The 
spirit of good is peculiarly the invocation of the husbandman. His daily ob- 
servations of physical changes astonish his senses, and lead him onward to a 
study of the source from whence they emanate. The truths of Revelation 
become manifest before him, without which civilization itself wer^ but half 
accomplished. Just as well might we hope for bountiful crops from a parched 
and sterile desert, as that the best fruits of human knowledge could be glean- 
ed without the salvo of some guiding principle, to renovate the mind and es* 
tablish its future destiny. Advantages arisine^ from the influences of agri- 
culture upon the character of nations are palpable and of easy discernment. — 
Wherever labor is degraded and luxury, idleness and pride predominate, 
nations or individuals sink into insignificance and reproach, but where indus- 
try lends its vigorous features to civilization, the blessings of peace, pros- 
perity and happiness enure as well to the people as the State. 

The prosperity of a nation is also augmented when the domain is appor- 
tioned into such divisions as may increase the number of landed porprietors, 
thus to insure not only a better appreciation of every acre, by making it 
thoroughly productive, but also to rear a permanent yeomanry as ready to 
pay her taxes as to fight her battles. In this view the progressive spirit of 
the age points to the homestead bill as a rational measure by which humanity 
is elevated beyond the common vicissitudes of fortune in assuring a home for 
the homeless. By such means the burdens of taxation will be lessened, and 
as small farms afford the largest profits, the value of productive wealth must 
be largely increased. 

The quiet serenity and composure of rural districts, compared with the 
noise and turbulence incident to cities, would indicate that whilst commerce 
feeds the passions, agriculture calms them. The agitations of trade are not 
congenial to the enlargement of human knowledge or to the improvment of 
Uiat preception of pleasure which makes contentment the principal object of 
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human happiness. Districts and sections of country occur in which that 
happiness is a reality. 

Imagine if you please an area of thl-ee hundred square miles with a popu- 
lation of four hundred persons. The inhabitants reside in numerous small 
hamlets neatly elevated by the hill side, and by common consent their local 
government is patriarchal. The aged of the village are generally the ances- 
tors of the rest, and all seem to be united as one family. Their occupations 
are various, for none are idle. Some are agricultural, some pastoral, some 
fell the forest, and some penetrate the thickets in the chase, or perchance lure 
with gilded bait the lithesome trout. They spin and weave the fleece of their 
own flocks, and color their clothes with native hues that vie in lustre with 
the Tyrian dye. . Their fields afibrd them bread, and their own herds present 
rich rashers of beef, redolent with the fragrance of sweet pastures and fresh 
air, that would bring tears of delight to the admirers of " England's staple," 
and make even a monk of La Trappe solicit temporary absolution. The wide 
spreading maple renders the tribute of sugar, and the wild bee brings them its 
casements of honey. Their trysting times are constant and not periodical. — 
Hospitality to the stranger is their ruling virtue. On such occasions the tables 
are laden with the choicest viands. Wat^r, sparkling and bright, fresh as 
from the rock of Horeb, graces the festival, fit emblem of innocence and purity 
that adds new charms to every repast. There was but one fellow-being whom 
they could not encourage — he was the physician, and old age was the only 
disease, for which Materia Medica suggested no remedy. The tax gatherer 
was provided for, and beside him, they owed no man any thing. Their every 
want was supplied and their every wish gratified, whilst care, the constant 
companion of mortals, seemed not yet to have discovered this little nook of 
Paradise. This is a truthful description of a township in this Commonwealth, 
whose virtues may well be imitated. There are doubtless many political theo- 
rists who would object to the unproductive character and apparent lethargy 
of a commuQity, whose commerce is complete without any foreign import, 
and who.se requirements are supplied without the need of money. To such 
as desire to enlarge the area of exchanges, and believe in the importance of 
increasing the mutual relations of nations by commercial intercourse, there 
may be gleaned but a sorry consolation from these statistics. Yet on the 
other hand, if the object of government is the alleviation of human suffering, 
and the assurance of man's highest happiness, it may be well to inquire 
whether these objects are not better obtained in this simple manner, than by 
those ingenious devices of art which constri^in an increase of exertion to attain 
an end already accomplished. If f\^e are independent of foreign nations and 
have within ourselves all the resources of abundance to supply our wants, the 
danger of war is not to be dreaded, because without an object of gain it is un- 
fashionable to provoke it. The wealth of the government in our system of 
liberty, is rather an evidenee of misrule than of good fortune, for whatever 
may be the wealth of individuals, that can only be maintained and protected 
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by the niost simple and economical administration of public affairs. With us, 
excessive accumulations in the treasury are a nucleous, around which disas- 
ters cluster like moths around the glare of a lamp ; it beguiles them from 
their better instincts, and draws them into a vortex of ruin that never can be 
retrieved. Schemes and projects however impracticable and speculative, are 
induced into plausible shape, and exhibit a disgusting picture of peculation 
and artifice, in which not only our law-givers participate, but the very Minis- 
ters of the Constitution have been willing to lend their superior service. A 
desertion of gradual means for a sudden and alluring prospect of gain, has 
degraded nations in the scale of power. Our own California with all her 
fascinations, has cost us more than she has yet paid ; Spain like a spider, sits 
crouching upon the ruins of her former grandeur, and the celebrated cities of 
the ,llanseatic league present a melancholy contrast to their once formidable 
power, * The strength of our national prosperity consists in the even tenor, 
the energy and firmness of our agricultural population, who seek not by sud- 
den exertions to obviate the necessity of future labor, but rely on their own 
efforts for the supply of every want, and for a resource under every emer- 
gency. The husbandman in a free country occupies the first rank amongst 
men. Instead of soliciting the favor, accommodating himself to the caprice, 
or administering to the vanities of mankind, he enters upon an equable and 
uniform career. The changes of the seasons and the operations of the ele- 
ments, are subjects whose nature he studies and to whose variations he con- 
forms his practice. His vigilance* never slumbers, but inspires a shrewd 
caution without that despicable cunning, which is acquired by bending to the 
humor of the times, and speculating on the changes of the fashions. Thus 
the art to which he is devoted, as far as it tends to elevate the mind and create 
a dignity of sentiment, must be allowed to rank among the pursuits of life, as 
higher and more worthy of his being. Look, if you please, for a moment at 
his present condition, in what dilemma is now the farming interests of the 
country 1 Where is its indebtedness! With what wild adventure has it 
become involved 1 Commerce, confused and precarious, ideal projects of vast 
extent, commenced upon groundless promises, are fast sinking into that in- 
significance to which a want of means consigns them. But this confusion 
presents to him no alarm, he has relied upon the bountiful resources of his 
well tilled soil, and invested in no adventure than that which long experience 
has sanctioned, and sound judgment approved. Almost all the classical au- 
thors whether statesmen, philosophers or poets, have left some memento Upon 
this art. What Hesiod, Xenophon, Cato, Columella and Cicero deemed worthy 
of their regard, remained for Virgil to adorn' with the eloquence of his poetic 
genius. The whole theory of farming is found in the instructions left us by 
Cato, that ''the liirist thing to be done is to plough well, the i^eoond to plough, 
aiid the third to tnanure.'' In 1534f the first book on Etigflish husbandry, by 
Jttdge Fit^herbeh, wiiis pt&iished. After him, Gabriel Platl^s published a dis* 
sertfttidn, which invites attention Oh\f for its quaintness of style. His direc- 
tibnB how to iiscofei a coal mine is pairt of his milgeet, and may aibird some 
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amusement if nothing else. He remarks, <^ When I consider the great number 
of treasures and riches which lyeth hidden in the belly of the earth, aind doth 
no good at all, and when I consider that the most part of the mines hitherto 
discovered have come by mere accident, I thought that I could not be better 
employed than to give rules and directions for the same, for though it is not 
impossible that if two men be sent to seek a thing that is lost, and one of 
them be hoodwinked and the other have the use and benefit' of his eyes, yet 
the person hoodwinked may casually stumble upon it, nevertheless it is twenty 
to one that the other should have found it before him. So in this case, I dare 
hazard a wager of twenty to one, that there will be more good mines dis- 
covered within seven years by these rules and directions than have been in 
twenty-seven years before. Though the pit coals be 6f small value, yet if a 
good mine thereof shall be discovered, herein is a receipt for ^the purpose. — 
About the middle of May, when the subterrannean vapors are strong, which 
may be discovered by the fern which about that time will suddenly ^row out 
of the earth in a night or two, almost a handful in length, then take a pure 
white piece of tifiany and wet it in the dew of the grass which is all of that 
spring's growth, and not soiled with cattle nor no other thing, then wring out 
the dew from it, and do so five or six times ; and if there be coals, the tifiany 
will be a little blacked and made foul with the sooty vapors arising through 
the coals and condensed among the dew. I admonish him that shall try with 
the tifiTany upon the dew, to let his hands be washed before with soap and hot 
water, and wiped with a pure white cloth till they will not foul the cloth at 
all, else if they spend their money in digging and find nothing they may thank 
their foul fingei^<^ for that misfortune." 

Sir Wm. Temple, in 1680, thus treats upon gardening : "That which makes 
the care of gardening more necessary, or at least more excusable, is, that all 
men eat fruit that can get it. So as the choice is only whether one will eat 
good or ill, and between these the difference is not greater in point of taste 
and delicacy, than it is of health, for whoever is used to eat good fruit, will 
do very great penance when he comes to ill. Now whoever will be sure to 
eat good fruit, must do it out of a garden of his own, for there is something 
very nice in gathering them and choosing the best, even from the same tree. 
The best fruit that is bought, has no more of the master's care than how to 
raise the greatest gains. His business is to have as much fruit as he can upon 
as few trees, whereas, the way to have it excellent, is to have but little upon 
many trees. So that for all things out of a garden, either of sallad or fruits, 
a poor man will eat better that has one of his own, than a rich man that has 
none." 

It was left for Jethro TuU to suggest the wonderful advantages of drill cul- 
ture, by which an impulse was given to the better construction of the tools 
and implements of husbandry. The primitive instruments of the days of Gi- 
deon and Sauls when iron was unknown, and ploughs made of crooked roots 
pointed with oz horns, were now no longer used to torture the ragged earth 
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into obedience. Mathematical precision and accuracy, and a goodly stirring 
up of the earth, were accomplished by the drill invention of Jethro Tuli. 
Although it was to the improvements of the present day, as Franklin's kite 
compared with the electiuc telegraph ; yet, the conception once achieved, the 
thought induro^ted and spread abroad, becoming a new incentive to additional 
efforts in saving labor and perfecting the mechanical machinery of culture. 
Whitney's cotton gin sprang from this source, and created a staple commodity 
for this country, that otherwise, from the high rate of labor, could not have 
been made available. The hoe, harrow, the plough, the roller, the clod 
crusher, the rake, the corn plough, the mow^r, the reaper and thresher, with 
daily accessions to their number^ are constantly being rendered more elective 
and useful. The application of chemistry to agriculture is comparatively of 
modern date. To Doctor Priestley are we indebted for the first experiments 
that demonstrated the decomposition of the carbonic acid of the atmosphere, 
by leaves of vegetables giving out oxygen and assimilating carbon. Sir Hum- 
phrey Davy, taking this initiative, occupied himself with every philosophical 
inquiry in the application of chemistry to the growth of plants and organic 
processes. 

Liebig, professing to follow in the train of Davy, by minute research and 
devoted study, has applied the physical sciences to agriculture, until the laws 
of vitality, which govern the functions of plants, are fast ceasing to be 
a mystery. 

The necessity for some means of renovation and rendering fertile, worn out 
and exhausted lands, is of the greatest importance. The work of destruction 
is going on to so great an extent, that in after time, what now is a smiling 
prairie, may become a desolate waste. The sugar and cotton planter deem 
the refuse of their crops so great an impediment to their present convenience, 
that they either erect high chimneys in order to burn them, or else cast them 
into the neighboring streams as a nuisance. The corn growers of the west 
have similar troubles, whilst the grain growers of the north are being ad- 
monished by the diminution of resultsy^ and the reducecd average of product 
per acre. That the earlier cultivators had better have hoarded those resources 
with more care, is the sad experience of their descendants. Science has been 
providentially and wisely directed to these investigations, in determining the 
various ingredients of the soil and their relative qualities, in ascertaining their 
combination, and in the application thereof to plants ^ not to plants only can 
this research be limited, but animals, birds and insects, their structure, habits 
and manners, are features indispensably necessary to be known. Science also 
teaches us that the laws of nature are unchangeable, and that all the phenomena 
which matter evolves, are the result of these laws. Thus, to gather causes 
from effects, to assign to each agency its share in the growth of plants, be- 
comes an object of instruction and profit. Many of the conclusions of physical 
science are as yet upon the threshold of their subject, among the intricacies 
of which, the greatest point to be understood, is the existence of an universal 
power that governs organic structure. 
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To ask that eirery fhrmer should become a chemist, is requestihg more than 
his arduous duties would permit ; hut that he should avail himself of the 
advantages arising therefrom, would be an evidence of knowing his best in- 
terests and minding his own business. 

He would learn that the principal property of a potato is potash ; that of 
wheat, rye, corn and buckwheat, is phosphoric acid ; of corn stalks, soda j of 
meadow hay, silica ; and of clover, lime. The food that plants obtain from 
the air are oxygen and hydrogen, although nitrogen composies four-fifths of 
the atmosphere, yet, it is said, that plants do not receive it directly from 
this source, but from its compounds, as in rain water, and as ammonia, which 
consists of nitrogen and hydrogen. Carbon, which is also contained in the 
atmosphere, enters largely into and forms the greatest constituent of all 
plants ; it is but 1-500 part of the atmosphere. The inquiry may be made, as 
nature supplies such an excess of nitrogen, and requires so little, whilst car- 
bon is so small a constituent and yet so iriuch required, whether these are not 
among the impenitrabilia of nature, into which science has not yet been per- 
roitted to enter 1 The organic food is from the air,, and the inorganic from the 
soil, composed chiefly of soda, potash, magnesia, sulphuric acid, phosphoric 
acid, chlorine, silica and lime. This, then, is the theory of agricultural che- 
mistry. It proposes to define the component parts of the soil and atmosphere, 
and by an analysis of the productis which are cultivated, it supplies by arti- 
ficial means to the soil again, those properties of which the crops deprived 
it. It is true, that the processes by which plants absorb the different elements 
are not yet understood, and it has been questioned whether mineral manure, 
or ammonia, is the most advantageous to those processeis. Experiments in 
the field can alone determine the fact, although it is safe to say, that great 
benefits result from the use of both. This is emphatically an age in which 
there seems to be a perfect epidemic for books on every subject, and agri- 
culture comes in for a large shiEire. Too frequently, however, more is claimed 
for a discovery or invention than it deservies ; as of yore, the alchemits pro- 
fessed to make gold by means of a refinied and mystical powder, applied to the 
inferior metals, so the pretensions of the bibliopole promise many more ad- 
vantages than can be realized ; where so much is doing, some new theme of 
agitation is constantly invoked, so as to aiSbrd interest and variety, and thus 
insure a sale of the book itself, or the patent fertilizer it may recommend. It 
has become a reproach to us, that our attachment to old customs prevents any 
attempt at the introduction of improvements. This is an unjust imputation. 
If you cast your eye upon the counties of Lancaster, Berks, Lehigh, North- 
ampton and York, and compare the refreshing aspect they present with any 
other agricultural region iii the Commonwealth, you will find the sycle.of 
crop^ as well understood and practiced, as in any part of the world, wherever 
wages rule at the same rate. They seek to learn the truth of an experiment 
before it is adopted, and whilst they are conscious that ma^ operations upon 
the farm may be more eff3ctual in resulta, yet the questioirof &ipemeii» oiteu 
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M Evidence 6f tne inutility atisitig froitt it. What avafls the increase of pror 
dtitts. If the eost t&efieof exceeds the probt T IVfeii of unlimited means may. 
attilise themselves by eveiry suggestion that theory presents, but the soil is 
ejected l^o r^muiierate the husbandman, or else his labor is bestowed in vain. 
Left it not be ibid that there is an aversion to improvement, since so much is 
eip6fcted by inventors and patentees, that ii woiilA ifequire more than a {aitA 
is worth to yifeld a trial to all *th4 projects tKey choose to offer. 

I'll agricultural pursuits it is bietter to be cautious of innovations ttian to be 
Mi away too hastily by every suggestion tfeat finds ils way in print, firom an 
irtesponsible sbufce. If tbie carclinal virtues of the husbandman, industry, 
temperance, economy and prudence are wanting, lie looks in vain for success 
oi prosperity froin any quarter, experimental or practical. The sooner he ^ 
closes his account current with our good and benign Mother Earth, the better 
it will be for hirh and posterity, for men caiinot " gather grapes of thorns, 
of figs of tbistles." Usages, honored in memory, have mostly answered a 
gbod purpose, as the custom of looking into tbe almanac for a propitious 
sign, at least establishes a time and a season for work, if even the moon has 
no influence upon the operation. Too much attention to the mechanical labor 
cannot well be exerted upon laiid. Every stone that can be removed, ailds to 
the facility of working it ; and if it could be afforded, spade culture is known 
to be more perfect and successful than any other, biscause the regular pulveri- 
zation of the whole is more complete than by any other method. The feir-. 
tility of a soil miist be repaired, not only by proper ploughing and hoeing, that 
it may be subjected to atmospheric influences, but it must also be fed with ' 
such substances as afford nutriment to vegetation. This is done by manure. 
Whilst science has shown that there are many sources from which the manure 
heiip^ may be replenished, thiere has as yet been no denial of the value, nor 
has Any substitute been preferred to the old fashioned medicum, commonly^ 
known as barn-yard manure. This has been, heretofore, the main reliance of^ 
farmers, and when applied abundieuitly, has never been known to fail. Tet, 
the inventions of concentrated manures, such as can be purchased at a rea* 
conable price, and possess fertilizing Qualities, is a powerful aid to those who 
have not the opportunity of procuring a better restorative to a worn-out soil. 

The water or moisture in barn-yard manure is generally four-fifths of the 
whole, so that the expense of labor for every twenty tons upon the field, em- 
braces the item, sixteen tons of water. These twenty tons^ it is contended, 
are not more efiicacious than five hundred pounds of super-phosphate of lime. 
It is an excellent excitement to the growth of clover, which in this part of 
the country has always been considered the chief support of a good system 
of husbandry. Various other diemical inventions are found in the market, 
but the super-phosphate of Umei made of bones dissolved in sulphuric acid, 
to which is added aoMiioniay seems to bear the palm of merit. Another recent 
invention of adding df jipd^)>lood to super^pfapsphate of lime, in order to nitrp* 
genftte ij^ is.s{K>kQi^ of. Wk^Jn^r tl|9 DOtaabi ammonis, limej magnesui, cUo» 
'"" 16 ■'"'■■ ■ 
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na&y j^kusplionni, tvliAnr and loda, whiok raaf be waat^d^ ctei be dmi ^hfetvw 
plied) !■ qmstiooaUe. Ffook.mj owa csperieneey the smpef-phoiphBte of., 
lime, although an exerilent venoqrator, induees the grewth of muit and ei^l^ .i- 
in the exeeaa of fxee phosfihotie aoid. Pablic attention for tome time Jn* . 
been directed to guano, as likely to prove an invaluable adjonot to joevive levr ^ : 
tilltjr. The interest of the natiamal debt of Pern is paid by the sale of. thia. . 
artieie alone* tiiieh is its wonderful efiect, that they teve a pvovetbi .'^4l- - 
though guano is no Sain^ it perforana many miiaeleB." It is supposed in Ibai .- 
presei|t year the eaports of guano to all ports, may xaadi three iMuidred thou*, 
sand tons, paying to the government of Peru twenty dollaie.per ton^ on sift: 
millions of dollars jHrofit. Of this amount, the United States receives, A]m^ 
one hundred thousand tons, being an increase, ^f ninety-five thousand t^fis , 
over the first shipment in 1845. There are other guano deposits el^ewh^re^. 
but of inferior quality. Owing to the great demand for this article, £pgli#^ 
and American merchants, ever on the alert, by advances and loan^ to f e^ ^, 
have obtained peculiar privileges in the trade, until at length the p^icf^ |)aj|:, 
reached the exorbitant sum of fifty-four dollars per ton. At such rste it c^a^es 
to be remunerative to the farmer, as the crop will be absorbed by the expenses 
incident to it. ElBTorts are making by the United States to have the pripe, 
reduced, but thus far negotiations have failed* Peru owns the islands fr^m 
whence it is taken, and which in fact are but the roosts of sea birds. As it , 
never rains there, the dung accumulates, which, together with the sq^ray of 
the sea and the refuse of dead birds and garbage, form this invalu|ibie oom- 
post. The States of Maryland and Virginia have chemists specially author- 
ized to investigate every lot that arrives, so that purchasers are assured of 
the quality they acquire. 

The following very valuable compound, or artificial guano, has met with 
great favor in Virginia, and may be prepared at a cost of fifteen dollars per 

ton: 

Poultry dung i « • • .^ 10 bushels. 

Mould from pine woods 10 do. 

Fine bone dust ,.• • •# • • « .' 3 do. 

Ground gypsum.. .. ;«, •••• 3 do. 

Nitrate of soda • « • • .-*. 40 pounds. 

Sal ammoniac. «... 22 do. 

Garb, ammonia «.••••• 11 do. 

Sulphate of soda .20 do. 

Sulphate of magnesia •••••..• 10 do. 

Common salt ^•-•^ • • • ■ 10 do. 

Dissolve No. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 in water sufficient therefor, and then add 
the whole together as if making mortar, putting in the gypsum last* Keep 
in a dry plieice, covered so as to exclude the air until used. This will answer 
for six aces of land. 

In this region, the abundance of anthracite coal dast'mi^y be cohsideted u ' 
exoelieni means of assisting the fertility of the soil, paiticutarly' when' daii^ 
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poifdv^adi]^' tiinivito Ma UmIo odar, it iilMoti» Imttoa.gniliQp^tiieBt^^ 
thto ebqr^ And pielft meehaniettUy^ in vendwiag tiic «oil anUoi loom, andpcr^ ' 
meabletta^the air* It oontMis ninelgr per rcent. of carboa, and fseqaeiitl]^ tsaoaa » 
of «Bl)^hitii| the latter is alwaya sal^eot tc tha astumofjkhe atmes^aiai Al- o 
tho^h dia oarkmio elenent may be toe eQncrato to be aolidbte Ja^wQMV'yat-^ 
tboAfleual aotaoa (^ tbe. m^tbeptenda to pfonM>te decajfr, labich it akobastened >^ 
by ike cotl.Maga laife abioibeat of wsteiv ' Wbalui niaeiai «atbiaeitey> 
waa-eao&lmqg* pkuUs, tbat -abetmoted eaabott fmni tlie air, wbieh^ by* bam 
mg\ m tbe akaffiratflaoafheriedscenipedtioM, iaiMtuiaed agua 4e be a^aa 
priMlmi4aahe na^af TegetatioD. . . 

9b'^l^ Q|)on artifi6ial*manQred as a univeTsiil remedy for wasted soils, is ' 
to %1ongai^ tiie Isn^gestion with the same enthnsiam that Hbmeopathy asks its 
followers to take occasional doses from the fragrance of an empty vial. 

To deny the value of mineral manures, as lime and gypsum, would run 
cottiiter io tbe judgment of every practical observer; and in view pf their 
adhiiitcfd (Efficacy, are tbere not other minerals tbat might be advantageously. 
applfM t6 the soil 1 ' Phosphorus, that enters largely into the material of 
crops, i^ equally important with lime and gypsum. Every one hundred bush* 
eld of 'Wheat contains sixty pounds of phosphoric acid. It occurs in the 
fodsiKferotts rocks below the coal formation, yet, as a component part of 
miherals, it is rare. Prom its scarcity among minerals, and the great re- 
quirement that some plants liave for it, the phosphate of lime deserves a 
fair trial. The reason that guano answers so good a purpose, is, that like 
barii yard aoanure, it contains ail the elements that promote the growth of 
plants. 

One of the most powerfql and simple means of saturating the ammonia of 
manuire, or of fecal substances, is sulphate of iron, which is abundantly found 
in every coal mine of your county. What is commonly known as $our water^ 
so deleterious to steam boilers, is the diluted mixture of sulphiiric m^idy iron' 
and water; which, if evaporated to dryness, would forj^n the copperas of com* 
merce, an article of great use in coloring processes. If appUed to the dung* 
hilly it will combine with ^he ammonia and convert it into a fixed salt^ that 
would thus be .saved* Tlie numerous topicsi to which the busbfindman yields 
^s attention, such as ploughipg, rotation of crops, selection and treatment of 
seeds, soiling iind fattening cattle, harvesting, irrigating and draining, are con- 
stantly subjeji;t to bis closest investigation. There is no department of his 
pnreait that c^n be ne^^lected, and every day's experience teaches him the 
truth of poor Jtichard's maxim, that 

• « , <c He. who \ff the plough woal4 thrive^ 

Himself must either hold or dxiye.'' 

A.]|hough it seeips a jparadox,. y^et h^ wi,ll find, tl^e art of draining has at , 
laat bem applied, as well to dry lands to induce moisture, aa it was at first 
«iU||o^..,tO;bp. l^^cjfd .OB^, tQ «ip<}h mv*, ^' . Hft ma«t also ectablish 
"■^Uff^t^ 4f(*^|Wi»» W>)i ^(P(>f^JlWft*l>lB.*»d,lrr which hia asowxaj 
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wttgaiaii9i* If it takni mora diftn fLtB pounds dif torn mfol to isake oiie 
pawid of boe^ or tfarae and a half ponikds to make oiio pound of pofrk, the 
GCMl is gteatcc than the pfofiu The e^<me of live fttoek, thiir habits aaA 
qulJitie% f^ain eame^ ooaaidemilaa; The Devon or Middle horned eailte, 
eamtiaUy tb^ same with diaae of SuMex^ Wales and HeotisBd, are deemed 
to be the native bjsioedi.of Great Britain* Time and eiifre hare brduf hi thfctt 
to. eneb pesfiectmi» that thej^ toe stamtard oMsdele throaghout^M woM, Oar. 
eooman stock driginated. fron tfaeoBB^ And may^ hy simibr oara, add pH^f 
tathe value of AMsastie herds. Ghoose^ for htesanoey from ywt aj^a^ did* 
tricts the best cow that can be found, and place hisr in the pastoaes ilf fott^ 
¥alleys ; assume, as. a guide to her selection that seven qua^i^s of miik^aiake 
one quart of cream, or twenty-one pounds, of milk produce one pound ot 
butter, and you will then hare good ground upon which to base your most 
sanguine endeavors. The supply of food, and the best . fori9 in which it is 
given, are of primary consideration, and it is scaroely necessary to add, thitt 
poor stock well attended may excel the best that is neglected. Frpn nvpol. 
culture in this part of Pennsylvania but little profit can be realized. It .take» 
one ton of hay to make fourteen pounds of wool, in addition to which the 
losses from disease and accidents are numerous, because of aU anim^ the 
sheep is the most de^encelss and inofiensive. Sheep require clear rangesi 
that the wool may not be disturbed by the undergrowth and thicket. In 
Schuylkill county such ranges are rare, but all the mountainous and uncleared 
.portions, would be well adapted to the rearing of that most despised aniaijftl, 
the goat. It is so singularly constituted, that it prefers the neglected wild to 
the most cultivated fields, and delights in browsing upon the boughs and 
barks of trees, whilst in winter it is contented with the dried leaves of the 
forest. Its milk has more consistency than cow's milk, keeps sweet a longer 
period, and is also richer in cttseous matter. Its flesh, properly prepared, is 
not inferior to venison, and whilst its hair possesses but little value, its dtin 
is knowa everywhere in the shape of kid gloves and morocco shoes. 

The fiwt that the goat will thrive where sheep will -not, entitles this animal 
to nsor^ notice than it has hitherto tiiceived. Wiffi all the attractions of in- 
terest that surround the footer, the ihost skillful etfofts remain unfruitftil 
withdul favorable seasons. Besides the rust and smut, new Enemies of the 
int^t ^eoiea are beeonring formidable. For ruSt aiid smut theris appears to 
be no eortaia prevention, it being a parasitic ftingus which insitinatfes itself 
into,aiid disea^s the pl*nt, biit for the ravages of insects there shoiild be 
somd remedy, fhfe wheat ihidge has been destroyed in a degree by burning 
Orpiment, a mixture of sulphur and arsenitf, b^fbre sunrise, or after sunset 
when the plant commence* to flower. Gtoe mtifst be taken not to inhale the 
fumes. A simple remedy, is to carry strong lights around the field when the 
night is dark. A greater cure for this evil would be, to stop the vrti of ex. 
termination now eonstamly bbihg w^ged againsf the feathered tribe. If this 
amusement were oonioed to UHrre^bitds of p»ey, or to those which inbabitthe 
iedgy nubias of ote lAhalu4 ti'ri^ or ab%hi In 0pmiag Mibii fiuiiSA 
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fbrma Upon the snmmit of our rock-bound mountains, it is probable that the 
otder of nature which assigns them food in their secluded haunts, would 
keep them from being considered of great consequence. But the wanton 
fluad iniUaoriminate l9la^ght^ pi 1^? min,uWfit warUfr. iIaj^ Imitet m ikt 
cottage eaves, of the uiunero^ m^i ili^oeesc^t lai^da tl\at guard your orchards, 
and watch the destroyers of your grain crops, is a barbarity unworthy the 
dignity ot A sportsman. Vf hiit a trophy it is, for n stalwart specimen of 
htfmanity to While away all the antecedents of his moral and social qualiHes, 
in exchange for the lifb of a haitnl'ess sparrow. There is a sympathy fn 
f^very heart, >0i^ich rehders us feelingly aMve to the pains and sufferings of 
ihelmmblest object^ of animated nlal^re. It Was thiis' sympathy that caused 
afr act oP Pftrfkmetit in the ddys of Charles f, ^'a^fainst t&e cruelty of plousfh- 
inr^r *e tayle, an^ pulfing wool off fivinr^heep.". Now every act of 
tlriielty has a tendency to extinguish the sentiment of sympathy, and stifle the 
fteeJfo^s of tenderness and benevolence. If a child be early trained to such 
^hibitlons, the vicious propensity grows into a habit, and his sensibility even 
t6 human sufibi^ing, will be proportionally diminished. The torturer of a 
kitten, or the murderer Of a bird, will, by degrees, become unrestained from 
positive acts of violence towards his own species, whenever goaded thereto 
by the influence of interest or passion. tJpon this foundation crimes are 
soon erected, until at length, grown ' callous to every social and moral im- 
pression, he closes his profligate career by tlie prepcNiMtion of a delfbefate 
murder. Is it a wonder that the eom worm rOvek$ or th« whteilt midge 
swarms, or the caterpillar clusters, in untold myriifcds^ when the- race of birds 
that feeds upon them is aknost extinct 1 

The emulation which societies) like yonrS) liM^irej is^oott^efVe to the public 
good, and in all your public exhibitions there is something to be learne4i for 
which those who promote them may be congratulated. Knowledge is becoming 
80, universal, that the complications of civil government v^niAh.boJ&jre it| and 

what wer^ once kqpwn a^ the learn^ed ]^ofe4SJl<>A$«^ vU^i ^. ^^fS <M^QjfttV9^f4 
thro^gh the general di^usio^ of pujbiic educHLtipii. Wli^t p^^pUer nigssait^rQn^a^ 
than a^culture^ as a source of studyr bxA e^{^loj^^t ! The,4ay .cq^^t.be bf 
distant, when the plough will be thje first instrument, witb. wb^GJ^ th^ schpla? 
may dive];sify hif exercises, ^ it surely must .b^omi^ th^ only rjeUaJble ii9^ 
upop which a. free government can hp maintained. It is a vast field of cppr 
temptation, in which all are interested, to asc^rtf^in. wl^ejther wj^ q^if l^ej^ ujf) 
the proper conditio^ of the soil t^ aflbrd sufficieQ^ food f^T the wf^u^of, i^flt 
increasing population abound ua. Let this inquiry be &irly. i^vefl^ra^edt 
The fate of empires may be read in its deta^l^ ^d piemprjok of fctiria^er. (^0^ 
deur be ^eaned from crumbling relics upoQ a i^eri waste. 
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SOMERSET COUNTY. 

Rrti Jtfkual Rtf&rtef the tramacHoni of the Somerset Cowuy JtgrieuUwnl 

Soeietjfi made March ftSthj 1855. 

The Somerset County Agricultural Society was organized ia April, 1851, 
but did not succeed in holding a fair until October 13th, 1853, which con- 
tinued three days. The utility of a fair was doubted by many, but it met 
with unexpected success, and greatly encouraged its friends to persevere in 
their efforts. We would only remark, that this enterprise, the first of the 
kind in this county^ perhaps like many others elsewhere, had to encounter 
serious difficulties. . Indeed, it was pronounced an experiment, and many 
stood aloof from an active participation, quite confident of witnessing a failure. 
The clear and satisfactory result of this experiment, to such was a great 
wonder. But these difficulties have been measurably overcome, and the ea- ' 
tablishment of an Agricultural Society in Somerset county can no longer be 
considered an experiment ; our farmers and mechanics will awaken to a jost 
and comprehensive view of its general importance, as well as to their unques^ 
iionable personal interest in its final success. 

The officers for the year 1854, were, 

* 

r {fEBsins^T^^Oarid Husband. 

. yitcE PaBfiinsNTs^— Peter Meyers aiid Isaac Kafibian. 

•TfiBAmHU»*-^^hii O. Kimmel. 

GoRRBSPOKDiNO Secbstakt — Christ laH C. Musselman. 
• BiK;aiiMM& Sbcbbtabv— Alexander Stntzmaa. 

•^ Concise Statement of the Proceedings of the Society during the past year. 

The society have purchased for fair grounds about four acres of ground, for 
the sum of four hundred and fifty dollars. It is located in the borough of 
iSomerset ; it has been Enclosed with a substantial board fence seven feet his[h. 
Three very convenient and .comfortable buildings have been erected on the 
ground, together with a music stand, one office, one refreshment tent, a sufficient 
number of stalls and pens built for stock on exhibition, together with a course 
or horse ring for exhibiting horses, with a stand in the centre for the judges. 
A good well has also been dug. All these improvements, together with the 
eost of the ground, have been*made at a cost of about one thontTand three hun* 
dred and sixty-one dollars. Our second fair was held on these premises on 
the Sth, 6th and 7th days of October kst. 

The address was delivered in the Court House on the evening of the fint 
day of the fair by J. S. Black, the Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, and is here- 
with presented : 






AGSICULTUBAL SQGI^TT. .^7 

ADDRESS. 

Gtntlemen of the Agricultural Society: 

Of course I ara not expected to gire yon any instntetioiiB in the delaih of 
practical agriculture, if 1 were competent to such a task, this is not the oe-* 
easion to execute it. An essay on the breeds of cattle, or the genealogy of 
horses — on the process of making nutter, the composition of manures, or the 
.cultivation of particular crops — would, at present, he out of place and out of 
time. My pu,rpose is broader, if not hetter, and more general, if not more 
useful. The duty assigned to me will be dpne if I lay before you a few of ths 
facts and reasons which tend to establish one most important truth, namely : 
That the art which you profess is in a condition which needs, and will most 
amply repay, a vigorous effort to improve it, 

. Wh^n Ihosife who belong to a particular profession hear themselves addressed 
by one whose life has been devoted to a different pursuit, they take his advice 
^^luctantly, or not at all. They believe as far as they please. It is so much 
easier to talk than to do^ that an outsider can never speak as one having ait* 
thority. But I do not know why you should not take a suggestion, or listen 
to a remonstrance, let it come from whom it may. There is nothing at all 
suspicious in the fact, that a merchant or mechaniC| a physician, minister, 
lawyer or judge, takes a deep interest in your business. It is their misfortune 
that they do not follow it ; for most of them w6uld if they could. The taste 
for agricultural employments and rural scenery is almost nniversal. The cul- 
tivation of the earth is the only trade which Grod ever commanded any man 
to exercise ; and it seems to have been a piirt of the divine economy to aor- 
Tound it with attractions. Our natural organization is fitted forthe country, 
and not for the town. The human eys is so formed, that it rests widi pleasure 
on green and blue, and cannot indeed, endure any other color for a long time 
without injury* Our sense of sight is never so muckdelighted, because never 
employed in a manner so congenial to the nature of its organ» as wheA we 
look upward into the clear blue of the heavensi or abroad upon the ^een 
earth. When man was entirely blessed he-,was placed in a garden— not 
merely a patch for cabbage and potatoes, three perches square and closed in 
by a paling fence — ^but comprehending grounds of vast extent and boundleae 
magnificence, adorned with flowera and enriched with fruits. Hill and dale, 
forest and fountain, shady walks and sunny slopes, rich fields aiid vefdant 
meaddWs, with four great rivers rolling through them, made a landscape, such 
as no eye has ever seen since the fidl. It ww here, tb^t Heaven and all happy 
constellations shed their selectest influence on the ougrriage of our first par^ts. 
Imagination has never painted a scene of perfect happiness without similar 
eurroundings. . Scenes of idyllian beauty form. the principal feature in the 
heaven of every religion, whether true or false. The Elysian fields of the 
Greek mythology, anid the Paradise of Mahomet, are ready examples. The 
knd which flowed with milk and honey was, to the JeW| a type of that better 



country, to which he should go after^ his journey through the wilderness o£ 
.life was closed. And many a Christian, when his soul recoiled from the dark- 
stream of death, has felt his courage revived by the itssuxa^ce,. t^at 

« Sweet fields beyond this swelling flood 
Stand 'dressHi in liTtog green.'' ' ' 

^her occupations are followed for the wealth and fame they produce, but 
agticiilture is crowded with amateurs, who pursue it lor its own sake; and 
thousands feel the same desire, whose narrow means forbid- them to indulgt 
AJ^t wishes. ' When Cincinnatus abandoned the leadership of the mightiest 
'timX>ire in the world, to hurry home and finish his ploughing before it got too 
:|ate in the season, and when Washington retired from the Presidency, to 
cultivate his farm, they both yielded to an inclination as common as it was 
Natural. The praise they have received for it, is a thousand times greater 
than they deserved. The passion for fame, for wealth, or for power, does 
.'undouhtedly predominate in some persons ; but love for the simplf pleasures , 
'Of a county'life is seldom extinguished in any sane man's mind. 

These natural tastes, however, do not account for all the solicitude, which ' 
Is felt for the prosperity of agriculture. Our interest in it is marvelously 
quickened by the fact that bur bread depends on it. It is the art preserva- 
tive of all arts. Its success lies at Hie foundation of the general welfie^^e.-- 
The ^uits of the farmer's labor supports the industry of all other classes,. 
The ultimate reward for every species of toil must come directly or indirectly 
from the earth, that common mother, , 

« Whose womb immeasurable, and infinite bi^ast. 
TeeAsand'feedskn^*'-'^'- •'^' " '• =' ' "■' ■ 

But though it be true that agriculture is the most useful, as well, as the 
most attractive, of all pursuits, it is equally undeniable, that it has advanped 
more slowly than any other towards the perfection of which it; i^s believed to 
be capable. Speaking comparatively, it can scarcely be said to hav.e advanced 
at all'. In every thing that aids commerce and manufactures, improvei^ents 
are made, which have changed the wHble face of human society. Those, in- 
ere&ts are projected forward into the future, with a force whic^ overleap* 
Centuries, while agriculture creeps eii with the siow pace of the hour^. In 
other departments ingenuity and skill have supplied the place of labor, but 
tke liard' toil of^ the husbandman has not been perceptibly lessened, nor his 
profits in any striking manner increased. Even the useful improvement^ 
ffiat have been iriveiiteS are slowly and suspiciously accepted. No class of 
people in the world, except lawyers, are more rieluctant, than farmers, to change 
BXL old mode of procedure for a better one. 




tiifiit iM:j9nti9^ to. tb^, w the grfatQSt oi human aQnioeraa. If th« efiiMrl be 

* \ • • 

f^.<s^.^^fl9 ^b<(>^. wbp. ajfi in it will ^aip a titl^ to public gratitude, sucfa as 
no conqjoer^r <jv,w V9.J>, wjilft W? swpr4. 

pQe of tl^^, SQpm ^hici^ this movement hs^s tSei^Ui 1^ thai of ladiiatrial JSa- 
h}iAtiioM» The.g^^t $]^piys at tbe Qrystftl Palaces c^ N«w York and JUondun . ' 
i^ay have done some good* It is c^i^itain that the^ State Fau^s baye ba^n 9^- 
o^dingly beneficial. Bijt coui?.ty exhibitions, wheA they bje«o<n« gepemh 
^ill hp ^Btiriy worti^ ^Iji Qtbi^rs put togetl^er f because th<^i|* effect aiid influepoe 
come di^rect.^ borne to the business and bpspms of the v,e^y persons, ^ wh$^{i 
^lpn$ the cause must be ccir^ied thrpugh. It is on the Ipcal societies th^t t^ 
chief reliance is placed. I trust, that the day when an Agificultuifal Spcif)|y 
w^s formed k^K^^ will be an era, on which your mepapri^s, and those of your 
9hildre|p, will Ipye to linger. 

Tp inake the society useful^ it is pecei^sary that we should b^ ^. i\e^xlf 
UQ«^nip[ious as possible. We must disarm hostility wherever we find it, anfl 
rpuse the indifierent to actiYP exertion.- We may reasonably hope, that what 
we, see and h^r on this occasion will contribute something; to that. end. 

I dp not see hpw any. roan can withhold his assistance from you — much less 
hpw.aQy one can op.pps^. you-^unless he belpngs to one or other pf the four 
classes, which I am abput to enumerate. ** 

1. There are men who think that agriculture is wholly incapable q£- any 
iioproyen»eiit whatsoerer. With them Ifatming is farming, and nothing i;aore; 
kaowledge cannot do it better, nor ignorance worse ; the business is now, and 
was when Adam k& the garden of £(fen, in. as perfect a condition as k ever 
can be. 

?• Of^^^n Mieye thgjt thoi?gh airqIj. njorq ipightt^. IfflyQWJ?, i^ ¥f .i|Qt Ipst 
^ftt; thfj. shoi^ld knp^^ tjpp. ipycb, ^pe^iftUy. abp^t tb?ir own hu^ne^, ^ 
their 9pj|iion the. tree, of l^no^^J,^.dge. <H)ntinues ^Q V^ax a forbiddfs^ fr<u^ ^q4 
^0 xfi^jk pan ni^j^e himself a perfect, fpoi e^^c^p^t ia p^e. w^y, a](^d thAt is bji 
being wifter than hifif &ther. 

% Thos^, ^ko belo^ tp. tfee^ tJiiyd c^^ B^mxh ^^% ag^cirfi^wl ^pci^f 
w;e not ^« ^^ ^.4 VfPf^l ^W^?, 9^iWM^'^WP^ the.pfopl^.thj^.lfnpiwl^edg^ 
^bijBb tfeey admit, mighty ^nd ougb,t V> ^ WP^municftted iri spip% v?ay. 
. 4^ ThefoArtJ^sfiJ.^i:e,^lij(>pst^^ IJhey^b^ 

tp th^ cpijntry. th^ «a?ftf, x^^im *afc tosd^ft^ 4WW, i% tp th^. <gbjmfe» 
^iif J. diMi't c^^. You mfty cpnyinCjB ikf{m, th^ this cft»sft ia, a gfto4 OAP, W# 
still its success would give them no pleasure, its failure no pain. Suc^ jii^pls 
never regard any things beyond their own most, immedmtp ancL Q^p^ selfish 
interests. 

. ^,woi:}14^l^^i«i. i^^^l.tp^tjiisAsseml^^ it.0Q»l9J^ a.sipfk 

iSf^iffj^ of ^; de^wption last inei^t^j^^ji I ^ npjt b^li^^e, it^d^Jes, It. «aK 
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iBipro^^nieBt-^whal do we racan'by that wotdl An art is ioiprored simply 
by- the dm of more scimice in the pxactice of it. I know very well tb«tlb« 
loeiition of acientifio finnning saggfeata to many minda the idea* of a mod^/orm, 
eondoeted on fanaifol prineiplea, by aoma 'aoft^handed gentleman, with piqitj 
of money and not amch common 8enae*--a place pleaaant enough to look npon, 
but very expenaiye— absorbing annually from other sources of the owner's 
ineomei three or four times as much as it produces. But this is not what I 
mean. The improvements I speak of are those which will lighten labor and 
awell the profit&r; improvements which can be measured by the increased 
raliie of your land, and the additional number of dollars in your purse at the 
end of each year. 

The earth is a machine with certain powers^ which are in constant motion 
during the summer season, carrying on the process of vegetation. Like other 
machines, it is liable to get out of order. It also resembles other machines 
in the fact, that the value ef its products depend mainly on the skill and cars 
ef those who attend it. Badly managed, it turns out bad work, in small 
quantities, and its powers are speedily exhausted. With more skill it will 
yield larger and better products, with less labor and expense, while its capa- 
bilities will become greater by use* The knowledge necessary to keep this 
grain and fruit making machine running to the best advantage, is agricultural 
•cience. 

If you relied for a living on e water mill or a steam engine, you would not 
Jbe content without knowing as much about its structure, and the laws of iti 
motion, as would enable yon to get the most out of it with the least wear aD4 
tear. This would be mechanieal science. 

Soience is the handmaid of art. The latter cannot exist, even in a rude state, 
without the former. I do not say that every artisan is bound to comprehend 
the whole theory of his trade. But he should know— or, at least, he shonld 
not refuse to know, the practical results of other people's experience as well 
aahis own. Very little is done in this world by mere force. Blind labor 
swells its muscles, and strains its nerves to no, purpose. The miner digs in 
irain, until geology tells him the position of the treasure he seeks. The dyer 
cannot make his colors adhere, unless chemistry furnishes him a mordant. 
0|rtios must tenoh the painter the kw of pefspective^ before his picture will 
elMad out on the eanvaas. The vesad of the mariner will float at randooif 
until he learns from natural philosojjdiy diat the magnetic needljS points to 
Ihepele. 

It is thus that sei^iioe aids us in the commonest business of life, and scardely 
ehdms the work as her own. Star*eyed and gloriona as she ia, she disdaini 
man the humUest employments^ She eomea to you with benevolence nut tnitb 
heaming from her iaee, and oflftrs her serviee, not eniy to decorate yonr hoosei 
and train the flowers in yonr garden plots, but to fashion your implemctitS) ^ 
eempoand yovr mamues, to sow and- gather yonreropar^ relieve yon, in 
Aort| bam a whole world of dmdgery, and to acatter plenty all over ths 
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"" ^Mtlihgkttd. She \;irin ptit tUne an4 's|Hiee xmdat yont ^omtMtki, tati^ pour 
*^ oat uncofftited heajfm' of treasure at "jimt feet. ' ft was df 'her that (Sdlomon 

imbke, when he imid : *<9e!r iderehdtQdize is Tiiehelr than the meithftiidi2<e of 
^ iillveir, and'the gain ihereof greater than fine gold; She id more preciouathan 

'riibies, atad all tfcoii' catis*t desire rs not to Be compared tirito het. 'Length of 
* ^days is in her rig'ht hand, and iii her left' hand riches and honor,** 

Without science, man,. the ruler of this world j would be the most helpleaa 
of all animated beings. His Creator made him the monarch of the earth, 
and gave him dominion over it, to govern and' control rt ; to levy unlimited 
contributions upon it, and convert every thing in it to his own use. But h« 
found himself at the head of a revolted empire. All its physical forces were 
in a state of insurrection against his lawful authority. The inferior animals 
were his enemies. The storms poured their fury on his unshelteried head* 
He was terrified by the roar of the thundelr, and the lightning sfeared his eye- 
halls. He was parched under the hot sun of summer, and in winter he was 
pierced by the cold. The soil, cursed for bis sake, produced thorns and this* 
ties. The food that might sustain his life grew beside the poison that would 
destroy it, and he knew not how to distinguish the one from the other. Ths 
earth hid her minerals deep in her bosom, and guarded them with a rampart 
of thick-ribbed rocks. The rivers obstructed his passage; the mountains 
frowned theii* defiance upon him ; and the forest spread its gloom aroOnd 
him, breathing a browner horror upon the dangers that beset his way. if hs 
left the dry land and trusted himself to the ocean, the waters jrawned to en« 
gulph him, and the tempest came howling on his track. He seemed an exile 
and an outcast in the world of which he was made to be the sovereign. Bnt 
Science comes to rescue the powerless king f^om his misery and degradation* 
6radi:tolly he learns from her the laws of his empire, and the means by which 
his rebel subjects may be conquered. From age to age he accumnkites the 
knowledge that clothes him with power and fills his heart with comrage. Step 
after step he mounts upward to the throne which Ood commissioned him to 
fill. He holds a barren sceptre in bis hand no longer^ Graation bends lo^do 
him homage. The subjugated elements owti Mm fc^ their lord, yield him 
their fealty, and become the servants of his wlil. The mine surtendenrits 
treasures; the wilderness blooms arotmd him ttlss a newHden; the rivers 
tntl the sea bear his wealth npofii their' bosom ; the winds waft his n«eiee 
round the globe ; steam, the joint product of fire and wattr, beeom«a his 
obedient and powerful slave ; the sunbeams are trained to do hie piwAkg ; 
. the lightning leaps away to carry his eseeeages ; aod the eatth wodce with 
eeas^ess aelivity to iiring forth whatever ean minister to his gtatificalion* 

' mk the whole of fais^ empire has not yet beenentirely subdued. The richest 
portion of it-*^the agrienkoral regioi»-*has been much neglected; and tbere 
be has won but a partia)* supremacy •- Soieiice is organinag an ^ army of t>o« 
' eupadon** to march into^ it— ^to tafce*eomplete'possessien*-4a taihe the rebel- 
lie» of Nature^ and* to bring all her powers under the absolute sway pf man, 



tjl^ti jji^p^i^ sm^eaf^ Ym «flU vfM^toct tot tl^e w»r, wb9& y^u Amif hofr 
jimish Jim ^H^ efff^c|i»4 ia otkor df^n^menu bj fiiiaik^ expeiitioM. Jbfi 

,Qj^ h9 W.WX«4 ^ % Wbilft bj |^;iM)TfWfie w4 Ewfo^, *P»? «»irw, birt 9^ 
ye^fy for^ud^t^l^ bfisl^^^Sgbt^i^ wjb^ ifiU bang upon yQur ^k and reftr. TI^Br 
victory, wbicb m^si cpm^, will crown y9u w:ith laurels, Ux^^^s, Imt gret^i 
with an everlasting verdure, i|nd load you with spoils to enrich yon a|id your 
children in all coining generatipna. 

Every one knows that this is an a^e of prf>gress. No jyne is so ignoxant. a^ 
iut>t to know, that in modern times the laws, of nature have beei;! revealed with 
a fiillness, and defined with a precision, unparalleled at any former period* 
It is equally well known, that these discoveries have been used, with piodi- 
f^qvfi efiect, m a]l the a^s^ os^cept agriculture^ to which they are applicable. 
The facts and figures^ which mark sonie of the capital points of this prpgre^^, 
will not be inappropriate ; for I repeat, that Science stands ready tp dp, for 
YOU all that she has done and is dping for others. 

A single steam engine now parriei^, at the rate of five hundred mlbs a dajs, 
the same quantity pf gpodfi^ which, forty years ago, it required seveA hu^drod 
4«id fifty hordes tp haul; at the rate, pf fifteen miles a day. 

In thebu8in^s.s of weaving, oaeipan now does, with ease, what it taxed^t|# 
luiEd labor of twelve huAdred to p^form before the invention of th^ pp.w^- 
Ifton}. 

All i?ort9. of manufactures, are. carxied on in ways so. much superior, tp those 
which were, used^ even one generation agPt that goods of every description 
lyre. furnished to the consumer very much cheaper, and. ma^y of them a$ h^ 
tfff^ one-tenth <^ their formfx price ; and this, although th^e.demand hssS.bee^ 
itf9l>tmQi;V3ly. iopreasedf aM tl^^ profits of th^ manufacturer, are much greater 
j^n. evec, 

BlacAulay says, that in the reign of CharJes U-^^not fiirthes back dwi twi^a 
Iho htigth. oi an o]4 man^s Uf<e^--a. ktter saat by mail from London to one of 
iJie, mldliu)d counties p£ England, where it would: go now, in fonr- oar five 
ho^n* W4;B as loog in neftcUng its. destifiafeion as it would he a,% t\m day in 
gRi^g fom lipod0fi tet the interior, of Ka)tncJiy« 

, A iKKaA.mfij iMr% firpm Mfe> oross. the Atlantic; mat. every dq^itabcity in 
Esm§09 «a4 ««|ar& hoianA ag^is^ ia le#s tiiM idhaa used tO: be rec^ired for. a 
t|i^^«|>boiwii 

: V!bo JBdpans by whiDhi these-, wh^ ^j^ down, to the. great sea in shipfiy^^liaira 
taNghl* theis.8^ torii^ pmtef^ «tate| is ant illtM*raskm, aa i^iking.aa wy thiii 
co«Mrb»,giln»^ off thfi pEsatilBiil lae iritink haa Uien^ mhde of) soienlifie #% 
^Sf^jbejs. ^ is,a^cd4t;^^fiP;tJM>|ttt^%fi|,id<^ 

ift^JfP W94 9C aa iW^W W??W^ by fi^iug. a holfew reed». which hadhe^ 
Vl^\ longji/wlii^lyj. I^^ii^ on .ti«t wi»jer. % uk*; ite hint, iwd,ma4«' Wqfc 
s^l vhfrt. ift v^^jtii. pfams9> mM: b^. ^f^ ^ *- *»ft ^^^'' la V^.^m ^!^ 



iur6y^ «iid a i«Meir to gttM« lien IfttiiH a MM naVigtttbr #g^1A flum^ 
from h««d}an4 to heiMUand, looping' Mh '6fe tio^fixUy M tlits i^b^ aM' tftb : 
o Aier oii th^ cloti^B. At lengtfar tktey leanied, fr^m tli^ old Chttldeaii eftepfierdir 
baw to steoT by ti^ stars. Witli thin little k&owi^ge of ae^rdtttnny tliey 
iv%i|t far away f rotad knd, thoitgli it bd<Atm« WlvDliy ugf^idsa jitet at th^ timt it 
vnu most n«e^d<-w«rhdD- the skies* weria ovev-'eioaxt#d'ttfi^ Ilie teih^^st eatAtb^ 
om^ Oft the -deept Navigatioil scded vtill il thtft pyim A^ tfaouMttdti of y^M;* 
because it was believed (as some fanners aow believe of iheir art^) that it 
whs iEilready too perfect^to be improveld* But see what modem discbyeries 
hare brought it to. The mariner now leares the pon of his departunv, with?* 
a serene and steady confidenqe in his resources. Astronomy) natural philoso* 
phy, optics, magnetism — the whole circle of the physiml sciences^-^nd nu- . 
merdus instruments, eontrired with the most exquisite m^db^nscal sldllj hH 
all at his command. He can measuire his r^te of sailing exaetly, aid knows 
tte course he is on with absolute cenaitity. Wliei) he is- a tkoiusand* mUkB 
out, if he doubts the accuracy of his rebfeoninf j he is abfc t^ teoiteet it; He 
lifts to his eye a tube, fitted with glasses, through whi^^h he can fiee far ohl 
info illimitable spaceP-^many millions of miles beyond the reach of hi^ unas> 
si^^d vision. He ascertains the relative position of some awfully distlint^ 
wdrld] and thence, with the help of his chronometer and bis niiutical alnsa* 
nair^ he calculates his longitude. Another observation with a different instrU'* 
mieiit, upon another celestial body, gives him' the means of finding his distan^^ 
from the e(}uatot. Combining these two results, he puts his finger upon a 
spot in the chartj aiid saysj with undbubting confidence, <^ I am precisely 
there." Geography tells him where to steer his vessel for the port of her des? 
tination, and how to avoid all the dangers that lie between. He htolds her 
head to the true course, and fearlessly stretches aWay over the dark blue ^ 
wafetsj and they bear him onward like the horse that knoweth his rider. 
When to this is added the power of steam to propel him, it may well b6 mi 
that he' has Conquered both wind and wave. Fire may constime his vessel, Or , 
an ieeburg may shatter it ^ but the ordinary perils of the sea afe reduced . 
almost tb nothing. 

Our all-Wise Creator hais endowed tis with no faeuh)^ in vaiA. He [p^nrmilB* 
usno discover no useless truth. ^Dme, which appeared the tti6St mxfftovtS^- 
ing and barren, have borne the richest frUit. A iuiiiidleiss phUds6^h^5 sodf^ j 
whttt more than three thousand yean agoy was hattdlli^a^ieee.of atnbBi^ 
called lia hie language electram. He paw, that«ilrhen it was briskly ru^d,^t ,' 
ha4 the power of attracting aud hol^ifig to it certain Ufbtsubstan^ef^. i^. . 
thought it wa^idadue4 with some, kind of &Aiii»alU6i« 7his lyatisfied hu%a|Ad > 
nofbj^tter 03$laQ«tionoirtbemafvdiwasgiveaibtdevticalefnturie#^ . Yet there : 
wiw the germ of that soience^ out <»f WbSeh woisethe VolM^ pUef anA the , 
Gakaato battbry^ Whos^i pow^iA inteBrttgHtieina of nature l|fk?# «pmjeUed ;> 
her ,^ yi?U «P tbe moitt ii^part8ni^sBQn9t•f)f ohdihiilE|F« StiU iu»4>m>t dffvmei i 
of the identity of lightning afltt«ltelij|9|ty|,attd f aUHddiilV tott^pJ U H g i tfaint . i 
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it, wm- wife the JhydSoiity t L o n Jh a rapd-TMni <rfb«ght«fw BgteMflfr 
phitosoplMfs nor -wnleArned i9«i MMildbdiefw that tlie omeUiDg uMie^ifio-'^ 
duotdl bf rM ^ mg a ctt't tausk, was cwoMd liy iIm sum agpmtv^hieh ^itit : 
t h e ^wiwa dyftbk and foaried <Mik.^' Bat Fruftklin quiatiy drew it dawn -fvoai 
the eknid aleng tkit atvkig of hk kite^ and Ike koewthat bia iumewea liahed ' 
fonmn with the fmndeat dlaeoteiy ef the a^a. It waa imoiediaaely tamed 40 
ptaetiMl moeomit. In .efefy pait of the eipriliaed wioM area roda'«Foae above- 
the koaaea, and jpeinted toward Ueat^eny to oatch the iightning aa# kadit 
awijr. Fiankiift had< aoeempliabed for alt timid people, what Macbeth d^ted ' 
foriimaatf^ when be wished, tlmt he aiigifat ; 

— Tdl padd hdiurtod ibar it lies, 

But the end waaapt yet. The great triatoph o( the amber aoience was etiil to 
be aohiered* Yea see it now in the vast eystem (»f eleetric wires* disrrft>ttted < 
all through tiie eountry, along whichthe *<aulph^rous>and theught*exeeating 
fires," go flaahing with intdligence, whererer they are seat: by tiie willthtt « 
eontfob them — ^beariBg the aewe of life and death over moimtaitv and leke, 
and river, and vaUey*-*4^1earing thoHsaeds of auleaat^ siegle bointd. By - 
meaas of thie amazing inetroment, the eloqaenoe <^ the statesman thrills in 
the.BerTes of the people at each extremity of the nation, almost as soon as it 
is uttered at the capitol ; the frimid at oae aide of the oontiaent takes eoansel ' 
with his friend at the other, as if they stood ffkeeto face; and the Meeting of 
the far off husband leaps, in a^.instaot to thp heart of bis wife, aodmakeatbe 
fire^idq of his di|tanf; home glad with the knowledge pf his safety. 

Seienee has extended ber domMiion even ever regions which seemed to be . 
entirely nikd by the fickle soeptre of Ghanoe. Life is j^OTerbiaUynncertaia; 
jet nothing can be truer than the life tables of an iasnranee eompaay, when - 
its officers desire to. make them so. The destiny ef each human individual ia 
hiden deep ohseurity^^ahadewa, chmda, and darkness rest upon it, and coap> 
ceal it from every ^e except the All-seeing One.* But disease and» mortafily . 
do their work on large comaiunit^ei^ by general ]aj%s* The average duration * 
of liie, and the average amount of sickness, in a nation, can be eounted before- 
hand with perfect accuracy. Thus, while the iadividaal man is a mystory to 
be aelved by Qieniseien^e alon^^ man in., the .aggregate is reduced by his ; 
broibarnMiu to a matbeaiatioal problem* 

We dare net boast of uMieh improvement' ki law er polities. Indeed, they *- 
seem to be growing wcmek Wh^ otfaeMhiags are risii^, they have a fatal 
proclivity far the downward- track. They darken with enor in the full Utea * 
ct senonnding truth. But-medisiae has ^vanced with magnifineat strides. 
Life is much loDger, end health (ar better^ thaa it used to be. Wh%xk the- •. 
eholaia came to London ia a fyrvsk se frjg^tful that every one was appalled l^ 
the report of its ravages, the morialiltgF was not greater than it had beenAtiha . 
healthiest time8a4ut|idre4aadfi% y^iHn ^ea>l|fi0e«. . Tx«]y.d]d S^lomoA, «Hrj 
th^wiedivi^hiarlthgthicAdiyelfttoiM^ ;, . ^o v^ c«i .^e^. u i.i^ 



whjil'<I^P4na«ufficMreof otttM'iv^AhcyCore t^ 4ij8 of Adevrjgbwt HT-Wbil^,. 
se]|^THriiat:tO€eaii jBA?i£^i<M» mm ^befoie- the inveDlioa of. ih^c^aifMMt — ^wJiMiil 
\ajuk ttavtelijif was befeoaxajlvaadf — wlist medkiae wia wiiea a^pttiant vn*. 
rtetmftj! for the fHnall*popc-**48uch) is agneiiltttre> ia the .praflaat alagf» of ita pro* t 
gtaw. It wiU not . haioe ita^fhio until it da ip, at leait^ito; tbaif piaasiit oottdi«» . 
tioa» Th^sa.ifi a^eertaia xnioant o£ akiU and-aQi^QO an^Jiod, ^^oiy dayy.to ^ 
thQ TiH^ig pf thia ' niftclmei wMch wo.eall fim aa«lh# Itt wo^id b^ aa w«ie «. 
to £Qig6t:.atl ^bati ap to kajca ao.mofeu • H?,! who baaa»raoa to rooi is ool ^ 
surer of losing the prize, when he tuijpfi nfOQi his tr^^lc^y ^m H!ibei|.ha*«laadii t. 
still in the midst of his career. Tp look bsek» .ovec the ground already tra- 
Tersed, will be an incentive to the w<^k, whieh is yet to be'accomplished. If 
sois^tbiiig'baS' been dene ia the dark time, that is long siocapas^ what aviyi • 
we.Mtjbeipo fort.with the sna-Jigbt of oaiodimi civilieatiea. haaaiing on oar . 
patb 1 .It may stajitle some .of yoUy and souimI la your eajcs like a alaidar.tk^ . 
tellyoji, that you ansall seieatific farmenu, h iatniey.aewdifidaesv 'That'" 
knQwJadge> whethev it he mueh ^ little^ which eomes from eapevielBca^ ra^- 
memberedaad arranged sa as to be ready* far -use when wai^ted, is seienee.--^ 
Than was a tnae when it did not ea(ist at alV in any degsee. When we re« 
fleet how high we are placed by the little we faave^ above thf>se,wlio had 'none, • 
and what a etruggle it must have cost somebody to introdooe it at the begia^ 
ningf we shall appreciate its value, and, perhaps, make an effort to get more* . 

Ubt your imaginations carry you back to the time wfaea agriculture was in 
its infancy — ^before the earliest davina of Greek civilizatibn. In those days 
mew depended prinoipally apon the ehase form Kidng. They ate the fMb^ '^ 
and elatfaed themselves with the skins of wiM beasts. Fruits tad other rego- ^ 
tables of spontaneous growtib added to thi^r laznias, in Summer. They » 
weie not long in diseovering one fundamental law of nature, namely: thai 
seeds deposited in the ground would grow, and produce similar seeds in largor ■ 
qnafitities. Bat they knew nothing of the difference between one soil and 
another. They preferred the poorest, because it was easiest cleared and, 
lying higher op on the fffdges, it needed ao draining. Here they made holes 
in the ground with sticks, and dropped the seeds a few inches below the sur- 
face* The rest was left to nature. If such cultivation < gave them a two or 
three fold crop, they were lucky. It happened mueh oftener that its growth 
wa^ehoked with weeds, or that it met with som0 other etil chance, by whifb^ 

«<Thegre«Doompeii8liQ4tfl^«rhiS70Qiiiktlaiae<la1iear^v> <: •: 

The planting and'gatheting we)*e left to womeii and' eMMren ; five me)k 4h^''" 
pised i^efa work, as bbiilg inconsistent with ^eir hbnoi^^nd di^nfcy. " fluhY- ' 
ing'-Und fighting were the einpflOyments, in which tfie^^fbund- pleasure ahd* 
gloff^ a« w€& as fbod and clothing; Bm there wati one man among theni 
more thoughtful and' iflfbs^erv&lit' than all- 1h^ rest. He had watched the u!l^ 
foldldf v^tatk$n, "irofltf ^h^ sp^cratitig bP^to Medl to the ttiatu)rky df »the hvM; 
wteh a k^ perception of the wktto^MtiMlNi tftdfUMullfW {MIMsiMi'il^ 
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witieb lie bad iie¥«r felt in ike txcin^tttetii «if tlie ^h^sie. He discovered the 
fi(^pef sea i m ftr pkfitili|f; lito ildlf«ed t^ Wieeds ^ii^\n^ tt'tifViendly t6 t&e 
gw^h of llis crops; he fMiid tltat tfibdn^ eertaib siibstandes,' such as ashes 
•ai deeMipdwd idftee«, ivtth the boiI, woeU tiitmiise it» pfodac^fiveiness'; he 
leanied ^t fsrlkSrte^ fbe g^ouAd abotft the roots of ii {^la'nt would make h 
thrive inoie fnpidly; M efea got'blinsitf a kiiid bf hoie made; by ^ome ctfii- 
itibalf worker in lirob. *Hei« Wa^ a |»h!losopbi9fr, whose intellectual stleitur^ 
Toto hif fe t^ve tbst of bin feilowil. Befiiga patriot als6, and willing to ^o 
gded for bis eotmtrfnien, he conteeiVed the thought of persuading th^m to 
qeit bttatitig mid win a ecirer Hvitig fretfi tbe^ earth. At his request, they a:^. 
sembled under the spreading oaks, to hear his plans ; aiid this was the first 
agrlettitttftfl meililig — ^1 will not nay the first on reedrd; fdt I do not ktiow 
tfant it is iee^rdod---tet eertainly the eaiiieBt ybd erer heaM of. The sa^ge 
uofoMed bis nbw seieiVBe te tUeixi, ptcfting it, ais hb WdHt aldrig, by tlm facts 
of bis own expetieitee. The chase, be said, was a prefcarzbus business at 
bestj while agrienltttre would be a siire and ateadf^^irelidnbe. ffe told thSm 
that he himself, with the mbdfertite labor 6f his bwtt handd, had gdined in a 
sinj^e season, what would -sn^&in life l6nger ?Ad better, than all the spoils 
taken, during the s&nie tinie, by the best teii of thieir hnntets; This, he as- 
serted, was true of ab ordinary season, but sometimes the game disappeared 
entirely. Hiis voice gfrew deeper, ^nd its tones hid a melancbofy iihpressiVe- 
nem, as he described the anfierings endured by them all, when they, tfab 
stsong sons of the wilderness, with their wives and children, becahte the )>rey 
of. fattDt fiimine and wide wsisting pestilence. He concluded by promising 
that kmg Utcs of wealth and cdittentraent shoiiU repay them for a g^'er^l 
defetion of their labor to the culdvdtion of the ckrth. 

No cheers followied the speech, bnt, oii the contrary, hoarse mu'rmufs of 
disapprobation came dp from the miiltitude, swelling by diegrees into loiid 
opjjbs'itibii. Thi hew tiicastire ij^s attacked with all those shallow sdphil: 
trie^thoi^ miserable ftiiacies, so hollotiir and truthlesi^wltli \irliidh cbn^f- 
vaffim aitos h^ igribtiAt vdtarifes. That soliferjr defetid^if of triith' was ttv^f: 
wb^hhed by thesdrt of afgtiiAebts which arc sometimeis re-prodii<je<J in niddetn 
poHtibd ineetings and legidlatite bodicfs. S6m6 stccused him 6T a deep de- 
sign npoii their Ubbttie^. Soilie dfeclat^ed that h^ hid opposed the nation iii 
itskst qiilffril, imd was, in fact, no better tHaii a tiraitbr. Obe set knew fiiiti 
to be uasottod in hie leligiiMia faffdi, aa^'brobght all' the prejadices of super- 
stiUoii into the field againat biou Others charged down upon him with a 
wbele army of << illnstriotta eacefrtom,'' whose opinions^ tbey said, were not 
like bis. Others still theie were^ who cf^uld see no objection to the man or 
th^ measure ; but this was not the pvoper occasions—the tinoe waa out of 
joi|U# A portion of the crowd aaw, in their much wisdom, that to quit 
hunting would enennite their framea mA make them « raee cif cottmrds* Host 
potmfttl of aU, aid mdst ftofeolidJr wisb bi d^iri ova oracek,' wae tMe 
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party who declared they would never eontwit to the enonneas saorifiee of 
property required by such an innovation. They had invested a la^e capital i 

in bows, and arrows, and spears, and traps, and knives, and these would all 
be useless if their future occupation was to consist in tilling the ground. 
There was one mighty man there, a blacksmith, who had gained great conae^ 
quence, and earned innumerable skins, by making the weapons which were 
used in killing the beasts of the forest. ' He thought his craft was in dangeri 
and he objected to agriculture for the same reason that Demetrius, the sihror- 
smith, afterwards opposed Christianity. He put an end to all discussion by 
uttering a catchword, with just enough of no meaning in it to make his 
friends unanimous. He lifted up his big voice and cried out, '< Great is Diana^ 
the goddess of the bow and the patroness of hunters." The whole assembly 
in full chorus echoed the' cry, and there was a great uproar. They would 
have stoned their prophet, for the sight of his^meek countenance and the 
recollection of his blameless life exasperated their wrath ; but no one proposed 
it, and he was suffered to escape. 

This primitive apostle of agricultural science was defeated. He died in 
the melancholy belief that his people were destined to remain forever in 
barbarism. But not so. A truth had been spoken ; and truth can never die. 
It had gone down in the shock of the first encounter with falsehood, but it ' 
was not crushed. Agricultuufe found an efficient champion where such 4 ■ 
thing could least have been expected. At the great meeting under the tre^ii -^ 
there was a little girl, whose parents had both died of starvation, and hat 
two brothers had perished in the pestilence which followed the famine. 
Hunger and its concomitants had carried away every relative she ever had. 
She was gifted by nature with a quick intellect and a kind heart, and her 
lonely condition had made her thoughtful and wise above her years. She 
listened to the words of the sage with beaming eye, and flushed cheek, and 
lips parted in breathless interest. When she heard a proposal to furnish 
bread in abundance — bread at all times — bread which would always stay the 
ravages of famine, whether game was plenty or scarce — it roused every faculty 
of her mind. She knew the whole subject by heart, as soon as she heard it ^ 

explained. Henceforth she had neither eye nor ear for anything else. She 
gave herself up entirely to the one great task of spreading agricultural sci- 
ence. Every day added to her own knowledge and to the irresistible power 
with which she impressed it on other minds. She grew up with a lustrous 
beauty, which seemed more than mortal. Her elocution, though gentle and 
persuasive, had all the vigor which springs from enthusiasm. She swayed 
those rude men with an influence they had never felt before. One after the 
other her countrymen threw away their bows and spears, and, v#ith hoes in 
their hands, cajjie and placed themselves under her tutelage. What she was 
unable to teach, they learned from their own experiences mutually communi- 
cated. Soon all the hill sides were covered with rich crops of waving grain, 
and the heavy timber begdn to disa||>pear from the bottom lands. Stately 
17 
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houies took the place of the mean hovels which the hunters had oveapied. 
All the heasts of the forest which could be made useful to man, were domes- 
ticated. The wild boar was captured and tamed for the sake of his flesh ; 
the sheep submitted to the shearer ; the ox bowed his shoulder to the yoke ; 
and the mouth of the horse became acquainted with the bridle bit. The wild 
fruits were transplanted into gardens and orchards, and were totally changed 
under the influence of a careful culture. The sour grape became a delicate 
luxury ; the useless crab grew to be an apple ; the sloe expanded into a deli- 
cious plum ; and a nameless fruit, resembling the bitter almond, swelled out 
into a peach, with surpassing richness of flavor. New implements of hus- 
bandry were successively invented. The plough, the harrow, the sickle and 
the scythe, each had its share in making the general prosperity greater. 

Agriculture once established, became the parent of other arts. Navigation, 
eommerce and manufactures added to their wealth. Cities rose up, filled with 
a refined population. The nation grew strong and powerful, and spread its 
dominion far and wide. The name of a Greek became synonymous with all 
that was great among men. Their descendants were painters and sculptors, 
who furnished the models for every succeeding generation : poets, whose 
sublime strains have been feebly imitated ever since ^ philosophers and states- 
' men, whose words of wisdom will be heard with reverence to the end of time y 
warriors, whdse deeds made Thermopylse and Marathon the watchwords of 
the free ; and orators, 

. ' « Who wielded the fierce democratie at will, 

Shook the arsenal, and fulmined over Greece." 

They were not unmindful of the benefactress, who had given the first im- 
pulse to their high career. They assigned her a celestial parentage. Tem- 
ples were erected to honor her. They believed. that though her home had 
long been fixed among the stars, she still presided over their affairs and pleaded 
their cause in the Senate of the Gods. They painted her figure, as they 
imagined it, all radiant with supernatural beauty — her hand bearing the horn 
of plenty, 'and her head garlanded with ears of wheat. They worshipped her 
with all the fervor of idolatrous veneration, and for a long lapse of centuries 
they knew not that the labors of the farm were blessed and rewarded by a 
greater deity than Ceres. To this day we keep her memory alive by' calling 
the most useful of agricultural products after her name — the cereal grains. 

Such, we may suppose, was the transition state of agriculture — the passage 
from ignorance, barbarism, sloth and hunger, to systematic industry, refine- 
ment and plenty. It was only a beginning. It has been advancing somewhat 
ever since, though the arts which sprang from it have outgrown their parent. 
Numberless instruments for the saving of labor and time have been invented. 
Preparing the ground, sowing, harvesting and threshing may all be done now 
with machinery vastly improved. The character, nature andT value of nmny 
products are better understood. New breeds of stock are introduced. Ghein* 
istry analyses every soil, and shows precisely what elements it needs %o 
increase its fertility. Highly concentrated mannres are imported from the 
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mo«t distant parts of the world, and others are manufactured at home, ont of 
substances, which, once, were not only wasted, but sntTered to reek their 
offensive odors on the atmosphere, and poison the health of the people. 

In the days of Augustus the fields of Italy, (then the centre of civilization,) 
were cultivated with an instrument resembling what we call a shovel plough, 
only it seems to have had no shovel. The immediate predecessor of the patent 
plough, in use at the present time^ was not much better. Most of you re- 
member it — '^a low, long, rakish looking craft," whose wooden mouldboard 
had to be cleaned every ten rods, and its wrought iron share and coulter taken 
to the blacksmith shop at least once a week. 

The most important improvements yet made in agriculture have never been 
adopted here. A simple fact will show how much they have done for another 
country. Mr. Malthus, one of the profeundest thinkers of his day, calculated 
that the population of England would increase so rapidly, supposing its nat- 
ural growth to be unchecked, that at the end of a certain time the soil would' 
not yield a subsistence for the half of the people. For the other half starva- 
tion was the only prospect, unless a merciful Providenoe would kindly send 
¥rar, pestilence and plague, to thin them out, and reduce their numbers to a 
level with the quantity of food, which they could produce. This dismal 
theory was believed by the foremost men in the world ^ and it would have 
been true, if the land had not afterwards been cultivated with greater skill, 
than before. But it turned out to be a total mistake. The population of 
England 4id increase, as rapidly as Malthus predicted; but the agricultural 
products of the country have increased in a ratio two hundred and fifty per 
cent, greater than the population. The people, who were to have been starved 
long ago, or else prematurely cut off by millions at a blow, are living better 
than ever, with two and a half times as much food for each individual, as they 
had when the theory was announcedi 

With the system of cultivation practiced now in some parts of Europe, the 
soil of Pennsylvania could be made to support fifteen millions of persons. 
There are large regions in Scotland, naturally poorer than any land we have 
in this county, and under a sky far less genial than ours, covered all over 
with crops, which the richest valleys in the west would not be ashamed of; 
and wheat is produced, bushel for bushel, at a less expense than it is here. 

This is but the beginning of the end. All that has yet been done, is as 
nothing, compared to what may yet come. Hitherto agriculture has been 
traveling over rough roads, in an old-fashioned slow coach. She is about 
to take the railroad, and, with a mighty train of her sister arts, she will go 
sweeping along. Not being either a prophet, or the son of a prophet, I have 
no right to predict anything. But one of these days we may be startled by 
some grand discovery, which will burst upon the world like the light of a new 
sun. Very sober-minded men live in the hope of seeing such things. One 
of the most successful farmiers in this State has declared his conviction, that, 
before long, mannies will be so conceatrat^4» that a nuin may carry out in hia 



S60 PENNSYLVANIA STATB 

pocket handkerchief, what will enrich the land as much as a hundred wagon 
loads would now. This is very extrnFagant, n6 doubt, and quite as foolish 
as it would have been thirty years ago to prophesy of railroads, telegraphs, 
or Daguerreotypes. About fifteen years since a person, whose name I have 
forgotten, said that he knew how any plant, from the tallest forest tree to the 
tiniest blade of grass, could be made to grow four times as fast as it does 
naturally, and with almost no additional trouble. The government refused 
to buy his secret, though the most distinguished men at Washington, to whom 
it was confidentially revealed, certified their belief in it. If it be really trae, 
it will be heard of again. It would be something to raise four crops a year, 
instead of one. Actual experiments have repeatedly shewn, that a plant may 
be made to germinate, rise above the ground, unfold its leaves, and grow to 
maturity so rapidly, that it seems to the beholder like magic. Electricity, I 
believe, is the stimulus used. A gentleman in England laid a wager, that he 
could raise a dish of salad, fit for use, in less than three quarters of an hour 
from the moment when the seeds were deposited in the ground. He tried it 
and won the bet. Professor Espy has proved, in a manner which admiti^ of 
no denial, that even the weather may be controlled, and extensive, rains be 
produced by artificial means. It has been done more than once, in our own 
State. In Florida, where the materials can be easily had, it is no uncommon 
thing, in a dry time, for persons to get up showers, at an hour's notice, on 
their own private account. Perhaps such facts as these are more curious than 
important. 1 mention them merely to show that there is something to hope 
for in the future, not from these things only, but others, as yet not dreamed of 
in your philosophy. These are but the shadows which coming events have 
cast before them. The wave which will bear us onward, has not reached us. t 
But we feel it swelling beneath us, and see its lofty crest in the distance'. In 
a little while it will lift us nearer to the stars than we ever expected to be in 
this life. 

But how are agricultural societies to help this cause 1 I answer much 
every way. No great change has ever been wrought in the habits of any 
people without a united effort. Political principles, moral reforms, religion 
itself, are spread only by societies. As a bundle of sticks, tied together is 
stronger than any separate stick, so is the united effort of an organized body 
of men, more powerful than any separate efibrts which can be made by the 
individual members. When you have a building to raise, you do not invite 
your neighbors to come at different times, and request each one to take a lift 
by himself. In that way they might break their backs without doing you 
any good. The building will never go up, unless they all lift together. If 
agriculture is to be elevated, it can only be done by a simultaneous lift. At 
such a raising you c^ well afiTord to spend all the time that is required. 

The emulation excited by such a society, though very important and use* 
fui in its eflfects, is the least of its advantages. The county societies are in 
communication with the State Society, and with one another. A good thought 
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might be made to travel among them almost as fast as the telegraph could 
carry it, and a humbug exposed by one, need never trouble the rest. Ail the 
societies in the State are, in fact, but one ; and you have the multiplied 
strength of all to aid you in any enterprise you wish to carry. But the great 
purpose they serve, is seen in these periodical exhibitions. They ar^ the best 
means ever yet invented, of collecting the evidences, and satisfying the peo* 
pie, on the whole subject. The world is full of imposture. No man but a 
fool would change his mode of cultivation, or throw away his old implements 
for others, unless he knew that be was doing so for the better. How can he 
know, unless he has an opportunity of examining 1 Seeing is believing* — 
Here, all the successful experiments made in the whole county, (and many of 
those made elsewhere,) are annually brought together, and subjected to publie 
inspection ; and for each one of them, you have the sensible and true avouch 
of your own eyes. It was well said, in an address delivered here about six 
months ago, that we come here not to hear arguments, but to see facts, and 
look at demonstrations. 

1 ought to remind you, that the State Society is not a mere volunt&ry asso* 
ciation of private individuals, but a public institution, established, protected 
and guarded by law. Some of you may not know, that the profits of its ex* 
hibitions have already made it rich. One of its officers told me, a few wedcs 
ago, that it had about thirty thousand dollars in its treasury. Forty thousand 
more were probably added last week, at Philadelphia. It is proposed to in* 
vest this fund, or a portion of it, in the purchase of a large farm, and to estab- 
lished school there, at which scientific and practical agriculture will be fully 
taught ; and 1 presume without any expense to the pupil, except the labor he 
bestows on the farm. Half a dozen such schools may be established, in die 
course of the next ten years, and it will, perhaps, be your fault, if you do not 
have one in this part of the State. 

Every citizen has an interest- in this institution — 1 mean the State Society. 
You have a legal right to be represented in its councils, and should see that 
you are. I do not know, or believe, that it has yet been touched by any man 
who is not perfectly honest. Its active members are certainly far above sus- 
picion. But its funds are swelling rapidly, and it seems very difficult in these 
times, to have much treasure deposited any where, so si^ely that thieves will 
not break through and steal. Somerset county — and every son that claims 
her for his birth-place, or his abode, may speak it with honest pride — ^has 
never produced a public defaulter, and her people never knowingly sanctioned 
an act of bad faith. From the highest to the lowest of her officers, every one, 
for sixty years, has settled a clean account. In the glory of this enviable di&> 
tinction she stands almost alone. It is fit that such a county should be well 
represented, wherever there is a common fund, that needs watching. 

There are some other topics which ought not to« be overlooked on 8U<^ 
an occasion as this. But I have already taxed your patience more than I in- 
tended. ' ' 
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The future of this great country is full of exciting hope. But it depends 
entirely on the tillers of the soil, whether that hope shall be realized, or not. 
The neglect to improve our agriculture will be followed by the decay of all 
else that we ought to cherish, in morals and government, as well as in the 
arts. Alexico has gone all to pieces — the property of her people is the spoil 
of robbers, and their liberty the playthingr of a tyrant — simply because her 
agriculture is half a century behind the age. But for this she would have 
had an independent and stable government to-day, and might have laughed 
to scorn the force we sent against her in the late war. A well cultivated soil 
produces not only grains, grasses and fruits, but another, and far more pre- 
cious crop — ^men — ^men who know their rights, and dare maintain them--4i 
bold, honest, and intelligent people — the just pride, and the sure defence of 
every nation. 

On the other hand it startles the imagination to think what we may become 
in a few years, if we adopt the improvements already made, and keep pace 
with those which are yet to be. We have the grandest field to work upon 
that was ever opened to the industry of man. A territory is ours, stretching 
through every variety of climate and soil, from the wheat lands of New Eng- 
land, lying, for half the year, four feet deep in snow, to the orange groves of 
Texas and New Mexico, where winter never comes — valleys of unbounded 
fertility — ^mountains filled with inexhaustible wealth — lakes that spread out 
with a sea-like expanse — ^rivers, which make those of Europe seem like brook- 
lets in comparison — everything, in short, made on a scale of magnificent gran- 
deur. The child may now be born, whose old age will look upon the Ameri- 
can people and see them three hundred millions strong. Suppose such a popu- 
lation, doubling itself every twenty-two years and a half — ^living under a 
government of equal laws — moving onward and upward, with the energy 
which freedom alone can inspire — and aided by the highest science in making 
the most of their natural advantages. Who shall curb the career of such a 
country^ or set a limit to its deep founded strength '{ Milton himself never 
dreamed of a power so boundless, or a people so blest> even in that enraptur- 
ing vision, when he saw, ^<a mighty and puissant nation, rousing herself like 
a strong man after sleep, and shaking her invincible locks," or like an eagle 
^'muing her mighty youth, and kindling her undazzled eye at the full blaze of 
the mid-day beam ; purging and unsealing her sight at the fountain itself of 
heavenly radiance." The man, who, with his senses open to the truth, would 
thwart such a destiny, or refuse his aid to accomplish it, is a traitor — ^not to 
his country alone, but to the best interests, and highest hopes of the human 
face. 

The present number of members is five hundred and sixty-eight. Very few 
satisfactory reports were handed in by competitors. We will only say that a 
great variety of stock was on hand, and some very fine specimens. The array 
of agricultural implements was efood, and the departments of domestic manu- 
&Qf ures And feincy articles,- together with fruit and vegetables, would com* 
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pare farorably with many of the older societies. Indeedi in every branch of 
industry, the representation was most creditable, and the admirable spirit 
which seems to be infused among the farmers and mechanics of Somerset 
county, bids fair to place our agricultural society and our exhibitions at once 
in the very front rank of such associations in Pennsylvania. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

CHRISTIAN C. MUSSELMAN, 

Corresponding Secretary of the Somerset County Agricultural Society. ' 



SULLIVAN COUNTY. 

CampbellsviiAe, Sullivan County, 

January 9th 1855. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

Dear Sir : — The friends of agriculture in this county, being desirous to 
have some connection and correspondence with the State Society, I embrace 
this opportunity to forward some of our documents. 

Our county is new and small, and a great many take little or no interest in 
our cause. We have had three fairs, each succeeding one has been better 
than its predecessor. 

Our annual meeting, which was held on Monday of last week, presented an 
encouraging scene ; three or four times as many assembled from all parts of 
the county, than ever attended before. 

Most respectfully, 

RICHARD BEDFORD. 



The Agricultural Fair which was held at this place on the 3d instant, was 
well attened. The large building on S. E. of the public square, and the 
grounds adjoining, were used for the purpose of exhibition. Quite a number 
of horses, oows, oxen, bulls, sheep and hogs were placed upon the ground, and 
were favorable specimens of the stock raised in the county. The weather was 
so unfavorable as to interfere very much with bringing in animals or looking 
at them. A number of large Chittagong chickens were exhibited by Dr. Tag* 
gart, and fine Shanghais, Polanders, and common fowls by B. L. Cheney, A. 
J. Deitriek, Chapman fialdwin and others. 

The display of vegetables was extremely good. We do not remember to 
have seen better potatoes than those exhibited. Beets, turnips, rutta bagas, 
•quashes, pumpkins, onions, vegetable oysters, &c., &c., were there in large 
•quantities. Some excellent fruit was also there ; but not in as large quantities as 
the capabilities of the county ^lould properly supply. Honey, sugar, bread, 
tetter, dried fruit and pieservesi uid^any other articles of the kind were e^- 
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hibited ; also, flour, com meal, grain, horse shoes, &c. We shall not under- 
take to enumerate the articles, but among other things were noticed a patent 
horse rake, that seemed well adapted for use in this county ; a churn worthy 
of the notice of butter makers ; a couple of wooden horses easily made, and 
acceptable, no doubt, to little boys taking their first lesson in horsemanship ; 
and a centre-table with a standard supported by buck horns. 

The room was handsomely decorated with evergreens and a large variety 
of flowers. Quilts of various patterns and neat work-t&oman-ship were sus- 
pended around the walls, with chair tidies, babies' sacks, needle work, carpets, 
cloths and the like. 

Altogether, considering that it was a rainy day, the fair exceeded the ex- 
pectations of the most sanguine members, and gave bright promise of the 
future prosperity of the society. 



AGRICULTURAL FAIR. 

Awards of premiums made by the Judges at the " SuUiv^m County Agri- 
cultural Fair," held at LaportCs on Monday, the 3d of October, 1854 : 

CATTLE. 

Best bull, James Taylor ...-.h, ...^ $2 00 

Best cow, Wm. Meylert 2 00 

Second best, Thomas Corothers F. Journal. 

Best yearling, Enoch Howell .-.■ $1 00 

Second best, Elon Wilcox G. Farmer. 

Best bull calf,EioQ Wilcox., $1 00 

Best heifer calf, Lewis Zaner • 1 00 

Second best, Wm. A. Mason • G. Farmer. 

Best yoke of working cattle, M. Meylert. • •.....• $2 00 

Best two years old cow, Lewis Zaner ••.. .^« ••••••..•*••. . 1 00 

Second best, Thomas Corothers .^^.^ 1 00 

HORSES. 

• 

Best stallion, Thomas Anderson — •.••• 2 00 

Second best, John A. Hiddleson ..^ 1 00 

Best pair of matched geldings, George Edkin •••• 200 

Second best, A. J. Dietrick • •••••• 1 00 

Best brood mare, John A. Hiddleson • • 1 1 « • •-• # • • 2 00 

Best pair of matched mares, James Taylor ..^^ •••••.••••#• 2 00 

Best two years old mare colt, Henry Bennett.., •••.••# «•••«.• • I W 

Best sucking colt, John Sones. • • . • • «..»..^^ .••.•••..«•• • . • • » 1 00 

Second best, John Sones • • «,...,^ Certificate. 

B«8t three years old horse colty C. H. Dana •••••»•« »•• «•*•••••• $1 ^ 

Best gelding for all work, M. Meylert, , * » »# ,^ »i-» » . » > «» ».t i^i «-.»*^-* ^ 
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SHEEP. 

Best buck, E. T. Fargo • $1 00 

Best ewes, E. T. Fargo 1 00 

HOGS. 

Best boar, James Taylor • • 1 00 

Best sow, James Taylor .•. 1 00 

Second best, A. J. Dietrick , . . . .F. Journal. 

Best four pigs, A. J. Dietrick.. . , , . —.^ 50 

POULTRY. 

Best pair Chittagongs, Dr. J. P. Taggart ••...«« 50 

Best Shanghais, A. J. Dietrick • • .*• • . • • 50 

Second best, B. L. Cheney Certificate. 

Best pair Poland fowls, B. L. Cheney , • . • . • 50 

Best pair common fowls, C. Baldwin .• • 50 

Second best. • • • •- • ••,•••••. « Certificate. 

Largest and best collection of fowls, Chapman Baldwin $1 00 

Second best, B. L. Cheney • . ^ . . 50 

Fifty-four fowls on exhibition, all of a very fine quality. 

VEGETABLES. 

Best peck of early potatoes, J. N. Messenger 50 

Second best, J..B. Hiddleson. . . ^ • G. Farmer. 

Best peck of late potatoes, Lewis Zaner • » • « 50 

Second best, Daniel Reynolds •••./•.• «••• • . • -•. 6. Farmer. 

Best half dozen blood beets, Wm. Keeser • . . • • 50 

Second best, Dr. C. H. Dana ••..*• Certificate. 

Best half dozen white beets, R. Bedford .^ ••..., * 50 

Second best, Wm. Meyle?t. ••••••••...•.•••• Certificate. 

Best three heads of cabbage, A. J. Dietrick. , • 50 

Second best, James Taylor. ...••••.••• ^ • Certificate. 

Best half dozen carrots, Wm. Meylert ,. .....•••• ..G. Farmer. 

^Second best, Richard Bedford • • • Certificate. 

Best half dozen onions, Michael Meylert ,...•.• . ^.^J, • . ....• • « • ••.•.• 50 

Second best, Mr. Baldwin • Certificate. 

Best half dozen parsnips, Michael Meylert .,-.. G. Farmer. 

B^t winter squashes. . , • • • « . . •.. « • •»• • . • . • • • .F. Journal. 

Second best, Mr. Finch. •- • ,.-• , Certificate. 

Best summer squash, Wm. Meylert. . • • • • . • ..•^. • • • • • .G. Farmer. 

Second b€Jist,'Mr. Baldwin... ...... ..... .*•• Certificate. 

Best sweet immiddn, Wm. Meylert « • • • 50 

Best field pumpkin, Wm. Meylwt • ...^^^ « , *.—.. ••.... i • • • »F. Joomai. 
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Second best, J. N. Messenger ^ Certificate. 

Best half dozen white turnips, John Sones '« .•^. 50 

Second best, Richard Bedford • •.•^.. Certificate. 

Best half dozen ruta bagas, M. Meylert F. JournoL 

Second best, A. J. Dietrick. .... »..^ ..— . Certificate. 

Best half dozen tomatoes. Dr. Dana ^ . • • • 50 

^cond best, J. B. Little • ^^ 50 

Best half dozen winter radishes, M. Meylert G. Fanner. 

Best vegetable oysters, Dr. Dana • 25 

Best cucumber, Kichard Bedford 25 

Seed cucumber, James Taylof . ..■• • • 25 

Best sugar beet, Michael Meylert ^ 25 

Best turnip beet, Michael Meylert 25 

Sweet peppers, Enoch Howell 25 

Red peppers, R. £. Shipmon. . . . . « ^^^ .... 25 

Best artichokes, Wm. Pryor , 50 

Choicest and largest variety of table vegetables, Michael Meylert 1 OO 

Second best, Richard Bedford • F. Journal. 

FRUIT. 

Best peck of fall apples, John A. Speaker ^..-.-* 50 

SecoQd best, George Edkin,' 2d Certificate. 

Best winter apples, John A. Speaker .-/...• 50 

Second best, George Edkin, 2d Certificate. 

Best pears, George Edkin, 2d. 50 

Choicest and largest variety of fruit, Geo.- Edkin, 2d • • 1 00 

Second best, John A. Speaker. . . »• ...^^ ••••••••««, .^^ • F. Journal. 

FLOWERS. 

Choicest and largest variety of flowers, Mrs. E. Howell 50 

DRIED FRUIT, PRESERVES, ETC. 

Best peck dried apples, Lewis Zaner. . ..,-.^-« ..^^ *.•-...# 50 

Best peck dried peaches, Mrs. Geo. Edkin. . • ^^^ , 60 

Tomato catsup, Mrs. M. Meylert ^ 37 

Apple jelly, Messrs. M. Meylert ., , 37 

Currant jelly, Mrs. J. C. Wilson 33 

Spiced plums, Mrs. Michael Meylert • • ^ . .-.-^ 37 

Cider vinegar, Wm. Reeser. ,G. Farmer. 

Preserved peaches, Mrs. M. Meylert , , ,;,^.,^ * •-•..^.. . • . . 37 

Preserved strawberries, Mrs. W. Meylert -..,#-.^ .... 37 

Preserved plums, Mrs. M, Meylert, .•...• •,••.. ..^ 37 
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(AIRY, MAPLE SUGAR AND HONTIY. 



Best tub of roll butter, Mrs. R. Bedford. . .^ $ 75 

Best honey in the comb, Lewis Zaner ; • • • • . 75 

Straii^ed honey, Wm. Reeser ••••••; «••.•••. 75 



GRAIN, SEEDS, FLOUR AND CORN MEAL. 

Best half bushel of winter wheat, L. Zaner • • , 1 00 

Second best, £. Gower ^ ..G. Farmer. 

B^st half bushel of rye, Lewis Zaner • « •, ' • • 

Best half bushel of oats, Wm. Reeser • 

Best half bushel of buckwheat, Lewis Zaner. ... • • • • • 

Best flour from one bushel wheat, A. J. Dietrick • • • 

Corn meal . . • .^ do 

Rye flour • do. 

Corn in the ear, Lewis Zaner • • , 



75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 



AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS. 



Lumber wagon, A. C. Wilfeer *..... 1 00 

Churn, H. £. Shipman .....•• 75 

Horse shoe, David Farmeter ...••••. • ...^ • 50 

Ox shoe do • I . . . 50 

Willow basket, Frederick Smith 37 

Summer horse shoe, J. H. Shell .••••• ;••...• 50 

The committee also report one horse rake, exhibited by Peter Steriger, a 
non-resident of the county, as a very fitie implement for the use intended. 

HOUSEHOLD MANUFACTURES. 

Best rag carpet, Mrs. A. C* Wilber •••• 75 

Best quilt, (pieced) Mrs. A. C. Wilber • ^ . . .-. . . 75 

Second best, Mrs. H. E. Shipman. . . — ..— 50 

Best coverlet, Mrs. A. C. Wilber • • ..*^-« ..••••• • • • 75 

Best pair woollen socks, Mrs. J. B. Little ..« • • • • « 37 

Best pair cotton socks, Mrs. J. B. Little. • .••..•••••• • •.. • ••■• 37 

Best pair woollen mittens, Mrs. M. Rogers » »-•-• « . .,..•.• ..•••# 25 

Best pair woollen gloves, Mrs. J. B. Little. » • 25 

Best linen thread, Mrs. James Taylor. • •- ..»»•. ."I 37 

Best worsted ottoman, Mrs. M. Meylert. • • • « •.— ^.» . 50 

Best worsted head dress, Hannah Armstrong. .••••...••••••»••• •«.• 50 

Best worsted shawl, Mrs. J. B. Little .....»« 37 

Best worsted sampler • • do .• • .••••...••. 25 

Best emery ball. .. • • .».do •«•.••. • • •••.•••t 25, 

Best silk embroidered baby blanket, Mrs. A. J. Dietrick. ••.•.•••.••• 25 

Second best do. Miss Maria Meylert.. »•• .•■•»**.,«...•».•.»..• 25 
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Best white woollen yarn, Mrs. L. Zaner • .••• $ 25 

Second best, J. G. Wilson - • Certificate. 

Best mixed woollen yam, J. C. Wilson • 25 

Best chair tidy, Mrs. M. Meylert « • «^^.. • • 25 

Second best, Mrs. Wm.iMeylert « , ...^^ . . . .Certificate. 

Best boy's shirt body, Mrs. M. Meylert 25 

Best silk embroidered baby skirt dress, Mrs. Wm. Meylert 50 

Best centre table, Wm. Pryor • • . ..,. ^ . 50 

Best loaf wheat bread, Wm. Reeser «^ 25 

Best beeswax, John Mullen • 25 

Best soft soap, Mrs. J. B. Little. • , . » ..•••• • • 25 



• 



Atnount. received and disbursements of Sullivan County Agricultural Society. 

Amount received from members, 1852 $29 50 

Amount received from county tax, 1852 29 50 * 

59 00 
Amount paid on premiums «.. 3 00 

Balance in the treasury 1 . . 56 00 

Amount received from members, 1853. $31 50 

Amount received from county, 1853 • . • 31 50 

63 00 
Amount paid on premiums « • • • # • • • • . 56 00 

7 00 
Incidental expenses , « 50 

Balance in the treasury « • 6 50 

Amount received from members, 1854 $27 50 

Amount received from county commissioners • • • 26 00 

53 50 
Amount paid on premiums. • • •• •••••••••••. 78 55 

The above I received from the Secretary. 

R. BiSDFORD, President. 
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Officers for 1855. 



President — Richard Bedford, Campbellsville, Sullivan county. 

Secretary — William Meylert, Laporte do do. 

Treasurer — John A. Speaker, Hillsgrove. . . • • ,do do. 



ADDRESS ^ 

Of Benjamin S. Bmtley^ Esq,j before the Sullivan County Agricultural Ex^ 

hibition^ October 3, 1854'. 

ft 

Friends and Fellow Citizens : — I am here by invitation to address you to- 
day, and I thank you for the honor conferred upon me. I do not intend to tres- 
pass long upon your time, or go particularly into the science of agriculture, 
or attempt to show the best methods of cultivating particular soils, or what 
Crops should be put upon them, or into any analytical view of the subject, 
though it might be pleasant for me to do so ; but I will content myself by 
making a few practical suggestions — and if by so doing, I can present to your 
minds any new views, or can induce you to a more vigorous prosecution of 
the ones you already have, I shall be indeed happy in so doing. I feel a deep 
interest in the cultivation of the soil for many reasons. I spent the earlier 
part of my life in it. I cut down the ^timber, burned the follow, piled the 
logs, picked up the brush, burned the log heaps, harrowed amoug the stumps 
and roots, harvested the crops, hauled atone, made stone wall as well as brush . 
fence, ploughed the ground, burned the stumps, and in short went through 
with all the various processes of farming, which you all understand, and with 
which many pleasant^reminiscences are connected. It is the most indepen- 
dent of all the occupations known to man, and it has seemed to me that the 
curse that was pronounced upon our first parents, upon their expulsion from 
the Garden of Eden, that they and their posterity should eat their bread by 
the sweat of their brow, was almost, if not altogether, a blessing in disguise. 
Every other occupation in ihe world is one of comparative dependence upon 
the whims and caprices of mankind. If a man don't want to go to law, he 
will not employ the lawyer, and he is the better off for not doing it. If a 
man does not like a newspaper he won't take it, even though the printer 
starve. If a man choose to have his wife and daughters spin and weave the 
wool and fiax that grow upon his own sheep and upon his own soil, the 
manufacturers of silks and laces and broad cloths, must surrender. His occu- 
pation, like Othello's, is gone. And if he choose to show the independence 
of his calling by home industry, by raising and manufacturing for home con* 
sumption all that he needs, the ships of commerce might moulden away H 
their docks, and the sails that now whiten every part of the great watersi 
would disappear, no more to be filled with the &voring breeies of UeaTen* 
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I would by no means speak disparagingly of commerce and manafaetures, or 
of any of the great and beneficial enterprises of man, or of any of the thousand 
lawful and praiseworthy occupations and professions in whish he may be en- 
gaged. Far be it from me to do so. My object only is to show the pre-emi- 
nent independence of him who cultivates the soil. Every other man depends 
upon him. Every other branch of business must be suspended if he stop. 
He may help others and others may help him. He can live without them, 
but they cannot live without him. God has so designed it. He has in his 
wisdom and goodness impressed the stamp of honor, honesty and indepen- 
dence, indelibly upoif the business of cultivating the earth, and drawing from 
her rich stores that which sustains and supports the whole human family. 
Nor is she fickle or unfaithful to him. If he cast into her bosom, in seed 
time, in due time she will yield to him the rich harvest. 

I thus mention these matters, from the fact that persons, and particularly 
young persons, get the notion into their heads that farming is rather a small 
business ; that in order to be respectable it is necessary for them to be a lawyer, 
or clerk in a store, or a merchant, or a doctor, or may be a pedler of some 
kind, or some kind of agent. There never was a greater mistake, and experr- 
ence will most fully teach it to them. Not that there is anything disrespecia- 
ble in these callings, but because the business of farming is as respectable as 
the best of them, and by far the more independent to man. 

But there is a deep and interesting science in agriculture, and the young 
man who wishes to study and discipline his mind c^n find a wide field for its 
pursuits. I may make this proposition, that the science of agriculture con- 
. sists, in that whereby any man's farm may legitimatly be made to produce 
the largest of profit amount during a series of years. Not one, but many years. 
No universal system or infallible rule can be laid down for the cultivation of 
the dififerent soils. They are various almost as the faces of men, with which 
we meet, and what would be good in the cultivation of one might be decided- 
ly bad in another. And yet there are certain general rules, the application 
of which will not be without benefit to the farmer. Every farmer ought to 
know something of chemistry. It has been said to be handmaid of all 
sciences, and it certainly is of agriculture. Whether the farmer knows it or 
ever thinks of it, the earth and the atmosphere are a great natural laboratory 
in which a chemical process is constantly going on. 

If a distiller wish to make alcohol he takes his grain and submits it to a 
•ertain process, by which some of the component parts are thrown off and 
others united in certain proportions and the result is an article poisonous ia 
Its nature, and instead of being like its original, wholesome and nutritious, it 
maddens the brain and sets on fire the blood of man. If a man wish to mak^ 
ptttty he does not mix butter and flour together, but white lead and oil. If m 
woman wish to make a loaf of bread or a pudding she certainly would not 
mix saw-dust and water, nor even flour nnd water, and make the composition 
•and let it go at that. If she were to do so her husband would certainly get 
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the repatfttion of being a cross man when he should come to eat it. No, the 
house-keeper understands her business better than that. When she wishes to 
make a loaf of bread, she selects those articles that she knows will make good 
bread, when put together in certain proportions and in a certain manner. She 
takes her flour, puts in her yeast in a proper proportion, submits it to a proper 
degree of heat, lets it ferment to a certain extent, then bakes it. She must 
have everything about it right or she won't have good bread — that's certain. 
If she don't have good yeast or leaven enough in it, it won't rise. If she gets 
too much in it she will have sour or sticky bread. If she is to make the dif- 
ferent kinds of cake or of puddings, she must take different kinds of articles 
to make them of and put them together in different ways or she won't succeed. 
She don't make appl'e- dumplings from turnips nor plumb-puddings from 
squashes. She might call them such, if she pleased, but her husband might 
be so inconsiderate as to fret some, and to think (if he did not speak it aloud) 
that she didn't know anything about her business, and that he had made a 
great mistake, in getting such a person to make bread and puddings for his 
use. But this is not so, our mothers and sisters and wives are not guilty of 
such folly as this. They have learned chemistry, if not from books, they 
have from their mothers or from nature. They have learned that certain 
means produce certain ends. They know that neither grease nor lie will wash 
well separately, and they would not think of using either of them for thai 
purpose, and yet when they are united in certain proportions, they constitute 
soap, a very cleansing and health-giving article. The air we breathe is formed 
of two principal gases combined in proper proportions. If they were separa- 
ted, as they easily can be, one of them would instantly * extinguish all life, 
and all the fire in the world. The other would cause the least spark of fire 
to ignite whatever should be next to it as to soon burn up and destroy every 
thing in the world, not sparing the earth nor the solid metals in its very 
bosom, and would so exhilerate our spirits as to cause us to live years in so 
many hours ! and yet when the two are combined they form the blessed at* 
mosphere of Heaven, in which we live and breathe, and in whic|i the fires^do 
not rage and destroy, but become the useful and necessary savant of man. — 
I refer briefly to these things as matters of illustration. Every kernel of 
wheat 'and of corn and of every kind of grain, has its regular and well defined 
component parts, all put together in due and proper proportions, if you an- 
alyze fifty kernals of wheat, you will find that each one has precisely the same 
fonstituent parts, and put together in exactly the same proportions. The 
same in regard to every thing that grows, whether animal or vegetable ; and 
whence do vegetables derive their component parts 'I From earth, air and 
.water! The process by which they are put together, we call growing. If 
you wish to make leather, you feed the hides with liquor from tan bark. You 
would not expect to raise corn and wheat in tan bark. Why not X Because,, 
although it may have that within it that will feed hides and make leather, it 
won't famish the necessary food for com or wheat. 
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Intaitively man knows but little. By experiment, obeervation and mAr* 
tion he can learn much. Why is it that New York and other cities are fiot 
now lighted with tallow candles and oil lamps as formerly 1 It is beeausemcn 
tried experiments, and in trying those experiments they foand out that by 
combining certain articles a gas was thrown off, which would bur^ with a 
clear and transparent light, and thus at a comparatively small expense, dark- 
ness was driven from the streets and dwellings of our cities. 

About one hundred years ago our own Benjamin Franklin, by a simpfle ex- 
periment with a kite, drew down and confined the lightnings of Heaven, and 
discovered and settled the great fact, that lightning and electricity are the 
same. Since then it has been controlled and has become the messenger of man ; 
has annihilated space and time in conveying messages from one part of the 
world to others. The telegraph, steam, and a thousand other discoveries 
of the present age, astonish us as we think of them. And yet they are no 
new principles. They have existed since the world began — we only discover 
them — we only reach results by experiment and different combinations of 
simple principles. As I have said before, oil and white lead mixed make 
putty. How was it discovered 1 By experiment. We owe almost all that we 
have under God, to experiment. It is the great railway car, if we may so ex- 
press it, that has carried {he present age so far in advance of all preceding 
ages — that has removed the civilized and enlightened world so far in advance 
of the barbarian and savage state. And does not this principle apply to agri- 
culture and the mechanic arts as well as to every thing else 1 How do you 
know, my friends, that when you plant an apple seed, that it will not produce 
a thorn tree 1— ror a beet seed, that it will not produce a turnip 1 Because you 
have learned by observation that there are certain laws of nature, that under 
certain circumstances will 'produce c<irtain results. Why don't you plongh up 
some poor, miserable, worn out sorrel or mull en patch, and sow it with 
wheat 1 Because you would not get any if you did. And why not 1 You 
answer that the land is worn out — it is too poor — worn out and too poor* 
How so, is there not soil enough there for the grain to root inl Certainly S0. 
Have you not ploughed and harrowed it till it is smooth and mellow as' en 
ash heap 1 Certainly. Then why will not the wheat grow *? As I have already 
stated, chemical experiments have shown that every kernel of grain, every beet, 
every turnip, and every other vegetable that grows, is formed of definite, di#' 
tinct, and proportionate parts — alike in each kind of vegetable, butdififering in 
different ones to a considerable extent. The earth, air and water hold in them 
the constituent parts of these vegetables. You plant in your garden a little 
rough and apparently dried up beet seed. iSoon it begins to swell ; presently 
a little root or germ starts out from it. Life is there. It begins to appro* 
priate to itself whatever is necessary to make a beet, not a turnip, nor a hill 
of corn, but simply a beet ; and if it does not make a large beet of itself, it 
will be because there is scarcity of the right kind of food within its reach* U 
will have its own kind, and won't take any other. If it can't have that it 






.won't grow.' If it eau have it in abondf^^ce, i^ will grow enormously. - Some 
beets have been' known to grow to the 'weight of some fifty or sixty pounds 
each. .So of all other vegetables. They all want their own kind x>f food, 
similar it may be but in different proportions ihave been told by one of your 
citizens, since I eame here, that he had a squash vine that grew by actual 
measurement some twelve inches in about fifteen hours. It is very evident 
that that vine had >an abundance of squash food within its reaeh, so that 
it could appropriate to itself just as much as it wanted, and as fo^ as it could 
eat and digest it i or in other words, compound it and form it into 8q.uaih 
V;ine, 

We often hear it remacked that such a country or such a piece qf land is 
not adapted to wheat or corn. What do we mean. by. it 1 Simply this, that 
naturally in the soil those properties are wanting that predominate in wbei^ 
or corn, and consequently a want of that food that they require, and without 
which you cannot make them grow. As well can you make fire burn with- 
out fuel, as crops without their natural and necessary food. If the soil has 
not naturally the properties for any particular crop, you must find out what 
they are, and pat them there, or put in some other crop. These things we 
leana by the looks of the soil, by experience, experiment aiid observation. 

In this consists one of the great secrets of successful agriculture. As I 
have already remarked, we iciarn these things by observation and experiment. 
Without these we should make a sorry blisiness at farming. When I Was a 
boy at work on my father's farm, a gentleman from £ngland purchased a farm 
near by. He had never been engaged in that business, and yet, he had an 
idea that he was going to show the farmers in the neighborhood, that they 
did not know much about their business. He was going to show them how to 
raise wheat. He summer fallowed a very nice 'piece of pasture, and after 
ploughing up the sward, he took every bit of it off, and left nothing but the soil 
below. He sowed* his grain, harrowed it, and rolled the ground very nicely ; 
it looked very smooth, and he was very proud of it ; but when the grain be- 
gan to grow, it soon showed itself to be of the small yellow kind. The life of 
the soil was gone in taking ofif the sod, and he could not cheat the crop, by 
giving the ground good looks. Take a Philadelphia merchant, who has al- 
ways been behind the counter, and who has no knowledge of the diflerent 
kinds of soils and crops, and he would be as likely to sow wheat in hemlock 
muck as any where else. 

A strong prejudice has eicisted in many persons, (I hope much less now,) 
against what is called book farming. Now my opinion is^ that the best kiofl 
of farming in the world is that which is done uj^o the, soilitsfdf^^jj^e mip 
who ^^ either holds himself or drives ;*' yet 1 have no doubt that great bene- 
fits have been derived from agricultural books and publications^ not so much 
perhaps from' the theories that they contain, as from their being a record of 
the experience and experiments of others. They may be great aid to the 
farmer, in making suggestion? to fiim^ and in giving him the result? of manjy 



^MTs' es^riencft. Ont tntm don't know everythitif , lAetber about hbm^ 
or any tbiioig else; and ^hen he thinks he has got so wise that he can learo 
nothing from any body ebe, in the language of the wise man, diere is moie 
fiope for a fool thaein of him, for he has become wist in his own CQnceit, 

But there is one mode of getting information upon this subject, which, to 
-my mind, is beyond all others in pracHeal importance. It is that which briogs 
yoa together to-day, the County Agricultural Sociefty. Its importance to my 
toind cannot be over-rated. { wiU not attempt to detail the many advantagec 
connected with it. Neither time nor ability will permit. Each one has the 
benefit of his own knowledge and experience, and gives it ungrudgingly to 
't>thers, while in time he appropriates that of all others to himself. The plea. 
sure derived from meeting once a year on such an occasion as this — of con. 
^latulaving each other — ^of renewing old acquaintances and forming new 
ones--48 of itself almple compensation for all it costs. 

But beyond this, the meeting of the society at its annual fair, is a livi^f 
report of the agricultural interests of the county for the current year. 

Men are leamiag the simple yet important fact^ that it costs »b mach to 
keep a poor horse, ox, cow or sheep, as it does a good one, and that a poor 
«ftait tree shades as much ground as a good one. They are learning ^t 
there is reaUy a difference in the breed of animals, and that if one man cai 
sell a eow fat fifty dollars, when hi» neighbor oan get but twenty or twratf 
five dollars for his, that -has cost him just as much, he begins to think that 
there is something more than fancy in the different kinds of stock. The 
quickest and most effectual way to naakeus learn and und^stand oar intex- 
'^sts, is to touch our pockets ; and when one man finds out how much bntt^ 
his neighbor has made from one cow, how niuch corn or wheat he has raised 
from one acre, how much wool he has taken from one sheep and hoir mudi 
he sold it forj when he sees the nice looking stoc^ of his. neigh bor^^ the.nJKM, 
plump lind easily fattened- hog, the noble plough, carriage or fast hovscy he 
begins to xeaison with himself why is it that 'he keeps such poor aninuils him- 
selfy 80 unprofitable and so unsa].eable-r~why his lands are so unproductive, aiMl 
why be has half a crop when his neighbor, who has no better farm than ke 
has, ^ets whole ones. A laudable ambition is at once aroused in him, or 
should be, and if there is any better stock of fruit in the county than he has, 
he wants to get hold of some of it ; and if any body raises better crops that 
h^ does, he wants to know why. If he has any life or ambition about hzRi) 
he will attempt to improve by what he sees and hears 5 and let m^ say to that 
iiia]i,'that'every thing he spend); m thud doing, will be an investment ihst 
^H, sooaer'or later, r^pay hhn the principal, with compotmd intexest. 

The society has a. daim upon ^ery member of commonity, upen eveff 
aiaii and woitum in your eonnty. Make it what k onght to.be* Yoaftii ha**^ 
deep and abiding interest in iita pkrotpeirity« Contribnte to its fa^d f it kycitD 
its infancy, and iieeda,yi>iir jrqppott^Qd fqsteriog oUrew Ldl ten ^Mtmsajp^ 
Hai roohd, and the espente j4a art at ik aastainiiig it \^1 te hot a i»tfkC^ 



tarifc^- efgmptcmi wMi the aMiity tenefita it wilt be to ycmr eiAmtyv tf {htou. 
perly eondoeted, llie mo«t anbelieving will have to admit tbe adva&ceniemt of 
tte ftgricahursi iakterents, iu>deY its auepioes and oporations. Let no ne^y 
tional intereflftfi aiisO) and no nnptea^oant rivalrieis be fostered ; but let the gooA 
ef tlte whok be tke eamtet desire cf emch. Let knowledge increase ; take and 
tisod the piiblieations demoted to the eao^e of agricnltore ; apply the princi- 
^09 that yon glean from them to your own soiji and circumstances ; gst 
knowledge from ail; impart yonr own to all. I cannot say a more important 
thing to you, than to recommend your own society to you. 

I had often heard of your county as being new and rough, and not in- 
viting in surface or soil. I never visited it till now. I can truly say, that I 
am happily disappointed in its appearance. It is true that it is a new section 
and most of it, so far as I have seen, heavily timbered.' The question cam€ 
to my mind, why has a section of country, capable of becoming so good, re* 
hfatned so long In a wild ^tate. The answer as readily came, it is because 
it is so far' from other settlements. It ha* not been eavtiy accessible froto 
sections around you. Had a railroad, a canal or a river passed throng it, 
instead of the wilderness, it would have been before this, converted into good, 
fi»rms, well covered with herds of cattle atid sheepi, and waving grain. ' Btit 
this day is not far d]4stant. The settlememts around are crowding in, th;e 
centre of the forest is broken, a settlement is commenced there, and soon from 
aggressions without and aggressions within, the forest must yield, and give 
way to the building up of churches and school houses and happy fire-sides.^^ 
It will cost labor and toil to accomplish this change, but who is happier than 
he who participates in doing it 1 I believe there is no happier people on earth 
than those who go into the wilderness as pioneers to chop down the treeitf, 
elear np the fallows, and change the forest into fine vifiages and farms. If I 
ean judge af ight, a great proportion of the knds of yonr county, will- mako 
fihe farms, many of them the very best ; some of them may have rather more 
stoiJeK upon them than will be convenient at ' first, 'V\4iiib tfaereisan«b%tn4iemee 
4f tiBiber for f enacing. Btrt I belie ve they wHi all * bo wanted . Be not fr igli^ 
tAedttr^hem,' often is it the ease that live most forMdding country, kitstilrat 
View, becomes tke most wealthy and desirable. Look at old Massachttsetts, 
Hiatiy portions of her are stonifer and rougher than any thing yOu have In yotir 
coiktity, and yet she is rich, her soil could almost be covered* with: silver do)* 
Isra by her inhabitants, and her sohs are the tnost enterprising and 'happy 
f^etiplo in 'the worUl. You have a great many natura^l advantagies in rthis 
ootiiity. It i» «n&«ce<Mttsy >for acie to oiiumeiatei.thenr, as yoiL know .jkhent* - * 

A thii&ly populated feoimtry is north and* south of you, and sooii' you will 
W elosod in upon, and vAcn'itfae -day cotae*, which i preBOthe x» not dfUtant 
iDBny'yBftrB)*that a raifroadTahaHirnir thrbt^ sotoe of yonr vallej^s^thonWhitt 
\limSi pmedt y^nr becoming one of tlko heat cooatf e»4n the Stirtdl i eannot 
>m^ yoM «)tthi gooid, tout waioc gt>od and: idmidaiit,miil yon unrtspate 
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metropolis of tTie State. These things should lemcoarage every msii vrhorlitti 
located himself within your boundaries. It is no place for idlers, but iridasltiry 
will surely be rewarded. There is aggression in every thing, good or* e^* 
If a man clear up his land and then permit the bushes and briars to crowd in 
upon him from the outside, they will after a while drive him out, but if lie 
keeps up an aggression upon them he will continue to drive them back into 
the woods till there be no longer any woods to drive them into, and he will 
have a fine cultivated farm. Go on and clear up your fields, draw off the 
stone and make good stone wall, rear your buildings, get the best stock that 
you cfin find and keep it well when you have got it, get all the knowledge 
you can of the nature of the different soils, and of the best means of raising 
the best crops thereon, interest yourselves in all the operations of your society^ 
and give it life and vigor. How can a man be lazy and idle in a new county 
w)ien there is so much to be done, and so much pleasure and profit in doing 
it 1 Where land is at so low a price^ that any man may purchase suffieien^t to 
^lake him a farm, a|Ld which with industry will soon rise in value till it will 
make its owner independent, I have known many such and so have yott. — 
^ut the man who is willing to idle away his hours and his days^ who will let 
the bushes and briars, hem him in, who will for years plough over the 
loose stones upon a small piece of ground instead of putting them into good 
wall| who is willing to half cultivate his land and get poor crops, who has ifo 
pride in getting good stock, who is afraid of book knowledge or of any other 
kind, lest he depart from the ways of his fathers, who takes no interest in the 
agricultural society, who is always talking about the; county in which he lives, 
as being a hard one, and how hard he has to work, and how much better luok 
others have than he bas^ and who is always looking for some opening some- 
where else, such a man is no benefit to a new county, he ought not to be ia k, 
he is i^ot entitled to its blessings and enjoyments. The men that are wanted 
are men of integrity, industry, economy and energy. There are such in every 
community and they ought to become living epistles a«id examples to i^Il 
others, and be rid of them. £ migbt go on and detail to you the many im- 
provements of the present day in the difierent kinds of stock, fowi«» friiity 
farming utensils, implements of husbandry, &c., and the. great advantages 
that have been derived therefrom, to individuals and communiti^, and tfce 
value and x^se of manuring, &c. But 1 must forbear. I have atready tiiOis- 
passed too long upon your time and attentiou. 

If you will interest yourselves in these matters, if you wiU attend yt>ut <Mira 
county fair, and those of your neighboring counties, and even the State Pdir« 
when you can and see what is to. be seen, and hear what is to be heard, and 
compare noies with your brethren, that are engaged in the same great enter- 
p];is^ with yourselves, of |[iving to the world| the manifold eomfoits and 
luxuries she enjoys from your hands, you will soon leara the secret of ftgn- 
Qultural. success, you will 9oon learn that know;ledge, to the farmer,, is as im. 
poxtao^t and, as advoijitageoifs tQ him, a3 it ip ^o the atatettmaoi^the I<»«yer^{hj|^- 



Ijiiciaii or any other class of citizens. Discipline and expand your mind, by 
^dixig« observation and experiment, and with all, be industrious and econom- 
ical of your time. He that is careless and wasteful of his hours, will be of 
hia days, and no man has ever yet accumulated his poinds, when he was 
^reless of his shillings. It is an old and true maxim, that if we take care ot 
our pennies, the pounds will take care of themselves. The farmer is the hope 
of our country, civilly, politically and necessarily. There is no station of 
honor or of profit in our broad land, but what is open to him and the poor 
boy, who may now be attending school in the log school house, in the denser 
forest, and who is acquiring knowledge by the light of the pitch-pine knot, hf 
his father's fire-side. Knowledge is power, the world over, get it, and'exer* 
eise it, in whatever you do. Our greatest statesmen have been our best W< 
iners, and when they have retired from public life, lik;^ Gincinnatus of old^ 
they have returned with pleasure to the plough. But there is one other clasi^ 
of our audience, to which I must briefly refer before I close. I mean th^ 
ladies. We always find them engaged in the good, if ever in the bad, it is ah 
exception to a female rale. Their presence always cheers u^, their handi-i 
.Work furnishes tb us a thousand things, necessary for our comfort and enjoy-*' 
ixlent. Heaven designed them to ornament beauty, adorn and bless the world. 
Who can select and arrange from the great " Floral Hall " of nature the 
i beautiful bouquet, and make it an emblem of herself, but her own fair band. 
In whatever is beautiful and ornamental she always excels. Bui this is not 
all, while she excels in these, she is not wanting in whatever is usefUl. We^ 
can often judge of the value of ^ blessing, by looking at the opposite and by" 
serfng what we would be without it. Apply this rule to the case before usi 
Without the kindly aid and influence of woman we should soon be a nation ot 
^n^axten barbarians. What a spectacle would be presented to the world by s 
'comnunity of old bachelors, unblessed by the smiles and influence of Woman^ 
•Tbisy widuld make a sorry business of living could they prosper in any thing' 
t^Aentmdbea life desirable or eveii endurable; As well might vegetation grow* 
«nd prosper without the genial influence of showers* No it cannot be, we ow^ 
. #«m nations prosperity under God; to them. The patriotic fires that burned in 
'the breasts of our sires of our revolution, were kindled and fanned by theii' 
'fi6ft# mothers. We cannot too highly prize their aid in any of our under- 
ti^inger. If we do not appreciate them in their endeavors to strew the pathway' 
of life for us with every thing that is useful and lovely, we throw contemj;ylf 
.-^upon Heaven^s best gift to man. In prosperity she gladdens us with hei' 
,* smiles, in adversity, she is a sympathizing friend, and encourages our hearts; 
. .Upon the sick and dying bed she is always as a ministering angel to us; hei' 
•devotion knows no end, she knows no fatigue, no want of rest, but the brow 
*..of th^ dying husband, son, brother or friend, is moistened with her tears, anf 
.his jnllow is smoothed by her untiring hand. Such is woman, our co-helper 
in .%11 that is good, in all that is lovely. May Heaven bless her, and man ap-^' 
j^poii^t^ her in all her attempts to bless the world, till time shall be no moire. 



27^ PENNStL^AlflA StAf B 



SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY. 

' • » ■ 

... I • . 

To the Prmdeni qf the Pennsylvania^ State Jlgricukural Society : 

The report of the Presidi^ of the Society for the ad?aiiCjeme&t of Agricul- 
ture and the Mechanie Arts, in Suflqoehanna county, respectfully re^re^Qta; 

That, while little has been done in this county^ ta arrest the aitei»tio(i» of 
ezeite the iaterest of farmers in other parts of the State^aateady and ^mdual, 
as well as sound and healthy imprevement in almost erery branch pf indo^tryj 
which" our society was intended to foster^ has been plainly manifest, Notp 
withetandiof the severity of the drought felt by the western and north* westeri 
pans' of the State, partially dumaiahing the. fall crops in this county, peveral 
instances are reported of corn reaching seventy, and one as high as s^iie^t;; 
thvee bushels per aere. The wheat crop has been diminished by the insect 
^ceeidomyia tritid^^^ but the Hessian fly, or ^^cecidomyia destructor j^^ has dcMe 
eampaaratively little injury* We cannot say, as was reported some years since, 
that the latter has ^lever been found in Susquehanna county, but it hai^ been 
by no means as destructdTC as in less elevated regions, and many of our far* 
mere have never yet seen it We be]ieve the largest prop of wheat repoitsd 
to the society this season, is twenty •'Seven bushels per acre, and several ofhex^ 
ase stated by our members to have yielded twenty-five bushels ; these were 
att spring wheat. A general impressioa appears to prevail, that we ha^e lost 
the seed of the genuine Italian spring wheat* During, tl^e period when that 
variety was generally used, onr crops were reported better than they )isve 
been within the last few years. Our oats and buckwheat have been unuauaUy 
yght crops, both in measure and weight, but a large surplus of both ba$ bec^ 
sent to market. Our hay crop, potato crop; our butter, pork and be^f, have 
all yielded satisfactorily, and we have had much cause to be thankful, that ia 
eommoo with the south-^astem portion of the State, we have ifi a great n^ss* 
•are escaped the calamity that blighted the hopes of the husbandmaii else- 
where. We have had an unusual proportion of fruit, and this branch of rural 
economy is not only rapidly advancing and pbtainipg more than ordioiir^ 
care, but we have good reason to believe, from thifi year's experience, that our 
aoanty is becoming gradually fitted for its production, apd that its cultpce 
will soon be profitable* We have long been considered by a greatly mistakea 
public opinion, as excluded and debarred from frujl; culture, by the peculiari- 
ties of our soil and climate, but peaohes and grapes, owiog perhaps to the 
intensity of the hea^, were unusually fine, aod melons of various desciiptioas 
have, with the sweet potatoes of the south, come to maturity in due season ; 
and our root crops generally have been highly productive. We have every 
reason to believe, that our sjoecess in these particulara has been in a great de« 

I 

gree owing to our better mode of oulturC) to iucreased interest in our occupa- 
tiims and pumuiti, aud to a ^eater degree of perfection in our machinery | but 
we have long felt, that unless active and energetic eflforts were made by 



fanners generally, to introduce, perfect, and «se machinery more extensively, 
their liyes must remain what they have ever heea — lives of unmitigati^d and 
unrequited toil. No portion of the masaes^ of human society have profited 
less hy improvements of this nature, and that portion of them who commenced 
the settlement of a rough and wooded country, are the longest subject to this 
inconvenience. We hope and believe that a change is approaching^ that will 
relieve us more or less from this unnecessary toil, and at the. same time in^ 
vigorate and improve our mental ener^es ; and while the. laboratory of the 
chemist and the analyst can neither supercede thei laboratory of natura».np$- 
supply the place of labor and care ; the discoveries .'of seienQQ and. theinien^ 
dons of art are constantly offering useful and efficdent aids ta our. branch q/ 
human pursuits. Beep and subsoil ploughing are some of the results of \^ 
proved machinery, and are constantly adding an increased and ijicieasing 
interest to our business, while at the same time they increase our crops. Our 
ploughing match, held the day preceding our annual exhtbition, has justified 
the opinion, that in this first and most important art of the husbandman, we 
are on an equality with the most favored portion of the State y and while it 
can hardly be expected in a new country, where irtumps and rocks, untU 
within a few years occupied three fourths, if not nine* tenths, of thesucf^^ 
that perfection in ploughing should be ptv)aiptly attained. We.kaow thatih^; 
northern and eastern States, from whence the^ bulk of oar- popidwtion is alh 
tained, are as prolific isi these inv^ntioms as way portion of thia^ mfth\ mA 
wh^re the genius of our country is oncoufaged to ofisr »ew ii^aigmJot.agfift 
cnltuafftl ndachineryi there can be Uttle doubt thai aufth inventionsi wiU eoQlL 
dbtaia a. proper placo, wherever the impvaveoiettts of tfaes sucfacQiju^ttfy iim mm 
of tliera. Nearly every innpr^vement in the ploughs ol the ceuntry. has been 
aeixed upon with eagev avidity, and were exkihiled in great msmbers oa tim. 
ground ; aad very few farmers among ua hesitate at making ^ expenditoee 
iieeessary to test all suob as they think adapted I04>ur sottand eiicumstittcea. 
that subBoH is oemposed, in a great degree ei what in New York is ealled 
Stard*paD,'^ a kind of indurated, clay, that moaa ei uaooBsider, wlien not too 
near the surface, a greai andeasential advantage!, pteaeoSing tha waste aavi 
escape of itoanures, and vetaiaing moiatove to an esteat onknowa ia the nmtA^ 
In some localitiea it haa prevented farmers isom subsotliag their land, and; 
Vlifis iteoavepiience is laereased hj the negligence so nonaifest witfaregaid ia 
tftirder'-draining. lif is truly iaeredjble, \^eo the vast difi^eaoa in prodne^ 
tiveness' between dry and wist land is so evMeat to the mast eapeifieialia^ 
sender, ^at fanners too genefalty neglect thii^ simple process. We haye feaad 
however, by analysis, tlktrt this suribsoM possesseaa larger proportion of the ear* 
bonate of lime than the surface soil, and that when slightly mixed with tife 
^tter, and exposed t6¥ a season to almeepheric influences, it increases its-fev* 
tility — k' beconftes inbre abserbent, and in efwfy respect beteer fifted far tile 
growth of cereal plants, and especially wheat. The active members of etir 
society have accordingly atrdve, by both eieampfe and* precept j to incaleate 
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deep ploughing, subsoiling and draining ; but in doing so, hare done more to 
improve and ameliorate their own land, than to make an impression upon the 
old and less productive system of practice. 

One of the means that has largely contributed to an improved culture, is 
the great increase of root and hoed crops. The railroads and canals ha?^ 
brought us gypsum and other fertilizers ; gypsum has brought a vast increase 
in com ; corn aild corn-fodder have increased our stock, and an increase of 
stock has of course not only increased the fertility of the land, but has added 
largely to the produce of the dairy, and to the production of beef for the New 
York market. This again leads to the sowing of turnips, beets, mangel- wurtzei, 
and carrots, and f feel perfectly safe in saying, that a greater breadth of land 
has been applied to produce these crops, in a single township, within the last 
year, than was to be found applied to those purposes in the whole county, ten 
years since. Our butter is raising both in quantity, reputation and quality, 
by the influx of settlers from Orange, Dutchess, and Westchester countiesi in 
New York, and is now competing successfully with the butter of those coun- 
ties, in the market where they have heretofore had a monopoly. The county 
is particularly adapted by the hand of nature, to the purposes of the dairyman 
and grazier ; and when these are associated extensively with the feeding o^ 
oattle^ which we hope will soon be the case, it will add greatly to the prae' 
tice of preparing, by higher pulverisation, and more perfect culture, for better 
ploughing and tillage ; it increases the quantity and quality of manure, as 
well as the crops that may be raised with it ; and it may not be amiss, in 
eonneetion with these facts, to notice, that a single farmer, near the western 
line of the county, has this season had thirty-six head of fat bullocks, supposed 
to average one thousand eight hundred pounds each, from which he has partly 
reali2ed, and expects fully to realize, eighty-five dollars per head. We regard 
this not only as an indication of improved farming, but of an improvement in 
the quality of nur stock. Twenty^fivte at thirty years since the best cows ia' 
tbe oottnty c6uld be bought in ti»e*f«l], for m price fsom twelve to eighteeff 
doUoEs. There are many men now residents of the county, who own cowir 
tkat ooold hitf dly be pavehased for one hundred dollars each ; and many i»* 
stanees could be quoted where grade cows have brought fifty dollars each^ anif 
two years old steers k&ve been fS^d^at forty dollars each* It may be<th»t 
tbe9e prices are not entirely tbe result of an improvement in ^tockf but we 
think we.cao with confidence, say to our young men having farsas bere, thst 
emigration westward^ :with . a view of increasing, the facilities of obtaining a 
Uvetihood by ie^4ing . stocky or of ^enhaneipg .thficooifortaof ^.farmer'i .iif^t 
by dairying) is^t least « problem to be solved by ;m«eh risk,,' if not by aekual 
loss. V^t exhi^bi^n in this department of a fimuer's businessi has be^. far 
in advowee of tliat of ^py priBvipus .se»s9% «iid wo grf^atly doubt .wheiberanf 
county- in^tbe StaAOy witlv an equal amenat of c^pHal, lia»^boenahle< to exhibit 
a more rapid progress. 

We aoLYf under alLth^se oireumslanees, safely conelude, that ou^ faRnert 
are not only progressing in their system of eulture^ in improving^ the appear- 
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ance and the value of their farms, and their stock, but are 'exhibiting more 
taste, and a higher sense of the advantages of combining the useful and the 
beautiful — the needful with the pleasing enjoyments of Kfe, than can gen- 
erally be found iii new and uncultivated countries. All the mountaih ranges 
of Pennsylvania have once exhibited a hard and forbidding aspect, enough to 
discourage the most* enterprising and the boldest spirits ,' but the tet^acity 
with which men cHng to their native hills, has seldom been niore mahifest 
thab within her borders. If this feeling and this spirit can be continued 
and increased — if an attachment to the ' land they have redeemed from the 
forest and the wilderness, can.be cherished and enlarged, it may Still be a 
prejudice, but it will be a salutary prejudice, gradually leading to horticul- 
tural as'well as agricultural improvement. It is perhaps a truism that' fruit 
can never be produced without flowers, and we may safely conclude, that 
when all these are judiciously combined, nature offers no higher objects for 
the employment of opulence — nothing better calculated to ihcrease the amor 
pairidt^ o* to make our mountains and our valleys ring with our own glorious 
motto of ^^Virtucy Liberty and Independence,'*^ 

Respectfully submitted.' 

CALEB C ARM ALT, 
President Susquehanna County Agricultural Society, 
Friendsville, 1 Mo. 1, 1855. 



TIOGA COUNTY. 

% 

m 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricxdtural Society : 

Sir : — ^I make herein, in brief, ths first anqual report of the Tioga County 
Agvioultural Society. This society was organized September 12, A. D. 1853, 
by adopting a constitution and electing officers under the same. Nothing was 
doDe4iiifiDg the year 1853^ except to organize aiid ptepare for the coming 
year« In May, 1854, the Executive Committee offered and published a Hst of 
preoaiiimSf amounting to fdur hundred dollars, to be awariteid to successful 
conspetitors in the various departments of mechanical and agricultural labor, 
at the £i8t aanual fair of the society, to be held at Tioga village, on the 4th 
aad'5lh days of October ensuing. The idea of a fair was almost entirely 
newy and mneh hesiiaaey and doubt wet a manifest f bat the first day of the 
fair ealae around, an4, to the surprize and gratification of the officers, a larga 
concourse of people wore in attendance. The articles offered for exhibition 
were not Attmeroos, but w«re very excellent in quality. Hundreds had com« 
to see what was to be done, and how the thing was to be managed ; and when 
they saw, they were highly pleased, and regretted that they, too, had not 
beceme eompetiters. Owisf to ignorance of,' and inattention to our pnblishe^ 
ralesy there were «• wrkten deseriptions ef the proeess of raising ciofs and 
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cattle, Of of tbe iQ^qufacture of the artieles on exbiibiti9n. Our #9ci^}i h^< 
adopted more stringent rules for the future, in this respect, aud ia our n^st 
annual report we hope to furnish some interesting and valuable deteila* • Qui 
society have established a system of lectures or addjsesMSi to be deli^er4^ 
before the members on the first Monday of May of each year, and at the iiB» 
nual fair to be held each year. A very able address was pronounced before 
the society, on the first Monday of May last, by the Hon. Andrew B. Dick- 
enson, of Steuben county, New York ^ and on ihe 5th day of October kttt, at 
the first annual fair of the society, by the Rev. David Murdock, D. D., of 
Elmira, New York, printed copies of which I transmit herewith. The society 
anticipate a fiourisbing condition for the coming year, and wish to distribute, 
in premiums, six hundred dollars, a portion of which will be in agricultural 
books and periodicals. I annex the condensed reports of the Committer on 
Premiums. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

F. fi. SMITH,. 
Carrespending Secre^mtys. 

Tioga, December, 1854. 



KEPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

ON FARMS. 



For best cultivated farm, B. C. Wickham $8 00 

For second best cultivated farm, Ira Butkiey 6 00 

For best farming utensils, Ira Buckley • • • 5 00 



P££LB oxosv. 



For best average wheat, twelve and twenty-seven bushels per acre, Ira 

Buckley ..^ 3 00 

For second best, ten and twenty two bushels per acre, Richard Vi- . 

. dean, Sr . , , .,... ••,.•. 2 00 

For best one acre of corn, eighty-five bushels, I. Buckley.. 2 00 

For best half acre of potatoes, eighty-five bushels per half acre, Benj. 

Van Deusen ^. -.- 2 (XJ 



HOSM&». ' 



JJest stallion, four years old and over, Smith Stevens • 3 OQ 

For second best do., M. D. Bozzard«» ••••., ,^^. • 2 OQ 

For third best do., P. C. Hoig .,...,. ^.^...^ • • .Diploma, 

For best stud colt, two yiears old, H. W. Cau}kii\g. .«»••.••...•,,••. |2 OQ 
l^ot best bruod mare and colt, M. S. Baldwin^ «•• ^i «•#••• « f f-«-»» «■ m^ v . 2 00 
f 91; 9ec^nd best do.j Lewie £• Cook. , «»t«t« fv«»^^«*fr-*'tf « . ^ ^ 



Fof^MbeBt bood mare aoid ook, H. W.Csiddcig.. ,;;#•« .wt^I^plowlii 

iibi*4)«M sttcking eolt, H. W. Caulking ••••••««• VI 09 

Fc^seooDtt do., M. S. Baldwin., ....••.» ««.«^. •••««'«.. •.•*•• 1 M 

E^V'lhifd d^., Lewis £. Cook ^ . • . . « 4 « . « • «• • , «. ^ . «. • ««Diploiiiii» 

For best yeariiog colt, H. W. Caulking $2 00 

Fbr second do., £, J. Stevens ; • 1 00 

For*diird do., Hom^ Elliott.. . •••.«. 4 ...>.•<«,...••«.•. 4. •»•• • .Diplomai 

Eorbest three years, old gelding, Thomas J« Beiary. .,....» |2 00 

For second best, John Prutsmaa • 1 00 

For third do., Alexander Haining. .^ • • • « • • .^ • Diploma. 

For best three years old mare, D. C. Edwavda. |2 00 

For aecoad best, Abram Prutsmani «..%.• . »^ .w... • •• 100 

For third do., Joseph Aiken *..«•. Diploma^ 

For best two years old gelding, T. £. Arnold, diploma and « » $1 00 

For second best. Homer Elliott • • • . • ..•••» 1 00 

For third do., John V. Swan . . . •. Diploma. 

Fox iiest two years old mare, Horace Rofi*, diploma and $1 00 

For second best, Alexander Haining. . . • ••.... 1 00 

For best matched horses, Joseph Fish • •.•••• 3 00 

For second best, John Dickinson »^^.. «•.'••••• 2 00 

For third do., John C. French , 1 00 

For best single horse, T. J. Berry * 2 00 

For best single mare, Vine De Pui ••...•.,. 2 00 

For second best, H. G Harrower 1 00 



*• 



CATTLB. 

For best Durham bull, two years old and over, Ira Buckley 3 00 

For best native bull, do., R. B. Bailey 3 00 

f'or best Durham cow, Julius Clark • • 2 00 

For second best, Ira Buckley.. * ».. . , . • • • .......••....••. 1 00 

For third do., B. C. Wickham , • . * •.-^-. Diploma. 

For best do., three years old, Ira Buckley... . . . * • ..•^-. • $2 00 

For second best do., Ira Buckley 1 00 

For Tbest heifer do., two years old, Ira Buckley .^, •..'.. 1 00 

For second do. do., C. P. Miller. ♦ Diploma. 

For best Durham yearling heifer, J. Aiken |1 00 

For second best native do., A. £. Niles. . ., « , ,. • Diploma. 

For best pair of matched calves, Ira Buckley, diploma and $1 00 

For best yearling steers, B. C. Wickham, diploma and. • • • • • • • 1 OCf 

l?or test Devonshire yearling buH^ J. P. Wilooor, diploma and 1 08 

Pbr second best, Charles BJandiard* . . ,: Diploma* 

For ibest Durham bull dalf, Ira Bulfekley, diploma dnd. ..... « $1 06 

For Wcond best, B. G. Wickham ..^ • .•♦.^ 1 06 

For \hird do., Thomas MitohelL .»«•••««••<•.•.••<«•••#•«« ... • » ^tDiplbma* 
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:\ 



Fbr best nativedo.i H. W. OftHlMng, diplomA and. • • » • « . ../• . * fl Od 

Pbr best fat oxei^*Wm.E.< Crane.- ,' ; ;....».' 3'()4 

Pbr ibest wofking oxea^ •HearyOMroyd. « . . .v^ . . i •'* ..•,..••,.... 8 9() 
Fdr second do., Liewis E. €oek; . . , . . . •. 2 Oi 



SHEEP. 



For best Merino sheep, two pair, E, T. Bently. : . ; S 06 

For best Leicester, one pait, Ira Buckley. • ^ 2 00 



SWINE. 



tor best boar, no competitor, T^ L. Baldwin * . • ^ . ♦ .Diploma. 

For good sow and pigs, no competitor, T.' L. Baldwin • DrploBMU 

For best sow, J: W. Guernsey • ,.',... $1 00 

For second best, Abram Prutsman .; •....*.. .Diplona, 

For best litter of pigs, no competitor, D. M; Shaw .Diptema. 



POULTRY, 



For pair Shanghai fowls, D. Walker Diploiiia. 

For best pair Dorking fofwls, D. Walker ..^ . $1 00 

For second best, J. Sutton. ; . . * . ...^ Diploma. 

For best pair Bantams, J: Sutton;.'.: ^ $1 00 

Fbr best pair Pheasants, J. Sutton. 1 00 

For best pair Polands, J. Sirtton; •. 1 00 

Fbr best pair Irish Greys, J. Sutton.- • i 1 00 

For best pair geese, Jefferson Sherman . • • . ; •..•••«.•••••.. 1 06 

DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. 

For specimen of quilting, quilt four years old, Mary Whitney.. . . ..Diploma* 

For one pair stockings, Abram Walker • Diploma. 

For best rag carpet, H. W. Caiilkirigs.* . .* # • $1 00 

For second best, Wm. Garretsbn'. « • • .^ ♦ .Diploma. 

for best quilt, C. Osmun'. .'.....'..../...'...'..... .Diploma. 

For best coverlet,* C. Osmun biploma. 

For cradle quilt, Mrs. E. C. Goodrich...... Diploma. 

For wool carpet, Miss Rachel Prutsman .••••...••....•.• . .Diploma. 

fbr wool and linen carpet. Miss Julia Elliott. iDipioma. 



» •* * 



** MECHANICAL department; ' ** . '. « • 

.»• ' ♦ r , .-• ' * 

Xox best two horse buggy, Henry Petriel. ...f ., 4*-ff». .t •,*• • |1 ^ 

For best lumber wagon, S. M. Geer, diplooia and,.. .«.».fu*»^.ww 1^ 

jGof beat specimen. of horse shoeing,. 8. M% Gect, dif^opia ^ui ^ •> % «.* p%. -A^ 

i^Qr b^st specimen of cabinet. wfire, P. FuU.e?» dij^an(ifi,a#id.,,^ , ?jr* »^» . ^.^ 

For best specimen .of tailorings C. Ospf)uns diploma and. ^ 00 

For. best two hojpe Mrjies^, Johu.A{QXi^QdQr, (}iploma and, . • < t « . • • . 1 ^^ 



For test single harness, Horace Peck, diploma and •»••••••««. $1 00 

For best specimen of marble engraving, C. H. Fitch, diploma and.. . 1 00 

For i)est chum, patent applied for, A. Sanderfiioni diploma and .^b,*^ 1 OQ 

F-^r best saw and arber, L. Tabor, diploma and .••••• * ^ • . . « 1 OQ 

FRUITS AND SOOTS. 

f^r best peck Irish potatoes. Tbadckevm Mitchell; ...«•«;.•••. ^ •• • .Diploma. 

Por best six heads <^bage, J.. S« Bush. . * • ««••;•.•«•••«• 4J>iploma. 

For best six blood beets^ Vine De Pui ••.«..••«.•• .Diploma. 

For best six white beets, J. S. Bash. •••••.••••••• ••..•# .Diploma. 

Eor Ikest six celery^ blanched, L. fiigelow.. ..'..•»• ••*. .DiploHM; 

Forb^t ipeck tomatoes, L. Bigeloiv •.. ••«••••«•»•»««....«• .Diploma. 

i^r best Bix turnips, F. Susseli ^ • ^•••4Dip]omaJL 

S^rbQst. three bunches Isabella grapes,. B. C- Wickham • • • .Diploma; 

F«r l^sl- three bunchea Madeira gxapes, Miss Julia. Elliatt • .Diplomtt; 

For best variety native grapes, Miss Julia £Utott. •.•..••••• $1 06 

For best twelve autum apples, John F. Donaldson.. ......•• 100 

For aecond best twelve do., J. Duryes.. r. .»»•.••«».« .Diplomii. 

For best twelve winter do., E. T. Bentley • ,*^ • • • • $1 06 

For second do., B. C. Wickham. ..•••• * . .Diplomat 

For best variety of apples, three of each kind, E. T. Bentley, diplo- 

Inaand. • • • .r.u ... ..«« $1 06 

Pov second best do. do.,, Ira Buckley..... .».«.j «IHplom«. 

For best six Preston peaches, R. J. Ouernaey . . «»••«.• ^.. ..••.••». $1 00 

Fori best .two dozen plums, Mra.T. L. Baldwin.* •••. 1 00 

For best twelve quinces. Miss Rachel Prutsman • • • 1 00 

For best two watermelons, J • Sutton «•.••..... •.. • Diploma. 

F^ lot pumpkins, very fine, B. J. Guernsey. ...••«.• •..•••.. .Diploma. 

» 

VLOVQmVQ MATCH. 

First premium, one quarter acre, forty-one minutes, Sim. Prutsman $5 00 
Second premium, one quarter acre, forty minutes, Isaac Aspen wall 3 00 

BUTTER, CHBBS£ AND HONRY. 

4 

For pot of butter, Mrs. Vine De Pui« • » • * «.« « ••••••• .Diploma. 

For rolls do., Mrs. B. C. Wickham • . «*« « .' Diploma. 

For kettle do., M. B. Metcalf . . • • . « ...•.• «».. $100 

For firkin do., R. Toles ,..^. % 00 

t^or best cheese, A. E. Niles •• ••• *»....»r — •••-#• 1 00 

For second best, Miss Julia Elliott.. . • •• • • • . « • • • • . .Diploma* 

For best specimen of honey, Davis' patent hive, & W. Bailey. . • • • • $1 OO 
For aecond best do., Stodard's hive, N. Whitney. •«.••• • • •••-•Diploma. 



ladies' OiaCBEVIOirART I}0MM1TTJS£. 

Best bed quHt, Mrs. S. B. Hathaway. .....••.....•..» $1 <f9 

Second best do., Miss Mary E. Purple. ... * • . 1 00 

Best specimen worsted embroidery, Mrs. C, Robinson 1 00 

Best specimen tapestry, Mrs. G. Robinson 1 00 

Second best do. do., Miss fiUen A. Goodrich .Diprloma. 

Bestdo. muslin do,. Miss L. N. Lonmagnd. . . • . • 1 . • • •.« .... $1 00 

Second best do. do., Mrs. Mecajah La Bar. . . * ; Dipkma. 

Second do. do^^ as^ood as.above. Miss Ellen M. Tattle .Dipl^bnia. 

Best made knit slippers, Mrs. T. L. Baldwin.. •......•. vlMfifionaa. 

Best taste, MissEilenM. Tattle. • ; « .DipImB. 

Best ottemans, .Mrs. Henry Sherwood. «.«•%..»; v 1^ 08 

Best piercings Mrs. GcocgeM'Leod , ..».,, <4«..X)i{i)ftiaa« 

Beftt aowing^ Miss EUlea Tuttb « •.••....«...«.••«*.... vi^JWplsM* 

liest dress hat, Mias Julia Kai^pp. » • t .« ^Oif^o^s^ 

Best preserves, jiickles and catchup, Mrs. J. W. G^erinsey.. *•>*.- ^^.jDi^m* 
Best twcknit, two.uetand two crochet tidies, Mvs. F. £. Smith. • . .Oiploaia. 

(Best .worsted lamp mat, Mrs. £).. Robi&iHin. #1 06 

Best paper lajmp.mat, Mrs. F. E. Sxnittu ' diploma. 

Best plain sewing, Mrs. J. S. Bush ' Diptoisa. 

fies|:iieedle book. Miss Sophia Guernsey... : .Diploma. 

Best book mark. Miss Anna Guernsey. . • . . • , Diploma. 

A ^ood many other other articles were oflered. under thin. elaaSflHit iM 
ysraons not being .members o£ the society ivere:not entitled let piemittms. 



• I 



GBN'TItBMBN'e DI8CRBTI0KART COMHfTTVE. 

Four bird cages, two birds in each, Mrs. L. Bigelow Work on birds. 

Horse net, Mrs. F. E. Smith.., , ..^^ $1 00 

Two silk chair bottoms, diamond squares, Mrs. F. E. Smith 1 00 

Single squash, weighing 65i pounds, Mrs. Isaac'Tacker. ...•••..,. 1 00 

"Specimen of drawing, Miss E. Lowrey Diploma. 

Specimen of drawing, James W. Morris Diploma. 

Specimen of oil painting, J. F. Robinson. ', $1 00 

PiO* leather frame, J. F. Robinson ,....,., ,r-. • diploma. 

Dio. leather bQx,.Miss N, A. Robinson Dipk)ffia. 

lotooducing a p.ew variety of spring. ,wkeat,. N. Whitney, of .Bast 

Charleston... .,*^,*.. .., • ^^ ^ • . •- » ..». . ... J^ 09 

Moj^el of Stodard's. patent. bee hive. Win. Rose. 

JBeea and bee Kive.and honey, Davis* .hiyei C- 'W. Jtoiley.. 

AecB^nd bee .hive 8^d«b0uey9:)N[.: Whitoey. 
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AN ADDRESS 

Delivered at the jvrst Annual Fair of the Agricultural Society of Tioga county 
October 5, 1854, by the Rev. Dr. Murdoch^ of Elmiroy Ji*. Y. 



I 



Office Tioga County Agbicult?kal SociSTy, 

Tiogay October 5, 1854. 

At a meetiDg of the Tioga County Agricultural Society, held October 5^ 
J854, the following, among other proceedings, were had : 

"On motion of John W. Guernsey, Esq., it was unanimously 
. " Resolved^ f hat the thanks of the society be tendered to the Rev. David 
Murdoch^ D. D., for the very able and interesting address delivered by him 
this, day before said society, at its first annual fair, and that the President 
appoint a committee of three to solicit a copy of the same for publication by 
the'tociety. Whereupon the President appointed Messrs. John W. Guern- 
sey,' Benjamin C. Wickham and F. £. Smith such committee." 

Extract from the minutes. .■ ' 

F. E. SMITH, Rec. Secretary. 



Office Tioga County AGRidrLTutAL Socibty, 
Tiogay Pa.y October 5, 1854. 

Rkv. David MmEOOCH, D. D. 

Sm : — ^I'hc Tindersigned were appointed by the Tioga County Agricultural 
"Society, to solicit from y<\u, for publication by the society, a copy of the 
'^rery able and interesting address this day delivered by you before said so- 
ciety, at its first annual fair, at Tioga, Pennsylvania." 

If agreeable to you, will you please favor us witli the manuscript at your 
<^li«bt ootiVleidence. Yours, 3ec., 

JOHN W. GCERNSEY, 
BENJAMIN C. WICKHAM, 
FREDERIC E. SMITH, 

{JotMHfiit^e. 



Elmira, J^ovember 1, lS54t. 

.Join W.-Gnemity^ Benjamin €. Wickham, Frederic E*^8mith : 

<3sirrBtHSli ^^1 l»9e>TOoeiv#d ymirsTcqaestingafCopy of my: addxBss Jbaforr 
-the'Tloga^ Gowifty 'Agirieiaiinmil Society ; ^atid send it to you aince jroiiithiftk 
it fWM^iBalctiiated '!• pimnote ifae end ferwdiick iitii»s dsliveved* 
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ADDKESS. 

Mr. Phesident and Fellow Citizens : — Having been in many parts of tht 
world, and seen numerous exhibitions of the same kind as this, which has 
Slathered such a vast company together, I consider myself somewhat quali- 
fied to Express an opinion on the merits of this first agricultural fair in your 
county. It is therefore with sincere pleasure that I say here, that in no other 
county have I seen any thing superior, as a whole, to what has been shown 
to-day. In one chief element of utility and pleasure, 1 am confident nont 
has come before you — enthusiasm. But it is not in that only, as the fruits 
of your fields, your gardens und your orchards, brought hither, will prove. 
To my judgmerit, the produce of your dairies is not surpassed by the far 
famed butter and cheese of some New York counties, while your improved 
breeds of imported and native stock would equal some who live more in tht 
wide world east of you. Nor can I pass by the articles of domestic use, and 
ornaments^ so creditable to the wives and daughters of Tioga, evincing aliW 
their taste aud industry in producing those things which add to the comfort 
of home, while, at the same time, a higher degree of improvement in mind 
aod morals is promoted, by having what is useful made up in the forms of 
elegance, and adorned with needle work. This being the first display yoa 
bave made, it certainly bids well for your industry and taste, promising fair 
for the future advancement of this whole r^ion what constitutes the only 
real prosperity of a country. 

It is not beneath the care of even a fine lady, that she puts^ farth her ener- 
gies in adorning man and horse, '^ The virtoous woman seekeUi wool and 
.flax, and worketh willingly with her faanda. Her husbtnd i8.kD0)sra ixi tilt 
ftreet where he sitteth Among the elders of tbe land. . Shejnaketh "fiae Iijukb 
and selleth it, and deiivereth girdles to tbe merchant. She l€K>k^tli well ^ 
her hous^old, and ea^elh not the bread of idlenJMe." 

These annual exhibitions, whether of a county or of a Stftte, ftre indtcaltivt 
of progress in civilization, ai^d therefore deserving of special enoovr ageneot. 
Fairs duHng the' feuddt Ttges wete' granted as privileges to eeitaiit ptaces, ts 
marks of royal favor, to which the merchant and the trader from distant rt- 
gi^Bs eatne with their various wares, enriching themselves and the place wkm 
the mart was held. But an assemblage like this here to-day, was entirely 
unknown till the present century. In ftict, there never could be an agricu)- 
tnral fair, as we understand that phrase, except where the people have reached 
a high state of cultivation, and of entire freedom. 

The state of agriculture in a county, is a sure and certBiin sign of the comi- 
tion of th^t people. Mental cnltivation is not a more direct indication of tfct 
.eondition of the individual, than the cultivation of the soil is tbetrigfi-of gMi- 
ine progress ih the possessors df that soil: others^ wimld regard an advaoeiiig 
commerce, the discoveries in iu:ieiuse,<or the perfection of art ar the more 
ce^^hili'eigni; b4il{ if ^irvilization mwiis the highest notions of liriiig in • i^ 



AGfilC0LTU RAL SOCIETY . 6S9 

cial state, the basis mast be something else than commerce, or of the fine 
arts, without fear of successful competition. We affirm, that where the land 
is not generally cultivated in a country, equal to the progress made in other 
departmeuts of political economy, there are no substantial grounds on which 
to rest our opinion concerning the real progress of the people in the art of 
living well. Taking our Declaration of Independence as an incontrovertible 
authority, where it says that 'Mife, liberty and the pursuit of happiness are 
inalienable rights," then whatever advances those pursuits is what every nation 
should seek after. most assiduously. If it can be shown that agricultural pur- 
suits tend more than any other to the attainment of those ends, it will follow 
that legislation should always give a prominence to that interest over any 
other. No class of men should take the precedence of the farmer. No law 
should interfere with' his pursuits, but every encouragement should be given 
to him, so that he may produce the greatest amount of food from the least 'por- 
tion oflandy in the shortest time and with the smallest injury to the soil. 

To do all that, he must have the greatest facilities in bringing his produce 
to the market \ and new markets must be continually opening to him so that 
he may be incited to increasing improvement, and be bound in a community 
of interest with other classes who invest and speculate, and trade and carry, 
and legislate for the general good. The highest condition of man in society 
is when the whole machine goes on without jarring ; each part performing its 
own work, and all tending to the one great end of social existence, life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness. 

The farmer is not the only man in the country, but he is so essential to its 

interest, that as he rises or falls, so we judge of all other classes of citizens. 

>We ask then if he holds his own in the legislative Hall, at the ballot box, in 

the town meeting \ What place does he take in education, in religion and 

philanthropy 1 We are not so anxious as some are concerning his general 

appreciation of the fine arts, nor even of their general acceptance as the sure 

^gsk of advancement. We see that in countries where the most of that pecu- 

lii^r cultivation exists, that the people are trodden down by tyranny and priest- 

<ffaft \ and while we do hear, from American travelers^ of the great ease, 

•gracefulness and merry manners of some nations, we do not look upon such 

^bifigs as tlxe evidence of superior cultivation, nor yf greater enjoyment, t}ian 

M^.see wb^re. stiffness and clvimsiness, care and earnestness prevail. Indeed, 

We prefer the last to the first, where these are the result of that thoughtful- 

0689 and gpberness which a responsible being should always dis<$over. We 

hold that an intelligent, earnest man is higher in the scale of civilization, 

X^9, a merry p. thoughtless pne. Still we allow that on the character of the 

^ii)ker, who. cultivates th^ soil, may be engrafted a true refinement of mind 

msA a genuine, jrefinel^nt of nianners. Is it not possible to cultivate both the 

£^U {^\d the mind of yoiur children, so that the one shall be a support and an 

omament tp the. othej;! As things, are in the world, i^re fear that public 

G^inipii ia i^|ii«f t the idea Qf a m^n being a labo^^^ ai^d |, refined g^tlgi||yui j 

19 



AM flBir^YLVANfJt STATE. 

and wtAi\ that influence b« rtfrneMFiad, we Im thaK tkoaa tkringv wkiehtOod 
hath joined together, shall still be kept asunder — ^the skill of the head mi 
the labor of the hand. All ought to work, ail ought to think, if they would 
enjoy a healthy body and a reasonable soui. 

This is orthodox in bonk, and in theory, but in practice we see a differem 
principle pnt in motion. One might siuppose that woritrng with the hands was 
regarded by many, and bj'' some farmers' sons and daughters, and with others 
a» a sign of barbarism. See how unpopular working on a farm has become, 
when all the young people of the household want to get into genteel society, 
to do something else than labor on the soil. The sons want to be traders or 
stndents, doctors or lawyers, counter tenders, or even bar tenders. Some- 
thing in a village perhaps, or on a railroad ; anything rather than work on 
the old fatrm. For this reason, we see so many good itirms sold after they 
have been in the family for generations. The old people have no mote sons 
at home, and cannot work it themselves, so they sell and retire to the village 
'where they rust out the rest of their days; their sons off on business which 
is mrcertain, and their daughters trying to live in genteel society. 

The regard paid for labor, and especially to agricultural labor, is a sure 
sign, not only of common sense, but of the highest order of intellect, survey- 
ing the whole pyramid of society, from its base to its crowning ornaments.— 
It will ever be the first inquiry of the political economist — what does this 
produce 1 In what condition is the land 1 You may trace the progress of 
agriculture along side of civilization. They have kept pace with each other. 
The hunter's state is a condition of barbarism. Our Indian squaws did all the 
farming before the Saxon race came hither, and that was but a patch of maize, 
pumpkins and beansl Perhaps a small orchard here and there, but whether 
these last which were most plentiful, in what is now western New York, were 
Imported from France or a previous cultivation cannot be affirmed. But these 
wandering habits prevented their cultivation of the soil, and hefice, to this 
day it is with difficulty they can be trained morally, or taught the principles 
of the gospel ; could they become fixed in mind they would become stationary 
in their abode, and that would re-act upon their mental and moral habits. A 
striking instance of this is seen in the South Seas where less than a hundred 
years ago Cook found them on the Sandwich Islands in the lowest state of 
savage life ; but now these same people are rising in the scale of moral cul- 
ture ; and as one of the most evident proofs, we are told that New Zealand ' 
already exports wheat to Australia. How remarkable that the same people 
who in the year 18'20 were' cannibals, have risen so aB to live on the nth 
fruits of the earth. It is also noted as an evid^snce of the advftaoefiietirtyf the 
Sandwich Islands that in this present year they willrais^ wheat ^uffiibr<M ^ 
themselves. They trusted before to the richness of tiieir native fVttittf, and 
having' a supply for their hunger it was all they desired; But now as tiieir 
wants, are increased With their inci'easiifigkkKowkdgejlhey aire hkvingf recourse 
to the soilfor a furiher supply^ 
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The fli8ttti¥dl' ppogi^sfe of agrrlctrlttfr* fef ^^ily tracedJ m this coirtitty. W* 
fifst settlor* wcte from older ^oantf ies, and expected to till the soil ; but yoti 
will perceive that tPhe generation whtch immediately followed the first cohneite 
were apt to become hunters, depending on nature for their support. Daniel 
Boofie and othets tike him) did nor cultivate thd land, and their children sank 
back one step towards bftrbarjsm, being less instructed and less reined than 
their predecessors. They were inexperienced, and had to commence society 
upoa a new ba^is, xind with new implements. They girdled a few trees, scat- 
tered a few seeds, drawing over them the surface soil in the easiest manner : 
a heavy branch of a tree their plough and their harrow. Nor were they disap- 
pointed, for kind nH)ther nature helped them with her showers and her smiling 
.8UTI4 bidding them to go on, hoping for a harvest. The first crop was abun- 
dant, and enough fell from the ears of that year to become seed for the next, 
and the rude farmer went on becoming comparatively well off 5 but he soon 
exhausted the rich vegetable matter that lay on the top ; so he mast go deeper. 
He must turn up the ground beneath to the air and to the light if he would 
reap any more fine cro^. So -h^ ploughed and had abundance for yeans to 
come ; until he exhausted all the nourishing qualities of his Held. Then what 
must be do 1 Eemove to another farm which he has been preparing in some 
other region, leaving his first to return back to nature for resuscitation. He 
knows that he has been acting unjustly to the first field; but he has no time 
.nor taste to put out labor upon the same since he can with less expense, re- 
move to some virgin soil farther to the west. Such was the course of agricul- 
ture on all this continent till within a few years. People were few — land 
plenty — instruments rude, live stock thinly scattered, and manure not cared 
for. The choice being made of land^ light in its quality because easily stirred, 
wa^ as. easily exhausted. Such will be the case so long as land is plenty. — 
Whien.it becomes scarce in one place^ or the whole country — ^annexation is 
the cry. 

Soah is not the enltivatian of the soib It i« not doing jnstice to the earth, 
nsnt is it the best state for moral improvementr The people who tfvil and live 
'in fsistth a country ha.ve not yet reached that highest point which a free people 
may fittain^-^shall attain in a more advanced state of cultivation. See Russia and 
Poland on ridi grain soils half worked upon, and themselves but half civilized. 
They know nothing of renewing the soil. On the shores of the Walga and 
\ its tributary streams, they may be seen removing their dung heaps to the ice, 
so that when winter breaks up the floods may carry it away out of their sight. 
The same thing may be seen in Lower Canada among the French, who are 
-so far behind their neighbors,- as if they had slept two hundred' years. 

9h£rt the' ^Yodctctive qaalkivs^of lahd ia' thd older Stkte^ef the Union are 

-^4ffkfi^tiittg cdti' bB fettO'iKrh' by thtf <s^&tfft tafcfehirfte^. Th* ntmiber of acres 

lift any oife 'State is'lald'doti;^, and' the number oF bttshels tb &e acre isascer- 

Uihed,' Md h faUs iSid«C of th^ dtcme {MMtoetioh intte bew Stofe^ by atleaiM: 

ete-diilrik Tta4 «t^efi%ft of eii«k««fe'«f wll«ifc t»iidt ^imfrifteah boafaeb ia 
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the State of NeW York. There was a time when it was tweiity^re. 'Btm 
Ohio has come down from its primitive condition. Pennsylrania oeeHpies a 
place somewhat between these two States. 

Such being the state of things, there is an evident demand upon the intelli- 
gent citizens of all classes ; but especially on the farmer for help to the landi 
It would be more clamorous, only that we have such large tracts of land un- 
occupied 5 and those who have no feelings concerning the old homestead, will 
pull up stakes and leave for new soil. There are, however,* some, we wish 
there were more, who have a feeling of living and dying where their fathers 
are buried ; and they are asking what is to be done. Should this decrease 
continue on for years to come, till we have as dense a population as in old 
countries, how are all these mouths to be fed 1 These questions are now en- 
gaging the attention of the thinkers in the old world. Germany, France and 
Great Britain are inquiring how shall the productiveness of the soil be in- 
creased % What means can be employed for obtaining the largest crop in the 
least possible time at the cheapest rate, and with increasing benefit to the landl 

This i^ then a most important stage in the progress of a nation, for these 
very inquiries concerning the means of obtaining a large amount of food for 
the people is making inroads upon the prejudices and customs of by*gone 
times. It is calling upon the great mass of men to let go their hold of past 
idolatries, and take a step forward on improvement. Get their attention fixed 
upon improving their outward condition, and you rouse up their thoughtfal 
consideration on more important matters. As an example, take that old and 
general opinion concerning the necessity of all land lying fallow some time 
every four years, so as to recruit itself, and placs beside it that notion df 
modern discovery, that the land may be kept in use all the time, and be getting 
better every year, and you startle a fixed farmer out of his slumber. Let him 
begin to try the art himself, and you have overcome his prejodices on many 
things. 

Perhaps this plan of keeping the land in use all the time, and yet improv- 
ing it, is the greatest discovery in agricultural knowledge in this age. We 
are indebted for this chiefly to the British farmer, just as he is indebted to 
the American farmer for improvements in his implements. The English and 
Scotch cultivator, instead of naked fallows, has what he calls green crops 
grown on the land which would be otherwise idle. To eat these green crops 
cattle are kept, and so manure is made. Turnips in Britain have been the great 
means of turning the whole of that country into its present rich condition. 
These do not exhaust the land like such as perfect their seed in the same year) 
and besides having large leaves they shade the soil, preserving it from the 
scorching influence of the heat, while they derive all the nourishment from 
the air themselves. How far the American farmer may profit from these im- 
provements, it is for himself to say. He must consider the expense of labor, 
the prke of land, and the diflference of climate, before be can decide. Dae 
thing may be aeserted here, that thcie is not a fiser field for refonn.W ^ 
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eomitry tban in matters connected wHh the farming intevests ; and if ewearj ' 
town, could have a model farm, where experiments could be made without 
injury to the individual it would enhance not only the value of real estate, but 
improve proportionably the moral condition of that section of country. The 
rean of means could not do better than try new plans for the general good* 
For what we want chiefly is a model of farming on a more exact and sys- 
tematic manner ; and this cannot be till we have it in a more scientific form. 
This, however, like all other things, must be the result of necessity rather 
than of preordmation. We have too much land now to require it. It is only 
the intelligent farmer who will look beyond the immediate wants of his 
family, and of his country. Let us hope that these exhibitions are indications 
of a. general intelligence, which will put itself forward in this good work, so- 
thc^t the farmers of this country will look beyond the present year, using their 
land so as not to abuse it, endeavoring to obtain constant production without 
exhaustion of the soil. 

The last dry summer has been severe on many parts of our country, and 
will naturally excite in all inquiring minds a fear lest these summer droughts 
become more frequent, through the changes which naturally take place in a 
country clearing up of its forests ; the consequent drying up of those marshes, 
which did remain full of water on to midsummer, supplying streams, and 
even the air with moisture through the scorching seasons. Will these droughts 
become longer and more general as the land becomes bare 1 The only one 
thing we can see as a remedy for these scourges is, that the land be well and 
deeply tilled. Science will teach any man that the looser the particles of 
earth,, the better the soil is pulverised, the more freely the moisture from be- 
neath will ascend to the surface of the ground, upon the principle of capillary 
attraction. A piece of lump sugar put into a vessel half filled with water, 
will be saturated far aboye the water line, and let a glass be placed over a 
vegetable on the hottest day, and in the dryest time on a well cultivated bed 
in your garden, and you will see beads of dew upon it ; while on the same 
kind of soil in your half tilled field there will be little or none. This arises 
fram two causes ; first, there is a moisture froip beneath, which finds its way 
through a rich soil well turned up, and also because that soil is cooler on the 
surface than the air above, which is changed into moisture ^ as the hot air 
becomes dew on the sides of a cool pitcher on the dinner table. But leave 
the surface of the ground hard, it will neither let the moisture from the 
nether springs pass through, nor convert the hot air into dew, being itself 
hard and hot. \This is argument enough for subsoil ploughing, and continually 
stirring of the ground at all seasons, except when it is so moist as to make it 
cohere and bake. And it is equally a telling argument in favor of draining the 
land in all places where the water lies underneath. How many fine meadows 
are all but lost to the possessor, through his allowing large spots of sour grass 
and unwholesome weeds to luxuriate in abundance near his door, from which 
they spread all over his farm ; or he sufi!ers some bog marsh to send up its 
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nnwholesoiBe Eifawna, rery hot, to the dftnger of •beftiih, when (he plpi^h 
diawn ^few times through it each spring, would dear ^ whole and gure 
him the richest field on his farm in a few years. It is a maxim well known, 
a little farm well tiUed ^4s hetter than a large domain half gone oyer." This 
would he practiced upon more than it is, were there not so mudi land to the 
west of us. The Hollanders understand the art of draining well, sskA hme 
made their own eouotry out of the sea at vast expense; and other instaoces, 
hoth in the old country and in this new land, could be produced as examples 
of how labor has been remunerated when k little skill has been used in the 
OKorcise. 

Dpon this point of frequent drought in our summers, we may say that 
sMtention should be directed to irrigating of the land in valleys and on side 
hills by conveying the upland springs along the higher ground that the water 
may dribble over the ttieadows or cultivated fields, so as to preserve the toots 
alive and renew the fading leaf of the plant. This has long been known in 
different parts of the world. The overiiowiog of the Nile was but the natural 
irrigating of a land dry through the season. You may read in the words of 
the wise King who could talk upon this subject of agriculture, or of horticul- 
ture, or of live stock with the most practical of men, for he spake of trees, 
from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that springeth 
out of the wall. He spake also of ^'beasts and of fowl." He had "vineyards 
and gardens, and orchards," and he "made him pools of waters to water 
therewith the wood that hringeth forth trees." Thus antiquity furnishes us 
with lessons concerning the means of watering our lands in dry seasons i and 
these have been improved, even in countries where it is less needed than with 
us. Mr. Webster, who understood agriculture well, and who had great taste 
and pleasure in carrying out valuable experimen;ts, watched every new im- 
provement with enthusiasm. He saw among other things which pleased him 
while he was in England, a plan of irrigation which might be successfully 
followed here among these hills of Tioga. A little rivulet running down a 
valley which lay in a sloping direction so that the water could he kept in a 
Eeservoir near the top, and turned along the brim o( the hill so that it trickled 
down on the sides. These are called water meadows; one of them which 
Mr. Webster saw had been ten years before so useless that the whole land 
could have been bought for a trifle ; but though it had not been manured it 
became so valuable from its productive qualiti^es that the owner would not 
part with it on any account. Could not the same method be used here where 
there are so many springs high up running thrpugh these valleys, on whose 
rides there are rich lands which might be made so as in a measure to be in- 
dependent of ail drought % 

These are considerations thrown out to the intelligent farmer ; •all others 
will laugh at them, because they are either too remote from their usual me- 
thods, or because they require too much thinking and hard work to put into 
use. 
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Bot timf is 4Rie thmg ^wiiioh all m^ii eftn imtoflland, mmd wlmh 4flOQe %^t 
lAie £fio8t indolent praotioe in some de^ee^-niftnoringttieip land* Thete is 
orach yet to he leurned on tbis sabject, both as regards its real value and the 
heat means of increasing the amount. It is not every ianner who understands 
that plants hftve to be fed as vretl as their cattle, and that more of it could he 
made were they only to take more pains. There ought to be the greateet 
eaoBomy used in this department* Mr. Webster says that he learned whiie 
in £ngla«df that the value of manure alone was more in amount than the 
pyofit of all tie export trade of that country. Weccm understand from thiv 
£aet aione how it is that the harvest in wheat and other grfiine of the past mm* 
ton there, has exceeded twenty millions sterling more than other years. It is 
to be attributed not merely to a favorable season, bat also to the high feeding 
of the field ; the extraordinary care which they bestow upon their manures^ 
and their manner of apportioning them to thedifferent kinds of soil. In these 
two branches consists a great part of a fanner's education — how to increase 
q[ianure, and how to apply it. He must remember that every thing around 
him of a vegetable and animal nature is good for land, and he must aleo 
know that all lands have first a proportion of organic matter which can be 
dissolved or destroyed so far as it is useful 4o him. Second^ that all naturally 
fertile soils contain eleven different mineral substances. Thirds that where 
one of these is wanting, his crops will not be good. Fourth^ that through 
his knowledge these differences may be added by skillful manuring 5 and 
Fifths that where there is an excess of any of these eleven substances, it 
becomes noxious to the plant and should be in some way removed. 

These results of science should be pondered over by every willing scholar 
on a farm ; and though we do not «xpect much from the present generation; 
we hope a great deal from the young men just entering on the stage of action. 
Fathers and mothers must help here, by giving their children, sons and daugh- 
ters, a farmer's education. Insist upon teachers giving the young a know- 
ledge of the nature of the land on which they are to work, so that they may 
do justice to the soil, using it all the time, taking the largest crop off of it 
and making it all the time better. Chemistry, geology and botany are as 
easily understood as common .q^rammar, and as useful as Latin in exercising 
the intellect, while they give a vast amount of usefal information upon the 
business which the young man is to follow. To do these parts well, there 
ought to be experiments made before the eyes of the scholar, so that he may 
see for himself what makes vegetable matter — what makes an ox fat — what 
kind of grass makes the best butter and cheese — what kind of manure is best 
for corn — why lime on pasture should be put on one field and not on another. 
County societies ought to have a traveling professor going from town to town, 
during the winter mon^s, giving lectures on these topics ; and every State 
should have a grand agricultural college, where the highest kind of knowledge 
in this department might be obtained. 

Does any one ask what good all thi$ Increase of trouble would be to the 
fanner ^inself, or to the «<nnitry 1 It wdold be 4iffieak to inform the man 
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who U m> igaosMil^f things, wiho tfonld pot noA a i^fomtiemM • T«i( o tjwl i 
wonld be gained : fint an increaae of food. The eonntty would faeeomexiclMlt 
in the beet kiad of wealth, and then the inhabitants would be bettet oS^ 
having, along with a sufficiency of food, time to improTo thek' minds ami 
their morals* Such has been the resalt of those discoveries m ohemwal as»T 
enee, by Leibeg in Germany^ Johnston in IScotland, and Norton in^Conneet 
ticut* The time is past for men now to despise book farming, as it has con^ 
temptnoualy been styled. The call you have made to-day upon one of another 
profession to address you, shows that you are willing to redbive whatever 
menee may fuinisfi, with tlie view of putting book knowledge into pi^cties* 

As an example of the hints which may be furnished through the researches 
of the agricultural chemist^ hear what he could say to the questifm why 
certain plants once grew abundantly on fields which are now barren. Une 
of the substances essential to their growth has been exhausted, and you musf 
supply it in some way ; or there is too much of another kind, and you must 
counteract it by some means. The blue grass which once grew luxuriantly 
on clay soil, has worn out on old land ; and one class of trees is succeeded by 
another, because the necessary substance which a pine forest required is not 
to be found any more on that same hill side ; so the silex: necessary for the 
corn stalk must be renewed even on rich soil | or lime must be supplied on 
aome other field which has become exhausted of alkaliue substances, A very 
limited knowledge of chemistry, which every boy may obtain at the common 
school, will show the value of a correct and systematic mode of farming. 

The influence of scientific agriculture upon the welfare and civilization of 
a nation, must be apparent to the watchful statesman as well as to the reflecting 
citizen. The main pillar of the State must be here, and the moment that 
seems to give way the others must crumble and fall. See the present condi- 
tion of commerce, and suppose that a famine had come along with the scarcity 
of money, and what would have been our condition] Or if Great Britain, 
together with her present war, had had short crops ] We would have felt the 
ejects of that even here. But Providence has saved us from a famine of 
bread, and given £ngland abundance ; and we hope to weather the storm of 
a commercial panic brought on by neglecting the land and dealing in mi]rx>ad 
stqcks ) investing money in western lands instead of cultivating that which 
is nearer home ; buying silks and velvets, brs^ndies and fancies abroad, instead 
of making good home-spun to wear and home-brewed to drink. I am bound 
to say that if every farmer would set about making and applying the manure 
he could make, that it would be more valuable than all the wild land bought 
for ten years past, and certainly more valuable, at a price, than all the foreign 
trade of the United States. Thousands who are running wild after the un* 
certain gold of California, have neglected the real treasure to be found in a 
good dung heap, at their bam door. 

Let farmers see in all this the fblly of encouraging their sons ent^ing into 
trade and merchandize. Leaving the good honiestead, where so much labor 
has been put out and so many asscteiations connected with it of a pleasing 
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Mtttft, km the elunMv tnd nwoeflii of be»g rich and faaifMMd to dealh^ whli 
tlie still greater probability- of dying in a miterable .ooBditiDn. it is a fact, 
pnMred byactnal caleulation, that only /otir ouT q^ ikt hundred ever suooeed 
m. the haainess ; and yet yooag men leave a certainty for sueh vaeartainty-f 
aail aometimes Others and mothers, out of a false notion of giving their obil- 
dfon an easier life than they have had themselves, sell their property and. 
kuseet their hard earned savinits in a store, that is blown np by the next panic 
that comes over the commercial sky. Liook round the world at the present* 
time, and see who are the most secure in their property. Men who heki their 
haada high, lived in fine houses, dressed in all the fine thipgs of the foreiga 
flftarket, are now sunk in th^r own esteem and in that of the pablio, while 
the honest, industrious farmer is sitting under his own roof and at ease of 
mind. One year since there could be found, in almost all prosperous places, 
those who thought themselves rich, through simie speculation, who find thai 
tfa^ir wealth has now collapsed into — ^nothing. His wife's velvets and furs, 
his daughter's piano and his son's pony, have all vanished, while the little 
farm of the homely farmer is there still, though his lumber wagon is all the 
coach he ever rode in, and his wife's spinning wheel al] the musical instru- 
ment she ever had in the house, of use, except the baby's cradle ; but then his 
ducks paddle in their own pond, and his hen's cackle in their own yard. 
When the once swelling merchant comes to his house, he finds that the 
sheriff has been there before him, while the hard fisted farmer has a home of 
his own, where all his happiness and his wealth are his own, and the fruit of 
a kind Providence who smiles upon labor and well directed industry. t 

It is the duty of that same farmer, however, to render his own condition 
and that of his family such that they will have nothing to envy when they go 
abroad. It is not enough that he g^ives his children an education which will 
fit them for any station in out-door life; he must make their home like the 
best, and up to the times in the way of comfort and refinement. The hous^ 
and furniture, the field and the garden should not be merely for saving and for 
profit, but also for pleasure ; since he is cultivating in the educating of his 
children a taste for the beautiful, he must allow them the chance of making 
their own home beautifnl, and then the desire for going abroad will be less. 
Farmers must not live only to make rich, but to be useful citizens ; and since 
tiiey cannot live here always it should be their ambition to see their sons and 
their daughters at the head of their profession. Until we see the agricultural 
interest taking its high stand as one of the noblest professions in the world, 

■ 

there is no hope of its holding its own against the power which all other pro- 
fessions will bring to bear in sustaining themselves, if the farmer be not the 
first man in the country, it is because he is not true to himself. The igno- 
rant fanner has ever been and will ever be the slave of the community where 
he lives. 
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WblubobihiMi M^' %> IdM. 
Hon* A^ B, JDvckinttm: 

Dear Sie z-^Under a reaolation of the Tiogm CcNinty AgricnlUuml Society^ 
who listened witb much pleasure to your very inl^wsfciog address, befere the 
society and public last evening, we are requested to sc^icit from you a eopy 
for publieatiop. 

C!ould you consent so to favor us, you would confer a great favor upon the 
society and farming interests of our couaty. 
Hy order of the Executive Committee. 

Very vespectfully^ I remain. 
Your obedient servant, 

JOHN W. GUEBNSKy. 



Wellsborough, May 2, 1854i. 

Dbar Sir :— At the request of the committee, communicated in your note 
this morning, I cheerfully place at your disposal a copy of my address. If, 
iti any manner, I advance the interests of the farming community, it will afford 
me much pleasure. 

Agricultural societies are doing much good. Persevere in your efforts and 
your county will soon derive great benefits from your association. With my 
best wishes for the success of your society, and for the welfare of the farmers 
of Tioga, 

I am very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. B. DICKINSON. 

John W. Guernsey, Esq. 



ADDRESS 

Qf Hon. Ji. B, Dickinson, of JVew York, delivered before the Tioga CotaUy 
jjgricubural Society, Monday evening, May 1, 1854. 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen : — I am here by your kind invita- 
tion to address you on thb important aubject of agriculture, and the practicftl 
tilling of the soil. Honorable as our vocation is and as much as has been said 
and done, there is room for more, without falling back on stale and thread- 
bare topics of ancieot or modern times. 

The inventive powers of man are only equalled by his ingenuity in con- 
structing and bringing into requisition useful implements to cultivate the 
earth, and bring forth her hidden treasures to contribute to the benefit, tw 
wants and luxuries of mankind $ aijd to this end every farmer should study 
well, and know to what his soil is best adapted, and for what the God oi Nature 
intended it, without endeavoring to change the organic law of nature itseu. 
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by I^ibcffuig to isajsecf ops which neither the soil nor climate of the country is 
calculated to produce. As the difierence in the price of any of the staple pro* 
di^cU is ^malJ, expept in the vicinity of cities for marketing, it willf not a^ a 
g^fteial uile, pay any considerable portion of the expense consequent upou 
qMari^iing with the unerring and fixed Jaws of nature. 

Thene ase, Mr. President, many kinds of farming — fancy and practica]^ piO'- 
iiiabW and unprofitafade, imporiiiiig and exporting, of erery shade and grade, 
all aiming at the same great end ; industry, aceunmlation and intelligence. — ^ 
And to this end hew York sends to Virginia for her pirofoundest statesman > 
to deliver the aamial Sta^te Fair Address ; and Indiana sends to New York lor < 
her iiring Encyclopedia to apeak to the farmers of Indiana. Although ^kese 
addi^eftBSs di4 £:reat credit to both the distingiiiahed gentlemen, for the learn- 
ing which they evinced and the general useful information which they im- 
parted, yet the former never attempted to teil to what the soil in the vieiinitiy 
of Saratoga is best adapted, and the latter failed to portray, with his \imi0i, 
eloquc^nce, the peculiarities q( the soil &£ Lafayette and its adaptation to •ooA- 
g^ial products, for the reason that neither knew the peculiar, natural, germi* 
nating qualities of the soil on which they stood. And here permit me to say 
I much fear I shall find myself at fault, or at least my hearers will find me so; 
but Mr. President, with your permission, i will make the attempt, although [ 
am well aware that many, vejry many of the farmers of Pennsylvania whom 
Isee around me, could much better, perform this task than myself. 

The soil of Wellsboro' and vicinity is better adapted to grazing than to. 
anything else ; and here let me remark that all grass countries grow rich, 
while all exclusively grain growing countries become poor and finally run out, 
unless so adapted to grasses that the soil can be renewed by their cultivation. 
For instance, in portions of Monmouth county, N. J., where wheat formerly 
grew on the original soil as well as in the best wheat growing counties of 
western JNTew York, former wheat fields are thrown out to the common, and 
now produce nothing but fifinger and poverty grass. And yet in the impover- 
ished state, land can be reclaimed with lime, and made to produce good crops 
of wheat again, but soon runs out 5 in short, it co&ts more to renovate the 
land than it is worth, while so much. cheap land lies idle at the west. 

Although this vicinity is emphati<ially a grass country, it is not so certain 
for wheat. The system of grazing can be pursued to most advantage to the 
husbandman, and that after all is just the information the farmer needs, to 
know well the soil he cultivates. Your pastures, in my humble judgment, 
are best adapted to making butter and the growing of wool, more particulaxiy 
butter. As the quantity of land in the^ United States is much less that wi!l 
make good butter than that which will grow sheep and wool, there is less 
competition in the production of the former than in the latter, and the farmer 
i^ould always choose that branch of' business In which there is likely to lie 
the least competition, other things 'being equal. * 
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The first quality of butter*land is confined to portions of the New Bngknd 
States, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York, while cheese can be mtdt 
and shee^ grown wherever grass grows, as I will endeavor to show hereafter. 
First quality of butter has been worth, on an average, for the last twenty 
years, twenty-five cents per pound. Last, year it brought, in the New York 
market, thirty-one; this season twenty-five cents 9 and when I speaks thesi 
prices I mean the very best quality that can be made which is very small, 
but might be very much increased. Yon have here mil the elements fot 
making just that kind of butter. To begin with, yon must have in your pas* 
tures timothy, white clover, blue grass, red top or fiend meadow giass, 
whidli I think is one and the same thing, only difiering as it grows on differ* 
ent soils, pure soft water, and a rolling or hilly country. AU these tliiogv 
yott have, or may have, as these difierent grasses will all grow wdU, 'if m>md 
and properly cared for $ and I have never seen the first pound of goed batter 
made, where the cow did not feed on some or all of these grasses ; and it can- 
not be made from these until they have been sown long enouc^h to b<iV9 the 
soil swarded over, to protect it from the sun, frost, rain and drought. There 
will be then, and not till then, a solidity and sweetness to the grass that will 
give to the butter, that rich, sweet flavor which makes it so desirable. Butter 
partakes not only of everything the cow eats and drinks, but of everything 
ofifensave within its reach after it is made ; as for instance, if a cow be fed on 
ruta bagas, her butter and milk partakes of that flavor, if she feeds in pai- 
tureJB where leeks, garlicks and wild onions grow, there will be a still more 
offensive flavor. If she feeds in pastures where sh^e can get a bite of hriai 
leaves, beach or apple-tree leaves, or anything of the kind, it injuriously affect 
the flavor of the butter, though not to the same extent, and would scaxoelybt 
perceptible for immediate use. So with red clover. Butter made frosftcaws 
fed on red clover is good when first made, but when laid down ^a packages 
six months or a year, it seems to hi^ve lost all its flavor, and gftoeraUy h^ 
i^mes more or less rancid, as the clover was of rank and rapid grawth 0^ 
wh;ch the cow fed. Th^ water the cow drinks must not only be Aoft, hvt 
dear, living, wholesome water, fit for the use of man. If she dtisk».(9»^ 
stagnant, filthy water, it will knock oflf ^hxee or four cents the ^poaui. ifom 
butter, all other things being right. , . 

. Im.the western country, on plain or prairie, the most of the water, in Atj 
leaaoiks of the year, is in stagnant streams, or pools covered with a green 
Uanket) and just ia the same proportion as it is ofiensive to the si^eU or taste 
of man, it will exhibit itself in butter, when laid down and kept for any length 
of time $ and yet none nor all of these things on which the cow feeds injure 
oaaly, aflSacts the making of cheese, fo^ the reason that the rennet necessary to 
fiwm the eurd, gives so sharp and diflferent a taste, that all others are oea- 
tialise^*' The work of making batter is not completed when you have every 
dung neeeaaary for the cow to fsed on ; you must provide a g#od sprfniT* 
hfinae where every breeze is aa sweet aa that wafted from the lose itseifj tad 
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emrj t\&ttg iiotoii]y deanlf, but the butter must be worked at the right time, 
ai»d evwy particle of butter-milk muat be worked out ; and when that is done 
the werking mast cease. A little too much working spoils the grain and it 
beeomes oily, and is only a second or third rate article. Salt must only be 
used in sufficient qufmtities to make it palatable, as salt is not necessary to 
preserve butter any more than it is to keep lard. Be sure to use Liverpool or 
Tucks Island, as no other salt has stood the test, although Onondaga sares 
pork just as well, and beef and butter reasonably well for immediate use $ but 
for keeping until the next spring, it is not so good, as its flavor is lost. Great 
oare should be taken in selecting salt, as the manufacturers at Syracuse, have' 
become very expert in grinding and putting up their salt in imitation of the 
Turks Island and Liverpool, and yet the butter when salted with Onondaga 
salt, after lying six months in packages, never fails to disclose the fact by a 
losa of two or three cents on the ponnd to the manufacturer. 

The reason rolling land is better for pasturing than level is simply this. In 
the rainy weather in May and June, on the flat land the water does not drain 
effuo soon, and the wet with the warm weather, sours, and in some instanceis 
mildews the grass, and it becomes flashy and loses its flavor, and the butter 
is insipid and the price falls correspondingly. The diflerence between first 
quality of butter and a common article, is eight or ten cents per pound ; on 
a very common article, one half. I desire it to be borne in mind, the better 
the butter the greater the yield. It is just like brewing or distilling, the 
iBweeter and cleaner every thing is kept, the better the yield. And now let 
tis count up the profit of keeping cows. A first-rate cow well cared for, will 
make two hundred pounds of butter in a season — that is one pound a day for 
two hundred days, and that at twenty*five cents per pound, is fifty dollars. 
Her milk will make one hundred pounds of pork, worth six dollars more. 
W^e will call three acres sufficient to keep one cow a year, which is a large 
estimate for good grass land. This is a better business than can be done on 
the best wheat-land in the country, with this advantage, that every year the 
farmer uses his farm for grazing it is improving ; if like these grass-lands in 
eight, they will improve at least five, per cent, a year in productiveness, if 
properiy used. I do not want to hear a farmer say that on such land his 
meadows or pastures are running out. I can only say to that farmer, he does 
904 underetaed his business ; and if he will sow one bushel of plaster on each 
acre of* lattd, every year^and not pastuse hi» meadows after mowing, 
in the fall nor in the spring, nor turn into his pastures until there is soi 
f^r his cattle to eat, be will in a very few years have meadows that iwill 
averf^e two aAd a half tons of hay to the acre ;. and one acre and. a half .will 
piLstm:^ a cow through the emsoo? luid twa and a half acres keep a cow the 
year. • In twienty y^rs, by .this system of farming, dairy landa now, WQitkl 
bec99^ ^t-^V^S ^ds. And what 1 meaii by fkttmg landa is where |iafltiro 
1^ .flfi^^lQAlrxjUpus tbiati 4t^eni will £it in.paatsve, from the lOtb of May untiiirott 
^ig<\%^JhP fMm^ inihe iall^ lu^ Jaat as ibe miaat akillful feeder jcould^&tlfA 
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them, on the best of hay atid as much gfain of all kind^ a^ he chose to feed 
them. That I call fatting land. Of this quality of land there is far less than 
€>f dairy landi«, and it is more scattered, yet they are the best dairy larifd« in 
the world, where the water and climate is good, and no offensive vegetable 
grows with the grasses. 

The leek or wild onion which spoils butter, does not hurt tbe beef 5 that 
is to say, cannot be detected in the live animal. There is considerable fatting 
land in Virginia and in Kentucky, from Louisville to the base of the Blue 
Ridge; very little at present in Ohio, more in Indiana, a very small propor- 
tion in New England and New Jersey. In New York it is principally con- 
fined to Orange, Putnam, Dutchess, Madison, Jefferson, Tioga, Chemung, 
'Steuben and Livingston. The limestone water is not detriment in fatting, 
and may be a benefit, as your State has some of the best ftttting lands in the 
Union. Chester county stands pre-eminently high, and Philadelphfa mea- 
dows are number one. They rent for the interest of three huttdred dollars 
per acre, amnially, on long leases, the occupant paying all tasies, without a 
building on the premises — ^thc highest rental* paid on the continent f(ff broad 
acres for agricultural purposes. There, raeadoivs and pastures were never 
ploughed, and they have improved in the last thirty years, as I havd no doubt 
tfa^ will continue to do for ail time to oeme, so as- to be perceptible in the 
life-time of man, if used as they should be; and the time will soon conoe 
wh^n the plough will in a measure cease to be used on the most of the up- 
lands of this county, except for raising oat§, root-crops, and cOrn where the 
land has been highly manured. Your camle will eease to be grasping late in 
the fall and early in the spring, aad runiking at large. In the winter ^ley will 
be kept in the stable at night, and in the yard duHng the day, instead of labor- 
ing hard all day to pick up a triffie to sustain^ ntfture, destroying ten times as 
'iBU<ih by tramping up the meadows, as all they get does them good. There 
HI Mthin^ more ^estruetive to youir soil ftian cattle runiiiiog over'it when- tiie 
fiCfSt i^ ccmitog out- of the g¥Ou«d^ ttad y«t tbefik are mm^ smh lirkieh thris 
kiad ot tNMtment) so injurious to yovsts^ wouM reatly improve. An4 jdst so 
with regard to the kinds of gfOSsds jtou grow, thosfe that ate the rerjr best, 
anidi I might say, iodfespensable for yo«r use> wofi4d be almost as perniciovs to 
the wbeat^grower as the dinada; thlstle^-^that i« blue^grass, whiehis, of ^ 
adieiB'the best for butter^making afiid fattening^ net only for its nuiritiotts 
qitalkies, but for keeping fresh tbroiighCHil the season, ami is less afife^ted by 
'fto«t than fmy oth^. 

T&e ted clover is- fhe only-k^hd 6t ^rass the wheat gtoWet* shmildeulti- 
Yaie^; anrfl^Wt Is the^erjr kintehih^ ^rtl^er^doerf nbtwaifit; except to sowiAix^ 
wit&'Uis^blttier gra^^, titiidthyaAd yed^ tb^. ifll' thes^'aTe i^ow td ^tktt siA 
ttlkture, w^iifetHe efovi$r#tM^ (tuit^aird pi'dCeetiriTOt'diily the ^oi\; btttthe 
otfaet gi'asses anti} thtf xmxn'temS sptl^Ad, ftnd mtt the clmet cmr. But o^ 
WMdt^tilte impoH^ncet^r {«^^^tteidifti^dtvrl£ittdir 6f^good gfa^seis^dlxed 
'^NiMr gtMrf«e)f-oir jtttti^ soft; if^ iXt^taMi^ Krfatovriy HSiril %r^Mtfr tad 
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freskr eaittlB^da mtidi liettefr tfaiaa when- ripe and^ieel up. Thfe kirnds I kcv« 
namecl oome fovward in otder. Timothy ie^rst and blue gmss last to matiKe, 
ftod by having these raixitures you have fi^esh pastuare throagh the season. One 
w«rd on the subject i»f- preparing yofir field for -so wing the grass seed^ 
Though ordinarily you have not muoh trouble in this respect, in tkh imtne*- 
diatevieinity, there »re oeeasianally sofioe fields or parts of fields which do 
hot c&ttch. The remedy fov all this is, your dry land, where your seed W0uld 
iiot«be as likely to grow, have yoiar soil well prepased early in tbespnring, aad 
:3ow it with spring rye. On the first. dragging let a man follow the drag wirti 
four quarts to the aere, of eaeh, of white closer and blue ^frass, rolled in 
plaster; then drag it all ii^ well. Then pat on a good heavy rolier.-; and a 
faiUre will never happen if the seed is good. Sow one bushel of plastisr to 
the acre when the rye is a few inches high. This course is only necessary 
in extreme eases. The reason that rye is better to seed alter t^a any other 
crops that I have tried, is^ it grows tail and with<^ut lea^ires at the boitont, 
while oats and other spring erops grow thidc at the bottom and. smoother the 
young grass. 

Your soil is well adapted to the growing of sheep and wool as it is to dai- 
rying. The growing of wool is a^ different a business from tiiaf of growing 
■sfceep, afe dairying is from that of taising cattle. The fai'm^r who lives neitt" 
a market town, with pasture adapted* to growing sheep, should keep a large 
sised' animal ; fi^rst', for the purpose of selling' lambs, which, if good at ten or 
twelve weeks old, bring in the New York market from three to six dollars. 
I haTe sold one at nine doikrs. The carcases of the dams are usually dis- 
posed of the same seasort,' as the lambs are taken o^ early, and ewes get fat 
•andare said at an advance of two or three dollars above what they cost the 
year previous ; thereforeywool is but a secondary consideration with the sheep 
grower. The 'Southdown is one of the best breeds for marketing. The same 
faaemexj with, precisely the same kind of land, two or three hundred miles 
fmra market, without a railroad commufrication to send forth his lambs^ anji 
^trsheeps wouM keep and grow an entirely da^rent sheep, for the reason that 
wodl would be his object. The large sized Southdown say would weigh one 
hundred pounds ; a common sized Saxony ewe would weigh fifty pounds ; 
the Saxony ewe, if well kept, would shear three pounds, which would bring, 
if of the best quality, seventy cents a pound. The Southdown would bring 
forty cents the pound. The Southdown w^ould eat twice as much as the 
Saxony, which would make just twice the difference in quantity. For keeping 
the hundred pounds of Southdown, he would receive for his wool one dollar 
and twenty cents ; while for keeping one hundred pounds of Saxony sheept, 
h? would receive forhi» wool four dollars , and twenty cents-^more thantfe^ee 
time^^ as much* It, may be said h^ some^ that large sheep will not e^t twiee 
a&miich as the sinailones, . I hate oaJy to say, that whoever will take the 
tcanUe to wciigh.bfs. sheep and liay^ will fiad the rule holds good with sheep, 
jtfii, ^-sameia.txop nf. neat citttei. not with horses an^ more than with mas. 



IM fEBNSPLVANIA ffTA'fK ' 

Shfttftll sdwtf^ of the amme htmd shew mors wool, «efOMKagrto tkMf Me, ttunft 
tbe larger ones, as two &smll sheap have more •ur&oe than ovie that*'#«if!i8 
twiee at mueh ; and therefore the tmaHeftt healthy sheep, of any kveed, gives 
more wool, aoeording to what it eonsumes, than a krge one ; and another 
great difference between the Southdown and the Sixony is, the one has a 
thick, tight fleece, while the other has a loose, open one. Your eoil here is, I 
have no doubt, as well adapted to raising the best and finest grades of wool 
as any in the United Slates. The same sheep kept here, will prodaee^^ner 
wool, though not as mueh of it, than it would if kept on limestone land. 
The difierenee would be so perceptible, that a good assnrter of wool eouKI 
pick out and divide aeenrately nearly every fleece, should yon divide a flock 
and keep one half on your soil and the other on a soil highly charged with 
lime. 

The diffidence between the limestone and soft water land is v«ry gveat, 
even in the trees of the forest. A sugar maple standing on the former will 
niaiae more sugar, and of a oaari^er graia^ than on the latter. 

And with all your advantage for growing fine wool, i would not adviae the 
keeping of the Saxony over the heavy fleece Merino, unless I know my man. 
In the first place, I should want to know that his horses were not shod in 
winter. In the next place, .that he was a very industrious roan, one who 
would rather work than play, and withal a patient man, with a wife that pre- 
fers her own fireside in winter to that of her neighbors-— one who would 
rather receive company than visit. 

If you have such a man or set of men, they ton make more money by 
growing the finest and best wool than in any other way.* 

For the man that does not keep his horses shod, cannot very well spend 
much time sleigh-riding; and if a patient man, if one of his sheep gets poor 
and weak, he will feed in such small quantities as not to kill it by over- 
feeding, which is usually done ; and if an industrious man he will see his 
flock at least three times a day. Every grazier should keep more or less 
sheep to destroy briars and bushes, and sweeten portions of his farm that 
needs it ; and for those farmers who raise wheat, nothing is so good as sheep 
to prepare the field for the crop. 

The breed of cows best adapted to making butter, I regard as a n^atter of 
no consequence, only that they have »been bred from the best of milkers, and 
are the right shape, with small necks and horns, broad and straight backs, 
wide on the hip, with thin thighs to make room for a large bag. The same 
formed animal for a good milker, would, as a general rule, be the best sliape 
for fatting. 

For beef cattle, those that give the most pounds of choice meat to the quan- 
tity of poor or coarse pieces, are the best ; and yet there are some cows of 
the very best form, that are poor milkers and worse butter makers. Evifry 
cow's milk should be tested, which is very easily done, by fttraining it in a 
perpendicular glass Vessel, and letting it stand in a cool place until tha eream 
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13i«. •oflft oUMk ftlvaini 9m a fargptitziMiflf mUk mibtf^ hm^mtm batosfwmkMfy 
«lltaQKq^4qyne eowscthtt^g^ire 'tat moail maaie* will imdM i]Ao*»lf«tliir>fli«n 

others that give a large mess. The first-rate dairy cow warn gfkpt^ a kttffe 
itteBS'aad lie-rieb with ciatni. A cow mnttim w^ -wintered and well lined 
uritk 4ailioWv te laqke mh Mtlk. A eow will make more milk and btrttmr by 
faadici^lies.faaakvher smfle after itiadmraed^ wi^hyaworilieal ; ¥t^ the totter 
is oset «fit.9QMi, and wAl &o^ ooaamandi the highest'priee. 

- 1 :hai» HmA^ ,f(#l3^iaar .and aae*h«lf ptninds-ef. hatter Isssa twO'eDwa>«i 
Bm^^if^»i mof#'.ihaajthi»Bf»QttAdaieach^p^da]r* They veeie weU wintsveii 
and ^«rq fe4 .haak not an)y tbeir own, bvt as nmBh other mSk^ Mr tiiey would 
dfiok.* Xiwf average waif hta of milk per days was ovsee fifty-f oar pounds. 
They were the best out of a i#t of more than two huiidred dairy eows. 

[ thinly Jdid i»et bM xa^re than cmehalf of apouad par day eadh n the 
i)^ati(^y fif bvHtef|,by ^^Hmg book.tbe milk, wndh waa atthfi(fctine.when.:the 
pasture was at tfae ¥ery best. .This erUa feed woaid -have kspct 'this knge 
qiiflfiU|:y up when i;he grass wajs j^ot so gpod. 

The butter was good — but jiot first quality, not so solid nor as iii^Uy 
flavored as that made qu pure grass* I am thoroughly convinced that aothr 
ing that lias ever been tried will make the very b^ of butter, except the 
grasses which 1 have mentioned* The butler made on the sweist scented 
verns^l.gras^ is. as goo4 as ^ny. when first mad^, but like thi^t made-from red 
clover when laid down in packages looses its flavor. 

.If the first, quality pf butter could be made. from a^y oir all kjnds of xQOts^ 
the Dutch would have succeeded in this, as they are, to say the least, as neat 
and untiring in their pains to accomplish this great object as any people on 
earth. Although their butter is good and brings the highest price in the 
London market, yet it is not of the best quality, and never brings within five 
or six cents the pound of the highest price of our very best butter, nor do I 
^ believe they make much, if any, of the very best butter in England. Of this 
however I do not pretend to know, and only speak from facts that I have wit- 
nessed in the market as a dealer and maker of butter. Last season when 
butter was* very high, there were large quantities imported. At that time 
nearly all the steam vessels, purchased in the New York market, of our best 
bnttclr fiftr their own use, not only for their out, but return voyages — whilst 
we are' exporting Southern 0}iio, Indiana and Illinois butter, .not worth more 
than lard in our markets.' If the English made the best of butter, the Holland 
btrtter would not bring the very highest price in the London market,^ any 
more than in'New York. 

The Holland butter brings in our southern market the highest price, as one 
of the very dairies are shipped to Charleston, Savannah or New Orleans ; as 
there is a great demand in New York for all the best quality of butter made, 
and to6m for mofe. To make this butter you must chum all the milk as well 
as creani, and chum it before it sours, as the sour and rancid taste iathe 
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.oteam em ntrtfi W:wtdi«»ted tmm tte itettav. A btm^ v tbt J^ ff all 
attioMds to ebtm, «ad iia ttAlter if iM'eliafiw six hafir% «8. «fa« miUt sbonld be 
db«r9«d siggiffnlily QO0I, wbiob •bouU be twAed by a!UieniiQaiel9JE^.4a.|m¥^the 

•batlel^ efMne «olid. 

, FirluBfl^ befora bmtt^ff is pit iolo ibew, -aboald be •. soaked in ^loog brine, 
«AeB fiUed vitb sweet bey end bot vater^and be allowed/ to. atajad. wtil4be 
imter is eoeled* Wbea 4be 4ffkin ia fiUedv ipui a elelb aUrorep lAie< A09, cover 
it ever and kwp it welloov^fed wilh abiiae jnade o£ealt,'aaittpetfiMind<)oaf fin- 
fat ^ until it is fleat .to auirbet. When jmu bave doBe«ali.|bis, pitiaa^ea tryer, 
and before sending to market, try every package, and il^ ait^tay'Aime^ yati»4ow8 
hare eatea any roots, cabbage, or anytbing else they should not, you will find 
it in the batter. Go to market with your batter, and sell it yourself» and take 
your wife along, as she is the best judge ; as Iddies rarely smoke or chew to- 
bacco, and no man that does either, can detect the finer flavor of the nicer quali- 
ties* Thousands of men and women have lived and died in good dairy coun- 
tries, and never tasted a first-rate article of butter in their lives. 

I said, go to market with your butter yourselves, and secure a customer ; if 
your' butter stands the test, you will not*have to go the next season. The 
factor who handled it the last year, will be anxious to buy your butter again, 
as he has his customers who do not regard the price, if the butter exactly 
suits ; and the last year's butter, if good, establishes your character as a but- 
tet-maket, and will enable you to obtain a penny or two a pound over last 
year's prices. 

I have said the plough would nearly ceuse to be used on good grass knds^ 
The older the meadows and pastures, of the better quality will be the grass, 
and the day is not far distant when you will mow and pasture in the same 
field. As soon as the stumps are out, and the stone picked up, and the fields 
smoothed down, that operation will be commenced. The mowing machine and 
reaper are destined to work a great revolution in the agricultural, as did the 
spinning. Jenny and power loom, in the manufacturing world. By mowing 
and pasturing in tb^ same field, you improve the quality as well aa tbe quan- 
tity, your grass all becomes thick and fine, the best of which the celttle pick 
out, and what is left is inuch better than coarse hay, mown On ^Qwly 
seeded meadows. As pastures grow older the thicker and finer (ho grass.— 
On newly seeded timothy and clover, the stalks are hollow apd coarae, and if 
cut ripe have but little more substanc# than s^raw. On the other hand, on 
old pastures treated as they should be, the sod becomes four or five inches 
thick ; neither heat nor cold, wet nor dry, can easily prevent a fair ^op.— 
The stalks of the different kinds of grass have nearly or quite grown s^lid, the 
red-top and blue-grass can be cut any time before a bet^vy fr^s^ Tbens is a 
great diversity of opinion with farmers as toth^ pipp^r tim^ fgfr ^^ti^g hay. 
m^y experience is that cparse clover and timothy (Should be ci)t vef^ (^^y, for 
horned cattle and siveep. If permitted to stand until, the seed ry^i^i; and th^ 
stalk 4ie9| it becomes aear^ wottbkmi, while thf fii^ iMi^n^^fnilinp f^Udtty 



iani sWeehi^sti Vy maturing, and '4Mfe«tii€to is^ 4hie)rih«t Ultfy 'r«rely"lf ^ver 
-seed, cbifiretiiieti^y'tieF iAftn ean te)Ii»fthoiit ft'<^(Mcai'^ftniifitition^f hi« mea- 
tloTV^at wfiat time it «boiild tie eat: I t^ilt only add tliat coarse cWer and 
timothy without bottom, can hardly be cnt too green, while timothy mixed 
^^ib fine prrasses which have become m thick that the timothy does tiot head, 
'^aftmntS stai^ft s^ long Kir the bottom ia im|yrbviflg BKcMre than the top is loo^g. 
^Hay iho^a# Ite attkid t^ll for iioiVNM aatd filMp,' «<i fiinbh as not to 'hft«« a 
'particle df d!Mt« Fdr h^ned cattle, if cM aft it shonld foe^ when there is nb 
^^^M^ftiiU'on the gnaa/ it«iiiiiiftt(tty be hoUM(dl«0'#oo», and if it mottids 
"tt'Nffle fta^flrtteh the better. 

Good hay is not only the basis of fatting, if you feed in winter, bnt all you 
need for wintering stock which is in good order in the fall. A skillful far- 
mer can make healthy cattle grow all winter by taxing his Ingenuity to see 
how much good hay he can manage to get them to eat j and this is the great 
secret of keeping stock. He who attempts the experiment as very many do, 
of trying to winter cattle on'the least possible quantity of hay, will find him- 
self in the end, in very much the condition of the economist who tried to see 
with how little salt he could winter his pork. When warm weather came, 
however, to his great astonishment he had not only lost his salt, but his pork. 
The farmer, above all others, should practice economy, but he should not 
starve, or even pinch his stock, or his farm, but should feed both on that 
which will give the best return. Grass and hay are cheapest and best for 
stock, and plaster is the cheapest and best renovator of your soil. One bushel 
of plaster to the acre would increase your pasture and hay at least twenty per 
cent. The higher the land the more good the plaster will do 5 more on the 
west side of your hills, than on the east, for th^ reason that the lands that 
descend^];! the direction from which the winds generally blow, will receive 
the greatest benefit from the use of plaster, which is conclusive to n\e that it 
extract^ gi^owing qualities from the atmosphere. 

• The skillful faxoiyer, with a practiced eye, traveling jn a country where pias- 
ter dots BAUch good, could tell from What direction the winds generally blow, 
TifltfaitlM same certainty that he could from the leaning of the tops of the trees 
m $ii^ foieftt, whicdi is an indication that never fails. Place an Indian in the 
midstl of your forests, in a cloudy day and he could point to the pole, with as 
much aoeoracy as if the sun was bkuing forth in the heavens. 

Mr« Fiesident,! have said your soil was better adapted to gra^jng than 
grsin growing, i do not mean to be understood that wheat could not be 
raiaed on your soil to advantage. The dryest of your lands will grow fair 
wheat $ but I do not regard yours as a natural wheat soil. 

The farmer who raises wheat here should spare no pains or expense to 
.secure hi« seed from the best wheat growing district, every year. Perfect 
seed sown here, of the whitest kind, would, ,in a very few years, if continued 
to be miaad hece, become red as hemlock tanned sole-leather, and in the mid- 
dle of ^ htmd some of the berries would be of good size, and muefa larger 
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than the bttries at each end of the head ; the berries would coEtinoe to grow 
leM) with a larger and deepiNr cxeaae in Ihem. While wheat raised on the 
best of wheat lands in Monroe^ Liviiigjrton) Yates and Seneca coiintiesy would 
produce kernels of the same siie top, bottom and centre, if well cultiTated ; 
should they sow this imperfect wheat, it would take no longer time to restore 
it to ite original perfeetness, than it did to deteriorate from its feiseot state 
on leM eei^enial soils $ aad hence the importance of oaiag our lands for wfaot 
tfa^ are best adapted, and trying to imprafe them so aato iDeieasethenstaial 
crops to the largest capaeaty* Nothing but pcaetical obseffvation mil fives 
thorough knowledge of these important truths, though seieoee hasidAikeinMidii 
in aiding, and is continuing to do, and is destined to do more. 

Every farmer should take at least one good paper devoted to agriculture, of 
which there are many, and I know of non^ better than the Genesee Fumefy 
though many others are equally good. The most intelligent farmer can fod 
much to interest, and many things which instruct, and will enable him to 
improve his crops and give a much richer reward for his labors. As farmers, 
we must read and think for ourselves, and when we are told that science can 
unfold the latent or germinating qualities of the earth, great care must be 
taken that we comprehend the chemical operation or process by which these 
developments are demonstrated and brought to our aid. The best chemist on 
earth could not tell ypu, if you should go to yonder wood and bring him a 
box of the surface earth, what germinating qualities it contained, and yet the 
experienced, practical farmer, could generally tell by the timber, soil and 
climate ; and I have no doubt should that forest be cut down in February or 
March next, and burned in June or July, in less than ten days after it was 
burned, fire*weeds would be up all over, as thick as the hair on a dog, and the 
first frost would kill them though they had grown as high as the ceiling, and 
the next year, most likely, sorrel would make its appearance, and the year 
after, white clover ; and yet neither the chemist or the practical man can find 
one seed of either, or tell why it is so. 

There are some liidden mysteries which nature has chostn not to dkulge, 
which have thus far baffled science and the closest observation* And now let 
the diemists and practical men itnite in one common cause, to imleek tbe 
secrets of nature, and unfold her mysterious workings, that her gods may p^ 
claim to an astonished world, that if man will only persevere, he shill *'gs 
on conquering and to conquer," utitil the hidden shall be made matd^t, and 
the mysterious made plain to the most common understanding. 



1 



. » 



>•« \> tift^m. '■i ^ t I 



AORICtnLTdHAL SOCIETY. m 



. 0NION- ©ODfrTY. 

To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society: 

The Mco^d f3^ibitioii of this association, at Lewisbui^, on Thursday and 
Fridayv^^l^hand 13lh of Oetoberi was very enooiuraging, both asrespeels the 
number in attendance and theanimais and products of the soil exhibited. The 
weather was fine, the ground and rooms w^re commodious, and sevenil thousand 
people Tisited the pyenaiises, of whom from one-third to one-half, we judge, were 
from adjoining counties on the West Branch. Chiilisquaque and Mihon fur- 
nished 'sererai contribntors) and very many spectators. We regret to aidd 
that oiir friendil at Seiinsgrove contributed not a thing to the exhibition ; our 
MiAinbutg neighbors nothing fiilso. New Berlin, where one year ago hnn- 
dteds went from Lewisburg and vicinity, had two contributors only ; and from 
all •* Snyder county** there was but one contribution ! Excepting, perhaps, 
tvvienty competitors, the fair was wliolly a mirror of the wealth and produc*- 
tiveness of Buflhloe and Dry valleys, and as such was a proud day for her 
people. 

The number of spectators, and of strictly agricultural contributions, was 
probably double that of last year, at New Berlin. In the depaftments of 
household and domestic manufactures, although respectable, there was per- 
haps no improvement over the first exhibition — a deficiency for which we can- 
not and will not attempt to excuse our ladies and mechanics ; but in horses, 
cattle, ^in, ye^tables, fruit and dairy products, there was a most cheering 
advance. After the rich, krge and abundant fruits we sftw last week, we no 
longer deem Bufihloe valley deficient in at least some appreciators of the 
tahJte Md «he ftieiliiy of fvaSt raising. 

> Tbe^eablnet of the University was thrown open to pnbllc inspection, -aiftd 
was visited by most of«thoee present. With a little more' tkne devoted to 
sflpfAttging the variooe roontis of the biiildtikg^ t^ i* donbtleM tlie mont eommo- 
dionii itnd AttraetH^/eMce to be fouiid for mA puj^oses oNitsideof the cities.' 

The'^rd comprised <tiK» aeres; enel^sed by aboasd Amee-s^ven fliei high, 
mfA bitching posts, stalls,' pens, &^., conveniently arranged, and sdl seourely 
guarded by two watchmen i^t n^ight. The expenBetp (he oitiTeiier of thef 
homugh for these arraogenaentB, and the fumidbii^ ci hayi fcct, f^ the ^ftttlfi 
was about one hundred dollars. 

The receipts for admittance were something like two hundred doUi^ra, and 
with the casb on hand and other receipts, place the society in a coi^ditioici to 
meet every demand promptly, with ample means to enlarge her premium list 
materially for another year. (We may mentiojQy that several liberal geptlem^n 
of Lewisburg offered the society (to admit »il without charge) ^ suni e^ii^al 
to the probable amount she would receive by cluirging for admittmicei bur 
the ofiicers declined i^tering the published regulatioA?, generally belieiring 
that the substantial interests of those most interested would, in the long run. 
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be best promoted by fequirin^ fVom thMe pleaied %mA btnefittadbir &» ttbi^ 
bition, some share in defraying its «xpeffseB, instead of giving Aeat all its 
advantages, and throwing all Its bardensupol^ a' ^.) Tim wtmnA polky df 
requiring an admission fee having prevailed, we hope may not be again waived, 
however strong the plea. 

On Thursday, the fair was visited by The Continentals^ a militarjr coniipany 
from Tamaqua, who dress in the costume of the American army df "IC,' and, 
marching to the music of the fife and drum, they excited most stirring' 
thoughts of the noble men of other days. 

(Jnfortonately, although repeatedly published, most of our citizens had 
forgotten the address by Prof. Bliss, on Thursday evenings and but a small 
number heard it. His remarks were mitirely practic&i, and we wish could 
have been heard by every farmer in the two counties* His points ,. were t 
deep ploughing, a guard against the evils of drought, and also against too 
much moisture — the preservation of manures — and the philosophy of draining 
all arable lands by means of porous pipes five feet below the surface. We 
will mention one fact, to show the benefits of deep ploughing* Frof^ Mapes^ 
near Newark, N. J., ploughs seventeen inches deep, and follows that with an 
instrument which stirs the earth seventeen inches deeper still. During . the 
recent uncommon dry season, while the corn of Prof. Mapes' neighbors was 
shrunk, dry, and the shrivelled leaves rustling in the wind, his coru, on pre- 
cisely the same ground, was green, thriving, e^rect, and producing an abund- 
ant harvest ! The philosophy^ of these modes of guarding against the ex- 
tremes of wet and dry, was plainly bat forcibly expressed \ and if generally 
understood and practiced, would add millions yearly to the productive wealth 
of the farmers. 

Considering the dryness of the past. season, the prevailing siq|cn^a,.and 
the small circle of country from which, most of the animals and.pfedupts 
w^re drawTi, we confess we were ^gree^Uy surprised with^the effort«^ Indeed^ 
it is looked upoa .with almpal.unaUowed pleaauxe by all, wogled mtbta hope 
thattanodie^r.fair, at the same p}^ce,and that s^pia, may lend, tpb^g put 
slUr more general contributions, and from a w]4er dxcuit. ( r 

Ovir position for two years past has preclttded us from Bi&ck p^rsoaal 
knowledge of the materials oontribated, and we are therefbre unabi^Q add 
any thing of* importance to liie official rqx>rts of the judges, to be Tfoiiird 
below. These judges may, in the eyes of partial friends, have committed 
errors in various cases ; but they no doubt acted with a sincere desire to 
fav»r all ss 'mack as'potaiUe» and their decisions should be fraidily aoqui- 
esced in by the less successful, with a determination not to be discouraged ; 
for it is this very resolation to excel, which excites inquiry and investiga- 
tion, stimulates ecertion, creates improvements, and thus benefits the com- 
petitors in' various ways, whether they be successful or unsuecessfui in ob- 
taining premiums. Were no premiums ever paid, the very sight of improved 
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bfMd* and poodaotoy onee.a ^omf^wm^ mone tiMtn ps]^.|Ulr.tro(ibi0 aiiJI costs 
incvrred M ilMiMlaiiiiDgvtbe894u$8(M^alioiie* 

*AiBaigi't]l0€iiriMiiie8 we ooCitadiweve 'ailk «eeooB9 «iid a eotton pod in 
ddfts pnttHBtty, d» fonoer the' Tesait of the labors of Mrs. Nevius, and the 
latter raised by Geo. H'Oollain ; mammoth sweet potatoes and egg plants ; 
a pin cashioni sixty years old, brought by Sarah Sholl, of Lewisburg ; and 
tha spedacl^s and spectacle box of Col. Craig, of the Kevoiution, in the 
possession of Hugh Wilson, Bufialoe. 



REPORTS OF JUDGfES. 
No. I^^HoataB. 

Daniel'Rengler, Sr., Bufialoe, dark brown, beat stallion, ** Superiofr** 

breed. ; .♦^- ^ $5 00 

Daniel Rangier, Jr., Buffaloe, dapple gray stallion, seven years old, 

Canadian, second best ; '. •'. 3 00 

Thotnas Hoff, White Deer, exhibited a dark brown stalHon, four years 
- old, which the committee regard as a fine horse, but rather under 

the size required in our country. 

Thomas Wilson, Kelly, for the best breeding mare -• 8 00 

Wm. Wilson, Kelly, for second best do ...-•• 2 00 

John Rengler, of Bufialoe, for best gelding not over seven years old, 

a strawberry roan, saddle and light draught 3 00 

D. A. Barber, Columbia county, second best do 2 00 

[Mr. Barber not having entered, not entitled to draw premium. Ex, Comm.'] 

John Alexander, Kelly, for sorrel stallion colt, three years old. $2 00 

Robert H. Laird, East Bufialoe, two years old sorrel gelding • 2 00 

Wm. Wilson, best sucking horse colt • ....•• 1 50 

Andrew Ruhl, Buflaloe, second best do ^^t-— ■• 1 00 

Jacob Hartman, Kelly, for best sucking mare coh • • • • • 1 50 

Jacob O. Brown, East Bdlkloe, second best do 1 00 

Wm. Wilson, best span of working horses * ......*^ ....•••••••• 4-00 

iMne Eyet, Union, second best do • . 2 00 

Wm. Heinen, Milton, best pair of matched horses. • « • « ....mm 3 09 

Wok Frick, Lewisburg, for a horse of the grei^est 8|^d» *»•*«• 1 OQ 

The committee would also particularly mention' a havse of A« J« Wmien* 
saul, Lewisburg, an animal of £ne speed and action. . . 

W^. Moore, lieirisb&rg, a hovse of gtiod' speed a»d faotlDnij'aad-widitSRiii* 
ing will make a superior tra:rsier. 

The comtnittee also recommend the following diseretionaTy premiums : 

John Alexander, for tUe largest stock of horses, best quality «nd blood, $3 00 
Jackson Wolfe, Bufialoe, for pair of matched three yvars old oolta, 

black«;.^«.^;».««.,^ .^^t.^.* 3 00 



D. A* fiaitwPi for a wptm of fitte cftmnge hionm. ,•..•••«.••»••• • •' fit 00 
Dr. T. A. H. Thornton, Lewisburg, for a pair of Ctaradian nataliad 

A* M« Lawsh^Ijewia)»u|g,.for pf ir .i^atoh^ two.yeai».^l^,\f^ brok^. : Ir. 50 

■ 

The eommittee al«o tak^ partit^ukr iuHi«e of a beiMtiifiAl fitne^ orili^ictaatB 
cobred, exbihit^ by Wqi. ^ihftf of HartkitPiu 

John WilflO&i of EoUy> exhibited a twa years old bbekcollt very kaadsome 
and spirited. 

Ellis F. Gundy, of East Bufialoe, also a filly, two years old, of remarkable 
size and development for that age. 

Charles Sleer, East Bo&loe, exhibited two fine ocdts, two years old. 

John Rengler, a filly two years old, a very beautiful and gay oolt. 

John fioland, BufiTaloe, ftlso a three yeArs old colt, of remarkable action and 
strength fbc that age. 

. Fbttl Lohr, Chillisquaque, a three years old cream colored filly, that deserves 
particular mention for her beannty and action. 

There were many single horses, exhibited under the saddle and in hafoess, 
nearly all of which performed wall, bat the committee cmnot eaumemte tfoem 
particularly, ae it would swell this report to too great a length. 

The exhibition of hOrses was a most admirable and spiendid one, and be. 

tween so much blood, merit and action, we have scHnetknea had great, difficulty 

ia coming to a conclusion, but have done the very best we coiikl,. being much 

pressed for time in the examioationa a$ well aa ia making up this report. 

DANIEL HENGLER^ 
GEORGE GEBHART, 
THOMAS PENNY, 
MARK HALFPENNY, 
R. V. B. LiNCOI^, 
JOS. GREEN, 
JOS. CASEY. 
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No. 2.-^Fz»oir6BiN& Match. 

The ploughing was all well done, but if there was any difference we would 

report: 

Jacob Dieflbnderfer, of Buffaloe, best • * , ...^^ ^ . . . • $3 00 

Geoi'ge Rengler, of BuAbloe, second best ,^ ^ . . .^ • • 2 00 

Martin Gu^^ of Obffiisqaaqu^ beet plonghman under twenty yeara 

of age « • « « -t^-* ...» • ^ • , • ..t^i. 2 00 

Cbsdfge Wetmeij Bast fi«firakie« ploughed «o well thM if the foods of the 

society will allow it, we would recommend a pMmmrm of $1 5^* 

FLAVEL CLfNGiAiC, 
ADAM GUNDY, 
ABRAHAM FREDERICK, 
' ' ' ABRAHAM BROWN, 

BENJAMIN LOHR. 



»..#■« •«« * 



No. 3. — Neat Cattle. 

Bfo^s k Giindy, East BuStAoe^ best boll ^t>otw«e»^twe and £▼• yeam ' 

» oH,..:^v... u^.. ......... ..* / ....^r...,. fa 00 

J%q} Lohr) Ckiliisqiiaqae^ seeond beM.' .^^^ . i 2 00 

David Gpove, Kelly, best buH enlf. ...*..•. .... 2 00 

Jaoeb Gundy) beiait e<Hr for alJ pnrposes, two calves shown, including 
daily qoaKties, making thirteen and a quarter pounds butter per 

week.. .w.. »;..., .....I 3 00 

Isaac Byer, Jr., second best 2 00 

Jonathan Wolf, Lewisburg, best stock cow, three of her calves at two 

births having been sold for two hundred and sixty dollars 2 00 

Joseph Green, Lewisburg, two best dairy cows kept by one person, J . 

or R. and ,...$1ot2 00 

ElUs Brown, East Buffiiloe, best two years old heifer, J. or R. and $1 or 2 00 
Martin D. Reed, East Bufialoe, best cow for batter, yielding sixteen 

^ Sttd a quarter pounds butter per week. . . .^ 2 00 

Peter Hagenbuch, Kelly, best year old heifer.. • 1 50 

Danid Rengler, best heifw ealf. . . • » i • • • . 1 00 

The committee farther revert that no one person exfaibHed tem head of cat- 
tle. TlieB» was a number of very fine eattkr exhibited by nimiefOtts perscms, 
to whom we would be glad to- award premiums if in out power to do so ; but 
as there i» no provision maide by the Executive Committee, we cannot take 
the responmbility ef going beyond our authority. 

JAMES MARSHALL, 
JACOB HUMMEL, 
WILLIAM S. CLINGAN, 
• CHARLES S. YODER, 
JOHN S. SCHRACK, 
CHRISTIAN GEMBERLING, 
JOHN NOLL. 



No. 4. — Sheep and Swine. 

John Alexander, best boar, five months old • .«.«««• $2 00 

John Alexander^ Best sov and pigs. 2 00 

John Alexander, flv^ or more pigs, between two and ten weeks old, J. 

or R. and • . * i < • • • •.«.« « ».».^^ # . . • • 1 00 

T. & J. Wilson, fovAt best pigs, five months old 1 00 

John A. Gundy, East Bofikloe, six best lambs • 2 00 

Andrew Stthl, six best bwe sheep ...^ 2 00 

J. D. DIEFFENDERFER, 
J. F. PONTIUS, 
R. M. MUSSER. 



at4 fmmemi?fAmA sfMm • 

No. S.—OXEN ilKD StEUIS. 

David Grove, Kelly, be^l working oxen «..« '•/ $^-00 

Wm. CameroQ, Lewiebtirg, best match c^ers.. . • • • • « 3 00 

R. M. Musflor, Lewisburg, best Durham steers 1 00 

R. M. Miissor, Lewisbnrgy second best Deroii steers 1 00 

FRBDERICK KREMSR, 
GEORGE M0XBLL, 
GIDEON JBIEHL, 
WILLIAM WILSON, 
PHILIP RtJHL; ' 
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No. 6. — PoULTBY. 

After a careful examinatioa of all the poultry brought upon the fair ground, 
in pursuance to the rules and regulations of the society , we award the follow- 
ing premiums, viz : 

James Kelley, Lewisburg, best pair Sh&ngbais ' $ 75 

Solomon Ritter, Lewisburg, second best pair Shanghais. •...*.••• 25 

Abraham Hubler, Lewisburg, best pair Ghittagongs. . ; .« • • 75 

Augustus Stoughton, Lewisburg, best Cochin China «••-••• 75 

Augustus Stoughton, Lewisburg, best common kind 25 

Paul Lohr, Chillisquaque, best speckled Creoles • • . • 75 

Messrs. H. C. Pardee, Joel K^ly, A. M. Lawshe and A. Stoughton also ex- 
hibited Shanghai chickens of this year's raising, all being very fine and large 
specimens of the kind, and received the united approbation of the committee. 
Joseph Moore, second. East Bufikloe, exhibited a pair of domesticated Can- 
vass Back ducks of a dork brown color, and well deserves a premium for bis 
efforts in taming this excellent kind of the. feathered tribe, but no provision 
has been made for that purpose. ' 

Thomas Meek ley, Milton, exhibited one cock and three hens, full grown 
Java Bantams, of a dark brown color, being abont the size of our quails — a 
fine specimen of the kind, for which he has the good opinion and tbfanks of 
the committee, but no provision being made for this case we can only award 
a premium of merit. 

SAMUEL WEIRIOK', 
HENRY GIBSON, 
DANIEL NOLL, 
JOHN H. GOODMAN, 
JOHN LINN. 
W. A. SHREYER, 
» S. J. HILBISH. 
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No* 7.'-^Fl£LD CftOPS. 

Tt^jre were ten excellent specimens of whitQ wbe^t ej^hibited« .We awwrd 
Jabn S. Sclirack; E^st BuQ[al9e> bo«t five Sor^s white wb^t^ tbirtj^- 

eight bushels per acre ••••••.• ••,.•. «.,•.(•*»#• .$5 00. 

R, V. B. Lincolni Hartley, s^pnd.best^ white^ twenty-three ancl a half 

bushels per acre • 3 00 

John Alefwd^i' third best Mediterranean, twenty-seven and a half 

bushels ppr aero. ....«*• ^ • • «.*4 • • • • • • 2 00 

J. &T. WiJWH boBtbusM wheat.. « 1 00 

Joseph Kelly, iscxsond best Mediterranean.. ...•••• • . , , 50 

J. M. Nesbit, P. Lohr, A. Eyer, £. F* Gundy and J. Guieri for sam- 
ples of white wheat, received premium each • • 50 

J. S. Schrack, best bushel rye, received. . • «... •••« 100 

Peter Smith, Hartley, best lot clover seed, received ...• • . 1 00 

Paul I<<ahr, CtiiUisq* best bushel corn* ». • • • .••«•• 1 00 

John Locke, Lewisburg, second best • • • « • • .^ • . • 50 

, J. M. Nesbit, Jacob Gundy, A. Frederick, James Kelly, specimens of 

corn, received each . . •.•^- . • .^^ •...-••. 50 

Benjamin Lohr, Buffaloe, best bushel oats • « . 50 

Philip Sipley, West Buffaloe, one bushel black oats, received 50 

John Alexander, best half acre. potatoes, (14*0 bushels). . . « 3 00 

H. W. Fries, Lewisburg, second best I acre potatoes (132 bushels),. . 2 00 

Marfln Dunkel, Jackson, best bushel sweet potatoes •.«..,.. 1 00 

William Nagle, Kelly, second best, received. «•.-••• • . • . 50 

William Ketcham, Kelly, best bushel potatoes 50 

J. Cbamberlin, W. Wilson, for specimen potatoes, received each. . . • 50. 

Robert Lyon^ Chillisq. best bushel turnips ••••••. 50' 

Mrs. M. Taylor, Lewisburg, best bushel beets . . . •... • * • • • ».«■• • • •^ • • . 50 

William. jFrick« Norman Bali, John Locke, for beets, received each. . 50 

N. Ball, for best peck Lima beans. , « • «.«.« • t %•* 50 

James D« Chamberlin, BuflHloe, heaps, received « . ^^^ —^ . . . 50 

Po« . best peck peas •• « 50 

Robert Lyon, best lot of cabbage .• .^^ ••«••«• .^^ #. • 50 

F» B« ^Sterner, Lewisburg, lot cabbage, received. •••••••» «.«^^ •••#•# 50 

Joel Kelly, Lewisburg, best pumpkins ••..«•« 1 00 

J. H. Beale, N. Ball and R. Lyons, second best pumpkins, received each 50 

G. R. Blisji^ Lewisburg, for best egg plant and broccoli, received .... 50 

J. D.|Chamberlio, best half bushel tomatoes, received 50 

THOMAS HAYES, 
'- GEORGE SLEER, 

PHILIP SIPLEY, 
JOHN C. WATSON, 
JOHN HAUCK, 
JOHN WILT- 



SM PENNSYLVANIA STA^ 

No. 8— pRurr. 

The cottimittee report that the ^sphy in dtiisr depArtment is nncomn^only 
iine, and would, in^ their opinion, do credh to the oldest county agricUhural 
society in th^ State. Ili seveYal cased they found ^at difficulty in selecting, 
from among samples of nearly equal excellence, those ttrhich should he (enti- 
tled to the highest rAnk. 

We award the premium for the betft lot of winter apples, to David 
Heiser,' of Bufikloe, who ethfMts the seten following varieties t 
London Lady, French Pippin, BelMeur, Kambo, Pound, Sweet 

fiusset and Golden Pippin J. or R. and • • . . $1 00 

For the second best, to John Glick, of BuffAloe, who exhibits one 
peck of each of the following kinds : fiellefleur, (very fine,) Sambo, 
Smokehousie, (very fine,) Found, Romanite, Long Island Red ' * 

Streak, and' Pennocki « • ..• -v J. or R. 

They also award diplomas to J. Eyer, of Union, M. J. Laird, of East Bufla- 
loe, and Francis Wilson, of Bufialoe, for very fine displays of apples. 
The premium for the best variety of apples is awarded to James D, 
Chamberlin, of BufiTalo. He exhibits speciniens of twelve varie- 
ties, most of which were grown on trees set out in 1852, viz: 
Swaar, Smokehouse, French Pippin, Roxbury Russet, Fallenwalder, 
Rambo, Winter Sweet, Red Spice, Gunshahocka Pippin, Golden 

Pippin, Sweet Rambo, Black Apple, J. or R. and . • • •■ • $ J 00 

The best half bushel of apples is exhibited by P. S. Sipley ; he calls 

them Shellenberger ....• • • . . • • • 1 00 

Diplomas are awarded to J. M. Goodell, of Bufialoe, and John Wilt, of 
Hartley, for lots of choice apples. 

A special premium of $1 and Journal is recommended to be given, to James 
Adams, of White Deeir, tfnion county, for a new and choice variety of apples, 
named, by Mr. Noll, the Adams seedling. 

A special premiunoiof |i 00 is recommended to A. M. Lawshe, for speci- 
mens of very fine Magnum Bonum plums. 

The premium for the best specimens of pears is awarded to James D. 
Chamberlin. He exhibits the Dengler^ Chambers, Garden, Ulster, 

and Winter pear t • $1 00 

For the best peck of peaches, to Mrs. Nicely, Lewisburg ; variety, 

Heath cling ^. 1 00 

A special premium of $1 is recommended to D. Moore, Bufialoe, and a like 
premium of $1 to S. Ritter, of Lewisburg, for their very fine Seedling peaches. 

For best pe^k (juinoes, A- M. Lawshe. ..•••••• « » •.«^'« $1 00 

For best lot gi^apes, P. Nevius, Lewisburg. ,••..••• •.,..» 1 00 

JOHN W. SIMONTON, 
WILLIAM HAYES, ! 
' ' * * MICHAEL BROWN. 

CHARLES S. JAMES: 






No. 9-^Daiet Proddcts. 

The QOiniaittee have examined various lots of hoil^v exhibited by Jtfra. M. 
0. Beed^ Mrs. J. F. Pontius^Mr^. R, H. Laird, Mm* J. Alexander, MissMai^y 
MertZi Miss Ik^aria C. Guier^ Mrs. John Gtmdy, Mrs. Jacob Gimdy, Mrs. J. 
Rentier, Jr., Mrs. I. £yer, Jr., Mrs. Sarah. Guady^. Miss £liza Wilson. A 
majority have come to the conclusion that the best lot is that of Mrs* Saprah 
Gundy, and therefore award h^ a pramiiw of silver butler k^ife an4 $2 (W 
The second best lot was that of Eliza Gundy, ai^d we wosuld' award her the 
second premiumy if the order awarda such. 
Although it is beyond our power to award a preoumn to any other iet^ yet 
. they cannot omit saying that the others were highly creditable to the exhibi- 
tors, and especially the lots of Miss Wilson, Mrs» £yer, Mrs. Rfed« twe rolls, 
Rachel Gundy. 

There was but one cheese, exhibited by Mrs. John Gundy, and that 
coming within the order of the society aa to weight, we award to 

her the premium of $2 00 

Robert Kelly, of Kelly, exhibited the only lot of honey — a splendid 

lot — for which we award the premium of , • 1 00 

Mrs. SARAH S. CLARK, 
« HENRIETTA RAWN, 
« MARIA MOORE, 
« ELIZABETH CHAMBERLIN, 
« SARAH L. SLIFER. 



No. 10 — ^FlOUS A27D Bmad« 

' . . . • 

Your committee award Danl. Rengler, for best barrel wheat flour, a 

premium of •••••. $1 Od 

Mrs. D. Rebcyr, Lewisbuyg, best specimen flour bread, with written 

statement of manner of making... •• «••.•..-• 1 00 

MICHAEL BROWN, 
JOHN W. SIMONTON, 
WILLIAM HAYES, 
CHARLES S. JAMES. 
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No. 11 — HousEHou Manufactukxs. 

Your committee award the following premiums : 

Statten, Marr & Co., best fulled cloth $2 00 

Miss Lu9retia Wilson, best ten yards woollen flannel . . «.».«^^ •••••• 1 00 

Mra> Maria Laird, second best dp* • . • -t-* • • • •»••• «• t^*^* • • • •-« • -• • • • • 60 



Samuel Wilyard, second best wool cturpet.! • .' $1 00 

S. K. Driesbaeh, best rag carpet i , 1 00 

Benj. Angstadt, second best db • .,,.*; ', . . ..'.l'. . / 50 

Mrs. M. Laird, best half dozen pairs wooHen hose. •••••.' » " 50 

Mrs. M. Lairdi best p&tr mittens ^ 

S. K. Driesbaeb^ beM wooUen shawl 1 00 

S. k. Briesbach, second best do 50 

Benj. Angatadti best pound woollen yam 50 

Miss Elizabeth Wilson, best quilt 2 00 

Miss S. A. Wilson, second best do • , 1 00 

Mrs, G. Deck, best bed-spread .-..••..• 1 00 

Miss H. Meixel], second best do. ...... • , »--^ 50 

Mrs. E. D. Wilson, best specimen needle-work , . , 1 00 

Mrs. Sarah Cook, second best do - 50 

Miss Marietta Morison, best specimen raised worsted work 50 

Mrs. Amanda Miller, best canvass worsted work 50 

Miss Lucretia Wilson, be^ specimen ddmestic soap .....'.' 1 00 

The committee would also make honorable mention of, and recdmmena pre- 
miums if funds sufficient, to Mrs. M. D. Reed, Mrs. Sarah L. Penny, Miss Ellen 
Flannigan, Miss M. Morison, for exceeding fine specimens of needle- work; 
to Miss Louisa Wilson and Mrs. Deck, for handsome bead and worsted 
wrought pin cushions^ to Miss E. Wilson for bead purse; to Mrs. Sarah 
Gundy for quilt ; and to Miss Matilda Gundy for a fine specimen of canvass 
worsted work. 

The committee regret that a large variety of articles came in too late to be 
entered, and consequently could not come in competition with articles of the 
same class which were entered for exhibition within the prescribed time. Had 
all been in, in time, the awards of the committee would, no doubt, hav^ been 
different in a number of instances. 

They would say to all, be sure to be in time next year. 

JAMES HAYES, 
C. W. SCHAFFLE, 
SOLOMON RITTER, 
* . AUGUSTUS SCHREYER, 

DAVID BEBER. 



No. 12. — Domestic Manufactures. 

Josiah Girton, Lewisburg, best buggy • $2 00 

F. A. Donachy, Lewisburg^ cabinet work. , 2 00 

J. H. Beale, Lewisburg, b6rit dress coat 1 ^ 

J. H. Beale,'LeWisbtirg; best dress vest . . ...•..'.:....' '; . \ *'. • .* ^ ^ 

George B. Eckert, LeWlfirtiUrg', *btfggy hintte*^.' . .1. .-. .. : :.':. vl4,«-;.-^»' * ^ 
Weidman k H<^»; Ad^tibttVf/ bMT htrff dosetieitf iHSb^A \ 4Vi>i^ %H^*^ ^^ 
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L. Sterner, Lewitbnrg, best half ddsen kip ikint. . « $1 00 

Fries & Deck, West Bufialoe, best half 'dozen sides soie-letther. . . ^ • 1 00 

John Seebold, New Berlin, best lot harp^ss Ici^tber ••«.•••• ^ • • 1 00 

Nelson Polk, Lewis^Qrg,. rifljiiig l^ridUu »»•••»»«.•.••#•••».«*.••... 50 

( HUGH WILSON, 

. JACOB HORLACHEH, 

W£1DL£H ROLAND, 
JOHN ROLAND. 



No. 13. — AgBICULTURAL iMPLElVtENTS. 

The committee, after examining the different articles submitted to tbeir in- 
spection, do award the following premiums : 

• George A. Frick, Lewisburg, for the best sward plough ...••#-. $3 00 

John Kinkead, Chillisquaque, second best. ...••••..••• 1 00 

Charles S. James, ^Lewisburg, best subsoil plough, o^ly one entered 1 00 
J. M. Nesbit, Chillisquaque, best cultivator 1 00 

F. Liechtenthaler, Montour county, for corn plough and cultivator.. . • 1 00 
Abraham Frederick, East Buffaloe, for churn operated by dog power 1 00 

The committee have to regret the apathy exhibited by the farmers in bring- 
ing forward their implements, as they are confident a much better display 
might have been made. 

EPHRAIM LONG, 
MICHAEL DUNKEiL, 
SAMUEL ZELLERS, 
JOHN CHAMBERUN, 
JOSEPH M. NESBIT, 
CYRUS BROWN. 



No. 14. — Manures and Farm Accounts. 

Charles S. James deposited specimens of ammoniated saper-phosphate of ^ 
lim^ ; and John Wilt, specimens of home-made manure, and a farm account. 
No report received from the committee. 



No. 15. — UlfEKUMEKATEt) ArTCCLBS. 

For a lot of domestic silk, raised and manufactured by Mrs. Eliza Ne- 

irius, of Lewisburg, we recommend premium ..,....; $ t 00 

S^iitttifitl fiosnt ba^eti ^ Mr$« 9itenna Sengler, of Bufialoe «.*.,, *50 



Dr. Jacob Horlacher^ NewUerlin, a mftetmva, of ttti wtitol aa hrfi yantyb 
faictured by himselft an exeeliaat ajrticle ^ %.•«.«. |1 00 

Henry W. Grotxer, pka of the bofongh of Letriabw^, drawn by him- 
self, well done* ..•«••••• ••« *..... 1 00 

S. D. Mui^son, Lewisburg, a bottle of excellent currant wine • 50 

Henry Heitzman, Buflaloe, horizontal pump, made by himself 1 00 

Henry Heitzman, Bufialoe, steel trap ••. — ...,. 50 

Solomon Ritter, Lewisborg, a specimen of sculpture, neatly got up 

for durability and workmanship « 1 00 

Karl Volkmar, Lewisburg, lithographic printing, highly recommended to 
the public for neatness and workmanship. 

O. N.* Worden, Lewisburg, letter press printing, done with neatness, and 
deserres praise. 

Col. EH Slifer, Lewisburg, a case of stuffed birds, beautifully got up, and 
deserves notice as an ornament. 

Spyker & Hawn, Lewisburg, specimens of Daguerreotypes, elegantly got 
up, and for neatness and workmanship the committee recommend a diploma. 

J. L. Yoderj Lewisburg, a case of jewelry, beautiful specimens of silver- 
ware, &c. 

B. C. Taylor, Lewisburg, a very neat view of Ohio State Fair, got up at 
Cincinnati. 

George A. Frick, Lewisburg, six specimens of stoves ^ot up by hisEtself, 
show a good woikmanahip, taste and durability. The committee would es- 
pecially notice the Globe cooking stove, and recommend it as in their opinion 
as good if not better than any now in use, and for merit would recommend a 
diplotna. 

L. STERNER, 
JOHN G. BROWN, 
THOMAS H. CORNELIUS, 
J. SEEBOLD. 
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At an election held on the secosid day, tbe toUowii^ pow^naivieiie elected: 

President — ^Jacob Gundy. 

Vice Presidsnts — John Chamberlin, David Watson, J. S. Sterner, Isaac 
Eyer, G. R. Bliss, James M'Creight. 
Corresponding Secretary — ^R. V. B. Lincoln. 
RficoRDiNO Secbetart — ^David Reber. 
Treasurer — ^K. H« Laird. 
LiBBARUN^^Samuel Weiriek. 
EzscuTivB CoMifiTTXS— H* W. JSnyder, Jamei^P. JSassi J« yimitor« 
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AGRICULTURAL SOCmrt. 821 

The Treasurer's report stands as follows : 

To cash on hand from last year • . . • • • • • • • • $100 22 

To cash for memberships and admittance fees. ••••••.« • •.« • 241 19 

To county appropriation. ..•....'.•• • • • •. .• • 100 00 

Ul 41 

By amount of premiums paid • . • • • $209 25 

By amount paid door and gate keepers, printing, station- 
ery, postage, &c ..^.. 29 25 

238 50 

Amount of balance in treasury , 202 91 

DAVID REBER, Rec. Secretary of 
Union County ^gricubural Soci^. 



WARREN COUNTY. 
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To the President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

This society was organized in 1851, and has steadily increased in iniSuence 
and members cTer since. The society has purchased a large tent for the 
purpose of accommodating visitors at their annual fairs. 

Receipts for the current year, 1854 • $246 25 

Disbursements do. do 168 63 

Balance on hand • • • . . 77 62 

The beneficial influence of the society is already visibly seen throughout 
the agricultural sections of the county, but owing to the severe drought few 
entries were made for premiums on field cropS. The yield, however, in corn, 
for our county, was unusually large. 

First premium on corn was for 266 bushels of ears per acre. 
Second do. do. 179 do. do. 

First premium on potatoes was for 300 do. do. 

Officers for 1855. 

President — John Mahan, Farmington. i 

Secretaby — ^Isaac H. Hiller, iugargrove. 
Treasusb£ — Andrew Low, Lottsville. 

In addition to these, there is one Vice President in each township, annually 
elected. 

DANIEL LOTT, President. 
21 



323 ' PENNSYLVANIA STATE 

WAYNE COUNTY. 

To the Pi esident of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society : 

The Recording Secretary of the Wayne County Agricultural and Mechanics' 
Art Society, respectfully submits the following reports of the various com- 
mittees appointed for the purpose of awarding the premiums at the annual fair 
held in Honesdale, on the 4th inst. 

Arrangements were made for a ploughing match, but we regret to be obliged 
to say that no entries were made. 

The Committee on Neat Stock, class 1, submitted the following report: 

For best short horned bull, from one to three years old, to No. 18, 

Capt. A. Flowers $2 00 

For best short horned bull calf, do., Wm. Rockwell 1 00 

For best short horned cow, over three years old, R. Henwood 2 00 

For best short horned heifer, from one to three years old, R. Henwood, 2 00 

Second best do. do. do., C. P. Waller 1 00 

Best do. Devon bull, one to two years old, Z. M. P. Bunnell. . ..... ^ 2 00 

Second best do. do. do., R. Henwood 1 00 

Best do. cow, over three years old, L. L. Deming 200 

Second best do. do. do., L. L. Deming. . . « • 1 00 

Best do. heifer, from one to three years old, L. L. Deming 1 00 

Best native or grade bull, under three years old, A. Winton. 1 1 00 

Best do. do. cow, over three years old, H. Tamblyn 2 00 

Best do. do. heifer, under three years old, H. Tamblyn 1 00 

Second best do. do. do. do., Thos. Stevens 50 

Best yoke work oxen, over five years, H. Bishop. 3 00 

Second best do. do. do.^ H. Bishop 3 00 

Best yoke steers, three to four years old, N. A. Monroe 2 00 

Second best do. do. do., Major Brooks . . ,...« 1 00 

Best do, do., two to three years old, N. A. Monroe 2 00 

Best do. yearlings, C. B. Reed. % 1 50 

Second best do, do., Sam'l Sander '75 

These are all the premiums which the committee saw fit to award. 

Respectfully submitted, by 

E. G. WOOD, 
W. S. FERGUSON, 

Acting Committee, 



Horses — Class No. 3. 

The Committee on Horses submitted the following report : 

Best stallion, over five years old, C. B. Reed. •.,,•.... |3 00 

Se<5ond best do. do., C. P. Waller. . . ,. .,^; 2 00 
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Besi do. from two to five- years old, R. P. Patterson. .', , . * , , „•-« .... $2 00 

Best yearling do., G. B. Reed •••....^ 1 50 

Best brood mare, over five years old, W. L. Ferguson • • 3 00 

Second best do. do., A. Wintbn 2 00 

Best mare colt, Wm. Stevens; » . . . ♦ * 1 00 

,Best pair carriage horses, G. Knapp .•...♦.. 2 50 

Best single mare of gelding, Samuel Allen .^.» 2 00 

Second best do. do., L. L. Deming , • 1 00 

The committee noticed vnth pleasure some very fine two and three years 
old colts, and would call particular attention to a three years old colt, entered 
by Clayton Yale ; also, one two years old, entered by Henry Bishop ; and 
another, two years old, entered by Z. M. P. Bunnell ; but no premiums being 
advertised, they hardly think the funds of the society will justify the award 
of discretionary premiums, 

U. V. WHEELER, 
WM. H, FOSTER, 
HENRY BUNNEL, 

Committee. 
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Sheep and Swine — Class No. 2. 

Your Committee on Sheep and Swine respectfully submit the following as 
their report : 

Best long wool buck, first premium, A. Winton. »• $1 00 

Second best do. ewes, three or niiore, first premium, A. Winton 1 00 

Second best do., second premium, Jno. D. Frity • . » 1 00 

Best native or mixed buck, Jno. D. Frity .....••••....•. •^.•^ 1 00 

Second best do., second premium, A. Winton • 1 00 

Best lot of lambs, four or mote, first premium, R. Webb. . .. ^ ..... • 2 00 

Second best do., second premium, John D. Frity ^ » • • 1 00 

Best sow, first premium, T. Stephens ...,.;... ^ « « « 1 00 

'finest sow, undBr one year old, first premium, T. Stephetis. ..%...»•» 50 

Best litter of pigs, first premium, T. Stephens .^ 1 50 

POPE BUSHNELL, 
EDWIN PIERCE, 
E. H. CLARK, 

Committee, 



pAftM IrtPLEKENTS — CtASS No. 4» 

, The ComYnitte6 on Farm Implements beg leave to report, that they ihave 
Attended to the duties assigned tkem, which were light, but few- farm imple*- 
.oMftU king entered for exhibition^ T^egF «imfd. the foUowifig psemions ; 
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Best cultivator, first premium, Hand ic Kirtland. ••••••.••■••«••#•-« $1 00 

Best seed planter, first premium, Thomas Stevens. •.•«.•••••• •_• • .^^ 1 00 

Best plough clevis, first premium, Knapp 6c Neal •• « • ..•^^ 50 

Best railroad power for churn, first premium, Rob't J. Enapp ...« 1 00 

Best plough, first premium, Hand Sc Kirtland. . • • •■• 1 00 

Second best plough, third premium, Knapp & Neal. •••••-•#• 50 

Best model hay-rigging, S. V. Niles • .•.••••• 50 

Best farm wagon, first premium, Z. M. P. Bunnell « • 2 00 

Best fanning mill, first premium, Z. M. P. Bunnell ••••••••« 1 00 

The committee noticed a butter firkin exhibited by Henry Michter, as the 
best ; also, a meat tub exhibited by the same. Notice is also made of a dozen 
axes, not numbered. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. M. ENO, 

H. JENNINGS, 

E. K. NORTON, 

Committee. 



Mechanical Depabtment — Class No. 5. 

The Committee on the Mechanical Department respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing report : 

Best morticing machine. No. 1. 

The committee were highly gratified with the operations of the above ma- 
chine, and believe it to be superior to any other yet invented. 

No. 2. Best covered one horse buggy wagon, E. Patmor. .. « . .^^ • $2 00 

The above wagon is a very fine specimen of home manufacture, and will 
compare favorably with those from any quarter. 

No. 3. Best pump, A. Barker. . * •.••.•,•••••••. $1 50 

The above pump is too well known to require any recommendation from 
us. Many of our citizens have tested the superiority. 

No. 4. A. Barker, is a centrifugal pump, with which the committee are not 
acquainted. 

No 5. Best specimen of Daguerreotypes, by J. A. Griswold. •..••• $1 00 

The above were very fine specimens, which we would recommend to the 
attention of the public. 

Parlor and cooking stoves — a quantity of choice patterns on exhibition in 

the hall, without any number. 

S. E. NORTH, 

C. F. YOUNG, 

OBREN HALL, 



The stovea mentioned above were entered by Knapp &; Neali of this places 
for exhibition^ and not for a premium $ consequently, no numbeii were attached 
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thereto, but the names of the exhibitors. They are deserving of especial 
commendation for their beauty of pattern, and also as an index of the desire 
of Messrs. Enapp & Neal to add to the interest of our annual fairs. 



Domestic Manttfactiibbs — Glass No. 6. 

The Committee on Domestic Manufactures respectfully make the following 
report: 

Best ten yards jSanntel, N. M'Collum ... . ....• - .— $ 75 

Best rag carpet, Hannah E. Bundlett • . 1 00 

Best pair woollen blankets, Mrs. W. L. Ferguson.. ,.....•.• 1 00 

Best knit woollen hose, Mrs. W. L. Ferguson •* • , 50 

Best knit cotton hose, Mrs. W. L. Ferguson .... ...— ••••••« 25 

Best knit woollen mittens, Mrs. W. L. Ferguson • • 25 

Best worsted worked lamp mat, Mrs. A. W. Nichols .—...•■« 50 

Best exhibition of ornamented needle- work, Miss Lydia Stevens 1 00 

Best do. general needle-work, Nos. 13 and 15, Misses Mary 

Penniman and Isabella Barker. . ...^ • • •-« • • •^., • 1 00 

Best crotchet work. Miss Henrietta Hamlin. . • , . -•.• t,, ,,, 50 

Best half hose, N. M'Collum . . ...... • , . . , .•., , , , ..... 50 

Best worked handkerchief exhibited by Miss E^ Watson. 
Best infant's hood by Miss Sarah E. Carr. 

Best artificial flowers^ Miss L. Stevens 50 

Best quilt, Mrs. David Ross. . , • ,.......• 50 

The committee would call attention to a beautiful card basket, exhibited by 
George Gu^tin ; and also two crayon drawings by Dr. Bowland, which they 
consider the best on exhibition. They were unable to decide upon the best 
pellis work, as there were many varieties exhibited of much beauty and in ex- 
edlence of workmanship so nearly equal. The committee found entered in 
their department, the following articles, which properly belong in the me- 
chanical : 
Best pair boots, John Broad ••••.. •■• • $1 00 

A very fine pair was exhibited by P. Beeler. 
Best exhibition of jewelry, Peterson & Brother. . • • «. 1 00 

They would call attention to a fine exhibition of brooms, manufactured by 
T. S. Brown, of this place ; a small broom by the same gentleman, is worthy 
of a discretionary premium, and we would recommend a premium of one 
dollar if the same is sanctioned by the Executive Committee. 

• Mrs. C. F. YOUNG, 



VJ 



« O. STEVENSON,^ 
« C. S. MINOR, 
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BUTTEE AND ChESSE — ^ClASS No. 7. 

The Committee on Butter and Cheese respectfully report : 

Best pot June butter, August Loomis .^ , • $2 00 

Second best pot June butter, John Carr... ., • ...^ 1 00 

Best pot fall butter, Homer Brooks «• ...^ • • • • *^. « » — ^ • 2 00 

Second best pot fall butter, John Garr • .••»»^ •••*.»-•# 1 00 

Best cheese, L. L. Doming • • , 2 00 

Seoond best cheese, S. E. North 1 00 

G. A. STARKWEATHER, 
Mrs. JOHN BUNNELL, 
Miss H. T. KING, 
Mrs. T. H, E. TKACY, 
« O, STEVENSON. 

Committee, 



• Fbttit — Class No. 8. 

The committee would respectfully submit the following report : 
Best variety winter apples, E. K. Norton ^ $2 00 

They would also notice a handsome variety of winter apples, consisting of 
thirteen kinds, exhibited by E. Jennings ; another of twelve kinds, v.ery nice, 
by S. J. Saunders, for which they would recommend a discretionary premium. 

Best half bushel winter apples, E. K. Norton $1 00 

Second best half bushel winter apples, E. K. Norton ^-. . . . . . '^ 

Best half bushel fall apples, E. K. Norton 1 00 

Best cooking apples, £. K. Norton.. • •. ^^ 

Best quinces, Z. M. P. Bunnell. . . . ^»— -*^ * ... .— ^ 

We would call attention to a basket of quinces exhibited by John Carr, as 
very fine, and if we had the power, to award of a discretionary premium. 

Best peck of peaches, Walter Spry 50 

Best peck of pears, onJy specimen exhibited, E. K. Norton 75 

G. A, STARKWEATHER, 
W.K. STONE, 
: Mrs. C. C. GRAVES, 
« C. P. WALLER, 

Committer. 



Field Cb»ops — Class No. 'O. 

The Committee on Field Crops would report, that they will report on the 

first Monday in December next, agreable to a resolution passed in 1852. Any 

statement left with the Secretary^ E. O. Hamlin, before that time, will be 

then acted upon. "- 

O. STEVENSON, Chairman. 
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Vbgbtablbs — C£ass No. 10. 

The Committee on Vegetables respectfully submit the following as their 
I 
report : 

Best peck onions, John S. Eno • • « $ 50 

Best beet, (discretionary) Charles Eldred 25 

R. KENWOOD, 

T. C. WHITE, 

Committee, 
No entries were made in class 11. 



^Aa 



PouLTKy — Class No. 12. 

The Committee on Poultry report : 

Best pair Dorkings, Luther Ledyard. . •. •^.••••^, «• »...»^ $1 00 

Best pair turkeys, Wm. Stephens ..«.••.... .^ • • . . 1 00 

Best pair ducks, Thomas Stephens 1 00 

Best lot of poultry, R. F. Lord 1 50 

Best pair Shanghais, William Stephens • 1 00 

Best pair Bantems, J. F. Lord 1 00 

The committee would call attention to a fine Chittagong, exhibited by Dr. 
Rowland. 

The committee believe the display in this department far ejtceeds any 
thing of the kind previously presented at our agricultural fair, but think the 
variety should be very much extended in 1855. 

T. H. R. TRACY, Chairman, 



The society was called to order about one o'clock, P. M., by the President, 
C. P. Waller, Esq., and the following gentlemen appointed a committee to 
nominate officers for the ensuing year, viz : T. H. R. Tracy, E. E. Norton, ' 
W. R. Stone, John Carr, and N. A. Monroe. They reported as follows : 
• President — Capt. A. Flowers. 

Vies PaBBinsNTS-— Hon. N. B. Eldred and Samuel Allen. 

Corresponding Sscretart — Chas. Avery. 

Recording Secretary-— E. 0. Hamlin. 

Treasurer and General Agent — A. Winton. 

Managers — George Waller, Esq., Wm. R. Stone, John Carr, Piatt Darling 
and Gabriel Howel. 

The above gentlemen were then elected by the society as officers for the 
ensuing year. 

The committee also ''recommended the appointment of E. O. Hamlin, Esq., 
to publish an address to the citizens of Wayne county, upon the importance 
of the A^rioultural Society to them ;" which appointment was confirmed by 
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the society. William H. DimmicJ^, Esq., was inirited to deliver the annual 
address in 1855, 

The society was very agreeable entertained, after the r^orts of the various 
committees, by able addresses from B. F. Stewart, Esq., of Easton, Pa., and 
J. W. Fowler of Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

The Secretary regrets that during the whole day, his time was so occupied 
in the duties of his office as to entirely preclude him from taking that general 
survey of the cattle ground, the mechanical department, and articles exhibit, 
ed^ which would qualify him to speak understandingly of the comparative 
character of this fair. And, however little h^ may be able to prophesy in re- 
gard to the next, it is his hope, and shall be his earnest endeavor to so digest 
and arrange the operation of his department, that there may be greater facility 
in the entering of articles, and in the examination by committees. 

The efficient co-operation of officers, and the faithful discharge of their 
duties by them, will do much to improve the annual exhibitions of our society. 
But intent and faithful they may be, if the members of th^ society generally, 
are interested in its operations and will not labor for its success, its annual 
fairs must deteriorate. In the number of articles entered, the last is, un- 
doubtedly the largest fair ever held in our county, while in many respectst 
especially in the cattle show, so far as my observation went, it fell far short 
of last year. It will be observed that the committees reporting are in many 
instances changed from those advertised previous to the fair. This was ne- 
cessary for two reasons— first, the absence of many of the persons originally 
appointed — second, because of the by-laws : That no person can be allowed 
to sit upon the committee to award premiums in the same department in 
which he has entered articles for competition. 

The Secretary regrets to see, in the last week's Herald, an editorial cen- 
sure upon *' the SecretarieSj^^ for not having this report ready for the press 
in time for the last wedc's papers. 

So far as the duties of the Corresponding Secretary are concerned, every 
one knows, or ought to know^ that his duties are entirely disoonnectect with 
the making up of the aimuai report. 

To any one acquainted with the onerous duties of the Recording Secretary 
of the agricultural society, immediately subsequent to the annual fair, he 
respectfully submits the question, whether nine days is any too long a time, 
in the midst of professional engagements and miscellaneous business, to 
arrange and re-write the reports of the various committees, and perform all 
the other drudgery of making up the annual report 1 To have had this report 
ready for the press last week, it would have been necessary to have haijded it 
in by Monday of last weiek, leaving only three days for its preparation. To 
have prepared it in that time would have involved a neglect of other duties, 
of idiich, much as he loves the science of agriculture and the advancement 
of the interests of the Wayne County Agricultural Society, he never could 
W gvulty » 
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The office has come to him unsought ; its lahor is not light, and however 
the Herald's censure may have appeared to others, to him it appears as unkind 
as it is unjust. 

In conclusion, the Secretary begs leave to express his appreciation of the 
very efficient aid rendered him upon the day of the Fair, by Miles Tracy, 
Thos. J. Ham, Wm. Ham, Jason Torrey, Robert Torrey and Henry Stone, 
and also to Dr. Chas. Avery, Corresponding Secretary, for his services, both 
on the day of the Fair and also in preparing the foregoing report of com- 
mittees for publication. 

EDWARD O. HAMLIN, Secretary. 

N. B. No person, unless they have become members of the society, by 
paying one dollar, will be entitled to receive the foregoing premiums. 

October 14, 1854. 
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PLAN OP BAKN BUILDINGS. 



BT LSWIS F. ALLEN, BLACK BOCK, NEW YOBK. 



To th^ Execuiive Committee of the J^ev) York State Agricultural Society :■ 

I present you a plan of barn and stabling, with explanatory drawings, in 
requirement with your premium list, inviting plans of this kind for your an- 
nual meeting in February, 1854. The buildings presented are the plans of 
structures now in course of erection on my own farm on Grand-Island, in the 
county of Erie. I do not present them as new and untried in merit, therefore 
theoretical and speculative merely, but as the reconstruction^ on an enlarged 
and more durable plan, of a barn establishment, first built by me twenty years 
ago, and which I have used ever since, for both grain and stock purposes, in 
all their variety and branches. My experience in their use, together with a 
very coHsiderable observation of buildings of like character in different parts 
of the country, has confirmed me in the belief that I canm^t si;^est so good a 
plan and arrangement as this now presented to you. I therefore ofier them 
to the consideration of your committee, for such judgment as in their oj[»nion 

their merits may be entitled. 

LEWIS F. ALLEN. 



DESCRIPTION. 

The body of the main bam is 100 feet long by 50 feet wide ; the posts 18 
feet high above the sill, and 12i feet apart, making nine bents. The roof has 
a pitch of 17 feet, being a trifle ov&t what would be termed a third pitch. 
The advantages of a steep roof over a flat one, in durability and afibrdiftg 
storage beneath it, will not, by experienoed men, be questioned. The beams of 
the barn are 14 feet above the sills, which is the be%ht of the inner poat^. It 
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is not necessary, howeVBT) to have more than two of these beams^ aside f:fom 
those at the ends, extend across the whole width of the building, as a beam 
inserted across the entire width at the fourth post from each end, thus leaving 
a space of 37i feet at#each end, and of 25 feet in the middle section without 
beams, will tie the building suj9iciently strong to prevent spreading, and in- 
terfere less with the storage of hay and grain over the main floor. The per-^ 
loin posts are 121 feet long, and stand 12i feet inside the main outer posts* 
These perloin posts are connected by girts 25 feet long, 3 feet below the per- 
loin plate. The lower rafters are one foot longer than the upper ones, allow- 
ing that measure for projection over the main plates ; the upper and lower 
rafters thus being 15 and 16 feet long, respectively. / 

The barn is divided, lengthwise, into three sections, viz : the main floor in 
the centre, extending throughout, and a section on each side, accommodating 
the hay and grain bays, horse power and machinery. This floor is fourteen 
feet wide ; it may be contracted to twelve feet, for hay purposes only ; but 
for the uses required in grain storage, fourteen feet is none too much. On 
each side of the floor, at the front end of the building, is an open area, 25 
feet in length, extending to the sides, or outer posts, 18 feet. On one side is 
located the threshing machine, corn sheller, grain crusher, straw cutter, and 
such other machinery, driven by horse pOvA^er, as taiay be required \ and on 
the Other side is the circular track for the stationary horse power, where the 
horse walks round the circle like an old fashioned bark^ mill. Such an ar- 
rangement for stationary power I believe to be better, in its simplicity^ cheapo 
ness and convenience, than any other yet invented, in this arrangement, a 
perpendicular shaft, with arms, at the extremities of which tlue horses are at* 
tached, is the moving power. A cog-wheel is placed near the upper end of 
the shaft, over the horses, with segments of irdn cogs op its upper side, which 
play into the cogs of a small wheel or pinion, on a line of shaft which rans 
across the niain floor and through the opposite area. On this line of shaft 
kre placed drums or pulleys, of suitable size to carry the various machinery 
which may be attached. Next to the end of the barn, at the entrance fronts 
is a passage on either side, four feet wide, leading to the stables, hereafter 
described. The horse power and track occupies 18 feet beyond, on its own 
side; and next to that, boyond, is a flight of stairs leading up to the granary 
and store room, which extends over the horse track and passage before de- 
cribed, and eight feet above the floor, being 22 by 18 feet, and as high as the 
demand for storage may require, if up to the plate : or, this granary or store 
room may be dispensed with, and the room occupied for hay or grain in sheaf 
storage purposes, like that over the machinery, on the opposite side. In such 
case the stairs will not be necessary, and the room occupied by them may go 
into the bay. The balance of the rooni on each side of the floor is devoted to 
hays for hay and grain, being 18 feet wide, and extending 71 feet, to within 
four feet of the further end, which is reserved on each side for a passage to 
the stables. These passages should be eight feet high, and over them the hay 
or grain -may be extended ixofn the main bays* On each side thtt main floori 
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mnd 10 feet above it, from post to post, should be extended and framed in, a 
line of girts, on which, when the bays are filled, poles may b^ laid over arnd 
across the floor, resting upon the girts, and on the poles loose boards or slabs, 
by way of scaffold, to receive other hay and grain which the bays will not 
hold. In this manner, taken in, in sections over the floor, the forage may be 
piled to the peak of the roof, thus holding quite as much as one of the bays. 
Stored in this manner, the barn will hold over 100 tons of hay, after deduct- 
ing the large areas for the granary, horse power and machinery* The inner 
posts and beams are marked in the elevation of the plan, so as to be seen. 

In the plan submitted, the barn standi four feet above the ground. The 
purpose of this is twofold: If the underground room is wanted for stabling 
stock of any kind, an excavation of three to four feet will give ample room 
for that pnrpose, and permit the stables to be light and dry — >tWo indispensa-' 
ble requisites for the health and proper keeping of stock. If not required for 
stabling, the bays can drop near to the ground, thus giving a large additional 
quantity of storage for hay : or, if preferred, the earth may be excavated to a 
sufficient depth beneath the proposed space to accommodate it, and the horse 
power be stationed below 5 thus saving for storage the room occupied by it on 
the main floor. In such disposition of it, however, a driver would be neces- 
sary with the horses below, as they would be out of sight of the men at work 
above 5 whereas, in ordinary labor, with but a single horse, or two, at work, a 
driver for such work alone would not be necessary. Another object in placing 
the floor of the barn so high is, that the stables which are attached to it may 
have storage lofts over the cattle, with a sufficient slope of roof. Still, the 
barn may be set within two feet of the ground, and the stables be as they now 
are, in height of posts and storage room, if the barn posts be carried up three 
feet higher — 21 feet instead of 18; or, the outside stable posts may be 
shortened, so as to give sufficient pitch' to the roof; but this will cut short 
the loft room over them. A consideration of all these will commend itself to 
the circumstances of the farm and its proprietor. 

On each side^ adjoining the barn, is a line of stables, 16 feet wide, dropping 
three feet below the siUs of the barn,. and standing one foot above the ground. 
The posts of the stables are 12 feet high ; the roof has a quarter or eight feet 
pitch. One foot below the plates of the barn, and parallel with them, a girt 
is framed from post to post, its whole length, as a support for the upper ends 
of the stable rafters. These rafters are 20 feet long, leavipg two feet to pro- 
ject over the sides, and carry the water entirely away from the sills. The 
beams which connect the outer posts of the stables with those of the bajrn, 
and tie the buildings snugly together, are 7i feet above the floor. For the 
purpose of fur^ther. security, every rafter should be. spiked at its foot on to the 
stable platOy and at its head, into the girt on which it rests, between the main 
posts of the bam, that there may be no spreading apart. The beams over ihe 
stables are floored to receive hay, straw, corn-stalks or litter for the cattle, 
o£ which the lofts will hold a large amount, and hay doors should be made 
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in every second bent, onder the roof, outside, to rec^ye it from the eaits 
or wagons. 

The floor plan of the stables, by reference to the drawings, will be readily 
understood. A passage way extends the whole length next to the bam, four 
feet in width. A short flight of steps accommodates the descent from the 
passages at the ends of the bam to those in the stables^ This is tightly- 
floored over, and receives the hay from the adjoining bays and loft. Next to 
this is the line of mangers, two feet wide, into which, from the passage be- 
side them, is thrown the hay. The space beyond is divided into double stalls, 
from 6 to 7 feet wide, and of coarse will contain more or less of them, accord- 
ing to their width, which will be determined somewhat by the size and kind 
i}f cattle kept in them. In the middle of every bent in the stables, which will 
of course be 121 feet apart, except in that bent where is a door, is inserted a 
dung window, 18 inches long and 15 inches high, closed by a sliding shutter 
inside. These stables have each two doors, one at the front end and one as 
above named, in the centre bent on the sides. The doors are 4 feet wide and 
run up 7i feet, to the level of the girt supporting the floor above. 

The stalls are partitioned from the passage or alley way before described, 
back 7 feet, with two inch plank, or inch boards if doable, and 5 feet high, to 
prevent the cattle interfering with each other. These stalls are framed by 
laying two light sticks of timber, say six inches square, parallel, the whole 
length of the stables, upon the beams connecting the stables and barn posts 

4 

together. One of these parallel sticks is exactly over the side of the manger 
next the alley ; the other 7 feet from it, into the stable. Either pin or spike 
these pieces strongly on to the beams. Then frame small posts, say 3 by 6 
inches, (the thin sides in the partitions,) from the floor, perpend icularlyj into 
them ; and on to these posts nail the partition planks. These posts and planks 
should be sound, strong wood, as the heaving, and rubbing and wrenching 
upon them by the cattle, will be severe. The bottom of the mangers should 
be about 18 inches above the floor, for cattle, and 2i feet for horses. They 
may be either perpendicular in the sides or flaring towards the top next the 
animal ; this last is the better way. Bottom supports and side cleats should 
be well spiked on to the sides of the partition planks to hold them. Planks 
18 inches high in front, and 2 feet next the alley, will be high enough to en- 
close the forage for the cattle. On the alley side a continuous line of one inch 
boards, nailed on to the partition posts for the stalls, will enclose that side of 
the mangers, and be stout enough, while H or 2 inch planks should be used 
next the cattle. A partition between the mangers should be made, so that eaeh 
should have its own separate allowance, where the cattle stand together. 
This should be of stout plank also, and as high as the front plank. The par- 
titions of the stalls of course keep the other sides of the mangers separate. 
The centre of the plank of the manger next the cattle, should be slightly cat 
out, like a new moon, to let the neck of the animal down while feeding. On 
each side of the stall, next the mangeri a staple and ring shonld be inserted^ 
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into which to sectnre the rope or chain which holds the animal. By Ihis 
course, the two cattle standing in the same stall are kept as much apart, so hx 
as interfering with each other's food and goring is concerned, as if in sepaiirte 
stalls, while they occupy less room, are more comfortahle and warmer i& 
winter than if each had a stall by itself. If upright stancheons, which shut 
in on. each sidie of the neck, are used, this will vary the manger arrangement 
altogether ; but as I disapprove that plan, I shall not further allude to it. 
Now, to prevent the cattle climbing their feet into the mangers, which they 
are very apt to do, spike a piece of scantling or a flatted pole over die top of 
the partitions^ lengthwise, «nd perpendicularly over the front of the manger, 
and the mangers are complete. A passage of three feet at each end of the 
stable, for access from the like passage in the barn, ii^ necessary, and the out- 
side of the outer stall should be set that distance Within. The comfort and 
cleanliness of the cattle will be enhanced by sinking the floor two inches, 
seven feet back from the mangers, so as to allow the stale to pass off*, and tjaua 
dung to drop below the floor they occupy ;.and this accomplished, the stable is 
finished. 

The adjoining sheds, attached by a section to the rear of the bam, will be 
readily understood. A leanto, like the stables just described, and on the same 
floor-level, is attached to the rear end of the barn, and extends indefinitely, 
according to the wants of the proprietor. I have made these extensions, on 
the ground plan submiit^, 64 feet, between the barn stables and the outer 
corner section. This leanto, next the barn, has a passage of 14* feet wide, 
from the main floor through it, declining 3 feet in the 16 feet width — a sharp 
inclination to be sure, but down which an empty cart or wagon can be man- 
aged with an ordinary horse or ox- team, by electing the floor with strips of 
plank. A double' door, corresponding with the main doors at the other end 
of the barn, is hung at the outer side. On each side of this floor-way is a 
room 34 by 16 feet. It may be divided into separate rooms, or mangered off 
into stables, as required, and the passages at the ends ef the bays of the main 
bmn and ^tables will accommodate the passage of their food to the animak 
within them. One of these rooms may bp used as a calf-house, always a 
necessary appendage to a stock barn ; the other may be fitted up as a ho£ipi<- 
tal, another important adjunct. A cow about to calve, or a sick animal, can 
always be accommodated in this ; and for such purposes, a room apart from 
other cattle is really necessary, and pays well for its construction. On a 
line with this leanto extend, each side, a shed of the same dimensions in 
height, and width 64 feet; thence turning at right angles, extends 116 feet, 
to the front line of the barn. This is put up in six bents of 16 feet each, and 
two of 10 feet each, forming the stables at the front ends. The sides next 
the hfon are opod for eight feet above the ground ; the remaining 12 feet 
•being boarde^d, and enclosing hay or straw lofts, with hay doors in every* 
other bent* A room, 16 Saet square, is made in each comer, (two of them,) 
which can be used for honring weak ewes, lambs, a bull stable, or any pur- 
22 
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pose required* The stables at each end will be convenient for teams of 
horses or oxen, or, th^y may be used for wagon houses, tool houseS| or other 
objects. Backs or mangers may be fitted up in those open sheds for feeding 
sheep or young cattle, and yards may be built adjoining, on the rear, six or 
eight in number, into which they may run, and be kept separate. Indeed, I 
cannot devise any better mode of keeping sheep than this. They maj; 
all come into the sheds to eat. Barred partitions may separate the different 
flocks. Bars may also enclose the opening in front, or they may, by tight 
boarding, be shut in altogether. 

Eave troughs and conductors should take the water from the roofs into cis- 
terns for the cattle. By underground pipes these cisterns can all be con- 
nected, if necessary, and the water of them all drawn from one alone, by a 
power pump. By thus collecting the water from the roofs, the yards will be 
kept dry, and a large quantity of water be constantly stored for the stqck in 
all weathers. It may be objected that ahed^ or one-sided roofs are given to 
the outer sheds attached to the bam instead of the common double-sided roof, 
which may be a trifle less expensive. The object of the one-sided roof is to 
throw the water falling upon them ott^side, instead of ^-side the yards, thus 
keeping them drier and cleaner. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Now, with the continued experience of twenty years, and a large stock of 
cattle, horses and sheep, f<3r the greater share of that time under my own im- 
mediate charge, and with a knowledge of the every day wants of a mixed 
stock, I cannot conceive of a plan affording more conveniences at so cheap a 
cost. For a stock breeding farm, a milk, butter or cheese dairy, for stall feed- 
ing cattle this arrangement is equally convenient. Cows should be tied up to 
milk ; these stables are jUst fitted for it. They want extra and separate feed- 
ing J these mangers will accommodate it. Bullocks are to be stall i^d. ; here 
are stalls, and ample [Preparation, and storage for all manner of food required. 
Is a sheep bam wanted ; b^ere is abundant storage for their fodder, and the 
sheds, which may be extended indefinitely, are at hand to house and pro- 
tect them perfectly. If grain be the object of the farmer, and little stock is 
kept, the main barn is the thing for it, and the sheds can be left off. 

A great merit I consider this plan to have over others is, that it contains a 
fixed prindpk of construction for a barn of any size, larger or smaller. It 
may be built on a small scale, or it may be much larger than the one sub- 
mitted. I can see no important 'objection to so extensive a range of building 
in connection, except that of fire. In case any part of it should barn, the 
whole would probably be destroyed. Few clusters of farm buildings, indieed, 
are otherwise, and I know of no way to remedy this objection but to tn^ttre ; 
and no man not able to lose his buildings without inconvenience, shoold 
neglect insurance. Besides this, the saving in labor and forage, with 'such a 
ban as this, will twice pay the insurance every year. 
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, The economy of labor in feeding stock in this barn will be seen, in the 
immediate proximity of the forage to the mangers. The long passage down 
the two sides and at the end, between the main barn and the stables, is used 
to throw the h^y into from the bays, and then it can be forked over at once 
into the mangers. Girts are to be framed into the barn posts next the alley, 
to keep the hay in place as it is mowed in from the fields. When the bays are 
full up to the eaves, a well hole is to be cut with the hay knife, from the top, 
outeide, next to the stables, and longitudinally near the centre of the bay, far 
enough down to push the hay into the alley for feeding. This hole is of 
course to be enlarged as the hay is fed out, and in a little time the whole side 
will be open. For cutting feed, the s^rea adjoining the main floor, where the 
outting-box stands, is convenient to the bays on either side. The granary 
over the horse power will hold all the grot^acf feed for mixing with the cut 
forage. 

The lofts over the sheds will bold a large quantity of forage for the cattle 
or sheep, which may be fed and sheltered there; and as forage of every kind 
is enough better, when sheltered from the weather, to pay for such shelter, it 
should always be stored ; and then, in all weathers, the cattle or sheep, dry 
and comfortable, can eat at their leisure. 8tep*ladders can be built at conve- 
nient places under the sheds to ascend into the lofts. 

It may be objected to putting the stables on to the side of the barn, when 
so frequent at plan is to have them in the body of it, under the bays.' The ob- 
jection to this latter mode is, that the stale of the cattle soon rots the sills, 
and exposes the whole structure to infirmity, whereas, if the stable sills decay, 
they may be readily replaced, at less expense than the others. Besides this, 
the convenience of low storage in the bay's is great, in the saving of labor, 
over that of pitching every thing so high over head. To this may be added, 
the whole concern is much warmer, eontradicting, in this case at least, the 
old adage, '^as cold as a barn ;" and still, perfect ventilation is given through 
the long ranges of alley all round, and the stable windows. 

PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION OF ICANURB. 

Believing that the best application of barn yard manure on the farm is to 
get it on to the fields where it is required, with the least possible delay after 
dropped from the cattle^ I should require but little shelter for it at the yard. 
But as both theory and practice diflfer in this regard, I can suggest no move 
economical method of protection to it, from the weather, than to run sections 
of the stable roof back sufficiently far to protect, as they are thrown from the 
windows, the dung heaps, from the storms. This may be cheaply done by 
rafters, say 6 to 10 feet long, according to the extent of protection required, 
running out just above the dung windows of the stables, and supported by 
braces from the sills, or posts set in the ground at their outer extremities, 
and covered with boards or shingles. iSuch expense, however, is hardly 
worth while, if the dung is to be applied in its raw state to the land, as strict 
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economy demands that it be taken, unfermented, on to the ground, where itsr 
gases and ammonia may at once be appropriated to the growing crop ; and if 
composting it be the object, a covered stercOrary in the yard, or under the 
sheds, where it would be already sneltered, is the better plan. In this very 
place the theory of compostinjgf manures may, in the manner in which it is 
usually done, in the economy of its preparation, and in the efficacy of its 
benefits, be seriously questioned. Composts are, as the name implies, com* 
positions of various fertilizing matter, mixed in mass, and each acting upon 
the other, by the aid of water and atmospheric air, assisted by turnins: up and 
mixing, hy hand labor, at sundry times. They thus decompose, and amal- 
gamate their various materials, each into the other, so as to become assimi- 
lated into one uniform quality of substance. Now, if the same material, in 
quality and quantity were thrown broadcast upon the soil, and ploughed or 
harrowed in, according to the requirement of the crop in hand, where the 
elements would dislodge its ammonia and gases, while the soil and the grow- 
ing crop appropriated them as they passed o% instead of permitting all this 
fertilizing matter to escape* into the atmosphere, as is the case in the work. 
ings of the compost heap, and leaving a mass of effete matter, by gardeners 
pre-eminently called rotted manure^ the benefits of such process, to my mind, 
can admit of little question. The destruction of noxious seeds 1 conceive to 
be its chief merit, as that is the first virtue always claimed for it by its advo- 
cates. But as this is only incidental to the subject of protecting manures, in 
connection with the plan of barn and stabling befose you, and partly explana- 
tory of this branch of the accommodation required in a coniplete bam establish- 
ment, I will not pursue the discussion. It will be seen that abundant conve- 
niences exist for the housing and protection of manures. . 

To sum up the various merits claimed for a barn so comprehensive as this 
in its accommodation, and justify the expense of its construction, larger or 
smaller, as the circumstances of the farm may require,, more is scarcely 
necessary than to say, that all kinds of forage and farm products should be 
stored under shelter, for economical p/eservation and use. All kinds of stock, 
within the climate of the State of New York, should be sheltered. These are 
quite as important as to cultivate and grow the crops, either for market or 
which the stock are to consume, in the best manner, or to produce and care 
for the life of the stock at the first. The saving in expenditure of the crops, 
and the greatest possible benefit to the stock in feeding them, together with 
due provision for their warmth and comfort, is a part of the system of good 
husbandry, and without these the system is imperfect. To efiect this, a full 
and complete barn establishment is necessary — as much so as good fences, 
clean fields, a fertile isoil, and a thorough understanding of his vocation, is to 
the prosperity of the farmer himself. 

CONSTRUCTION. 

This barn and attachments are built of wood. The sills aH; of white oak, 
that being the most durable timber in this region. Chestnut, black walnut, 
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pine OT locust will do as well. The other frame timbers may be of any kind 
of wood, as being dry they are not liable to decay. The sills may stand upon 
blocks of durable timber, set endwise in tbe ground, two feet below the sur- 
face, and the outside planked up to keep out the cold ; or they may be under- 
pinned with stone, laid dry or in mortar — the last plan altogether the best, 
but the first will do for several year«> ah4 the stone work laid afterwards. 
The sides are povered with pine boards, laid on vertically ; the seams or joints 
battened with strips three inches wide, and the doors and the windows hung 
and fastened in a substantial manner. Thus the whdle building is dry, warm, 
convenient, and comfortable, to man and to beast. 

COST. 

The cost of this structure, on the plan submitted, it is difficult to state, 
depending much on the price of lumber, which varies to the extent of fifty 
per centv: — even more in dififerent sections of the country ; and as hewn timber, 
scantling, planks, boards and shingles, are the bulk of the material, the expense 
must vary accordingly as tl^ese articles are cl&eap or dear. Labor, iron work 
and nails difi!er litde in prices all over, the country. If stone underpinning 
be laid, it will add $500 to the cost over wooden blocks* With the latter, 
in a lumber country the whole establishment may be built for $2,000. It will 
be cheap at that. With stone underpinning, complete, and boards at $12 to 
$15 per 1,000 feet, and other lumber in proportion, it may cost $3,000 to 
$3,500, depending somewhat pn the finish given to it, which may be either 
increased or curtailed at pleasure. In the essentials, however, no part pf the 
construction should hp neglected. 

After so fully describing the various parts of the structure, and their dif- 
ferent accommodation ^o the numerous purposes demanded^ it itiay appear 
8uperfiuous to make a formal array of claims to its superiority over other 
structures of the kind. These may, however, be condensed into: compact- 
ness of arrangement and storage ^. accommodation to all the varieties of crop 
on the farm ; economy, in feeding out the forage ; saving of labor in that de- 
partment, by the convenient and compact lodgment of the stock, in connection 
with the food which they are to .consume ; the convenience and cheapness in 
the arrangement of the machinery, driven by either hand or horse power ; 
exceeding ^convenience of the yards to all kinds of f^arm stock. In all these 
a great amount of manual labor, is $aved — a most important item with the 
farmer. And last of all, in the appearance of this group of buildings there is 
a comfort, a fitness and a corresponding character with the farm itself, which 
«hould commend itself to the consideration of ev^ry husbandman requiring 
buildings of the kind. 

LEWIS F. ALLEN. 

Buffalo^ Jan*y 30, 1854. 
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BABN MANAGEMENT. 

Having completed the barn arrangement and its connected structures, it 
now remains to look into the administration of its stores, after the summer 
and autumn harvests have been gathered within its ample enclosures. 

It is related of a distinguished capitalist of our State, that when a young 
man went to him with the question "how he should go to work to make a 
fortune 1" the reply was, **Why the easiest thing in the world ! Put a hundred 
thousand dollars at interest, and add the annual accumulation to the prin- 
cipal, which also place on interest. Follow it for thirty years, and you will 
be a rich man." "Very true," replied the inquirer, "but where am I to get 
the hundred thousand dollars to start with 1" "Ah, that is another matter !" 
said the man of millions. "If you have not the capital to begin upon^ I can 
not advise you." So the first suggestion towards perfect barn management 
which I w^ould name, is, provide competent buildings to give perfect shelter 
to all the crops and stock on the farm requiring protection ; for without this 
important item an imperfect administration of barn affairs must be the conse- 
quence ; and like the rich man's reply, without this prerequisite, any certain 
course q| direction must be at fault. As, however, theoretically, the build- 
ings are provided, the course of procedure will be detailed. 

In the first place it is premised that the barn is accommodated with a horse 
power, which is to drive a thrashing machine and cleaning apparatus for grain, 
a cuttiug-bo:ic for straw, hay and stalks, and possibly, if a really good one can 
be found, a crushing machine for coarse grains. In ati adjoining building^ 
perhaps, is a steaming apparatus for cooking and softening the food for a por- 
tion of the stock. These are all necessary for the perfection of stock keeping 
in the winter. The hay and grain should be stored in the barn, in such a 
manner that it maybe accessible, each by itself, whenever it may be wanted, 
without removing a mass of superincumbent forage which covers it ; as every 
removal of the kind, to some extent, wastes and injures it, besides the loss of 
labor it involves. When the grain is thrashed, the straw should still be kept 
under cover, if there be room for it ; for the moment it goes out of doors, let 
it be ever so well stacked, more or less waste and depreciation in quality is 
the consequence. If it is to he ciU up for stock feeding, its storage inside is 
certainly an advantage ; and if to be fed Umg^ under the sheds to outside 
cattle, if carried out to them direct from the barn, or thrown down 'from 
the lofts over head, it comes out . clean, bright and palatable. In whatever 
light, therefore, storage is viewed, it is beneficial to the straw of all cereal 
grains, and even to that of buckwheat, peas and beans. Indian corn stalks are 
also included, together with all the hay that is intended to be fed on the farm. 

Having stable room enough, every neat animal, or creature larger than a 
sheep, should be tied up in a stall by itself, .excepting perhaps, calves, wh^ 
may run, to the extent of ten or a dozen, or even up to twenty, in number, w 
a stable or building, loose by themselves. They should have ample room 
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under cover, and an open yard besides. The advantage of having each creature* 
stabled apart, by itself, that it may have its own proper food, in proper time, 
quantity and quality, is greater than is usually supposed, as stock, even in 
the same herd, differ much in their appetites and habits< Sheep may run in 
very considerable flocks, with sheds to go in and out at pleasure, with feeding 
racks, or mangers beneath, that storms shall not affect them while feeding, 
nor injure their food by falling upon it. Any number of sheep, not exceeding 
two or three hundred, dependent much upon the size of the enclosure, may be 
wintered together. Even a greater number may be safely kept in a single 
flock, provided they be not crowded, and are of equal size and age, so that 
portions of them be not thrust out of the way by the others when feeding, 
and^exposed to storms, when they should be at rest. It is all-important that 
sheep should be thoroughly assorted when going into winter ,quarters — ^tl^e 
old ones by themselves, and the lambs separate from all others, as each of 
these require warmer shelter, choicer food and closer attention than the 
others. Dryness under foot, particularly, is every thing to a sheep, next to 
food ; and shelter over head, although not indispensable in our climate, will 
pay in their increased fleece and the lessened quantity of food they consume. 

WINTER FEEDING. 

The sjtoCk being brought into winter quarters, if the large animals are 
•tabled, each one should have its own stall, where it is to remain throughout 
the foddering season, and not be changed. After being wonted, they will find 
their own stalls, when returning to the stables, with perfect ease ; they feed 
more quietly, and are every way better contented than when changed about, 
and have no permanent abiding place of their own. Their places once ar- 
ranged, all the stock should be fed, so far as is possible, by the sanje hands, 
and at the same hours. To oiie who has obverved them, it is surprising to 
find how animals are affected by subjection to a strict system in all things. 
The herdsman, if he be a fit man for his business, gets to know the habit and 
appetite of every animal under his charge, and treats them accordingly. He 
will save ten to twenty per cent, of food in a winter's keeping, over what ir- 
regular attendants would do, and the cattle be better in temper and condition' 
So with sheep. They are the quietest and most docile creatures in the world, 
or the shyest and most timid, as they are treated by those who look after 
them. Shepherds and herdsmen should always love those creatures with 
whose care they are entrusted. Coarse fodder may sometimes advantageously 
be fed out, under sheds, in racks or mangers, to stabled cattle, after being let 
out in the morning and watered. But this should be chiefly in severe and 
dry weather. As with sheep, cattle thus let out should be so assorted that 
the strong may not overrun the weak; or, where the climate is not too severe, 
and the shelters good, young cattle may run out in the yard, or under sheds, 
at will. To pursue this system economically, however, the yard and floor of 
the sheds should be well drained and the animals properly bedded. ' 
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CUTTING STRAW AND OTHER FORAGE. 

The price of hay, straw and other coarse forage, will much govern the 
policy of cutting it for stock. The convenience a'nd cost of coarse grains, 
ground into meal, must also be consulted. All these should be made a matter 
of strict calculation, together with the cost of increased labor to do the work, 
which is about double to that of feeding long fofage. So far as the hay itself 
is concerned, the cutting it better prepares it for the stomach of the animal, 
saving much labor in mastication, it is quicker eaten and easier digested. 
Even if no meal is put upon good English hay, it is much better cut than 
uncut, for any animal, and moistened, with a trifle of salt in the water, they 
will eat it more readily ; so also with coarser forage — ^but with bran, common 
mill feed, ground oats, com, rye or buckwheat upon it, cut and moistened, 
the coarsest straw ef all kinds is eaten up clean, and according to the quantity 
of meal upon it, with gfreater economy than hay alone. Sheep, as well as 
cattle and horses, are very partial to it. Laboring oxen and horses should, 
when kept up, always have plenty of cut food, when it is possible to provide 
it for them. There is a saving of at least twenty-five per cent, in using cut 
feed and meal, over long hay and whole grain, besides enabling the animals 
to eat it in half the time. As applied to other stock, it must be a matter of 
calculation and convenience which method to pursue.' 

Water is one of the chief essentials in the stock yard. Where it is not 
available by a near stream or spring, or cannot be thrown into the yards by a 
water ram, pipes,' or pu^iped from a well, cisterns should be constructed and 
the roof watey conducted into them. The horse power will work the puotps, 
to which they can be cheaply attached. In good cisterns, water will keep all 
summer. It is computed that every ten feet square, or a hundred square feet 
of roof will yield five hogsheads of water per annum. An estimate may thus 
be very accurately formed of the size which cisterns must be made to hold 
the annual drainage of the roofs. When it is not necessary for cattle to 
remain in the yards for feeding, after watering, the sooner they are secured 
back in their stables the better. They are more content there than elsewhere, 
and lie snug and warm out of harm's way. If there be plenty of straw, the 
catt|e should be liberally vbedded ; it keeps them clean and warm, and the 
litter becomes thus better fitted for manure. The stables should be c)eaned 
at n^ht as well as in the morning. Cleanliness is indispensable to the health 
^n^ comfort of all descriptions of farm stock. 

DISPOSITION OF MANITKE. * 

As to the mani^re^ the sooner it is on the land aftqr it is out of the stable, 
the better; therefore I should not get up expensive comppst accommodations 
m the yards for its manufacture. Yet, if such preparation be necessary, a 
loagk circular shed may be constructed centrally in the chief yard, where the 
4mnage of the buildings may centre — a scooped depression being made for 
that purpose-Hiod underneath it the manure may be daily brought in wheel* 
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barrows, direct from the stables. As composting manures 'is a trade by itself, 
it need not receive further notice here. A deposit thus formed, where the 
runnings of the yard may converge, and the coarse litter, and all absorbent 
matter may be throvsrn to take it up, will probably furnish as valuable and 
economical a muck heap as can be invented, and it may remain thus sheltered 
until the necessities or conven^ience of the farm requires its removfil. 

A general summing up of the beat barn management may be thus: Ample 
and convenient bam and stable accommodations for all the grain, forage and 
stock of the farm ; horse power machinery to aid in bringing every product 
into marketable or consumable condition, with the least delay and at the least 
expense; thorough regularity in feeding every kind of stock on the farm with 
that food most suitable to their growth, or their milking or fattening develop- 
ments; an habitual economy and system in every department, regarding time, 
forage, litter and manure. Let nothing be lost^ — waste enriches none, but 
impoverishes all. • » 

LEWIS F. ALLEN 
Buffalo, February^ 1854. 



STATISTICAL TABLES 

OP THE AGRICULTimAL PRODUCTS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 



The tables following are prepared from official returns at the 

* 

Census office in Washington, and are valuable for the sake of 
reference as to the actual state of our Agriculture in 1850} and 
also, to show what an immense surface yet remains to be developed 
in the State. 
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MERCER COUNTY. 

ADDRESS DSUTSBED BBFOBB THE MEECEE COimTT AaBICiri.TirEAL SOCIETY, Xt 
ITS ANNUAL MEETING, ON THE TWENTIETH OF SEPTEMBER, 1853, B7 JAMB0 
GOWEN, ESQ., OF MOUNT AIBY. 



pt has been thought proper, in the preparation of this year's 
of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society, to re-repnblish this rtitf 
practical address on account of the numerous errors occurring in it, through 
tha great haste with which the laat volwne was hurried through the office of 
the State Printer, to meet the demand for the work hy the members of th^ 
Legislature. — r. c. w.] 



' •* 



At a meeting of the Mercer County Agricultural Society, held on their 
exhibition ground, the 20th instant, the following resolution was offered and 
unanimously adopted, to wit : 

Resolved^ That the thi^nks of this society be tendered to James Gowen, Esq.^ 
for the able address which he has this day delivered to us, and that he be re-> 
quested to furnish the society with a copy of the same for publication. 



Mercer, September 21, 1853. 
James Gowen, Esq. — Dear Sir : In pursuance of the above resolution, per- 
mit me, on behalf of the Mercer County Agricultural Society, to request that^ 
at your earliest convenience, you will furnish the society with a copy, for 
publication, of the excellent address you delivered at their late annual exhi- 
bition. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

W. MAXW£I«L, 



' Dear 59ir : In complying with the request of thl» Meroer County Agtiei^lteral 

Society, as I cheerfully do, permit me ' to hope that the address, whM piib- 

Ihthed, wiB serve asr a mementd of €h6 kind feelitrgft reciprocated fay tke jaem- 

ti^rs of your respectable sbciety and myself, during my visit to fom beattlifiol 

ttg^oiij as weS as,- in some degree, to prdniote the interoBts of Agrioidtiire fas 

Western Pennsylvania,- 

Very respbotfuUy, : . .^ 

< . ' . Tour obedieat^^curvanty .. *; 

. . . jAUjies cwwisi^l 



•- • *«NW^ 
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ADDItBSS. 

Jtrm^Pr.^denfy tfi^d Genilemen of the Mercer CourUy Jlgricvliurai Society: 

\7hen you did me the honor to invite me to address you, on the occasion 
of this your annual agricultural exhibition, my engagements at home were 
80 numerous and pressing, that it seemed almost impossible that I should be^ 
able to comply wttl^ your inTitatioD. Tb« little time, too, that was to inter- 
vene, until I should have to appear before you, affording but so brief a spa^ 
for preparation, with the distance I should have to travel befoi^ I reached you,> 
all tended to increase the difficulties of the case. These difficulties coutA 
only have been bvercome by the' devotion diat has ahAost,' I Inight «ay, b»^ 
edme a passion in me, for the proraotioa of Agticultiare — a devotioft thart 
neither years of labor in the cause, nor the disappointments that sometime* 
attended my best effi)rts, could either abate or measurably subdue ; and there^ 
fore it is that I am here — ^here, for the filrst time, in Western Pennsylvania* 

Another reason why t could not refuse your request was; that I* was, as 
many of you know, among the foremost, if not the first, in calling the attcn-'* 
tion of the farmers of Pennsylvania to the necelssity of organizing a State 
Agricultural Society, as a means of awakening every part of the State to a 
sense of the expediency of forming county associations, for the purpose of 
eliciting and diffusing, mutually, the benefits to be derived from a combined 
effort in promoting the prosperity, intelligence and dignity of the landed in** 
terest — the much neglected, though most important interest of the country. 
Prominent then as I was, as a promoter of those organizations, it could not be- 
that when one of those societies, which had sprung into existence through 
my efiTorts, and in accordance with the hopes and anticipations I had cher- 
ished, called upon me to address them on the occasion of their annual exhU * 
tion,*it could not be, I repeat, that either the fatigues of the journey, or home 
cares and engagements, could afford, to my apprehension, a satisfactory ex* 
euse for declining a task whnh a. sense of duty 'SO sternly eigoined I should 
undertake* ' How well or ill I migiit perform that task, as afiecting your ex*^ 
peetations, was not so much a consider»tion with me, as that I sfaenU piore 
myself willing to do the best I eould for the cause I Mt myself bomid te 
s^ve^ iad '{>reasele* 

' - Agmukfaral eskikilioiis bav» ever -beear with mea ISMrotaite. eBcpedj^nt^ 
wli^»hy''a knd^Me- emelofttott and* rivaling might be. piomoied emoag" tbp 
tWeis of the soil, and ler sevre as a rallying peint, where, in the ffn^mm-^ 
>eaeli odier, they nbigfat kara 49- hs«e raofe eofifideuee in tbempelv^ aiid*ljg^ 
•emalttting the pro gre s s of oikpre, seatah a i^ark of tiiat spirit mid entei^is% 
80 luminous now-a-days, in the track of the busy thioiig^that rS^e poahing' 
along and going ahead with«vailR)ad i|pMl* ^'It grieved me to peteeive that 
the farmers, as aMMsif^eittled MgcrdicMM of the position, however low or eb- 
sedle, t^iSgnbd tot&em ; appearing ever content to labor unrequited and un« 
hMoted $ eemplaiaiog net, nor alten^rting to rev^HMe tbe'de6N»4k|Mash$oii$ 



follj and pjretonsipn bad recorded to tli#ir pMyvdieeu Bodb wImnU aol, I 
thonght, be the conditioii of the (nprnt^ 9pi calling or ptofearion ia in itaetf 
ao intrinaically independent, that it seema strange (unlesa there is aomethfag 
in the soil with which he deala that deadens, or in the air he breathea that* 
bewilders his facnlties,) that he should not have the sense and spirit to stand 
more erect, and battle manfully for that lofty position, which is his lightfuj 
heritage! 

^ To the husbandman, under Providence, is committed the bounties of the 
field and seasons, and upon his ipanagement depend, not only the wealth of 
t^e nalion, but the daily^ su^e^ance of every man, whether rich or pooc, 
hj iQh oriow. Plenty and scarcity, fulness and famine, in a great measure 
JiBf0fki upon the for^^igh^ skili and energy of the fananer ; he holds the veri* 
table, cornucopia, and sfn io^g as it is. found in condition of tonning jfalness, 
poncing oat ^tbe invigDrating comfoita ef sustenance, scloog does the hnmaa 
fan^ily was atrong, rejpioi^g in the enjpyment.of health and vigor! -Let it- 
give but a partial aopply^ or .none, feebleness and laagnor^ famine and pead* 
leno9,4»iaod over fdl and enshroud every living creature ! Is there a man so 
obtnae or insenaible, whether mec^aiiic.or manufacturer, merchant or profes- 
aional man, aa not to.penseive how indeapensable are the functiona of the 
farmer 1 Why should he not be held as ordinarily intelligent, with percep- 
tions capable pf penetrating the hidden operations of nature, sor far as they 
lie :within his.spbe^e of action] profiting by all that is deducible from^ or 
observably in her teachiags 1 And is it not. a repivoach to us farmers, if we 
do not establish our claim to this high, consideration, and prove that we are 
not the dull unenlightened drudges we are supposed to be-r-good but so far . 
as material strei^gth n^y serve, to tpil with other working aninmls of .the 
field! , . 

A^priddtaml exhibitions are the {HreearBors of improvement--^they are eami* 
nently ealdulated to uat^Bt the altenlion of. the *apaAhetio-^o break in>npeii 
the duU. moniaftony that pnevades the. lacality. whera the fair is hotd« -'Bbrnf 
ate as interesting aa thay aie ias^apti^, a»d.ii^W fail* if pspop^rly coadii^* 
ted,voC isspaeeaiagja aalnta«y and nb M i is g - infiMoceiUyon the mindf^of^ali ^wh» * 
have..pairtifii|lailedinllMicinls«astiajg dtiq[>]ayiaft4 inMofnl Baaocalaoft, Wdlhva 
"their enelosares are to be found the best specimens of him Btook« the i^lusiaeil 
v^iilisaiof seedsytsampka of tfas besikL4UiqM# imfffOvfA impiemenla of huatei*> 
dry^ spaeimans of hoaaehold manwfactnrt^ butler^ ebaase' and poabryi alli' 
anang adiea the inspeslieii of the curiftusy and ahatlangiag eompsiitisft. Who 
can laolf{iip#R each a saenatandinot bA ^tinakwithia daiy sanaatof itandhtyv- 
and whAt fanair, however. aaUgbtanedjibiiti nay addisomathnpig.tn ha atOcJo^ 
of loMHWiedia, oa httve.baa dotthtsrramwrad as to Ihft eyeeUenaa of some bieed 
of fsam slook^iOrdiaMpabiliey'af^sonieaBifdaBawt^rvhjeh^rhfadiif uaad^ 
for the^wMricit/^ima. designed tarexecaisrl 'And; uriw^ean'beiiaseiMMUa totab« > 
adfantagss of. aaokan.oppottniiiitFiovran lAteipahattge'Ofic^^HtiMLiqpmii'tfaBi^ 
dthaory and foaetiea of onltaxe andhaabandry» upQii.Mili^ an4*h»jrfat»iti(Wi * 



,<if itfffii and mmnwm to mcf^ Wdtty tec^dcti^^ity i The«e, wiik the frieiiffly 
gren^mgBf Ae iwival of old aoqniiintatieesUps, and the fonuation of new 
friendsiq^, give to the «ee|ie a holiday fre6hness*-e dash of rural fdicity, 
tfaat><oiiipeniates for many a long asfd solitary'day of toil upon the farm. 

Bat exhibitions should be kept within their primitive and legitimate bounds. 

If they should be permitted to run into ridiculous frolic, fun and folly, then 

■goOd-bye to all the hopes of improvement, cherished through their Qieans, by 

those who labored sedulously to promote them. If mountebanks, venders of 

fiioiBlirums, oate sharpers *and monstrosities, with aliftheir base and degradiog' 

.coni^tmtants, b^ tolerated, andthehr* iniquitous jugglery be played off before 

the 0y%9* Of lRi%ophisticated farrttirs ahd their families, it \^ere better that' 

Agrieah«ml Fairs itnd eatlle sitK>ws were aboHshed.] fbr who can answ*er ibr 

ithe 'eoosequenoes of such demoralizing seeriesi Visitor^ are liable to"be~ 

xlrawEL-odf from the veai objects of the exhibition by the lures of those- 

impo9*Qls, and madttithe Wetims of their heartless iliiposdtions. '8om^ youth,* 

perohiiiiee, may^'bei taken with the spirit of their adiPoitness and manner^ and*' 

beoowe ai^acted with a moral leprosy that iftay elesfvd to him for the^ t«main^' 

der-ofrJbis daysk-a rolish for theft*' triekerywllt' blight ^ 'dfstate for hontet^i 

indiMtryv and lead hian into the ways of the idle atid- ))rOdigat^, tife.hambug 

or mountebank, the gamUsr Of pirkpttcktft. 

• The State Societies are obnoxious to those objections ; their exhibitions 
seem to be held more with a .view of drawing together a monstrous crowd 
or multftade, to put money In the purse and to gain popular eclat, than to 
protnete, earnestly and appropriately, the cause of Agriculture. Farm stock, 
implements, &c., are, it is true, in abundance; but then, where is the chance' 
of fixing the attention of visitors upon theBe,> or of holding discussions on 
their qualities, when along their.borders and within their very grounds are t6 
bi^ safsiithe fiaantkig 8igiM:of moufitebanksy offering ti» slNm woeftetNT^atldii 
s^(JvlaimparaHeied,«nd(tneksino0mprekenifcihk, f&t a <<''loveinpeniiy'h(t!'*A^i 
WhUtf^ai dozen of duroataat atime, rise* abote the ovdittlGrynoisO) Vei0ffsira4;infg : 
at ibsk higheftt pitofa, ireftodunemkiticHia^ o^ ' the i«faillable' tiostrttms ' they &t% t 
v^4iii9t. tO'eaeduloua. cvivda gftdieied«r6««d theb Mftttda; and evev and*) 
anoi^ .thiiible?iiig|gpen&«iid ]mk|poaiaitta a»e^pI y| iag^ tiMOT inafaii<iwB* trades, imdo^ ' 
tectf«l §miA tha gdnerai oQnfa8io& o£ this ^cHsgv^ting Babel ! ' Another gnsst 
sovtrntk of. jeval spriagH M- neceaBEOtyi fnomv'at is ntiderotal to^ ther inordkiaiiiii 
d^inaJoi^ SMsiatdr cxhibiiaon8,.aaMi tkattiSy iboy diust-he hiel4-atoriie«rtOr\ 
c&iea>>i& order that lodgiaf maybe' hnd'fof^'tiie niultaftiidK»^»aiid«i'«rd«fto>^ 
obtfuiirlbsilaig«it«iiBi poaaiUo t'rotn the inhabitanta, by way of bonus, fot^tli^i^ 
favotf of the ^xfcibitimiy to- aid* fn^ 4efray tng th^ ^^x^ensos' of 'tli<e ilioiev^ ' 'Sii^h "^ 
^kic^s^nldom-fail ef^jria^ their doe tiiBire of. rowdies and jruifiaa^j'^adtheasM 
are ^ne to pecteifltatfe tbcmstliraa up«a l^^etithilitioiy^acmiidvaadif fi^^ 
jrestnrfnad by. as ^onreiiMinrorii^ polite, wiii'pa9petrate9arlou»<ifitfages,vatttb 
furtiiiidiagfaauigyasd!d€iepeftiiig>llMe 'diaguat'wiileh amh o^sj^aviaole, t«kai« ' 
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These scenes are not unaglnary — they are fouaded in fact/anX are pointe8 
at through a sense of duty, and under deep concern for the influence ihey 
may exert upon the public mind, especially upon the rising generation. ' If 
instead of presenting, as naturally they should, so interesting and respectable 
an assemblage as this now before me, with nothing to offend against propriety 
or good tastCi but all in harmony with the peaceable and honorable ptrsuits 
of Agriculture,, they exhibit scenes of depravity, wild and vicious incongruity, 
they rau3t be regarded as dangerous nuisances, that should be abated for the 
same reasons that have placed horse*racing under the ban of pnblie opinion. In 
this connection I observed recently that among the premiums offired at a forth* 
coming exhibition, east of us, were several to young females, under a certain 
age, for the best performance on horseback, or the best ftmah hdrsemanship.^ 
Now, in the name of sense and propriety, what have sudi feaits to do with 
Agriculture 1 If it were to train up candidates Ibr the circus or hippo&^oaie, 
the race-ground would be a more fitting arena for the purpose than the enele* 
flure of an Agricultural Fair and Cattle Show. And how mast the modesty 
of a young girl be outraged, if she be subjected to the vulgar gaze and -eom^ 
nents of the crowd, and her sense of delicacy blunted, if she receive n 
pecuniary reward for the exhibition of her person and prowess 1 What shonhi 
fathers, mothers and brothers think of the consequences likely to ensue to a 
daughter or sister thue tempted to forego the native delicacy and bashfulness 
inherent in the gentler sex % 

Of the popular improvements agitated of late, Agricultural education has 
claimed, as its importance deserved, a due share of consideration ; its benefits 
have been freely discussed and enkrged upon by the Agicicultural press. In- 
ferences have been drawn and illustrations given, of the utility of the system 
of training practised in the Agricultural seminaries of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and other parts of Europe. Enlightened and patriotic travelers 
from this side the Atlantic, while sojourning abroad,, have visited '4hose 
schools, and have borne tmqualified testimony in their favor \ amotigthesej 
I may mention Professor Bache, now the head of the coasit survey, who, when 
appointed president of the Gtrard College, visited Europe for ttie purpose of 
looking into educational systems and training, bearing sembitmce to' the iastii- 
tution over which he was to preside ; and here I tt>ay say, that h was a ndis- 
fortune greatly to be deplored by the orphans of Pennsylvania, that the pecu* 
niary embarrassments of the city of Philadelphia, involving>the college fund, 
suspended the opening of the college, and lost to it a president, whose profound 
scholarship and enlightened philanthr<^y so pre-eminenjdy fitted hlm&r the 
station, that never perhaps again will it be the good fortaneof the eoilege to pes- 
sess his equal. This feeble tribute to a good and gifted mail caAtoOt be consider* 
ed ont of place here, when it is understood that he was notunntindlul of the in* 
t^rests of AgrieuUure, but labored in itshehalf » . Re visited Agricuhmttl schools 
iidirQad, took notes of their woridnge, and brought home'speeialT<iJj[)ortsof many 
of diem« He did more ; he collectedi in fkrming didtiiets abroad» a laige'toHec^ 
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$^ af; ti^%^ whifA. muiit have jpecfuired pdneh time and ^ins ; am<MB^-thfiyiH 

tjiie greatest, and best varieties of wheat, put up in phiajs, sealed and labelled, 
tbat were ever seen before or since in this country ; they would have proved 
of incalculable value^ and through recurring harvests have made the name of 
Professor A. D. Bache as familiar among husbandmen as it is among men of 
scien^ and learning of the present day ; but unfortunately the city councils, 
to whose custody the seeds were committed, neglected to distribute them 
until the wevil had entirely destroyed them. 

^ iThe bte Mx«,Colemao« an intelligent and devoted tLgriculturist, during. his 
•grioi^Uural tqur, .paid pai^ticular atte¥iti9n to tb^99. schools, and speaks of 
tbem in term's of commend^tioa ; but there the schools are in charge of well- 
hr^ men,, men of eduoat^n, ironed and educated for the proper dischax^e of 
^uti^s so, ainpo];tant %o the qommunity« Norwal schools are founded for th0 
cofil^e^ purpon^ of training teasers fmd fissistivi^^ts for the agricultural school^^ 
Indeed, no oni^ would pretend to offer himself a$ a teacher, unless he could 
pijodiojce a diploma or certificate from sonie accredited institution. Such 
qua^fipatioosaa these we do.not p^s^s^ heii^, nor can we have them, uniesa 
suitable persons are sent abroad to study a coux^ of #cii9oti6c agrioultore a( 
fcbools such as Temple Moyle, near Londonderry^ o^ Glasnevin, i^ear Dublin, 
in Ireland — either this, or procuring the services, of some experienced pro* 
fessors from abroad to take charge, for a time, of a college, will be necessary, 
should we be able to found such an institution. ^^Begin right," is a gpod 
maxim, and I am sure there is nothing that demands the exercise of more 
caution, more discretion, than the choice of a principal of an agricultural 
college or school, upon the good or bad management of which such vast 
interests depend. We have, it is true, many able chemists, botanists, geolo- 
exists, &c., but these, however clever in the abstract, would make but indifferent 

teachers of systematic, practical agriculture. 

' . • • • 

. If your spcieity should deem it expedient to jBstablish an agricultural school^ 
I would advise, as the best that could be dovvB cinder the circumstances, that 
you devote a farm an^ suitable buildings to the. purpose, and engage the best 
pjj^ctical farmer available, to instruct yo,u]r youths in the mpst improved 
methods, known to him and you, in the practice of oulture and husbandry—- 
and that jpn provide also a good schoolmaster, capable of instructing to the. 
epEtent that is embraced in our grammar schools j the whole to be under thQ 
supervision of a committee, who should visit weekly, at least, to witness the 
operations, suggest improvements, correct abuses, and encourage merit. On 
fh^ farmi experiments could be . made ii^ tillage} m^pures, seeds and orops^ 
tha^ would, if properly conducted, bf^ of .lasting beaefit to the county, to aji^ 
^tent that cpu^d, not possibly ^nsue from the ^orts of any Qne individual oa 
9ja isolated farnu . .Titxet di^erent breeds of cf^ttle , co^ld likewise be, experi- 
mi^^ted YP9^.i V^^ ^^- ^^ f|eftabli^bed. $iiig|l9 ipjuf series of frjcut and .otroa? 
men^frljtreipsf^jojight be.p?;9J5tfbly.pi:9.pag3Je^, wbjl^.t^e studjeots^ l{j[ altejcnajta-. 
Ijr WQjkif».<*,fcte ftfPt,«Vi*?« ft»4.nHjfefy .gjRRuds, and.stijdjjisg iA sch9oI, 
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would bo eo&firmdt tii proper habits ot mduMry and teonotAjj and become^ 
Tespectable husbandmen' and intelligent citizene — ^gratefully retrospeetiugf 

with the poet — 

» 

<< Thankt to their Mends for their care in their breedings 
Who tanght them betimes to love woiking and reading." 

The products of the farm, the trec« and cattle raised, with ^he inco^ie for 
tuition, to say nothing of the improved condition of the land, woaid, in a 
few years leave a balance in favor of this experimental farm and farm-school •- 
But should you entrust its-management to some cate, unscrupulous, self-styled ' 
Professor of Scientific Agriculture, who will presumptuously overwhelm you 
with strange terms of agrieultuval chemistry, taken from Liebig and Johnson, 
of which he knows not the import himself, and astonish you with strange 
implements, in no wise useful but in the line of humbug, then will you have 
to deplore the credulity that led you to trust to the prospectus of a quack, with 
its array of ill-gotten and ill-used names, en4orsing his pretentions. Better 
tfian thus experiment, you had never heard of Scientific Agriculture. — The 
science that is substituted for honesty, whether in agriculture or any other 
culture, is a vilianous science. 

The little knowledge I have of the soil of your county, being a perfect 
stranger to it, or the practice that obtains with you, the crops usually culti- 
vated, their culture or rotation, or the character of your husbandry, will not 
enable me to address myself so especially to your condition as otherwise I 
certainly would, in all frankness be inclined to do, even to the rebuking of 
your practice, did I know aught in it that was prejudical to your own interests ^ 
or the cause of agriculture in general; I car but remark on things deemed 
applicable as I imagine them to be, in 4 county rather remote from a market, * 
and where, owing to a sparse population, land is cheap, and farm hands pro- 
portionately scarce and dear, leading to a not very dose or careful practice in ' 
culture, lest the time and labor bestowed in cultivating would be dispropor- 
•tioned to the^'value of the crop raised* 

Assuming, then, that this is prima facia the case, as the lawyers would say, 
yet perhaps a closer investigation might reveal, or lead to a difierent conclu- 
sion, as to practice. I shall, however, attempt to enforce the rule that 
^'whatever is worth doing at all, is worth doing well." First, then, is not 
the land your own, and must it not be conceded, that whatever tends to enrich 
or promote its fertility, enhances its value, and makes you the richer 1 It 
might happen, that though a good crop produced by thorough culture would 
not in itself compensate for the expense incurred in producing it, yet the 
farmer, in the long run, might be largely the gainer from the improved condi- 
tion in which the land was left, by reason of the pains and labor bestowed 
upon it while cultivating the crop. It is not altogether to the market value 
of the one, or first crop, that' the farmer is to look for remuneration, but to re- 
gard also, as an item of profit, the facility in producing, and the abundance 
of the sneeeeding crops, through having well and wisely broken up or pre- 
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pared his land for the first or former crop. I need scajrcely -iliiistrate tbia 
farther, for every farmer, of ordinary experience, may calculate the profits and' 
advantages, that follow in the 'train of (one well done job in this connection on 
the farm. One good deep ploughing^ removing stones and other obstructions, 
though consuming a little more time at first, will render that operation ever 
after *6f easy execution, so that in the end, much time shall have been saved, 
to say nothing of the fine crops that shoot up luxuriantly ever after, from the 
well prepared mold, in which their roots repose and feed, by reason of the 
comfortable provision the thrifty and skilful husbandman provided before 
committing the seed to the ground. 

Now, let any one compare this course with the wasteful, careless and un<» 
profitable practice of skinning, not ploughing, the land, leaving stones and 
impediments to be met with in cross-ploughings and after-ploughings, to jolt 
and throw out the plough. Manuring and seeding after such a preparation, is 
but a mockery, a thriftless labor, that dooms the land to barrenness and its 
own^r to poverty ! Crops, thus produced, can never remunerate — ^land, so 
treated, must ever deteriorate. 

'Take, for instance, a piece of meadow I'and, surcharged with moisture, 
sending up nothing but sour grass, unwholesome herbage, and weeds ; is it 
wise or economical to be mowing year after year, the heterogeneous and 
^ noxious growth of such an acid, damp and ill-conditioned piece of ground — 
wasting time and labor in curing such a product 1 And then the folly of 
calling it hay, and cheating the poor dumb animals, who know it is not hay, 
but will reject it, except compelled through sheer starvation to eat it y and if 
they should eat it, in the shape of hay or pasture, they are sure to slink their 
calves, or take disease in difiTerent forms from such unwholesome, poisonous 
provender. Would it not be better economy, cheaper and more profitable, to 
ditch and drain suck land, even at the expense of weeks' or months' time and 
labor — correct its acidity by a good dressing of lime or ashes, after it bxLp . 
been drained, and realize the profits and advantages of wholesome, sweet hay, 
and of rich and nutritious pasture of white clover, blue or green grass, that 

■ 

will tell profitably in the fine condition of the cattle, their beef, milk and 
butter 1 Will not every good farmer — and I doubt not but there are many 
such present — agree with me, that the greatest waste of time ^nd labor is 
that bestowed" hastily and sparingly upon farm land. Want of time, want of 
means, are the ever ready excuses of the negligent, the slovenly and unthrifty. 
They have not time to clean the cattle or stables — they have not time to 
secure the manure, or keep the* manure heap, in order — they have not time to 
put the implements in their proper places out of the weather, nor to mend 
the gearings, the wagons, &c., until, by negliect and' exposure, rust and decay, 
they are beyond repairing — ia short, they never have time to do anything 
well — are always doing too much, and never doing anything as it should bb 
dojne ! 
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Anolber prevafling^ en^r is,' the pronenewto till or cultivate too muck ' 
land* wheie the article is plenty and cheap. To cut out too much work at 
seeding is«a dangerous practice, and is sure to end in waste and disappoint* 
ment in harvesttiag. Better, hy far, to measure the bread'th of land to be 
needed by the means certain,, the number of hands available, with proper 
allowance for contingencies of bad weather, so that all that is seeded has a 
fair chance of being gathered and securely harvested. Would it not be well 
to reflect how disproportioned is the scanty crop, taken from a large breadth 
of ill-prepared land, to the labor of ploughing, harrowing, hauling and spread- . 
ing, with the quantity of seed wasted on such a space % And would it not be 
better to break up less land, and thus afford it a chance of being well 
manured — abridge the labor, and reap an abundant crop — leaving so much 
of the land, at least, in such order that one need not be ashamed afterwards 
to meets its reproachful looks, in the beggarly uniform dress of briars, thistles, 
dock and mullein, that cover it, as rags patched together may serve to cover 
the nakedness of the sluggard, but unerringly reveal his unhealthy, poverty- 
stricken condition! ' 

To exemplify the mistake of running over too much land, a little farther, 
let us suppose ninety acres devoted to the barbarous inflictions of skinning 
and starvation, compared to thirty acres, treated with civilized skill ■ and 
christian generosity, and see how these two pieces of ground, individualizing 
them, will work for their owners. Or, suppose we say nine acres and three 
acres — nine acres say in wheat, with only about as much manure as would be 
suflicient for three acres. Ploughing, hauling on manure and spreading it, 
over so large a space, seeding and harvesting, would cost eighty dollars. 
Then suppose twelve 'bushels to the acre — more than an average of half the 
grain growers in this, or I might say any other State in the Union—- equal to 
one hundred and eight bushels, at one dollar per bushel, is one hundred and 
eight dollars ; from which deduct cost of labor, &c., eighty dollars, leaving 
twenty-eight dollars to be pasapd to the credit of the nine acre patch — a frac- 
tion over thrpe dollars per acre for thc^ use of the land and manure. Is not 
this a poor rent or interest Mr. Nine Acres has made for his owner % But 
little as it is, I could easily show it to be '^beautifully less," as wags some- 
times say ; nay, instead of the .paltry balance shown by the figures, prove 
that he has made a loss, if you will excuse the bull, by the condition in which 
he left the land after growing .this wretched crop. Now let us see what Mr. 
Three Acres has done 1 Why he has made forty bushels to the acre, equal 
to one hundred and twenty bushels, which at one dollar ^per bushel as above, 
is one hundred and twenty dollars ; from which deduct proportionate expenses, 
say twenty-seven dollars, and we have a balance of ninety-three dollars to 
place to the credit of the three acres— equal to thirty-one dollars per acre j 
bu^ this is not all, the fine heart the land is left in, with the heavy crops of 
grass which may be expected to follow, maintaining its rateable superiority 
for a series of years ever after, over the nine acres, must be taken into account 
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ftbo. In nakiiig this comp«riflOi», miieii dalail has bctavniillwi tttftt-nay b* 
supplied by any one conversant with the capacity of the soil, whea propeily 
' tested, my object being to shadow forth the advantages of the close, eoniest 
and common-sense practice, in reference to producing, and keeping land in 
proper condition, and the disadvantages of the loose, thriftless, uameamng 
plan of working and seeding, to reap nothingf but disappointment and poverty. 

Though raising of grain may not b^ considered a profitable business, at 
• present prices and a distant market, yet, even under these circumstances, if 
forty bushels of wheat, and eighty of corn, can be raised to the acre, with 
oats-and roots in proportion, there can be little doubt but such crops would be 
highly remunerative. The farmer who has the intelligence, spirit and per- 
severance to pursue a rational course of cropping and culture, can, on ordinary 
good land, realize these yields, while he wilJ find the value of his land increas- 
ing and increased. It is pleasant to contemplete the position of sush an one, 
with well filled bams, fertile fields, and fine flocks and herds, constituting a 

m 

capital that places him< in the enviable rank of a wealthy, independent Penn- 
sylvania farmer ! 

Now it requires no witchcraft, or science, so called, to produce such results ; 
all that is required is the intelligence to judge between a good and a bfid 
practice, and the resolution to adopt the one* and avoid the other — ^to discrim-* 
inate between a ridiculous theory, and a rational system founded on facts and 
observation; between old prejudices and new notions; adopting those that 
bear the genuine impress of utility, and rejecting those that are mere coun- 
terfeits, of which there are so^many put into circulation of latev-that it might 
be supposed some new Pandora's box had been opened, specially to torment, . 
fleece and plague poor farmers ! We of the old school — the old guard — are 
generally found well fortified against the attacks of the Magicians and Don 
Quixottes of improvement run^ mad ; though some of us, to my certain 
knowledge, have been badly taken in. But there is as much danger in resisting 
innovation too obstinately, as there is in yielding too easily. Much improve- 
ment has been made of late years in farm implements, and many excellent 
theories advanced by men of undoubted skill and science, and much valuable 
information difi!used by the Agricultural press ; whilst the dignity of farming 
as a profession is of more general acceptance with the- community than it 
formerly was. In fact, it is somewhat fashionaUe now-a-days to be considered 
an agriculturist, theoretical or practical — a patron or a promoter of the science 
of rural economy ; and I am right glad of it ; but then this popular excite- 
ment has its drawbacks, in the swarms of Professors and Patentees who are 
loud in their professions and desires to serve the cause, in selling yon an 
inclement or machine that will work of itself, or a fertilizer that will save 
you the trouble of cleaning the stables, or keeping a nasty dnng-heap, or a 
pamphlet that will instruct you to select a good milch cow by the cut of her 
hair — in lecturers that will unfold all the mysteries of vegetable ^ysiology 
in a single lecture, provided you give them a dollar and promise to ktep their 
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as a Gryatal Palace, that, with flteam will do the threehiag^ griadiagv^iUingy 
ezeamiag, preanng, washing and cooking— torn the mangenand trough into 
eryalal rivoiets, whereat- Ae horsee, cattle, sheep and swine may drink while 
Mpofling in their pans aad stablech^provided the mischievons ** Jack Frost," 
on some wmlar night, don't ttim the <*oataract" into huge icicles, and the 
milk into ice*cream Vfiikout the application of potato starch — in professors, 
who will teach you scientific a^icultare, including chemistry, botany, geology, 
zoology, and all the ologies, with some of the ismSj who, while teaching, 
will be hard put to it to ^' learn themselves to spell " in the common primer 
or rudiments of Clodhopperiem ! Such are a few of the novelties of fashiona- 
ble agriculture, or rural, economy — the excrescences rather, or fungi develop- 
ments that at this time characterize the march of agricultural improvement. 
But the experience that teaches burnt children to dread the fire, will lead to 
more caution and prudence for the future, and place Quackery and Hunibug- 
gery at a discount, so far as agriculture is concerned. 

It strikes me that grazing might be carried on to some advantage in your 
county I indeed, there are few localities in Pennsylvania in which it might not 
be profitably conducted to some extent, at least, if not as ^ leadii^g business. 
There is no department in oi|r husbandry, to our shame may it be spoken, 
more neglected than this i our. culture and tillage will bear a comparison with 
any other State in the Union, but 4n the quality of our cattle we fall short of 
several of our sister States. This should not be 5 it is incumbent upon us — 
nay, a duty we owe to ourselves and the commmdnity at large, that we should 
remedy this glaring defect. It is, indeed, a reproach that our fine farms should 
exhibit such meagre, paltry herds as so generally disgrace them 3 not one. in 
fifty of these cattle, if stalled to feed, would repay the cost of forcing it into 
condition fit to slaughter. By dint of long and high feeding, some tallow 
might be produced, but it would be in vain* to expect a good rib or loin of beef 
from such an animal, no matter how long it might be fed. The oSkl will be 
in undue proportion to the meat, and the feeder will be made to feel, as he 
computes the diminution of his corn-crib with the increase to his purse, how 
unprofitable an operation he had on hand. Suppose we look a little closer 
into the folly of losing time and money in this way. Land, time and labor 
constitute the capital of the farmer, and should he not, like the merchant, turn 
his capital to the best account 1 The grass, corn and oats are the products of 
the land, time and labor , and if these "don't pay," as the phrase is, when sold 
at market, should he not think of some other mode of turning them into cash 
that will make them pay better % He concludes then to feed these products 
to cattle on the Jhrm, to be driven to market ; if so, should he be content to 
feed the ill-shaped, bony, ravenous tribe that are never satisfied, aad never 
show any proof of having denuded the fields and emptied the cribs 1 If he 
do, he will find out to his cost, that he will have gone to the worst market he 
* could possibly have resorted to, and be made to realize ^the bitter i/ruits of 



hmiglie^te WDMug; Every gmaer, •^eokdly if^ vmebe a ragion- m this^ 
shoidd raise the cattle that he intends to feed, becaiute'^e cannot feel the same 
confidence, in having through purchase secured the properties si^ited to his 
purpose^ as he could have, if he had bred dicm from reliable sires and dams 
upon his own farm. As well might the vegetable gardener rely upon seefia 
raised at a distance, by others, as the grazier can depend upon the young 
cattle picked up indiscriminately by the drovers for sale. If, then, the grazier 
resort to breeding, the question naturally presents itself^ which is the most 
pro^ble breed 1 This question 1 shall attempt to answer. 

The cattle most relied upon by breeders, in Great Britain and Ireland, for 
feeding, ave the Short-Horns. or improved Durhams, and the Herefords. The 
North Devons claim some consideration in this respect. The milking proper- 
ties of these, and some other breeds, will be considered presently. 

The stately Durhams, the familiar name of the Short-Morns, owe much of 
their perfect forms to the great care bestowed upon them by the perseverance, 
skill and judgment of English breeders, who spared neither time nor money 
in refining upon them, so as to mould them in size and form to suit their ideas 
of perfection — imbueing them at the same time with the ease, gentleness, and 
sluggishness I might say, so necessary to early maturing, easy feeding and 
good handling ; these properties, however necessarily followed, as the result 
of the form, symetry and constitution they were made, as it were, to take, by 
the artists who" fashioned them ; hence they were held as the paragons of the 
cattle tribe ; and, it may be said, that in all the disputations touching their 
superiority, and there were ^any, prompted too Often either by jealousy or 
parejudice, the palm of rivalry in size and early > maturing of the Short-Horns 
was never seriously contested. The j«dgment of the present day is decidedly 
in favor of the- Durhams. 

The Herefords, as grazing cattle, take the next rank, in my opinion, to the 
Short-Horns. Though but little ^nown in this country, they are of high 
repute with English graziers, and have more frequently, I believe, come in close 
competition, at Smithiield and the cattle-shows, with the Durhams, than any 
other breed. Why they are not more frequently to be met with here is mat- 
ter of surprise, except it be that the few imported at first were held at prices 
as high as the Durhams, whose celebrity was previously established, and en- 
grossed the attention of those ' who had the spirit and patriotism to pay a 
generous^ price for a good animal ; the Herefords, therefore, -were neglected. — 
From what I have seen of them — and when 1 had the opportinity of seeing 
them, I examined them with more than ordinary attention — I consider them 
good feeders, more capable of -enduring the rough and 'tumble system that 
prevails here than the aristocratic Short-Horns. 

The North Devons are also a favorite breed in Cngland, and of late years, 
have attracted considerable attention in this country ; they are a beautiful 
race, and exhibit a neatness and compactness that caniiot fail to please a prac- 
tiMd eye. In size and eaiHy maturing they fall short of either the ^erefords 
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or DorlHfemB. I hftTe ^eeu, faoweitrer, isi^iiv laTge fat Mlodcs elalmed to be 
Devons^or essentiaity go,,bttt they were generally some eight or mote years ^ 
old, and nuiH have eonsnined more feed than was compatible with prc^table^ 
'feeding. In New England, the Common or South Devons^re numerous, and 
to my apprehension, a more profitable cattle than the North Devons, The 
distinction. between these varieties is, that the North Devon is neater and of 
ti deeper red than the South or Common Devon ; but where the object is %o 
have the largest and easiest fed cattle, a shade of difference in color can be of 
no importance. The animal that will fatten soonest, and make the most beef' 
at the least expense, should fix the grazier-s choice. These Devons are the 
most appropriate for crossing with the Durhams of any breed £ am acquainted 
with ; indeed I have never seen the result otherwise than advantageous in 
lifting the Devon to a higher standard. The Durham should never, if possible, 
be nyide to stoop lower than this, in view of producing a proper effect. A 
memorable instance of the judiciousness of such a cross was exemplified in 
the ox ^^Pennsylvania," an eight year old, slaughtered at Philadelphia, in 1841^ 
whose-live weight was three thousand three hundred and fifty pounds — dead 
weight of the four quarters, two thousand three hundred and eighty-eight 
pounds* The whole animal, when alive, showed unmistakeably the character- 
istics of the two breeds from which he was derived, and when dead, ovinced no- 
less the advantages of the cross in the quality of the beef, it being so finely mar- 
bled with fat and lean — a c)iaracteristia: essentially Durham ; this breed being 
more* prone to distribute the fat thus, than stow it away in a corner as suet, or 
lay it on the outside, to be melted down for the tallow ehandler's use. 

Haviing slightly glanced at the breeds best adapted to the stall, I ^ali say 
a word now on their milking qualiti^fi ; and in doing this shall introduce two 
other breeds, namely, the Ayrshires and Alderneys. These two breeds are 
well known, and are of much repute for the dairy. If the milking property 
alone was of such value as to compensate for the want of the feeding property 
we have been consideriug, it might be a primary object with the farmer to 
secure it at the sacrifice of the feeding pfoperty $ but then this is not, nor ever 
can be the case with farmers in. general. Especially in rural districts, far 
from, market, the milk property, as compared with the beef, is of secondary 
importance. In and near cities, where the nulk-men stimulate the cows, with 
still slops and other unwholesome food, and milk the poor animals ^o death, 
the quantity of fluid — ^it can hardly be called milk — ^that can be extracted 
from them, is the only thing worth looking at according to the sage opinion 
of these worthies. But farmers, even in dairy districts, should know that the 
cow that will give the most milk, and,, when dry, can most easily be fed ofil^ 
is, by all odds, the most profitable animal for their use. i This being admitted, 
the question is in whichtf>f the breeds axe best blended the two properties of ^ 
milk and beef '{ I answer, unhesitatingly, the Improved Short-Horns and- 
Ayrshires — ^while it must be admitted that this combination may be found in^ 
animals of r other bveeds, or oti no divtineft breed, but this depends upon in- 
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diiridual cbQstitutidiNil qualities QoUcommom to the whole fainilyi. Th^Sbon^ . 
Horns and Ayrshires assimilate more in disposition and properties : than any 
othev two breeds 3 they exhibit in common the composure} love of ease and 
resjt, so well calculated, in ruminants^ to insure the: most profitable results in 
milking and feeding. 

That the large and seemingly over-grown Short-Horn or Durham should be 
a gneat milker^ may seeoGiF paradosioal to som« persons^ but ask them why, 
and they ttever can .give a rational answer. Their great length, breadth and 
dep^ can surely liot deny to them the lactescent property of the cow ; and if 
this bulk be composed of the material proper to make milk and butter, does, 
it not follow that the more there is of the material, the more can.be extracted 
from it \ And, is it not likely, that in proportion to the great amount of the 
material, natuiie has, in like proportion, endowed the animal with the organs 
netsessary to provide for the suckling of its young, or artificially to di^apse 
to the human family its wholesome and nutritious milk \ Who will be so 
bold as to deny that the structure or organs of the Improved Durham are: not 
only excellent, but unstti^passed '{ Can their great health and fine coustitu* 
tion militate against their milking 1 Surely not. Let one of them have 
twins, or two calves put to her, and then mark how her great strength and. 
constitution will stand their attacks and. supply their cravings! Prejudice 
has been maintained and urged against the Durhams in Pennsylvania, through 
the envy and jealousy of some, whO) not having the spirit to aid in supplying 
the country with tine cattle, at high prices, were wanting in generosity to 
those who from time to time attempted it, and who failed only long since to 
have accomplished it through a worse than "ftog and manger policy," waged 
against them. Their motives were impugned, their cattle stigmatised and 
depreciated, their losses and disappointments were made subjects of ribald 
jest and provoking ridicule. False standards were set up by these selfish, 
prejudiced men ; improvement halted, if \x did not Retrograde, and the Com- 
monwesJth was cheated oift of the patriotic offerings of her devoted citizens » 
To the malign influence referred to, may be ascribed the wretched character 
of the cattle that disgrace Pennsylvania at the present day. Travel where 
you may, the eye in vain seeks for a creditable specimen. It is my belief, 
take them in the aggregate, throwing out the few Durhams, there is not one 
in ten of them that would make six hundred weight of beef, and which it ' 
would not be hazardous to eat, from constitutional defects, or from ill-treat- 
ment it had been subjected to from its unfeeling owner. Contrast this with 
Kentucky and Ohio, even Virginia and New York, and may we not blush, as 
an Agricultural State at our destitirtion \ How many thousands of dollars, 
perhaps «j millions, have we not paid to Kentucky and Ohio for the splendid 
droves of cattle which they have supplied us with — and of what breed are 
they 1 Why, anything of a judge could tell at A long-shot distance they were 
essentially Durham. Let a Philadelphian, or any one from the eastern coun- 
ties of Pennsylvania, go to Ohio and Kentucky, and inquire of the Rennicks, 
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the Clay^, &c., wHy they import so many y^ung Short-Horn bulls and heifers^ 
at such high prices, and they will be provoked to laugh at him for coming so 
far to put the question, when hercould have had it answered at or nearer home 
by looking in at the Philadelphia drove-yard, or inquiring of one of the Phila- 
delphia butchers. But I find I am at the shambles when I should be at the 
dairy. 

.What helped to give weight to the opinion, if not its origin, that the'Short- 
Horns were bad for milk, was, that those who mainly bred and prized them in 
England, set but little value upon their milking, compared to their feeding 
prc^rties. The heifer with her first calf was neglected, she had ne milker 
but the calf, and when it was removed she went dry, for want of the necessary 
attention to milking, and keeping her milk veins in proper use. How then 
could a heifer thus treated, whether Durham or any other breed, nrove a good 
milker 1 Then if any cow, while being at the pail, was shipped to this 
country, the irregularity of milking on shipboard was sufiieient to break in 
upon her habit of milking ever after. Does not every dairy-man know thisi 
And because these did not exhibit on their arrival, or even after, large and 
distended udders, and prove deep and enduring milkers, was it just to stigma- 
tize the whole breed as worthless for the dairy 1 Besides, the importations 
for Ohio and Kentucky were made with no view of obtaining milk, yet these 
were disingeniously referred to, to swell and confirm the sens^ss charge 
that was sweepingiy made against the Durham s# 

Col. John Hare Powell, to his credit may it be spoken, made every effort 
to counteract these prejudices. For a series of years he imported' Improved 
Short^Horns from the stock of Mr. Whitaker, who had taken great pains to 
develope and establish their milking properties, and was eminently successful. 
Mr. Prentice, Mr. Sheafie and Mr. Lenox, of New York, had their cattle from 
Mr. Whitaker, and these lyere good qfiilkers and fine handlers. Mr. Lenox's 
cow, ^'Hed Lady," was the most beautifuF animal J ever saw, except my 
celebrated "Dairy Maid, ^' which was also bred by Mr. Whitaker. Colonel 
Wolbert, of Philadelphia, owned a beautiful Durham, called "Isabella,'' she 
was second to none for deep milking, but "Dairy Maid." Mr. Dennis Kelly's 
imported bull, '' Prince of Wales," was of Col. Powell's importation, and ten 
years experience has proved him to have been unrivalled in getting superior 
milk stock ; while in size, symmetry and fine handling, he seldom found a 
competitor. In the herds of Lewis F. Allen, of Black Rock, Col. Sherwood, 
of Auburn, Mr. Vail, of Troy, Mr. Morris, of Morrisania, and in the herds of 
several others of New York, great milkers were ever found ; Mr. Canby, of 
Delaware, had also fine Durhams $ among them, his cow "Blossom" — a great 
milker. Mr. Calvert, of Maryland, has had much experience in Durham stock 
and . appreciates them highly { it was mainly owing to his enterprise and 
liberality, I think^ that ^he Short-Horns were introduced to such an extent 
into Maryland. Mr. Evans, of York, Pennsylvania, owns a fine herd of Dur- 
hains, of good milking properties, the same that deservedly attracted so macb 
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atteiifioii at flie Slate Agrtcultinral Exhibitioa at Hairiflkfif;. He now holda 
the ralfik as a breeder, which the Messrs. Smalts did some years since, and 
they iif this respect were the successors of the late venera^ Charles A, 
fialmftz, of same place. Joseph Cope, Paschal Morris, Mr. Bolmar, and some 
others ot Chester county, did much towards the introduction of Durhams, 
afid eeniequettt improTement of the cattle in that quarter. George Cadwalader 
and Thomas P. Bemmington, of Philadelphia, are bow in the fall tide of pro- 
gress with Taldable herds of Short«Homs, procured from every reliable source 
w4thin their reach ; may they be s«ceessful, and never be made to feel the 
vexations that beset the path of their predecessors. 

l\he AyrAires stand next to the Darhams m milking, and this I consider 
hifh pratae. It has been remarked by aetme oiie--^he author I do not reool- 
]mtf^tkA% the Ayrshjfes emM lay but .little ^im ' to a remote origin or die- 
tiftettvmesB of bfeed. Be thia m it may, I cannot p«reeive the force of the 
ohfMtkm ; ift from careful breeding, even of late years,* they have been made ta 
exhibit peimliar or uniform points and propeities by which tbey may now b# 
dea^paated* Can we suppose that any other of the crack breeds were, a ces 
tiiry Imm^ ptecisdy the- same) m form and quality as they are now 1 To 
think so, W0ttM be bat payiBg a poor eempltment to the f enemtioas that have 
passed «way siaoe then, if they had Ann been unmindful of improving the 
biases of eatftliR ia tfaeif day ; and it woald be somewhat criminal in lis if we 
do aat aitteiBipt to im}myre them forther stiiL I haive also heard it said that 
the cfoes of a Dmrham and Devoa wooki be equivalent to an Ayrshire-^this 
I Mtmmgiyi dc^nbt, anleasa Devon dam.ccmld bo found, having the same dis» 
position and quality of milking that are osoally found with the Ayrshire. 
As to the miMng. presort ies of the Herefordfe^ I can say nothing from my 
own experience or observation, having had but few opportunities of even seeing 
theoi, and when I had> my attention was exclusively directed to their gr,azing 
qualities, of which, as I have already stated, I formed a very favorable opinion. 
The next breed in order are the Devons. In passing upon these as milkers> 
I feel a degree of hesitancy that even my frankness cannot wholly overcome^ 
because time will not permit me to adduce the reasons and proofs I could bring 
forward in support of the opinion I have formed of them, and in the absence 
of these, the hasty glance I must needs take of them, and the conclusions I 
must arriye at, will, by many, be oonsidered as partial and unwarranted. 

Fair dairy cattle no doubt may' be found among the em&mon Bevonn of 
New England,- where, and in Western New York, they form by far the greatest 
portion <rf the \cattle used in the buttet and cheese dairiep. Now this, of 
itself^ is ao proof that they are bitter milkers than the common, native or 
mixed cattle, which, if found of sl^lle size and eonstkotian, would equal, if 
not surpass, the New England Devoas in giving milk and making butter ; 
yet, akhottgh this may be the case, there may be peculiar qaalities in the 
Devon's milk that may be more profitable or better adapted to cheese making, 
than the milk of some o4her cattle^^aad of this I have but little doubt — add to 
25 
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this tbeJMifditlDod Md aelitity of tk9 Devoiit fittuig k fcMMhe tefem «tiBMil» 
of New fykglmdj mid you have the solutioti of tli« piefereiioe giveft to Ihem 
by. the dairy mea of the Northern States. Bat I do cootend that, ereti i^cmg- 
jtbaio D^vons, but few if any can be founds that can lay claim to die deep 
milking so frequently found among our red and whiles Made and huidta- 
coloxed tribe of native cattle. If this be the case, as I firmly betiete it^o be, 
even with the common Devons as miljkers, the pure North Dev^ns &11 still 
farther below a medium milkiAg standard, for it is obsenrable that the gissUst 
pr^omiseof milk in the Devons, is to.be found with those that are- largest, and 
lightest of color. 

The North Devons are a beautiful, healthy, hardy bseed of cattle, and mwt 
have formed a distinct breed or race at a much earlier periodthan any otkertif. 
the favorite breeds of the present day. Nature has imptesssd them, witk: 
characteristics more distioctly imd deej^ than ether breeds. Their tenacity 
in retaining their color, temper and tmetableness, is tmfy remarkabh; ywt 
m^ht aa well think of robbing out ^'Indisa," in the Aborgines of our forests, 
as to think of wholly merging "Devon" in other tao^s. It is owing to this, 
no doubt« more than to any special eare by the New England farmers, that 
tlie red cattle of that region have, for so long^apemd, reiaiaed their ehamo- 
teristic distinctiveness. The North Devons msice the best wofkingeottloof 
any breed ; if this be so, and 1 believe it esnnot be gainsaid, theaetivity, tklMra 
and sinews, and bone, that place them next to the horae ferenteanoe and 
spirit, must deny to tbem, in a considerable degree, the disposition and qoali- 
ties essential to oonstitute good mUkws. Woildng and milking ptefiniea I 
hold, to be incompatible in the saaw ai^al. 

Of all the cattle under revieitr, I consider the Aldemeysto be the most 
jDiiprofitable to the farmer ; because they are imdersized, iIl-fo)rmed^ add such 
hard feeders, that it is impossible to get beef on them | and as to milk, it seems 
anomalous that they should hold the rank in this respect so generally conceded 
to them, except it can be ti^ced to som^ freak of fashion that; as is too often 
the case, puts both judgment and propriety at defiance. The cry is they give 
rich milk and make yellow butter — so does almbst every hide-bound, rickety 
cow, that may be picked yp along the lanes or roadsides, give ricb or thick 
milk, chiefly because she gives so Huh^ and, by consequence, ^hat little will 
pake more cream than a similar quantity would of milk taken from a twenty 
fo thirty qOart a day cow ; but in the twenty quarts would theire not likely be 
as^mtieh, if not more, butter than could be produced from the.ei^ht toten 
quarts a day animal 1 If so, then we have the same quantity of butter, ^ith 
the additioii of double the quantity of milk,- an item not to be overlooked, 
beuideB,. we haver that urhicb is much better, a fine, healthy, large animal, that 
when it willibe proper to feed ofi*, will show^some proof of the food she con* 
sumed in her. beef : and tallow; To compare this fine, bealthy animal to the 
g<WtHi«ikiB thing called Aldemey, would be ridfeulous ! ^The straw-color of 
^ butler of the Aldemeys, so. much boaated, is no proof of its ezcellenee. 
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*9Hi»|BeU^wv tinged with rosoi is a moife Inritiiigakid itfedititUecola^ (eiiviciti^ 
.dstiomey -of flavor and richnets, and giving* assurance of tUe good health of tb^ 
-Mid foiublmeM of the food she had,) than the sttaw-color ikn convey ts» 
r44n>fiheniion« 'So test the ridiness of the milk of the cows referred td^ 
flat two calves of same age, size, &c.) be provided, one to be put to suckle Ht 
•4ihe Aldemey^ the4>tlier at the krge twenty quarts a day cow, and then se^, {n 
ahe wtmme oi five or six wedcs, which calf will thrive more and make the liett^ 
-utai. This -would be a fair commonnsense test, for the result of whieh I 
iahotiU have no fears* Kemember, I speak of Alderneys that are thorough 
JJdemeys, not ihose that have had a chance game of admixture of blood" fioir 
generations. Most of those to be met with have scarcely a vesta^e leftof dbe 
.Aldejcneys, except the high rump — ^muzzle, cheek and shanks hardly traceflrt>le 
J— tbi^efQre,.if a i*o\i^d-ribbed, plump animal, with something of a shoulder, fi 
(good fore-arm e^id straight limb, be presented to you, thou&;h she be of a dug 
^ lU^Use.oolQr^ cl^ass her aft an. ^^Intproved •^/(&ni€y"-r— improved, n,o matter i^f 
what other breed soever it ha? be6n derived. In habft, constitution,* Jiiz% 
milking.and feeding the Alderneys^ are all unfit for a farmer. 

if in 4|rif atiiiB of catt^ ,1 hav«i ^ot^alr^dy consumed too much time, 1 shou(4 

Jike.ta iwy.a.ii(OEd;«s<bo t^ie.bad t9;fa|iiMyat qailch cows arje but too frequei^ly 
#«lbj|ect^.^.iii alxaoste»very.plai»9j 9. treatment ^ unwise a^ it is cruel. If 
it. wfie.(oepifined4i».€itie«» w)^#re tMe.ppor animals^re drugged with still slop^ 
jmA odier uwaUysEil fopd, by . wilkipan, so. palled, to excite the cows to yiejd 
|Wj^qfiatt|itl4spf:,¥()if(t. tMey csall. imlkyl would not think it necessary ip 
refer to it here ; but the cruel audijqiiprQper treatment of cows is not confined 
to cMi«s,;^i9ne*-^p w^^re you will you are sure to be shocked at the scenef 
,pf suffering find neglect these patient anibfials are m^de to endure, whether q\^ 
fPOmmonS} .farms, stables, pr yards. If driven out after .milking, or brought 
hoine to be milked, they never fail of being run, whiped or cudgelled by eom^ 
unfeeling boy, who .seems to think it part of his duty to deal tbetn as vawf 
blows as he can while witbin his reach. Then but too often follow the blows 
of the milker, should the poor animals wince under the pressure on teats^ 
lacerated perhaps by thorns, or made sore from other causes. No wonder 
.that this treatment, with scantiness of food and sometimes of water, reduce^ 
the cows to the wretched condition in which they are but too often found an 
every quarter. Set a Ceirm hand to clean the cow stable daily, to curry and 
brush the cqws, and he will be apt to think you a fool, or that you mean tp 
degrade him — if he comply, it will be with reluctance, and it is quite'likely 
that he will take morfe out of their hides, or put more into' them, than you 
bargained for. Ask the same worthy to groom your horse, and he will not 
fail to do it cheerfully. Why this prejudice, this folly 1 Does riot the co\*r 
stand in a more interesting relation to us than the horse 1 He works for us 
and carries us, to be sure, but then do we partake of his flesh and blood while 
living, in the shape of milk, butter and cheese 1 and do we slac^htdr him for { 
i>6ef when we suppose him failing in streiigth 1 Noi WellJ then, wKy is not 
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tbe mine attention paid to the cleanliness and health of the cow 09 is bestowed 
•pon the horse 1 The same care that produces so £ne a' condition in the one, 
could not fail of having the same effect upon the otber-^^-aad I say that il.is 
the height of folly, and positive injustice to oorselvfs, to withhold those 
attntioDS from the cow. She is a second wet nurse to us and our childran« 
and if this nurse be in ill^heakh, will not her milk, cream and butter be im- 
boed with her condition 1 Would we be willing to eat of the flesh of some of 
thiise wretchedly poor animals if they were slaughtered 1 And why shoald 
wm «ot feel the ssme repugnance to use their milk 1 Let us be rnone caiefial 
ia faediag these-usefel animals properly, keeping them comfortable and deaa, 
and in good, healthy condition. 

1 have dwelt longer upon this matter, perhaps, than you may think its 
importance required, but regarding this as likely to become a dairy as well as 
a grazing district, I could not but deal with it fully, in a spirit of justice to 
you, and in humanity to the patient and much abused aninud, upon whose 
condition* so much of you and your chil^en's health depends. 

The cheapest and most economical way of producing a valuable stock, 
would be, to procure a thorough-bred young Short-Hom bull from some veliable 
breeder. Introduce him to none but the finest cows and heifers you have or 
can provide, of the commoner mixed breed ^-« indeed, all undersized, Hf* 
conditioned animals on the farm should be removed at once. After havittg 
used this bull two years, or when his own produce shall have grown, let him 
be exchanged for another of equal purity of blood ; and when he shall fasve 
served his two years, let him be likewise remeyed. At this juncture, say 
after six years, how much would a herd of some thirty head be worth under 
such management 1 Why, it would not be unreasonable to suppose them 
worth two thousand five hundred to three thousand dolhurs. How much 
would the herd have been worth supposing the thorough-bred ShoH*Hom bull 
had not been introduced 1 Perhaps not six hundred dollars. 

From^ what has been said on breeds and qualities of cattle, you may deter- 
mine by your own good sense assisting, what description df cattle is best 
adapted to your condition^ but let me entreat you to select the best individuals 
to breed from, of whatever class, whether common, grade or distinct, and 
always aim at breeding up, but never doynx to a lower grade. Do liot let your 
best calves go to the butcher, but the worst. If you thus begin and persevere, 
yott will promote your own individual interests, confer credit upon your coun- 
ty, and at the same time add to the Agricultural wealth of Pennsylvania. 

I can say but little from experience, even if time would allow, upon sheep 
husbandry. The annoyances from noise, bustle and dogs on the borders of a 
city, where my farm lies, rendered the keeping of sheep impracticable. This 
I regretted, for I should have been delighted with so interesting, and to my 
mind so profitable a branch of husbandry. ^JTool-growing is of vast impor- 
tance to the country, and lice every other branch of industry, he who studies 
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it tnoi^ and practices te ^st, will reap the richest reward, and be eiHiilediM) 
.thv highest profespioiial distinetion. 

1 Peter A. Browne, Usq., of PhiJadelphift, a gentleman of great research and 
imiMng persevjerraticej'tiBs of hte years devoted much of his time and talefrts 
tattle anbjeet of hair and woolf the breads of sheep, tiie importance of 
breeding and crossing as affecting the quality of long or hair wool, and uhati 
of felt wool. It is, as iUttstm^ted by Mr. Browne, oneof ^l^enio^tGaMemaiid 
iatetestiiig! WQrks tbftt has been beought before, the paUieof Jate, anji-w haoh 
none but a mind such as bis eoold have so minsttely expb^ed aftd.el»oid»led 
.Tk^ woih should be tn the baad^ of every wool ^wer« 3iack<cDedpa ia^dM 
to its gifted author, for jibe at^leiefibri ha baa made to enlarfe the bottiid^iHB 
.oj;^sa{i^knQWJ«<Jge. ' '• ' . 

tki iomelinaait,' gentlemen, ( take occasion to say, that it would have been 
toimttm niorreasyymnd'by far a more pleasing task, to have spoken 6f agficuN 
Imei aadritsratteiHiiints, in a diffeWnt strain from that indicated by the undis- 
jsembkd remarks* I 'hvte had the honor to make before you. There' is no ma*^ 
who appreciates more than I do, the beautiful in nature and art, that lies 
within the bounds of the husbandman's interesting vocation, or who can drink 
deeper of the inspiration that may be quaffed from the perennial fountain the 
seasons supply, to tempt or satisfy the eye and heart. There is not a fine tree, 
shrub or ffower, hedge, field or lawn, but presents to my eye more than com- 
mon delight and attraction. 1 am no less a votary of Ceres, than I am a wor- 
shipper in the temple of Flora ; and who that know me, and have witnessed 
my habits and pursuits for years, but must admit, that I have shown myself to 
be a fail;hful and zealous laborer within the domain — the charmed circle of 
these Divinities! Notwithstanding all these habitudes and predilectionS| I 
chose, while addressing you, the rugged, rather than the flowery path ; to aim 
at the useful rather than the ornamental — to expose, rather than to gloss over 
defects — to risk censure for the sake of truth, rather than gain applause by pan- 
dering to a morbid taste, or bolstering a vicious system ! 

Too much of this plating and gilding is apparent of late. Men who never 
tilled a piece of land, planted a tree, raised or exhibited an animal in all their 
lives, are now, by false coloring and idle pretension, transformed into Tulls 
and Lowdons — leaders at Agricultural Clubs and Societies, where their t wat- 
tle and professions pass frequently for sense and experience with those that 
know no better. Some of these are ever displaying their operations over a 
vast and boundless field ; while others of them are busy at cutting out work 
in the moon or in the "Isle of Sky." To use an old "salt" or sailor's ex- 
pression descriptive of a fresh water sailor, *Hhey are always found in every- 
body's <mess' but in nobody's Hvatch.' " The end of all this will be, if not 
timely checked, that the true disciples of improvement will become lukewarm 
when they see the position assumed by mere professors and pretenders. The 
masses, or rank and file, that have just been clearing their eyes for a reading 
spell, will piteh their books, like physic, to the dogs— the subscriptions to the 



9 

,4.gemhHta\ jfHurnul^ will dimiMsh tiU, 9fe J^ng^tkote witt.i^ tejptlmMgie 
sufficient to maintain, as is the case in Pepii)iylv«uM)if !afei90<Mile:]HMi»dM 
ilQ.,o|iiQr wfNrd% when Ag^i^tiUQB.Capd^^mAh «Aii^,»:Mllinir^<M^>>>di]iMi«r:hi8 
,skiJBt% he wiU,iQj^sstii^)gth<xrioa4iv«us JQmpMtof Ms#M 
4{>g.ratber to be 'coatless than. to iiomiiili a4|»|b pr^conforiig fsf.mooaHiliiike 
jPbib«9{>hers and Bmglo8s;prQfes8Qi;s. 

jDsi (Hot, il fmy yoa^tfaink id» a seekmr of ridvontiHre or tenown, in'emiAatittg 
itdbmssj (hat, on the eontmry, let' me assm^ ytm that there is ndthmg of die 
Kaigfat-^nmit in sqr whole <onipositioQ. Totbe tnany calls thint have Veen 
zflMds i^pon tne.to come -feith fiom my j^leasaiit retreat, to talce the field in the 
'^«iay yev'haw marshalled me^ l-bm^t ei^er maderefttsal, frxoept on one oecasibii, 
not very long since, at Lancaster ; and, if I shall be perniitted to consnk my 
pym tas^ and inoUnatipn, heop^ibrvard, tbia will faetfae lasttime.l sfadl serve 
the caMifo in the manoer I lOOAsented to ^aroe it, tit your apeeial inttaace 
9|id .pTonfipting*^if, indeed, I At^w ^trvti the eanse, and at the satae tins, 
gentlem^S oUiged ypu, I shall foel amply i6De«i|)eB8ed fat iheefbrtnow 
.'QWied. 
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